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OSBA 4-H Partnership Program 2019
The Ohio State Beekeepers Association supports new young beekeepers through our 4H Partnership Program. The 4H
Partnership Program encourages participation of the guardian, 4H adviser, local association, and mentor. We are pleased
to announce the winners of the OSBA 2019 4-H Partnership Program.

Joshua Adler
Michael Smoot, Mentor
Miami Valley Beekeepers Association

Nick Furbee
Kristin Furbee, Mentor
Central Ohio Beekeepers

Amber Averwater
Shelly McClain, Mentor
Brown County Beekeepers

Emma Smith
Dwight Wilson, Mentor
Northwest Ohio Beekeepers

Abigail Butcher
Becky Hooper, Mentor
Ashtabula County Beekeepers

Sophia Wood
Geoff Westerfield, Mentor
Portage County Beekeepers

Caiden Davis
Dwight Wilson, Mentor
Northwest Ohio Beekeepers

OSBA is providing each of the scholarship winners with woodenware for two complete medium eight frame hives, along
with other supportive educational material and membership, and the OSBA Beekeeper Training 2 DVD set,
The OSBA 4-H Committee members include: Tim Arheit, Mike Doseck, Terry Lieberman-Smith, Dan O’Callaghan,
Sherylee Swartz, and Marishka Wile. The committee also reviewed the equipment bids for the 2019 program. Brushy
Mountain Bee Farm was selected as the supplier for this year’s winners.
OSBA would like to extend a special thank-you to My Bee Supply
owner, Jeff Gabric, for donating a complimentary set of equipment
so that OSBA can expand its program this year to include an extra
4-H student.
Pictured at right: Shelly McClain (Amber’s Mentor), OSBA 4-H
Partnership Winner Amber Averwater, OSBA Regional Director
Marishka Wile, and Gary Keuffer, Brown County Beekeepers Association Educational Program Director.

Help support educational programs such as this
OSBA 4-H Partnership Program
Renew your OSBA membership for 2019
Go on-line or use the membership form on page 44
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Humming along- No Winter Doldrums
OSBA ended the 2018 beekeeping year with a wellattended 2018 Fall Conference, followed quickly by our
first ever Build A Better Bee Club workshop, which
reached maximum capacity before the original close of
registration date.
Barely taking a moment to breathe, we moved on to selecting the OSBA 4-H Sponsorship Winners for 2019,
creating and sending out the OSBA General Survey in
order to get feedback from over 1,300 Ohio beekeepers
to use during the December Strategic Planning Meeting
for OSBA Board Members.
Next tasks include budgets, final touches on the OSBA
Traveling Speaker Presentation, selecting the 2019 Traveling Speaker Team, finalizing many of the speakers for
the OSBA November 2, 2019 Fall Conference, along with
catering and location.

important beekeeper information and information about
OSBA itself.
Friends continually ask me, “Why put so much time into
this organization?” Why? Because OSBA is here to advocate for, and assist, the over 10,000 Ohio beekeepers
and local beekeeping associations.

OSBA’s work is an investment in the future of beekeepers and beekeeping in our state.
Membership support, and volunteer hours, help continue
OSBA’s educational and outreach programs into future
years.
See you in the beeyard~~

The OSBA Fair Committee is working on the 2019 Pavilion activities, the Honey Judging Class plans are finished, the OSBA Financial Review Committee is working
to develop policies that will ensure continuing fiscal stability, and the OSBA website is constantly updated with

Terry Lieberman-Smith
President, Ohio State Beekeepers
Connecting Beekeepers Across Ohio

OSBA’s Regional Directors and
Regional Representatives
During elections at the 2019 OSBA Fall Conference, members had the opportunity to vote for three OSBA Regional
Directors.
OSBA welcomes our newly elected Regional Directors:
Heart of Ohio
Nina Bagley
Ohio Valley
Marishka Wile
Miami Valley
Alex Zomchek
Erie Basin Angel Mitchell (filling Tom Rathbun’s term)
We also welcome our newly appointed Regional Representatives:
Heart of Ohio
Rod Pritchard
Maumee Valley
Jamie Walters
Top of Ohio
Mike Doseck
Miami Valley
Geoffrey Hultgren
Erie Basin
Sonny Ward
Crossroads
Rick Blessing
OSBA would like to thank outgoing OSBA board members,
Jeff Gabric, Tom Rathbun, Kathi Hinckley-Vaughn, Chris
Dresel, Ed Freel and Brad Hibbard for their work to help
beekeepers in our state.

Simpson
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OSBA Affiliate Program– Helping Ohio Associations Become Stronger
This program offers a wide variety of benefits to local bee- Not only will your association save money, but donors to
keeping associations. Since its inception in 2016, the pro- your association can receive a charitable deduction for dogram has grown to include 16 local associations.
nations. Additional benefits are already being explored for
the future.
The OSBA Affiliate Program helps local associations reduce overhead costs so that the local club funds can be To help expedite becoming an affiliate, each association
spent on beekeeper education and outreach.
will be assigned an OSBA Officer to help guide the group
through the paperwork.
The OSBA Affiliate Program offers:
Because we are adding associations under our 501c3 um local association liability insurance at a reduced rate brella, associations will still have to follow the applicable
bee club guidelines.
 director and officer insurance at a reduced rate
 non-profit status under the OSBA 501c3 umbrella
 website hosting

Contact your OSBA Director or Representative for more
details.

 Discounts on OSBA programming
 Software Discount
 And other benefits

Current OSBA Affiliates
Ashtabula Beekeepers

Medina County Beekeepers

Black Swamp Beekeepers

Miami Valley Beekeepers

Geauga County Beekeepers

Portage County Beekeepers

Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers

Richland Area Beekeepers Association

Greene County Beekeepers

Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers

Guernsey Noble County Beekeepers

Scioto Valley Beekeepers Association

Harrison County Beekeepers

Tuscarawas Beekeepers

Lake County Beekeepers

Warren County Ohio Beekeepers

May we suggest email delivery of your next newsletter? The newsletter you are reading cost $1.80
to print and mail. Sign up for the e-zine and...
 Bee “green”
 Receive the e-zine faster than the snail mail
version
 The e-zine is in full color
 The e-zine has hyperlinks to our vendors
webpages
 Better use of your membership dues
.
Please email osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com to
change your delivery to email.

New OSBA Life Members
The following beekeepers have shown their support
of OSBA by becoming Life Member.

Life Membership consists of a one-time payment to
OSBA of $200.
Lorie Armbruster
Ron Baldridge
Margaret Cresho
David and Nancy Emnett
Mike Klem
Kyle Kovacs

Carol Locker
Amanda McWilliams
Amy Osborne
Doug Severt
Michael Stone
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The Save The Honey Bee License Plate - What’s on Your Car?
This plate brings public awareness to the importance of honey bees and beekeepers, and provides funding for OSBA
projects relating to research, education and outreach. One project with multiple benefits, thanks to a team effort.
Want to order one for yourself? Just go to www.oplates.com when you renew your plates. Under specialty plates it is
listed as “Ohio Beekeepers”. What will your plate say?

OSBA Fall Conference Honey Contest Winners
Congratulations to all those beekeepers who took the time to prepare entries for the OSBA Fall Conference Honey Contest. Here are the 2018
OSBA Fall Conference winners:
Baked Goods:
1st Place:
Claudia Khoures-Bowers
2nd Place:
Ray Moeller
Wax:
1st Place:
2nd Place:

Joseph Kovaleski
Mark Vandayburg

Light Extracted Honey:
1st Place:
Joseph Kovaleski
2nd Place:
Fran Davidson
Cut Comb:
1st Place:

Joseph Kovaleski
Best of Show:
Joseph Kovaleski

Honey Judge, Jim Thompson
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Traveling Speaker Program: The Third Season

This year’s topic for the OSBA Traveling Speaker Program is
“Sustainable Beekeeping Management: Hobbyist Queen-Rearing.”
Our program will cover the basics of what a hobbyist beekeeper needs to
consider, and the steps to take, to raise Ohio queens.

OSBA is covering the majority of the cost for this program. There will be
a nominal fee to reserve a Traveling Speaker: $35 for OSBA affiliates,
and $50 for non-affiliates.
We are currently accepting reservations for these presentations. To
schedule a speaker, please contact:
Terry Lieberman-Smith at president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org .
Other topics available through the Traveling Speaker Program include:




Monitoring for Sustainability
Sustainable Beekeeping using Nucs
Grants - What You Need to Know Before You Get Started

Shopping at your neighborhood Kroger while donating to OSBA-food for you means funds for the beekeeping community!
OSBA is part of the Kroger Community Rewards Program. When you register your Kroger Plus Card, each
time you shop for groceries and use your Kroger Plus Card, OSBA automatically earns a Kroger Rewards donation. For more information: https://www.kroger.com/topic/community-rewards-9.
Type in “Ohio State Beekeepers” when it asks the donation group and designate OSBA as your recipient of
Kroger Community Rewards.

New Beekeepers - Eligibility to Receive a Complimentary Apiary
Diagnostic Kit
The USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant allowed OSBA to provide up to 700 complimentary Apiary Diagnostic Kits to
new Ohio beekeepers to help increase their monitoring skills. We have less than 125 complimentary kits remaining, so
the rest of the kits are available on a first come, first serve basis.
Eligibility requirements for new Ohio beekeeper:
Have taken a 2018 or 2019 beginner beekeeping class (if we have the class list from your instructor) or
proof of class
Proof of Apiary Registration
Proof of Equipment Purchase (hive or bees)
Commitment to fill out short on-line monthly surveys throughout 2019 regarding your hive visits
If you meet those prerequisites, then visit www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/adk to get information on how to apply for
your complimentary kit. New beekeepers who sign up for the program will receive monthly reminders of apiary tasks to
help keep them on track for a successful year.
Each kit contains easy to use tools to help monitor your hives, along with a full-color spiral bound and laminated stepby-step guide that includes helpful photos.
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Awards Presented at the OSBA Fall Conference

Introducing OSBA 2018 Beekeeper of the Year - Ron Stucke
OSBA is proud to recognize Ron Stucke as the 2018 OSBA Beekeeper of the
Year.

