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A REPORTTO THE OSBA BOARD JUNE 9,2OT2

SPECIALIW CROP GRANT

The speciality crop grant that the Ohio State Beekeepers Association is a part of is currently

being administered by the Ohio Produce Growers and Marketing Association (OPGMA). This

group became the administrators on Apri l  1,2OI2 fol lowing the decision of Crossroads RC&D to

cease operations and OPGMA making application to take over the grant.

One of the major changes from the original grant is that Dr James Tew was hired directly to

s develop educational videos and material to fulf i l l  that port ion of the grant st i l l  remaining.

. I have been working with Jim on an almost weekly basis to develop those videos. We have

approximately 23 of them set and ready to go. They are for the novice beekeeper and cover

such topics as basic equipment, assembling equipment, instal l ing a package, dealing with a

laying worker, requeening, replacing equipment, etc. These videos are each five to eight

. ,  minutes in length. There are also power point presentations geared more to the intermediate

beekeeper and run twenty to thirty minutes in length.

There are a few more topics to cover and we anticipate having thirty to thirty-five videos plus

the power points when this project is f inished. Jim is currently in Alabama and is due back in

Ohio on June_ 13. Following his return we wil l  again begin production and within a couple of

weeks hope to meet with Tim Arheit to present material for placement on the OSBA web site.

We have been in regular contact with OPGMA and they have seen cl ips of the material.  They

have been providing proper documentation to the Ohio Department of Agriculture.

OPGMA is sponsoring a f ield day for i ts members on June 27 and I vi i l l  have a display there
(with Jim's assistance) promoting OSBA and the honeybees important role in poll ination. The

cost of the display setup and material is being covered by the grant.

There seems to be some concern about OSBA's f inancial obl igation to this grant. OSBA did not

make application for this grant. OSBA officers (Pres Bob Hooker) did approach Crossroads RC&D

with an idea and they made the application to the Ohio Department of Agriculture for the USDA

funds. OSBA and the Ohio State University were listed as contributing members of the project.

OSU has dropped the project and Crossroads administration interest has been transferred to



OPGMA. OSBA in kind match portion of the grant has been met with volunteer hours of Bob

Hooker, Ron Hoopes, Joe Kovaleski, and myself

ln return for those volunteer hours and hosting informational material on the OSBA website

there was SSO00 set aside in the grant for OSBA to upgrade and maintain their web site. (l need

to talk to Tim about this as there is st i l l  over 54000 remaining.) OSBA was able to assist in

hosting two queen workshops in the spring ol2OLL. OSBA will be able to promote honeybee

poll ination to growers at their f ield day. OSBA wil l  have several videos and power point

presentations to host on their web site for viewing and use by an unknown number of

beekeeping clubs, beekeepers, and those thinking of beekeeping.

The end of June marks the end of a reporting quarter {the first since OPGMA took over) and I

will have a better feel for the overall financial picture of the grant. We appear to be well within
, the various budget areas. However I will know better in a few weeks as this quarter's bills are

tabulated. (l know there is an invoice somewhere from Wicwas Press to be paid, l've requested
' ? a copy from Larry Connor but have not received it as of yet. lf anyone has received that please

forward it on to me for payment)

DON MYERS EASTERN OHIO APICULTURAL PROJECT GRANT

This was a project undertaken in 2OO7 thru 2009 while Ron Hoopes was president of OSBA. He

had approached Crossroads RC&D with an idea to f ind and train people in the Appalachia

region of Ohio to be beekeepers. Funding was obtained through a number of agencies and

organizations. Crossroads RC&D was the administrative agency.

t! |  recently learned that in the shut down of Crossroads RC&D audits were done and there was

sti l l  about 51100 remaining in this program. Crossroads wil l  be sending this money to OSBA,

along with a letter of explanation, for use in beekeeper education to meet the intent of the

project grant. That should be received within the next two weeks.

This concludes my report on current grants that OSBA is associated with.

John Grafton
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