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During elections at the 2017 OSBA Fall Conference, members had the opportunity to vote for Executive Board and Re-
gional Director candidates.  This year is the last year that all 4 Executive Board positions will be up for election at the 
same time.  For this election only, the Vice-President and Treasurer terms will be three years, so that the future Execu-
tive Board will have staggered terms to help provide continuity to the organization. 
 

President:  Terry Lieberman-Smith 
Vice-President Peggy Garnes 
Treasurer  Michele Colopy 
Secretary  Tim Arheit 

 
OSBA welcomes our newly elected Regional Directors: 
 

Western Reserve Allyson May 
Buckeye Hills Don Crock 
Crossroads Joe Heider 

 
OSBA would like to thank outgoing board members, Annette Birt Clark, Joe Kovaleski, and Richard Manley for their work 
to help beekeepers in our state. 

OSBA 4-H Partnership Program 2018 

The Ohio State Beekeepers Association supports new young beekeepers through our 4H Partnership Program.  We are 
pleased to announce the winners of the OSBA 2018 4-H Partnership Program.  Listed below are the winners, their spon-
soring association, and their mentors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We realize that success of a new beekeeper is not reliant on the work of the student and money alone, but by the effort of 
the partnership. The 4H Partnership Program encourages participation of the guardian, 4H adviser, local association, and 
mentor. The committee members include: Tim Arheit, Mike Doseck, Terry Lieberman-Smith, Dan OôCallaghan, Sherylee 
Swartz, and Marishka Wile. 
 
Each of the scholarship winners will receive woodenware for two complete medium ten frame hives, along with other sup-
portive educational material and memberships, OSBA DVD, and ADK. 

4-H Student Sponsoring Association Mentor 

Tyler Collins Knox County Beekeepers Jeff Gabric 

Garret Tomasek Portage County Beekeepers Geoff Westerfield 

Shane Freel Trumbull County Beekeepers Dan Zikursh 

William Bacho Columbiana-Mahoning Beekeepers Lori Mowad 

Cloey Ward Northwest Ohio Beekeepers Sonny Ward 

Evelyn Smiddy Warren County Beekeepers Eileen Hahn 

OSBAôs Executive Officers and Directors 
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Our bees are not Bumblebees or Mason Orchard Bees 
that are solitary in both their work and their social needs. 
 
We beekeepers work with amazing hive-minded insects.  
We are constantly fascinated, frustrated, and impressed 
by their resilience, communication skills, ability to work 
for a common cause, and their overall focus on the task 
at hand.  Our colonies work together to ensure the hive 
survives from day to day, week to year, year to year 
(hopefully).   
 
We are enthralled by our beesô sense or community co-
operation and their understanding of working together for 
the greater good.  I have worked with many beekeepers 
who also have that community spirit and that volunteer 
core.   
 
Yet, many club leaders shared with me their concern that  
more of their clubôs membership needs to  step up and 
help out in order to ensure the clubôs future.  Worse, 
some members help out just long enough to line their 
wallets or establish themselves as ñexpertsò and then 
leave the club. 
 

Scientific studies show that pets reflect the personality of  
their owner and vice-versa.  Therefore, clubs should be 
overflowing with volunteer-oriented members who want 
to help out and provide support for the next generation of 
beekeeper in Ohio.  
 
Donôt be afraid to step outside your comfort zone and 
offer to help out - whether to bring refreshments, greet 
new beekeepers at the entrance to club meetings, or to 
help out on a committee.  Your activities will reflect the 
activities of the insect who is near and dear to our heart, 
and you will be ensuring the health of your local hive. 
 
Speaking of volunteering, OSBA has many projects, both 
on-going and short term .  If you would be interested in 
helping out, please contact your OSBA Regional Director, 
Regional Representative, or any OSBA Executive Board 
member. 
 
See you in the beeyard~~ 
 

Terry Lieberman-Smith 
President, Ohio State Beekeepers 

Connecting Beekeepers Across Ohio 

Humming along- Not Bumblebees, Honey Bees 

http://www.medivet.ca/
http://www.simpsonsbeesupply.com/


Volume 7, Issue 1   Page 3 

 

May we suggest email delivery of your next news-
letter?  The newsletter you are reading cost $1.80 
to print and mail.  Sign up for the e-zine and... 