His nomination letters constantly referred to his passion for beekeeping, sharing,
contributing to the community, and the amount of volunteer time over the past 30
years spent on educating beekeepers and the general public.
Ron is one of the founding members of Greater Grand Lakes Beekeepers Association, helps with the beginner beekeeping class, volunteers at the Mercer County
Fair and the Ohio State Fair, and helps at GGLBA’s field day. Ron mentors new
beekeepers and gives presentations at schools and civic meetings.
He stays current on beekeeping information by reading books and researching
topics on the internet.
For all the above, and more, OSBA is proud to present Ron Stucke with the 2018
OSBA Beekeeper of the Year award.

Introducing OSBA 2018 Propolis Award Winner - Jamie Walters

You know that club member, always willing to step up and help out, whether or not
the request is last minute. Always willing to go that extra distance to help make the
club experience a positive interaction between club and participants.
They may not want to stand out in a crowd, but without their help, your club would not
be a smooth running, member friendly, educational experience. They are the propolis
that keeps the hive (club) healthy.
Here are just some of Jamie’s propolis earning activities:
Two years dedicated to developing a Pollinator Sanctuary & Training Facility

President of BSBA, VP of NWOBA, Editor of the ADK Hive Digest, Defiance
County Bee Inspector, and OSBA Traveling Speaker
Providing over 80 beekeeping presentations across the Midwest.
For all the above activities, and more, OSBA is proud to present Jamie Walters with
the 2018 OSBA Propolis Award.
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Build A Better Bee Club Workshop

OSBA Affiliates and other club leaders asked for education to improve their clubs, from how to hold a meeting,
fiscal management, to responsibilities of Boards and individual Board members. OSBA designed the all-day
workshop, Build A Better Bee Club Workshop in order to
meet these requests of our affiliates and other bee club
leaders. The workshop was held on December 8, 2018.

“Yes, some information I was lacking and new information I can use to improve our club.”

Thanks to all 54 bee club leaders who pre-registered,
representing 10 different Ohio bee clubs. The Workshop
venue was contracted for 54 participants and 8 speakers.
We had another 3 people who missed the deadline to pre
-register, but due to space limitations could not attend.
The Workshop was planned for small group interaction in
each presentation which is why the venue had space
limits. Four speakers from outside of OSBA joined four
speakers from within OSBA membership presenting thirteen topics to help club leaders manage their board
meetings, club finances, and communicate with their
board, membership, and the community. Thank you to
our speakers who shared their knowledge, experience,
and expertise: Speakers from OSBA included Tim Arheit,
Terry Lieberman-Smith, Mike Doseck, Jeff Gabric. NonOSBA Speakers were from: Preservation Parks, Pollinator Stewardship Council, Riccio & Associates, Inc., and
Mueller Honey Bee.

“Advocacy - detailed basic approach that was very
helpful for someone looking to start a local movement. Websites - Good overview, but maybe a little
too technical on web-hosting. This could possibly
be done as part 1 (the very basics of starting a website) and part 2 (taking your website to the next level. Newsletter- Very good discussion of how to create and disseminate a newsletter. Showed his own
& 3 newsletters from other clubs. Volunteers- Good
ideas on how to define volunteer positions and recruit volunteers. Also covered many ways to build
synergy and reward volunteers. Good job on a
tough subject. Break A Club - This was excellent! I
think I learned as much about a good board as I did
a bad board. Michele has a great background and
was perfect for this. Facebook - Excellent job Terry!
Good overview with examples on how to build a
page and maintain it.”

“Thank you for a very productive day!”
“I really appreciate all the time and effort put in by
the speakers.”

“Was the Workshop valuable to participants?” A few
comments from the forty-six completed evaluations are
below.
“I better understand my role and responsibilities as
a board member. Thank you!”
“Very valuable, I think you did a great job with the
speakers. Really interesting topics. I learned a lot!”
“This provided reasons for what we do and how to
do things better. I felt rejuvenated.”
“Thanks for a really great and informative day.”
“Yes, very well done. Great to see other club structure/activities/ideas.”
“Very well organized, good format, time schedule
was good and quick. Afternoon refreshments was a
very good idea.”
“I liked that talks were offered 2 times each.”
“All of the speakers were dynamic and engaging.
All were very informative. Yes-extremely-very well
organized.”

Pictured left, Emily Mueller
Pictured right: Saundra McBrearty
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Now Available on the OSBA Website:
990 Annual Reports
990 Annual Report Affiliate (group)
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/about-osba/annualreports/
OSBA Board Meeting Minutes

http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/about-osba/meetingminutes/
OSBA Suggestion box
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/about-osba/suggestionbox/
Fair Communication
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/11/fair-email-chain-391043-min.pdf

Results from the OSBA General Information Survey
(to be uploaded)
2019 OSBA Budget (to be uploaded)

Join OSBA Today—
OSBA works 24/7 for beekeepers.
Your $20 membership (less than 6
cents per day) supports activities
and projects that benefit our beekeeping community.

Support the Beekeepers Voice
of Ohio

OSBA Fall Conference
November 2, 2019
Plain City, OH
Great Speakers
Breakout Sessions
Vendors
Contests
Raffle Table
And more...
An educational and fun-filled day
Want to know who are
special guest speakers will bee?
Here’s a hint:
K.T. and E.F.
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Thank You to our OSBA 2018
Traveling Speaker Team
OSBA would like to thank the following beekeepers who
provided local associations with educational presentations as part of the OSBA Traveling Speakers Program.
Thank you for your dedication to educating beekeepers
across Ohio.
The Traveling Speaker Program is funded in part by
OSBA.
Tim Arheit

Joe Kovaleski

Peggy Garnes

Jamie Walters

Bob Hooker

OSBA Strategic Planning Meeting
for 2019
This year’s strategic planning meeting (SPM) took place
December 15 in Columbus Ohio. Your OSBA Executive
Board, Officers and In-coming Officers spent the day
working towards the common goal of creating support
programs for Ohio beekeepers and beekeeping associations.
Guest speakers included Beth Short, from the Ohio Attorney General Charitable Division Office, Kyle White from
OSU Extension, and facilitator Iris Meltzer.
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Maintaining the White Knight’s Armor
Doug Stanton, OSBA Master Beekeeper Program Chair
While doing apiary inspections I often see beekeepers put
on bee suites that appear to have been bought from a
mud wrestling beekeeper who kept their hives in the La
Brea Tar Pits.
Many beekeepers are concerned with inspectors transferring disease from apiary to apiary. The biggest concerns
are contamination via contaminated tools or protective
clothing. Keeping your equipment clean and sanitary
goes a long way in preventing contamination of apiaries.
Beekeepers often ask me; is that a new bee jacket; or
how do you keep from staining your jacket; or how do you
keep your jacket so white? I have several “secrets” on
how I keep my bee jacket nice and white:
1. Wash your bee suit frequently. The older the
soil/stain, the harder it is to remove it. I have
two bee jackets. I use one while the other is in
the laundry. I use a jacket for 1 - 5 days then
wash it.
2. Keep your bee suit hung up to keep it out of the
dirt.
3. Wear disposable gloves. They don’t protect
you from stings, but you can strip them of and
have clean hands. Removing the gloves before taking off your suit (clean Hands) helps
keep your suit clean.
4. Wrap your sleeve cuffs with duct tape. This
keeps your cuffs clean.
5. Wear an apron when removing honey supers

•
•

Add ¼ cup Amway All Fabric Bleach, (DO NOT USE
CHLORINE BLEACH!) to washer
1 cup clear ammonia (eliminates odors), add last just
before closing machine.

REMEMBER: NEVER MIX CHLORINE BLEACH WITH
AMMONIA
Hang your suit in the sun after washing and air dry. It
helps whiten your suit and destroy odors (and removes
residual Lestoil® Odor)
Warning! Mixing chemicals can be hazardous. The
above recipe was carefully checked for chemical compatibility. Use substitutions at your own risk. Do not use
vinegar, citric acid, CLR® or chlorine bleach. These may
cause the release of toxic gasses which are hazardous.

Having been a Food Scientist (Food Chemist) in my professional career, I came up with the following to keep my
bee suit nice and white:
To wash your suit:
1. Wash in the Hottest Water Possible (but not boiling)
2. Use the Longest and Most Vigorous Wash Cycle
Your Washer Has
3. Use an extra rinse cycle
4. Repeat for old, really bad soil/stains. Really old
stains won’t come out.
5. If using a front loading washer, wash with several
towels to get better agitation
6. Do not dry if repeating treatment
7. This will not remove burn marks from your smoker

Laundry Recipe:
• 1 cup Lestoil® (Apply to Most Soiled Spots, allow to
soak overnight)
• Add 1 cup Borax (1 ½ cups if you have really hard
water) to washer
• Add 1 cup Washing Soda (Sodium Carbonate) to
washer
• Add ¼ cup Unscented Amway SA8® Laundry Detergent to washer

Note: Editor’s jacket, before and after.
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Honey Judging Class Spring 2019

OSBA is offering both sessions of the Honey Judging Class this spring on March 8 & 9, 2019 at the Conference Room
at Waterman Farms in Columbus, Ohio. The Friday evening class (6pm -9pm) will offer the beginning session that
includes equipment, liquid honey and wax. The cost for the Friday evening class is $50.00 and will include Jim
Thompson’s book on honey judging and handouts.
The Advanced Class will be held on Saturday (all-day class 9am-4pm) will be a combined class of students from Friday evening and the students from the 2018 March class held in Akron, Ohio this past spring. Cost for this all-day session is $75.00. The Saturday class will refresh equipment, liquid honey and wax then move on to the remaining five
areas:
1) Common Products of the Hive
2) Non - Honey Hive Products
3) Home Kitchen Produced
4) Personal Care Products
5) Miscellaneous Products related to Beekeeping
The newly updated and revised manual will be included in the cost of $75.00 for the Saturday session. The manual
has updated judging forms, judge’s forms and list of current judges in Ohio and is in a three-ring binder for ease of use.