§ Bee ñgreenò  

§ Receive the e-zine faster than the snail mail 

version  

§ The e-zine is in full color  

§ The e-zine has hyperlinks to our vendors 

webpages 

§ Better use of your membership dues 

. 
Please email osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com to 

change your delivery to email. 

The following beekeepers have shown their sup-
port of OSBA by becoming Life Member.  Life 
Membership consists of a one-time payment to 
OSBA of $200. 

 Christine Barnett 
Susan Berger 
James Carter 

Lois Ford 
Mary Hazelton 
Corey Perry 

New OSBA Life Members 

OSBA Affiliate Programï Helping Ohio Associations Become Stronger 

OSBA received approval from the IRS regarding the newly 
created OSBA Affiliate Program.  This program offers a 
wide variety of benefits to local beekeeping associations. 

The initial cost to file the government paperwork was not 
insignificant. Your OSBA Board appropriated funding be-
cause OSBA believes in investing in the future growth of 
local Ohio beekeeper associations. Greater Grand Lake 
Beekeepers Association participated as our beta group.   

We developed the OSBA Affiliate Program to help local 
associations reduce overhead costs so that your local club 
funds can be spent on beekeeper education and outreach. 
Our program offers: 

P local association liability insurance at a reduced rate 

P director and officer insurance at a reduced rate 

P non-profit status under the OSBA 501c3 umbrella 

P website hosting 

Not only will your association save money, but donors to 
your association can receive a charitable deduction for do-
nations.  Additional benefits are already being explored for 
the future. Now that we have received approval, we are 
working on the user-friendly paperwork that local associa-
tions can use to apply to become an affiliate member of 
OSBA.  To help expedite the process, each association will 
be assigned an OSBA Officer to help guide the group 
through the paperwork. 

Because we are adding associations under our 501c3 um-
brella, associations will still have to follow the applicable 
bee club guidelines.  Contact your OSBA Director or Rep-
resentative for more details. 

HB 392 - Beekeeper Indemnity Bill 

OSBA heard Ohio beekeepers requesting an indemnity bill providing protection for beekeepers, similar to the indemnity 
that  West Virginia provides its beekeepers. 
 
Your OSBA leadership has spent over 700 hours throughout the year advocating for this important protection for Ohio 
beekeepers.  As of today, HB 392, the Ohio Beekeeper Indemnity Bill  (https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/
legislation-summary?id=GA132-HB-392)  is still in committee.  We continue to work tirelessly 
to find supporters for the bill, testify in front of the committee, and meet with interested parties.   
 
While there are groups that testified against the bill, we still have a few more meetings, and at 
least 1 more hearing to help provide advocacy for this bill, before it comes out of committee 
and onto the floor.  Once it reaches the floor, we will be sending out information about how 
you can help encourage our state leadership to vote ñyesò for Ohio beekeepers. 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA132-HB-392
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA132-HB-392
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This plate help bring public awareness to the importance of honey bees and beekeepers, and  provides funding for 
OSBA projects relating to research, education and outreach.  One project with multiple benefits, thanks to a team effort. 
 
Want to order one for yourself?  Just go to www.oplates.com when you renew your plates.  Under specialty plates it is 
listed as ñOhio Beekeepersò. What will your plate say? 

The Save The Honey Bee License Plate - Whatôs on Your Car? 

So What is an Apiary Diagnostic Kit? 

One of the many questions that we keep hearing from 
new beekeepers is ñwhat exactly am I looking for?ò when 
they inspect their hives.  That is a really good question.  
How can you identify pests and diseases, and keep track 
of the health of the hive if you do not know what to look 
for, and what tools to use. 
 
The OSBA ADK (Apiary Diagnostic Kit) Committee devel-
oped a portable kit complete with tools and a full-color 
laminated field guide to help identify issues, and provide 
a tracking form for each hive visit.  Our 50 intrepid volun-
teers put the kits through their paces this summer, and 
reported twice a month through an on-line survey.  From 
their feedback the committee refined the kit contents 
along with the manual. 
 
The kit contains : 5 gallon white bucket with 
lid, Fresnel Lens, Tweezer, Flashlight, LED 
Flashlight, Capping Scratcher, Sugar Shake 
Jar and Screen, Rubber band, Coffee Filters, 
Drone Comb Frame, Queen Marking Tube, 
Queen Marking Pen, Dry Erase Marker, 
Measuring Cup, Hive Beetle Blaster, Hive 
Beetle Jail, Microfiber Towel, and 34 page full 
color laminated spiral bound  manual. 
 