Instructors for the classes are John Grafton, and Bruce Schneider.
Register online at www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org .
Contact Peggy Garnes with any questions at: vice-president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org.
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Support OSBA 4-H Partnership Program by Shopping at Amazon.com
You can help the Ohio State Beekeepers Association
raise money to support 4H and education for young beekeepers just by doing something you do already. When
you shop at Amazon.com, for any item, using the following link, a portion of your purchase will be donated to the
Ohio State Beekeepers Association. We will use any
funds generated from your purchases to support our programs for 4H beekeepers and provide education for
young beekeepers! Feel free to share this link will all your
friends and family and raise even more money to support
the next generation of beekeepers.
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/amazon
If you forget to start with the link, that’s okay. Just open a
new browser window, go to the OSBA site and click on
the AmazonSmile link, and it will take you to your current
Amazon page so you can continue shopping!

Save The Honey Bee Stickers
These 2 inch circular stickers are available on the OSBA
website. Our stickers are perfect for both indoor and
outdoor events when you want to spread the word about
beekeeping. Less mess than honey sticks, and the price
is right too.
1,000 stickers for only $25.50 (not including shipping).
Place your order now and pick them up at the conference—save shipping and handling costs.
www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/stickers/
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What is OSBA
OSBA is a non-profit organization with a mission to promote beekeeping in the state of Ohio. OSBA Board of Directors make up of 23 voting members. Eighteen of these members represent each of the nine regions of Ohio. They
are the people who represent the membership and your region in all votes taken by the OSBA board regarding the
business of OSBA. Get to know your Representatives, they are here to help you.

Regional Director
Dwight Wilson
Reg. Representative
Jamie Walters

Regional Director
Angel Mitchell
Reg. Representative
Sonny Ward

Regional Director
Allyson May
Reg. Representative
To be Nominated
Regional Director
Joe Heider
Reg. Representative
Rick Blessing

Regional Director
Dwight Wells
Reg. Representative
Mike Doseck

Regional Director
Don Crock
Reg. Representative
To be Nominated

Regional Director
Alex Zomchek
Reg. Representative
Geoffrey Hultgren
Regional Director
Nina Bagley
Reg. Representative
Rod Pritchard
Regional Director
Marishka Wile
Reg. Representative
To be Nominated

If you have not met your region's Representative or Director at your club's meeting, please invite
them for a visit. Their contact information is available at :
www.OhioStateBeekeepers.org and on page 43 of this edition.
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Williams Honey Bees
Packages & Nucs
Packages Available:
4/2/18
4/16/18

Nucs Available
5 Frame Nucs (mid-May pickup)

www.williamshoneybees.com
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Take Advantage of These Winter/Spring Educational Workshops

2019 Honey Bee Expo

Michigan Beekeepers Association

The Mid Ohio Valley Beekeepers’ Association, in conjunction with the West Virginia Extension Services, will
present the 17th annual Honey Bee Expo. This event will
be held Saturday, January
26th, 2019, on the Campus of
WVU Parkersburg, WV. Dr.
Brock Harpur, Assistant Professor in the Entomology
Department of Purdue University, will be the featured
presenter. In addition, there will be workshops for all
levels of beekeepers from beginners to advanced. Cost
is $20.00 adult, $8.00 youth 12yrs. and younger, if preregistered by January 13th. After that, cost will be
$25.00 and $8.00 at the door. Lunch will be an additional cost but is only available through preregistration.

MBA will hold its Spring 2019 Conference on Friday
March 8 and Saturday March 9 at the Kellogg Center at
Michigan State University. Keynote speakers will include Dr. May Berenbaum.

http://movba.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/preregistration-form2.pdf

For more information, visit their website at:
http://www.michiganbees.org/2019-spring-conference/

2019 Southwestern Ohio Beekeeper School
The SWOBA Beekeeper School at the Oasis Conference
Center in Loveland, Ohio is March 23, 2019. Registration opens January 15th.
For more information,
visit http://warren.osu.edu/
program-areas/agriculture-and-natural-resources/
southwestern-ohio-beekeeper-school

2019 Western PA Beekeeping Seminar
The Beekeepers of Indiana
The Bee School will be held on February 23, 2019,
at Decatur Central High School, 5251 Kentucky Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana 46221.
Dr. Tom Seeley, and Dr. Jeff Pettis are guest speakers.

The Seminar runs Friday night from 7-9 p.m. Saturday
morning registration begins at 7:30 a.m. and runs from
8:00 - 5:00. Guest speakers include Randy Oliver and
Grant Gillard.

https://beavervalleybees.net/index.php/event/westernpa-beekeeping-seminar/#buy-tickets

http://indianabeekeeper.com/contact_us/
indiana_bee_school_xvii

Looking Ahead...
TCBA 2019 Spring Workshop

Heartland Apiculture Society Conference

The 41st Annual Spring Workshop will be held on March
1-2, 2019 at the Fisher Auditorium, 1620 Madison Ave,
Wooster, OH. Registration opens in January.

July 8-10, 2019 http://www.heartlandbees.org/

http://www.tricountybeekeepers.org/

Eastern Apiculture Society Conference
July 14-19, 2019 http://www.easternapiculture.org/

OSBA Fall Conference
November 2, 2019
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Buzzing About
OSBA

4-H
We have a partnership
program to help promote
our next generation of
beekeepers.

Beekeeper
Education
Apiary Diagnostic
Kit

Community
Awareness

Club
Development &
Affiliate Program

Need a club in your area? OSBA has a “How
to Start a New Association Guide.” Contact your
OSBA Officer.

“Save the Honey Bee”
License plate increases
public awareness, and
provides funds for further
outreach.

Grant Funding
OSBA has created grant
programs to help encourage research and pollinator health and support
underserved groups.

Visit us on the web. Explore our electronic educational pages.

You
Master
Beekeeper
Program

OSBA
Educational
Conference

NOVEMBER 2, 2019
Reserve the Date for the
Fall Conference in Plain
City.

Webinars/
Podcasts
Specific
programming
reaching into the comfort
of your own home, on
your own schedule.

Self-paced 3 tiered education program. Get out
of your comfort zone and
learn new skills!
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Healthy, Wealthy and Dry
Alice Craig
It has been said (I don't remember by whom) that there
are 3 seasons to beekeeping – winter, recovering from
winter, and preparing for winter. It is wintertime for our
bees! Have you prepared?

ing SHB and removing WM, the less they are gathering
and storing food and tending to brood rearing. This picture was taken in a hive I took over last year. I can visibly
count 38 SHB but surely more were in the cells.

Preparing for winter actually begins in the summer and
carries on through an imprecise time when winter actually
sets in. We must ask: How much honey am I going to
remove from my hives? Will they be able to regain
enough stores to get them through winter? Am I being diligent in regular testing, inspecting, and treating as necessary to be sure pests and diseases under control?

Remember that unapproved (and even some approved)
chemicals you may think about using not only can kill the
SHB but can also harm your bees. My preferred methods
for both SHB and WM are a high bee-to-comb ratio and
trap, trap, trap!

Through many years of research and study, I have found
there are three major causes of winter colony deaths.
Poor health, moisture and starvation.
I believe a colony's greatest health nemesis is the varroa
destructor. They are physical or biological vectors for at
least 20 known
viruses including the commonly
known
deformed wing
virus
(DWV)
and
black
queen cell virus
(K-wing). Perhaps in your
inspections you
saw brood being uncapped
like this (a sign
of hygienic behavior which is good, but also a sign that
something is wrong, which is bad).
Not seeing evidence of mites does not mean your colonies
do not have them. At this printing, it's not too late to treat
for varroa, but your choices will be limited. A colony
whose health is compromised going into winter will struggle more to make it through winter. I encourage you to
check out the varroa management section of Honey Bee
Coalition (https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/).
Next up, the heavily
armored small hive
beetle and the opportunistic
wax
moth.
Just the
names bring forth
groans and frustration in most beekeepers. The more
a colony expends
time and energy
corralling and chas-

By the time of the first frost, mouse guards should be
placed. There are many types of guards, but remember
that mice can chew wood, especially if it means warmth
and food are involved. To a mouse, a hive is like a fire in
the fireplace and comfort food on a cold winter day.

Moisture in a winter hive is bad news. Not only can it lead
to mold but also the condensation dripping from the inner/
outer cover chills the bees. By the time the first frosts are
occurring, I like to have moisture quilts in place. You can
buy moisture boards/quilts or you can make an inexpensive but effective quilt. A simple 1x4" frame with ventila-

(Continued on page 24)
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tion holes on the sides (covered with screen) and muslin or canvas stretched over what will be the bottom and then
filled with wood chips allows moisture to rise, condense on the "ceiling" and then fall back on the chips where it dries
and never reaches the bees. I like wrapping with cloth because it prevents SHB from retreating upwards and hiding in
the midst of the wood chips. The small wood pieces hold the cloth up off the frames.
Bees need a wealth of food for the winter. Their own honey is best! It has amino acids, enzymes, and likely has
nutrients we don't know about yet. But, sugar is better
than dead bees, so in comes the no-cook candy board.
No cook because cooking sugar produces hydroxymethylfurfural, which contributes to ulceration of the bee gut.
Again, you can buy candy boards, but they are super
easy to make with a 1x4" frame, 1/2" hardware cloth,
scrap pieces of lumbar, sugar and water.
I like to add a 3/8" - 1/2" upper entrance, but it's not necessary if you keep the bottom entrance open from snow and
ice. Be sure to add 3/8" sticks/wood pieces to keep bee space between frames and candy as the weight of the sugar
will press it down onto the frames.
The hole in the middle of the sugar creates a chimney for excess moisture
to reach the moisture quilt and for a passageway for the bees to climb up
onto the candy.
The candy I make is 1
TBS water (mixed with
essential oil feeding
stimulant) per pound of
white sugar. I pack it
tightly, remove the scrap
lumber, and let it dry. It
hardens by the next
morning.
Remember to monitor
the candy supply through
the winter, especially in
the spring and add more
candy as needed.
Healthy, wealthy, and dry bees are happy bees!

Budget Friendly Pollinator Plantings
Every Spring, many County Soil and Water Conservation Departments participate in tree
sales. They offer a variety of conifers, shrubs, and deciduous trees for a great price.
These “whips” vary in age from 1-3 years of age and 8-28 inches in height. Not only are
many of these trees and shrubs pollinator friendly, but many would also work double duty
as future windbreaks for your apiary.
Past selections have included: American Arborvitae, Chokecherry (not to be used near
cattle or sheep), Red Osier Dogwood, American Cranberry, Sugar Maple and Tulip Poplar. If you have a hard time making up your mind, they offer different variety packs that will
meet your needs.
Most Soil and Water District sales end by the beginning of March, so don’t delay on
checking out their order forms. Check your local Soil and Water District for their tree order
forms
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Association Corner
From Marishka Wile - Ohio Valley:
Adams County Beekeepers September meeting guest
speaker, Mr. David Mangus, presented on varroa mite
prevention followed by one of ACBA’s Youth Scholarship
Recipients, Isaiah Qwest, who gave an in-depth presentation of his yearlong journey as a new beekeeper with his
awarded hives. ACBA’s scholarship program for youth is
made possible, in part, by support from the Farm Bureau.
At the October meeting BCBA presented the next award
recipients of their Youth Scholarship Program. There was
a mini-meeting for elections followed by a fellowship
dinner at the final November gathering.
ACBA meetings start at 7pm every third Thursday of the
month (except December and January) at the Bible Baptist
Church on 41 in West Union. For more information visit:
www.facebook.com/Adams-County-BeekeepersAssociation-214316711916893/

Highland County Beekeepers had a busy season. Club
topics in September and October centered around fall
flowers that the bees were working, ways to re-queen “hot”
hives and techniques for eliminating hive beetles.
HCBA ended its year with the November meeting. There
was a celebratory feast for the membership where great
food and excellent conversation was enjoyed by all. The
club members who had been able to attend OSBA’s Fall
Conference highlighted what they had learned there so
everyone in the membership could benefit.
HCBA meetings are held at 7:00pm, the third Tuesday of
the month (except December and January) at 119 Governor Foraker Pl. Hillsboro, OH.
Brown County Beekeepers: The September educational
program featured Hongmei Li-Byarlay, Assistant Professor
of Entomology at Central State University. Her program on
‘’Research in Honeybee Behavior and Genetics'' gave
members an insight into work currently being done at the
academic level to better understand one of the creatures
so important to our ecosystem.
The Brown County Fair at the end of September was once
again an occasion to share information about beekeeping
with the public. Poor weather during the early days of the
fair did not deter good attendance at our booth where club
members sold honey and wax and gave the kids the opportunity to ‘‘find the queen'' in our observation hive.
Shula Woodworth, the ‘‘Honeybee Nanny,’' spoke to the
membership in October about her holistic practices in
working her bees, which involves minimal disruption to
their life cycle. Shula produces a wide variety of products
from what she harvests from the hive. Soaps, tinctures,

salves, balms and shampoo are but a few of the products
she makes.(www.honeybeenanny.com)
On October 17th, an ‘‘Introduction to Beekeeping'' program was given at the Hillsboro Public Library to a very
engaged group that asked a lot of good questions on topics not covered in the presentation. The following evening,
October 18th, this same program was given to a new class
of Master Gardeners undergoing their training at the Clermont County Extension Office.
At the November meeting, BCBA voted to award two hive
scholarships fashioned after the OSBA program. Club officers are notifying youth organizations in the area about
the scholarships. BCBA is also thrilled to have Amber
Averwater as one of OSBA’s recipients for the 4-H scholarship award this year. Amber will be receiving two complete hive components to begin her beekeeping journey in
the spring. Congratulations Amber!

BCBA’s November meeting, the final meeting of the year,
is best known for its ‘‘Fun and Fellowship'' program. Members bring in a variety food and snacks to share and we
feature our yearly raffle in which members donate a wide
range of products to generate money for the club expenses. On November 8th an educational program was given
to our neighbors in Mason County Kentucky at the Buffalo
Trace Bee meeting on ‘‘Bee Hive Selection- The Pros and
Cons of Different Hives.’' The final bee educational program of the year was given at the Williamsburg Public Library on November 17th, where once again an
‘‘Introduction to Beekeeping'' was given with the hopes of
bringing in people to the hobby we find so fascinating.
For more information about BCBA
browncountybeekeepersassociation.org

visit

them

at
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From Mike Doseck - Top of Ohio:
Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers Association held the
final meeting of the year with the members bringing in holiday treats. Their guest speaker was Dwight Wells and
they used the Honey Bee Health Coalition booklet, purchased through OSBA by the Club, as a text for the evening. The club purchased and handed out, at the November meeting, a booklet to each member to read and study
prior to the December meeting.

Tim Arheit met with the Club Website Committee and,
through the Affiliate Program, has supported them in creating the website. Doug Coon and Brette Soucie are adding finishing touches, information and photos to the site:
https://gglba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/
OSBA offered the workshop "Build a Better Bee Club" in
Columbus on December 8 and six members attended the
workshop. With sessions available for specific officers and
some general club building sessions, it was the consensus
of everyone that it was of great interest and benefit to the
club. It was an early morning 1 1/2 hour trip but we held
our quarterly Board meeting on the way. A member rented a van but he forgot to add heat to the contract making it
a rather chilly trip. On a side note, they added fluid to the
radiator and had more than enough heat to thaw us out on
the return home.
Mark Beougher has applied to have his name added to the
Speaker List, available through OSBA, as a resource for
speaking on the topics of Swarm Trapping and 48 hour
queens. This list is available by contacting an OSBA
Board member.
Our new officers will be taking their positions in January. The new officers will be; Mark Beougher - President,
Allen Heindel - Vice President, Jeana Fisher - Secretary,
and Richard McNaughton - Treasurer.
Next quarters speakers have been decided and we are
waiting on a confirmation from one. We have three well
known speakers on our list and attending the monthly
meetings the first of the year: February's meeting will include Tony Rekeweg, a commercial beekeeper from Decatur, Indiana, whose family owns Rekeweg Honey. March has plans for a speaker known throughout the
bee world, especially Ohio, and they have high hopes in
him accepting our invitation. You can keep informed with
the monthly meetings by going to the NEW Website!

Miami Valley Beekeepers Association kept busy with
guest speakers, monthly visits to the club’s apiary, and the
Carry-in Dinner at the end of they year.

From Allyson May – Western Reserve Region:
Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association’s annual
beekeeping conference was held on October 10th. The

Ohio Beekeeping
presenters were Melanie Seal of Blue Sky Bee Supply,
Roy Hendrickson, veteran commercial beekeeper and writer and Jamie Walters. 84 beekeepers attended this event.

Roy Hendrickson, Guest Speaker at ACBA Conference
During the November 15th meeting, several members
demonstrated how to make various items from honey or
beeswax that would make great gift ideas.
In December, three officers attended the OSBA Build A
Better Bee Club Workshop and came away with several
great ideas. The annual Holiday luncheon/meeting will be
held on December 15th, which is always a great time to
review the past year and get feedback for the New Year.
Summit County Beekeepers Association members
have been involved in several public outreach programs,
giving talks about bees to elementary school children and
attending Fall Into Nature at the University of Akron Field
Station in Bath, Ohio. Melanie Seal of Blue Sky Bee Supply was our speaker at the October meeting giving us important information about getting hives ready for winter. In
November, SCBA offered a How to Make-It class about
beeswax, how to melt and strain the wax, make lip balm,
candles, ornaments, and waxed fabric food wraps. Dr.
Randy Mitchell spoke at the annual Holiday Pot Luck in
December about the Other Bees in Your Backyard. His
talk focused on native pollinators found in Ohio and more
specifically, those found in our area.
Geauga County Beekeepers Association finished up
their year with a honey bake off and listening to two great
speakers, Allyson May and Annette Birt Clark gave a talk
about raising bees in the city. It was excellent information
and gave a different point of view from raising bees in the
country. The club will continue to have an open forum "bee
chat" the first Saturday of each month for 2019. Exception
will be for the month of Jan. in which it will be the second
Sat., Jan 12, 2019. The bee chat will be located at the restaurant called Coffee Corners at 14544 N. Cheshire St.,
Burton, OH, Hours 9-11:30. This is an informal discussion
led by seasoned bee keepers who are there to answer any
question you may have about bee keeping. It is open to
the public.
During the month of December the club officers drove to
(Continued on page 27)
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Columbus for a day of meetings on how to run a bee club.
The information was outstanding and gave much insight
on how to run a club. The information will be used in the
future for our upcoming meetings. They also met to plan
out future meetings for 2019 and discussed various proposals for the upcoming year. Next proposed meeting
date for officers and those who want to get involved will
be January 12, 2019 at Burton Library 11:30 - 1pm.
They will have elections for new President and Vice President at the February meeting as they have both fulfilled
their two year terms. Officers are allowed to stay in office
for only two consecutive terms in their current position. All
meetings for the association will be on the third Thursday
of each month, 6:30pm - 8:30pm, (note: new meeting
starting date.) except for June, July and August which will
be on the weekend, and will be announced later.
Greater Cleveland Beekeepers have enjoyed the last
quarter of 2018. Denise Ellsworth, the October speaker.
discussed nutritional resources for bees at different times
of the year. She also shared information about the Ohio
Bee Atlas and the new Ohio Bee Advocates program.
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shops is complete and everyone looks forward to another
great year of speakers, workshops, and field days.
Lorain County Beekeepers has been busy over the past
few months. October was our Fall Banquet in celebration
of our successful Lorain County Fair showing. Plans are
already underway for our fair display in 2019, which will
be highlighting Lorain County Beekeepers 100th Anniversary!
The November speaker was Jeanne Saum from BEEpothecary who spoke on propolis and wax. They also held the
first Chili Cook Off with 6 participants. Congrats to winner, Bren Leiby, whose Sweet Chili won the crowd over.
December’s Christmas Potluck dinner was complete with
their own “Honey Bee Games,” based on the Newlywed
Game format. Simple questions like “how does your husband act when he is stung by a bee” to the tie breaker of
one spouse being blindfolded while the other spouse
gives them instructions on how to build a medium box!