The goal is to increase beekeeper confidence in hive 
management by providing tools to help monitor and diag-
nose changes in the hive before they reach a critical 
stage and the hive dies. 
 
We are setting up a special website page that will have 
links to treatments and any other beekeeping issues that 
arise during the beekeeping year. 
 
We will also have a limited number of kits available for 
sale through our website and at conferences.  If you were 
to create the kit from scratch, you would pay over $80 for 
just the kit contents, not including the laminated manual, 
or individual shipping charges.   

 
The kit and manual are available for purchase 
for a limited time at a special price of $49.99 
(plus shipping) from our website, or $45 at the 
OSBA table at upcoming conferences.  The 
manual, by it self, is available on-line for 
$24.99 (free shipping), or $20 at the OSBA 
table. 
 
 

www.OhioStateBeekeepers.org/adk  

http://www.oplates.com
http://www.OhioStateBeekeepers.org/adk
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Traveling Speaker Program: The Second Season 

As part of the Specialty Crop Block Grant, our goal was to provide up to 
30 Traveling Speaker Presentations on the topic of Monitoring for Sus-
tainability within a two year period.  We will have completed that goal 
during the 1st quarter of 2018.  The presentation surveys provided not 
only positive feedback, but also suggestions for other topics OSBA could 
cover during future Traveling Speaker Programs. 
 
Your OSBA Board heard you  and has agreed to sponsor a new 2018 
Traveling Speaker Series. The topic will be ñSustainable Beekeeping 
Management using Nucs.ò  This program will cover the basics of what a 
nuc is, how and when to make a nuc and how to use it as part of a sus-
tainable beekeeping program. Topics will include using nucs for swarm 
control,  backup queens and insurance to hedge against winter hive loss. 
 
OSBA is covering the majority of the cost for this program.  There will be 
a nominal fee to reserve a Traveling Speaker: $35 for OSBA affiliates, 
and $50 for non-affiliates. 
 
We will start accepting reservations for our Traveling Speakers starting in 
March.  To schedule a speaker, please contact Terry Lieberman-Smith at 
osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com . 

The USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant allows OSBA to provide up to 700 complimentary Apiary Diagnostic Kits to new 
Ohio beekeepers to help increase their monitoring skills.  We have distributed over half of our inventory, so the rest of 
the kits are available on a first come, first serve basis. 
 
Eligibility requirements for new Ohio beekeeper: 
 

P Have taken a 2017 or 2018 beginner beekeeping class (if we have the class list from your instructor) or 
proof of class 
PProof of Apiary Registration 
PProof of Equipment Purchase 
PCommitment to fill out short on-line monthly surveys throughout 2018 regarding your hive visits 

 
If you meet those prerequisites,  then visit www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/adk to get information on how to apply for 
your complimentary kit.  New beekeepers who sign up for the program will receive monthly reminders of apiary tasks to 
help keep them on track for a successful year. 
 
Each kit contains easy to use tools to help monitor your hives, along with a full-color spiral bound and laminated  step- 
by-step guide that includes helpful photos.  Retail cost: $49.99 

Specialty Crop Block Grant-- What it Means for Ohio Beekeepers 

New Beekeepers -- Eligibility to Receive a Complimentary Apiary Diagnostic Kit 

mailto:osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/adk
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Louise Adkins 

Dawn Arheit 

Tim Arheit 

Tina Bobek 

Michele  Colopy  

David Crawford 

Marie Crawford 

Don Crock 

Mike Doseck 

Sheila Doseck 

Jeff Gabric and family 

Eileen Hahn 

Joe Heider 

Brad Hibbard 

Troy Liebengood 

Linda Miller 

Angel Mitchell 

Susan Nutter 

Shaun Powers 

Rod Pritchard 

Tom Rathbun 

Peggie Shaw 

Marc Smith 

Jamie Walters 

Dee Walters 

Marishka Wile 

Dwight Wilson 

Jerry Wilson 

Enthusiastic, genuine interest, passion and dedication, community inter-
est, volunteer, leader, professional, continually seeks new knowledge, 
sponge for information, modest, giving of time.  These are just some of 
the adjectives in the numerous support letters nominating Jamie Walters 
for 2017 OSBA Beekeeper of the Year award. 