In November, Leo Schirokauer, the 2018 GCBA Youth
Research Grant recipient and the 2018 Winner of the
Bayer Bee Care Young Beekeeper Award presented his
research updates for his work to find a treatment for
American Foul Brood, a devastating and incurable disease afflicting honeybees nationwide.
In December, Carl Schiller club member and director represented our club at the Cleveland Mini Maker Faire,
which was held at the Cleveland Public Library. This event
is an opportunity for individuals or groups to share/
showcase what they do. We had our holiday potluck and
officer elections in December enjoying food and fellowship
as we reflected on the past beekeeping year.
GCBA is excited to head into 2019 and at our January
meeting we will have the OSBA traveling speaker, Bob
Hooker presenting Sustainable Beekeeping Using Nucs.
Our meetings are held the second Wednesday of each
month from 7-9 pm at the Rocky River Nature Center.
Please join us in 2019.
Portage County Beekeepers had a good last quarter
beginning with the Fall workshop where they hosted
Weller Bee Supply who provided a great hands-on
demonstration on making candy boards. The focus for
the workshop was feeding bees to get them through the
winter. The Beginner Beekeeping Class registration is
also now up and running through the website. The club
looks forward to another great group of students this February. They also recently modified the officer positions to
split the Secretary and Treasurer positions. Work continues on the Executive Board working out the logistics of
our club apiary that is hosted at the county Soil and Water
office. Finally, the 2019 agenda for speakers and work-

Congratulations to winners, Daryll & Lacey Postlethwait,
and to other volunteer contestants - Adam and Nikki Beck;
Larry & Brenda Theurer and Richard & Bev Anderson.
Medina County Beekeepers club leaders hosted an information table on Beekeeping in Medina at the Medina
Senior Center on October 5th. Jane Dew, a long time
MCBA member, came and assisted visitors with candle
rolling.
Medina Beekeepers attended the award ceremony where
the Community Habitat Award from the National Wildlife
Federation Award was given to Medina County, the first
county in Ohio to receive this award. MCBA had an educational table set up during the afternoon event.

From Jeff Gabric- Heart of Ohio:
East Central Ohio Beekeepers Association held their
annual banquet on December 15.
Knox County Beekeepers Association held their banquet in December, with Denise Ellsworth as their guest
speaker. The club’s website has a new look.

(Continued on page 28)
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Central Ohio Beekeepers Association has many options for their beginner classes. Club calendars are currently available for purchase.
Scioto Valley Beekeepers held their annual gift exchange at their December meeting along with elections.
The club hives at Slate Run Living Historical Farm have
already received their first installment of winter patties.
Other club activities include collecting books for the Resource Library, club window decal sales, club extractor
loan program.

From Angel Mitchell- Erie Basin:
Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers had the clubs
Christmas Party at the Buckeye Fire and Grill Camp
Ground in Clyde, Ohio, with around 100 club members
attending. The club furnished Pulled Pork and Sloppy Joe
sandwiches and a delicious potluck furnished by all who
attended.
Wonderful door prizes given to everyone that attended
and a silent auction of wonderful gifts which were all donated by special club members.
One of the highlights of the evening was the presentation
of the “2018 Beekeeper of the Year Award” the award
was given to Richard Brutsche, past president of the club,
and current Educational Chairman. Richard has volunteered his time to set up and work at the five area County
Fairs, Explore Your Backyard program, (a program of
fourth graders within Sandusky County that meet for two
days of educational topics), the Beginners Beekeeping

Ohio Beekeeping

From Joe Heider and Rick Blessing: Crossroads
Region:
Tri-County Beekeepers (TCBA) is wrapping up the year
with their annual business meeting. At the annual business meeting there will be pie, lots of pie. Everyone
brings their favorite pie and we have a pie feast. Well
then there is the chili to counter balance all the sugar. But
the focus is to elect the following year’s leadership. This
year Ron Zickefoose was elected President, Randall
Westfall elected Vice President, John Smith elected Secretary, and Michael Gahan elected treasurer. Peggy
Garnes, Lloyd Horst and Glenn Turner are directors at
large. The Directors and Officers will have a meeting in
January to discuss the coming year (at that point it will be
the current year). We do not have a Christmas party
planned for this year but are working on adding that to
2019 as a time of Holiday celebration and Bee Talk of all
kinds.
January 30th will be the first members meeting of 2019,
with Peggy Garnes speaking on “Gearing Up For Spring.”
Meetings generally start with a welcome followed by the
guest speaker. Following the speaker they have a 15 minute or so break for snacks and chit chat. The business
meeting for the month takes up the remaining time. There
is often a group after the business portion that stand
around talking bees. You do not have to be a member to
attend the meetings. The club actually encourages people
to check us out to see if we fit your needs. Membership in
TCBA is $10 per year and is due January 1st. Memberships are not prorated for starting later in the year.
The big activity at this point is the TCBA Spring Beekeepers Workshop. This will be the 41st workshop. Registration should open online around the 15th of January. Watch
our website for more information and for registration to
open. www.tricountybeekeepers.org/register
They had a meeting in December to plan the years
speaker list. When it is confirmed the information will be
posted on our website and published in our newsletter.

SRVBA Officers presenting the 2018 Beekeeper
of the year award to Richard Brutsche

class (a 10 hour two day class to teach and help to mentor the new beekeepers) and countless Honeybee talks
given throughout the year. Thank you Richard Brutsche
for your time and educating the general public on the importance and benefits of the Honey bee.
Richland Area Beekeepers had Kim Flottum, editor of
Bee Culture Magazine, as their guest speaker in November.

Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers had their annual Honey
Show at the October Meeting. John Grafton was guest
speaker and Honey Judge. The club award winners
were: James Coyle, 1st Place, Don Crock, 2nd Place and
Jodi Cordell, 3rd place.
The November meeting was election night for the following offices: President, Don Crock; Vice-President, Phil
Dobeck; Secretary, Misty Wyscarver, Treasurer, Marge
Seaton and Trustee, James Coyle.
Visit their website for more information about the club:
www.guernseynoblebeekeepers.com/
(Continued on page 29)
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Tuscarawas County Beekeepers focused their meetings
this quarter on prepping the hives for winter, equipment
needs for the coming year, and winter feeding.

From Miami Valley Region:
Greene County Beekeepers Association had a busy
quarter that included October guest speaker Andy Kartal,
and a well attended Carry-In Dinner for their November
meeting.
Warren County Beekeepers were a busy hive with guest
speaker including Ray
Satterfield who gave a
presentation
on
soap
making, and Alice Craig ,
pictured here, (see her
article in this newsletter)
who discussed winter
preparations for the apiary.

They ended the year with
a Carry-In meal and gift
swap. The club recently
re-vamped their website.

From Dwight Wilson and Brad Hibbard - Maumee
Valley Region:
Black Swamp Beekeepers Association has been a
busy colony with the Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting
ceremony of Ohio's 1st Pollinator Sanctuary & Training
Facility on September 22nd, 2018. This was made possible
thanks to tremendous support from our community, Defiance County agencies,
association
members, sponsors
and the Defiance
Area Foundation &
Wertz family. This
was our first year in
awarding the “KeyPer Award” to Dwight
Wilson, someone that
plays a vital key in
making
progress,
opening doors, moving in the right direction and keeping ideas alive in beekeepJamie Walters presenting award to
ing.
Dwight and Jerry Wilson
BSBA participated in
over 80 presentations
and events to share beekeeping, pollinators, and planting
of Ohio native plants & trees. We also had almost 100
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visitors to the Pollinator Sanctuary; home school kids &
parents, Master Gardeners, OCVN's, Soil & Water Conservation personnel from NW Ohio, and County Commissioners from the area.
BSBA had a great finish to the 2018 season with speakers
and presentations; Dylan Westrick / Audra Smith – Mead
Making, Jamie Walters – Hive Inspections & Preparing for
Winter, Dr. Phillip Petterborg – top bar hives, Dwight Wilson - mountain camp, sugar blocks, and all of the options
for ventilation. A small swarm of keepers made their way
to the OSBA Conference for further education, where Jamie Walters was awarded the 2018 Propolis Award.
Black Swamp participates in an annual city parade of over
40,000 people lining the streets with a “Bee Float” that
was constructed by Laura and Doug Severt, and Dee
Walters. The famous OSBA Hon E. Bear was along for
the ride as the kids scream out “ Hi, Honey Bear” as they
wave. It was a great time to show them pollinator and
honeybee awareness.
The November Recognition & Potluck was a huge hit with
raffles, 50/50, give-aways and so much delicious food
from our members. The Association Board Members were
given a certificate for their participation on a very busy
year. The Beginning Interns received their certificate from
participating from February/November. They are now taking their exams to move onto the Advanced Internships.
The Advanced Interns received a certification of completion and a gold honeybee lapel pin, showing their 2 years
of monthly training. Hope they become the next mentors
and spread the word on good beekeeping to others.
Northwest Ohio Beekeepers Association has been
busy with monthly meetings; speakers & presentations;
Jamie Walters – Winter readiness, The Pollinator Sanctuary & Training Facility, Dwight Wilson – Fall preparation,
double screen boards, Tim Arheit – OSBA Conference,
insulated telescoping cover, & honey scales, Dr. Jim Tew
– Experience of time tested research from Ohio State University. At the November meeting, they had the open honey tasting & presentation judging contest. The winner for
taste and presentation was Kip & Barb Helms. NWOBA
wants to wish both of the OSBA 4H recipient winners,
Caiden Davis and Emma Smith, a great beekeeping experience 2019 with mentors from NWOBA. As members
take December off to spend time with families and plan
the schedule for 2019, the officers would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas & Happy New Years.
Maumee Valley Beekeepers discussed started a mentoring program. Meetings covered various topics including
honey labeling requirements, winterizing hives, and treatments. The November meeting included Honey Tasting
and Judging

(Continued on page 30)
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classes and club meetings can be found at tristatebeekeepers.com

From Don Crock and Kathi Hinckley-Vaughn Monroe County Beekeepers welcomed State Apiarist
Buckeye Hills Region
Tri-State Beekeepers ended 2018 meetings with a visit
from OSBA Traveling Speaker Bob Hooker, providing the
presentation
of
"Sustainable
Beekeeping
Using
Nucs." The club continues their association with the Belmont County Corrections Institute, with several members
teaching beekeeping classes at
the prison. Program coordinator,
William Mayes reported there is a
waiting list for the classes and the
first group that finished the program is now working on mentoring
new students. In appreciation the
inmates created and donated an
observation hive to the club. The
hive will be used to expand the
honey bee exhibit area that the
club is involved in planning at Olgebay Park.

Barbara Bloetscher to speak on the state of beekeeping in
Ohio. As many in the club had experienced sudden colony
losses in the previous spring after apparently successful
overwintering there were many questions. Topics of discussion included current varroa research, hive beetles, as
well as current state apiary inspection results. The group
meets the last Monday of the month at the Monroe County
Library and is open to anyone interested in honey
bees. The final meeting of the year will include a discussion on holding a novice program early in 2019.

The club will be holding 2019 beekeeping classes for novices in
February. Registration will open
on Jan 1st 2019. Information on

Beekeeping in the 1700’s with Mike
Doseck
The Allen County Museum, in partnership with Church Women United in the Lima Area and Johnny Appleseed Metro
Park District, held the 46th Annual Christmas Tree Festival
November 28 - December 2, 2018. This year's theme was A
Shiny Bright Christmas. Over 100 decorated trees from participating community organizations, school, churches, and individuals transformed the museum into a holiday spectacular.
The on-site log cabin was staffed with members from the local
chapter of the SAR (Sons of the American Revolution). OSBA
Regional Representative Mike Doseck provided talks on beekeeping in the
Eighteenth
century with a
skep as a
prop and honey for those to
taste. Thanks
to
Duane
Hathaway for
the use of his
skep.
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Looking For a Local Association Beginner Beekeeping Class?
We have the 411
As OSBA receives more information about the Beginner Classes, we will be updating our website. If your class is not
listed, please contact Terry Lieberman-Smith at osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com so your class can be posted on the OSBA
website and we can send you Welcome Packets for your students.

Ashtabula County Beekeepers

ACBA will hold their Beginner Class on March 16 at 104 E.
Jefferson St, Jefferson OH 44047 from 10 a.m. - 3:00
p.m. The cost is $15.00. Light lunch and book provided.
For
more
information
visit:
www.facebook.com/
AshtabulaCountyBeekeepersAssoc , or contact Sharon at
440-576-8818 or sjriccio@yahoo.com.

Black Swamp Beekeepers Association

Black Swamp Beekeepers Association is offering 1 day
class, 9am-3pm, with a 45min break for lunch, at the following dates and locations;
Saturday, January 12, Defiance County Extension Office
Saturday, January 26, Paulding County Extension Office
Beginning Beekeepers Internship Class runs from Feb Nov teaching foundational knowledge for future success.
www.blackswampbeekeepersassociation.bz

Central Ohio Beekeepers

The 4 session evening Beginner Class meets on Wednesdays starting Feb 20 for $70. Other options are a full day
class in either February or March. for $80.
Visit
www.centralohiobeekeepers.org.

Coshocton County Beekeepers

CCBA’s Beginner Beekeeping Class is on Saturday February 16 from 9-4 p.m. at the Frontier Power Community
Room. Registration is $50 per person and includes a
hands-on field day at a Coshocton County bee yard. Visit
www.coshoctonbeekeepers.com.

East Central Ohio Beekeepers

ECOBA one-day bee schools run from 9-4 p.m. Jan 19,
Jan 26, Feb 2 and Feb 9, each session is $75.00. Includes
workbook, 1 year membership in ECOBA, a complimentary 1 year membership in OSBA, hands-on teaching beeyard, and more. For more info, contact: info@e-coba.org.

Geauga County Beekeepers Association

The Beginners Beekeeping class led by Dale Olson, is in
conjunction with the Geauga County Bee Keeping Association education program. Registration and agenda information for the April 11, 2019 session can be found
at:
www.kenstoncommunityed.org Phone (440) 5432552 Fax (440) 543- 0415 Cost: $45.00 per family. This
presentation . This workshop is designed for people who

would like to get started in beekeeping, those who have
had previous beekeeping experience and want to get back
into beekeeping, or those who just want to know more before taking the plunge. Price includes a great book about
bee keeping.

Greater Cleveland Beekeepers Association

The class sessions are February 6,13, 20, and 27 at the
Rocky River Nature Center in North Olmstead from 7-9
p.m. The $75 fee also includes a 1 year membership to
GCBA and a complimentary membership to OSBA. Visit:
www.greaterclevelandbeekeepers.com.

Greater Grand Lakes Beekeepers Association

The GGLBA Beginning Beekeeping Class on February 9,
from 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. will be held in Celina at the Richardson
-Bretz Memorial Building. The registration includes a
book, and a 1 year membership to GGLBA, and a 1 year
complimentary membership to OSBA. For more information, visit: gglba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Greene County Beekeepers

This multi-week course covers everything from apiary location to seasonal management. Thursdays starting on ,
Jan 31 from 7-8:30 p.m. $50 registration fee. Students
can participate in a bulk equipment order, and will receive
1
year
membership
to
GCBA
and
OSBA.
www.gcbeekeepers.com.

Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers

There will be two sessions in the beginner’s beekeepers
class. The 5 hour classroom session is on Saturday, February 2, from 9 am to 2 pm and a 2 hour class on-site session at Don Crock’s apiary. The classroom session is will
held at OSU Extension Office in Caldwell, OH. The class
is $35.00 includes book, membership to the Guernsey
Noble Beekeepers Association, a 1 year complimentary
membership to OSBA and other incidentals.
To enroll: please send an email to Don Crock at doncrock@yahoo.com. Include your phone number and
email. Or call Don at 740-581-1883.

Knox County Beekeepers

KCBA will offer their annual Beginner Beekeeping Classes
on Feb 9 (Beginner One), and Feb 23 (Beginner Two).
Cost is $55 per class. See www.knoxbees.com/ for de(Continued on page 33)
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tails. Registration costs include lunch, book, and 1 year
complimentary memberships to KCBA and OSBA.

Lorain County Beekeepers

LCBA’s Beginner Class offers their class from 7-9 p.m.
on March 8,15, 22 and 29 in Grafton, OH. Class fee of
$50 include 1 year LCBA membership, Hands on Field
day, and a Fall Wrap up Class. For more details visit :
www.loraincountybeekeepers.org/.

Maumee Valley Beekeepers

The Maumee Valley Beekeepers will be holding a 3 part
beginning beekeepers class on Jan 16, Feb 20 and
March 20 starting at 7:00 pm held at the Wildwood Environmental Academy. The $50 registration includes a
book, 1 year membership to Maumee Valley Beekeepers,
and 1 year membership to OSBA. Check their Facebook
page:
www.facebook.com/Maumee-Valley-Bee-KeepersAssociation-151553878221074/?fref=nf.

Medina County Beekeepers
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from 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. Contact Portage County Beekeepers at 330.338.6140.

Richland Area Beekeepers

Visit their Facebook page for more information:
www.facebook.com/Richland-Area-BeekeepersAssociation-352816069487/

Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers

This two session class will be held April 6 and 13 from
noon til 5 p.m. For more information visit:
www.srvbeekeeping.com.

Scioto Valley Beekeepers

This three session class is held on Wednesday evenings,
April 3, 10 and 17 from 6:30 -8:00 p.m. . Cost of $65 includes the book, handouts, a one-year membership in
Scioto Valley Beekeepers and a one-year membership in
Ohio State Beekeepers Association. For more information, email sciotovalleybeekeepers@yahoo.com, or
David Crawford at 740.477.2393.

Stark County

MCBA is sponsoring two Beginner Classes. Cost: $85.00
per person or $100 for a family. Fees includes MCBA
membership for one year, 1 book, and 15+ hours of instruction. There will be outside demonstrations, as weather permits. Reservations: www.medinabeekeepers.com.

The one day class is February 2 at the Wilderness Center
in Wilmot, OH. Class runs from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Registration includes class, info packet, light snacks and lunch.
Visit www.wildernesscenter.org for registration details.

Saturday Sessions: Feb 2 & 9 from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00
p.m. at the Brunswick Library
Tuesday Evenings: Feb 19, 26, March 5,12 and 19 at
the Medina Library from 6:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.

Class is held on 5 consecutive Wednesdays starting January 16 from 7pm-9pm at the Summit County Fairgrounds. Class fee of $85 includes the class, a beginner’s beekeeping book, and a 1 year membership in the
SCBA. www.summitbeekeepers.com

Miami Valley Beekeepers

This two session class, taught by Vickie Bowman, is on
February 9 (8-3:30) and 10 (12:30-5) through Miami
County Parks. Registration is $60 and includes a 1 year
membership to MVBA and OSBA. Contact Miami County
Parks to register: 937.335.6273.

Northwest Ohio Beekeepers Association

The Northwest Ohio Beekeepers Association will hold a
Beginning Beekeepers classes from 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. on
the 4th Tuesday of the month from January to May, before each monthly meeting.
The cost is $30 and includes membership to The Northwest Ohio Beekeepers Association, OSBA and a book.
To register, call Dwight Wilson at 419-722-1953 or Jamie
Walters at 419.438.7335.