Jamieôs enthusiasm and dedication to beekeeping helps bring him to new 
adventures.  He was encouraged to teach a beginner beekeeping class 
in the Defiance area.  His students decided that he should help start a 
club in the area.  This lead to the formation of the Black Swamp Bee-
keepers Association, whose members have participated in hive painting 
contests, community outreach, and even marching in a local parade - all 
in the clubôs first year!  

Jamie doesnôt wait to be asked, many times he steps up to volunteer if he 
knows that his skills can be helpful to an activity. 

Congratulations to Jamie Walters, OSBA 2017 Beekeeper of the Year! 

A Great Big THANK YOU to our OSBA Fall Conference Volunteers 

Introducing OSBA 2017 Beekeeper of the Year - Jamie Walters 

OSBA President, Tim Arheit, presents the 
2017 OSBA Beekeeper of the Year award 
to Jamie Walters 
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The Ohio State Fair continues to evolve into a showcase 
for all things beekeeping and a major outreach opportuni-
ty for the Ohio State Beekeepers Association, and its 
mission to promote beekeeping to every corner of the 
state.  
 
OSBA developed the pavilion with state fair officials who 
shared a mutual interest in raising awareness of Ohio 
beekeeping at a venue rooted in Ohioôs agriculture indus-
try. The thousands of visitors who stroll through the pavil-
ion view educational displays, hands-on exhibits, live bee 
demonstrations and hear expert presentations. 
 
The efforts of OSBA to put the spotlight on honey bees, 
beekeeping, and the critical importance of pollination on 
such a large stage as the state fair takes a substantial 
financial commitment, and many dedicated volunteers. 
 
The Ohio State Fair has embraced OSBAôs efforts to de-
velop exhibits and programming to acquaint the visiting 
public with honey bees and their value in agriculture, the 
food chain and nature.  
 
Volunteers are key to the success of the pavilion, accord-
ing to Nina Bagley, who chairs the OSBAôs Fair Commit-
tee. On most days, 5-8 volunteers are needed from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. to greet visitors, staff exhibits, and answer 
questions. Volunteers say the day is enjoyable and the 
conversations quite interesting with fair visitors who are in 
awe of the live bee displays. 
 
ñThe people who sign up to volunteer have a contagious 
enthusiasm about beekeeping and a willingness to share 

their own experiences and insight,ò said Bagley. ñOur 
greatest reward is when visitors from previous years re-
turn to the pavilion so excited to tell us they took a bee-
keeping class and theyôre now óone of us.ô We hear it 
every year and itôs a great moment.ò  
 
Other returning visitors like to talk about their success in 
starting pollinator gardens with the seeds they picked up 
in the pavilion. ñWeôre proud of the number of new bee-
keepers we recruit,ò said Bagley, ñbut we explain you 
donôt need to be a beekeeper to help the bees. Garden-
ers are just as valuable.ò  
 
We encourage Ohio Beekeeping clubs to participate at 
the fair by choosing a day to ñhostò the pavilion using 
their own club members. It builds camaraderie among 
club members to share the day together, and the club 
can set up its own display at the fair. Tickets and parking 
passes are provided to volunteers. 
 
The OSBA pavilion opens at Ohio State Fair on July 29, 
2018 and runs for eight days through Aug. 5. Planning is 
underway and clubs and members who wish to partici-
pate should contact Nina or any of the other committee 
members: Zale Maxwell, Tina Bobek, Marishka Wile, 
Dwight Wells, Louise Adkins and David Crawford. 
 
If your club has not participated in the past, please con-
tact a committee member or OSBA officer for more infor-
mation. 

Only at State Fair: Public Swarms to Bees, Beekeepers 

David Crawford 
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Join OSBA Todayð 

OSBA works 24/7 for beekeepers.   

Your $20 membership (less than 6 
cents per day) supports activities 
and projects that benefit our bee-
keeping community. 

Support the Beekeepers Voice 
of Ohio 

OSBA Fall Conference  

November 3, 2018 

Plain City, OH 

Great Speakers 

Breakout Sessions 

Vendors 

Contests 

Auction Table 

And more... 

An educational and fun-filled day  

 

Want to know who are  

special guest speakers will bee? 

Hereôs a hint: 

M.S. and D.P 