Ohio River Bee Society (ORBS)

Please visit their website for details:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1308698889164047/

Portage County Beekeepers

Beginner Classes will be held at the Portage County Soil
and Water Office in Ravenna on February 6,13 and 20

Summit County

Tri-State Beekeepers Association

This series of six classes are presented from February
26 through April 9 from 6:00-8:45 pm at the West Virginia
Community College in Wheeling, WVA. The program will
follow a textbook and lecture format. Contact Steve Roth
at sroth29201@comcast to register.

Trumbull County Beekeepers

Visit their Facebook page for more information:
https://www.facebook.com/trumbullbeekeepers/

Warren County Beekeepers Association

Warren County Beekeepers’ class is Saturday, January
26 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Warren County Fairgrounds
Building A, 665 N. Broadway St., Lebanon, OH.
Cost is $20 per individual, or $25 per family and includes
annual membership in WCBA and a complimentary membership to OSBA. For more information, or to reserve
your spot, call eileenhahn01@gmail.com.
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The Mighty Nuc Box
Roy Hendrickson
Nuc boxes are among the most basic beekeeping essentials. Their use spans the management spectrum. The
purpose of this article is two-fold. First, I would like to
clarify some of the specifics surrounding their various uses. And secondly, I hope to encourage the reader to experiment with nucs to determine which management
techniques are most practical for his or her territory.
Nuc Box Basics – Because of their smaller size nuc boxes are easy to pickup and move, even when they contain
several frames of honey or pollen. They can also be easily transported in the trunk of a car or the back of an SUV.
Although I’m not a big fan, Styrofoam nuc boxes further
lighten the load with little loss in handling ability. The nucs
small cavity size provides an additional benefit, heat re-

tention. A good portion of the cluster heat is retained,
thereby allowing a newly established colony to rapidly
increase its brood rearing capacity. Most nuc boxes are
supplied with migratory covers. This is fine for general
use. However, ancillary uses such as feeding and queen
introduction are greatly simplified via the use of an inner
cover. I would recommend building your own using high
grade ½ inch plywood. For structural integrity add a ¾
inch rim to the upper side, and use a 2 inch hole saw to
cut the center hole. The ¾ inch rim also provides accommodation space for simplified queen introduction. It eliminates the need to remove a frame, or to wedge the queen
cage between two frames. Simply lay the queen cage on
the top bars, screen down, centered over the space between frames. This will allow the bee’s to access the
queen. Replace the inner cover, rim side down, and
close up the nuc. The deep rim also provides accommodation space for feeding pollen sub or sugar patties when
necessary.
Package Installation – Starting packages can be tricky

business, especially for those operating in cold northern
climates. Far too many packages contain an abundance
of older bees at the expense of young nurse bees. To
survive, a colony must overcome this imbalance. Enter
the nuc box, the ideal abode for package installation!
Why? The small cavities heat retention capacity creates a
near perfect brood rearing environment. If a package is
started on drawn comb, the trapped heat will allow brood
rearing to increase at a much faster rate than would be
possible in standard equipment. The same principal applies to packages started on foundation. The trapped heat
will help jump start comb production. They’re a couple of
additional common sense actions will help increase the
package survival rate. Watch out for wind stress, it can be
a killer! Either start the package in a protected area, or
provide a suitable windbreak until the weather warms.
Keep the screened bottom closed throughout the spring
buildup period. Install an entrance reducer, and restrict
the entrance opening in relation to the outside temperature. Retain that heat!
Split Makeup – The easiest way to start a split is to
transfer a couple frames of capped brood, along with
plenty of extra adult bees into a five frame nuc box. The
nuc box should have a solid bottom board or tightly
closed screened bottom, and there should be some form
of adjustable entrance reducer. At 50 degrees or less
reduce the opening down to one or two bees wide. As
described above, the heat retention capacity of the small
cavity, coupled with an abundance of extra bees allows
the young queen to expand her broodnest exponentially.
Once new brood starts to emerge, the colony will immediately require additional space. That brings us to the other
advantage of starting splits in nuc boxes. Heat rises. At
this point add a second five frame box filled with drawn
comb, a couple of which should contain a reasonable
amount of honey. (Don’t run the risk of starvation during
extended periods of inclement weather.) The addition of
drawn comb, will allow the small colony to literally explode its population. If drawn comb is unavailable, don’t
be afraid to substitute frames of foundation. This is a
prime example of a relatively weak colony that will readily
draw foundation, providing there is a reliable food source.
If not, you’ll have to feed thin syrup until a flow begins. By
the time the second box is full of bees and brood, the
season should have progressed to the point where you
can safely transfer the nuc into standard equipment.
Comb Production – Next to the bees, top quality brood
comb is the most valuable asset in any beekeeping inventory. The real trick is to figure out how to produce top
quality comb on a regular basis. This is especially true in
areas with little in the way of a reliable spring buildup
flow. I long ago solved this problem through the use of
multiple story five frame nucs. Weather permitting; I set
up the comb production nucs approximately four weeks
(Continued on page 35)
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prior to the start of the main flow. I start with two frames
roughly two thirds full of capped brood. Along with the
adhering bees, I shake in two, sometimes three additional
frames of young nurse bees. A caged queen is installed
and direct released within three to five days. That’s it! By
the time the startup brood has emerged, the small colony
will have reached the point where
additional space is required. At this
point add a second five frame box
containing all foundation. Absent a
flow it may be necessary to feed a
little thin syrup to initiate comb production. When the first box of foundation is half to two thirds drawn, add a
second, and so forth. In this area, to
ensure the top box was mostly drawn
and filled, I would stop supering 1012 days prior to the end of the flow. In
a good season the better colonies
would draw and fill three deep boxes
of foundation. As a rule, the two or
three center frames in the lowest box
would contain a little brood, while the
second and third boxes would be full
and mostly capped. That translates
into 70-80 lbs of honey, derived from
a couple frames of brood, some extra
bees, and a caged queen. Not a bad
return on investment. I encourage
one and all to experiment with this
technique, as I’m sure I‘ve only
scratched the surface.
Increased Brood Production – If you’re seeking to increase brood production, nuc boxes are certainly the way
to go. A weak overwintered colony is the most common
example that begs the use of a nuc box. Colonies overwinter poorly for a variety of reasons. Weak doesn’t necessarily equate with hopeless. If the queen appears to be
in good condition, (look at the brood pattern) coupled with
the absence of disease or mite issues, the colony is probably worth rescuing. If left to build in standard equipment,
weak colonies rarely reach full production strength in time
for the flow. If on the other hand you were to transfer the
colony into a five frame nuc, the heat retention factor will
allow the colony to expand at a much faster rate. If colony
buildup is still behind schedule when you add the second
box, add a frame or two of older capped brood removed
from another colony. Once both boxes are full of bees
and brood, you have the option of adding a third box, or
transferring the colony back into standard equipment before providing additional space. Either way the colony will
be stronger than it would be if left in its original configuration.
The second example is a bit more interesting. As early in
the spring as possible, transfer a medium strength (5-6
frames of brood) colony into a double story five frame
nuc. Add a third box of drawn comb at the time of trans-
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fer. Within a couple of weeks the colony will be overflowing, and swarm preparations won’t be far behind. This
colony has now become a resource colony where excess
bees and brood can (must) be removed on a regular basis. The idea is to remove just enough resources to prevent the onset of swarm preparations, but no so much as
to hinder colony buildup. Be judicious regarding brood
removal. On the other hand, it’s almost impossible to remove too many adults from this type
of colony. The adults you remove today will be replaced by emerging
brood within 2-3 days. There are a
number of variations on this theme.
They all require a little extra work, but
in the tough years, the money saved
on replacement packages or nucs will
more than offset the time and effort
involved.
Queen Rearing – If you’re just interested in rearing a queen or two, I
would recommend the Notching
method described in the 1st quarter
2014 OSBA newsletter. If your goal is
10-20 queens, a combination five
frame starter-finisher colony will be
more than sufficient. If you require
more than 10-20 queens, or if you
plan to rear queens over an extended
period of time, I would suggest a separate starter-finisher system. With
those thoughts in mind, I recommend
you acquire a copy of A ’Net Gain’
Cell Building System, a superb queen rearing article written by Joe Latshaw for the February 2017 issue of Bee
Culture. In easy to understand language, Joe provides the
detailed, in-depth insight that can only be gained through
many years of intensive queen rearing experience. This is
a worthy read for any queen producer, regardless of previous experience! This article is also available via the internet. Check it out.
Queen Mating Nucs – Queen mating nucs come in a
multitude of shapes and sizes. Mine were all of the five
frame variety, in both deep and medium formats. I found
that queens were much easier to locate on the smaller
medium (6 5/8th frames). However, the deep nucs were
far more practical because the frames were standard
broodnest frames. When using deep nucs I generally installed a moveable follower board at makeup. This reduced the large cavity size, and along with a small entrance opening helped to minimize the robbing potential.
The follower boards were made of 5/8th inch plywood cut
to deep frame dimensions. A 3/8 X 5/8 strip of wood
nailed lengthwise across the top provided the frame rests.
I generally started the deep nucs with three frames. A
frame containing some honey went against the outside
wall, followed by a frame of older capped brood to the
middle. A frame of honey and the follower board complet(Continued on page 36)
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ed the unit. (In a pinch, a frame of capped honey can be
substituted for a follower board. This proved very effective
with the smaller, medium sized nucs.) The final step was
to shake in a couple extra frames of nurse bees. The nucs
were then moved to a new location, and a mature queen
cell was planted on the upper third of the brood frame.

The follower boards proved a boon to colony makeup and
management. First, they minimized the number of brood
combs required to set up the nucs, plus they greatly simplified nuc management. Instead of having to pry out, and
remove an outer comb in order to access the broodnest, I
would simply slide the follower board aside and remove
the desired frame. This was a ten second operation at
best. The only downside occurred with the nucs that were
allowed to buildup once queen rearing was complete. If

neglected, the bees would eventually cross-comb the
open space to the outside of the follower board. Believe
me; that will only happen once.
Queen Banks – As with mating nucs, any number of different combinations will work. Back when I was keeping
bees on scale, I used both four and five frame nuc boxes
to great advantage. I generally purchased queens in lots
of fifty. Due to extended periods of inclement weather it
wasn’t unusual to hold some of the queens for up to 3-4
weeks. Hence, some form of long term storage was essential. I generally preferred the four frame boxes. They
were a bit lighter, plus they featured an inner-outer cover
assembly, versus migratory covers on the five frame boxes. During long periods of confinement I liked to feed fondant, and the ¾ inch inner cover rim provided the ideal
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accommodation space. I favored the five framers later in
the spring because of their extra storage capacity in the
event of an unexpected flow.
Set up was somewhat similar to the mating nucs. I started
with a frame containing some nectar and pollen, followed
by a frame of older capped brood, the queen frame, and a
full frame of honey. It’s the young nurse bees that care for
the queens. To maximize their potential, nurse bees destined for the queen banks were only shaken from frames
of open brood. The last step was to place a small slab of
fondant on the top bars, atop a 4 by 4 inch of ½ inch
mesh. The bees absolutely loved the fondant, plus it kept
them busy when the weather prevented any flight. The ½
inch mesh prevented it from becoming glued to the top
bars. New brood was added at weekly intervals, or once
¾ of the existing brood had emerged. Additional nurse
bees were added at the same time. If the weather remained inclement the bank(s) would become overpopulated with older adults. This problem was easily solved by
moving the unit to another location in the same yard. The
older adults would gradually drift back to the previous location, and then into a neighboring colony.
While the queen banks certainly simplified long term
queen management, their greatest benefit was conferred

on the queens contained within. After about three days in
a bank, the average abdomen size increased by roughly
fifty percent, no doubt due to a much improved diet.
Banked queens also appeared much calmer. Perhaps the
stress of the shipping experience had abated. Although I
lack any supporting data, I would wager that banked
queens have a higher acceptance rate than do queens
managed in an alternative fashion. Give em a try.
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Underserved Grant - Another OSBA First!

Over the past few years, OSBA has received requests for assistance from groups such as rural schools, inner-city
youth programs, and correctional facilities. They contact us through our website, Facebook page, and referrals by ODA.
We always put them in touch with the closest beekeeping association, and gave them suggestions as to other educational on-line resources.

We wanted to do more.
Your OSBA Board has approved funding for an Underserved Grant. This grant will provide a library of five beekeeping
books, a year’s subscription to both national beekeeping magazines, along with an OSBA Beekeeping Training DVD.
We have enough funds to award up to four more grants. Grants will be distributed
on a first come, first serve basis. If you know of an underserved group who needs
educational materials to assist their beekeeping needs, please contact OSBA President Terry Lieberman-Smith or OSBA Treasurer Michele Colopy for details and the
grant paperwork.

Honey
Judge Jim

OSBA Embroidered Logowear Now Available
We heard your requests, and OSBA now has embroidered logo wear available in a variety of styles and sizes
for both men and women.
We have contracted with Digistitch Embroidery, located in
Waynesville, Ohio, to provide a wide variety of OSBA embroidered logo wear.
Visit our website today to order your OSBA Logowear
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/about-osba/
merchandise/ .
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OSBA Appreciates Your Support in 2018

Thank you to our donors during 2018. Your support is important to help OSBA provide education,
outreach, services, and programs to our members and the Ohio community. Your support is greatly
appreciated.
Donors during the 1st Quarter of 2018
Seth Angel
Pamela Ellis
Howard Reed
James Wanke
Cindy Clelan
Holly Pratt
Michael Montgomery
Cammie Frame
Karl Sekol
Mark Brown
Bruce Brinkerhoff
Darlene Welling
Florence White
Garret Bankowski

Lani Cramer
Robert Henry
Richard Windnagel
Eric Shoemaker
Rachel Welch
Laura Carter
Quinton Beyer
Robert Hooker
Linda Miller
Lorie Armbruster
Ann Whitney
Rebecca Taylor
Robin Baither
Tom Gulvas

David Huck
Julianne Nesbit
Rebecca Taylor
John Lovano
Thomas Moore
Kim Fackelman
Laurence Bognar
Reinhold Mohr
Richard Robbins
Mike Klem
Leslie Pelfrey
Ann Miller

Robert Graf
Nancy Murtha
Monica McKee
Karen Holtman
SHP Leading Design
Jennifer Jones
Therese Ball

Lauren Della Bella
Emma Pevoar
Michael Sullivan
Russell Miller
Megan Hurt
Richard Carlisle
Heather Harrison

Natives in Harmony
John Stelzer
Joseph Kiracofe

Donna Brown

Cindi Strunk
Brian Steed
Joseph Stillwagon
Rebecca Kneeland
Barry Thompson
Mary Ann Lepp
Laurie Hesser
Naomi Harless
David Norman
Doug Johnston
Richard Todd
Paul Dorger
Carole Galbraith
Joanna Burns-Womack

Judy Tracey
Lani Cramer
Valerie Harrison
Cynthia Keininger
Quinton Beyer
Beth Short
Pat McKay
Janet Mazik
Stephanie Hawkins
Seth Angel
Geoffrey Toll
Mark Brown
Susan Mulligan
James Marx

Donors during the 2nd quarter of 2018
Richard Reikowski
Daniel Zikursh
Adam Foster
Yvonne Johnson
Leandro Zuniga
Jay Summers
Ricard Parrish
Donors during the 3rd quarter of 2018
Ryan Carlisle
Paul Hutchins
Michael Brownfield
Donors during the 4th quarter of 2018
Linn Van Woerkom
Alan Grider
Michele Colopy
Bill Holdsworth
Robert Hooker
Floyd Marshall
Lyle Printing & Publishing- Farm &
Dairy
Timothy Ray
Andrew Tochinsky
James Geiger
Ron Nelson
Holly Beal
Patricia Cox

Volume 8, Issue 1

Page 39

OSBA 2019 Outreach to Beginner Beekeeping Classes
The 2018 OSBA Outreach Program to those enrolled in New Beekeeper
Schools sponsored by local associations reached the largest group of newbees so far. We sent out over 1200 OSBA Care Packages.
Each student received educational information, promotional items, pen,
PLUS one year complimentary membership to OSBA. We all know that
beekeeping is not an inexpensive activity, and we want all new-bees to get
off on the right track - education, fellowship and awareness of all that
OSBA offers.
We are offering this program again in 2019. This years boxes include copies of the Honey Bee Health Coalition’s Varroa Management Guide. Make
sure that we have your association’s contact information! Send your information to:
Tim Arheit:
webmaster@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
Or

Terry Lieberman-Smith:
president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
Help your students become eligible for a
complimentary Apiary Diagnostic Kit, and
complimentary 1 year OSBA membership.
Send in your student roster so we know
they have enrolled in a Beginner Beekeeping Class.

OSBA Fall Conference Volunteers - Thank You
Successful events are based on good planning and GREAT volunteers. OSBA would like to thank our OSBA board
members who volunteered throughout the day, along with the following non-OSBA board members:

Louise Adkins

Marc Smith

Dawn Arheit, Vendor Coordinator

Dee Walters

Tina Bobek

Jamie Walters

David Crawford

Jerry Wilson

Marie Crawford

Diane Wolf

Shaun Powers
Peggie Shaw
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OSBA Fall Conference 2018 - Great Speakers, Vendors, Fellowship

This year’s OSBA Fall Conference continued the trend of breaking past attendance records, with 591 pre-registered
beekeepers and 89 walk-ins, we had 680 beekeepers attending this event. Below are just a few photos of some of our
guest speakers who wow-ed the conference attendees.

David Tarpy

Freddy Proni

John Wilson

Dr. Marla Spivak

Mike Connor

Gabe Blat
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Keeping in Touch….Find a Local Association

Adams County Beekeepers
http://www.facebook.com/AdamsCounty-Beekeepers-Association214316711916893/
Ashtabula County Beekeepers
www.facebook.com/
AshtabulaCountyBeekeepersAssoc/
Athens County Area Bee
http://athensbeekeepers.org/
Black Fork Beekeepers
https://www.facebook.com/
BlackForkBeeClub/
Black Swamp Beekeepers
www.facebook.com/Black-SwampBeekeepers-Association413662272313759/
Brown County Beekeepers
www.browncountybeekeepersassociat
ion.org
Butler County Beekeepers
https://www.facebook.com/
Butlercountybeekeepers/
Carroll County Beekeepers Assn.
Jeff Rainsberger
jeffrainsberger@gmail.com
Central Ohio Beekeepers
www.centralohiobeekeepers.org
Columbiana & Mahoning County
Beekeepers
www.columbianamahoningbeekeeper
s.org/
Coshocton County Beekeepers
www.coshoctonbeekeepers.com

East Central Beekeepers
www.e-coba.org
Geauga County Beekeepers
www.geaugacountybeekeepers.org
Greater Cleveland Beekeepers
www.greaterclevelandbeekeepers.co
m

Greater Grand Lakes Beekeepers
gglba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org
Greene County Beekeepers
www.gcbeekeepers.com
Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers
www.guernseynoblebeekeepers.com
Harrison County Beekeepers
www.facebook.com/
HCBeekeepingAssociation/

Portage County Beekeepers
https://sites.google.com/site/
portagecountybeekeepers/

Richland Area Beekeepers .
http://raba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/
Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers
http://srvba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/
Scioto Valley Beekeepers
www.sciotovalleybeekeepers.com

Jefferson County Beekeepers
http://jeffcobeesohio.weebly.com/

Southwestern Ohio Beekeepers
www.swohiobeekeepers.com

Knox County Beekeepers
www.knoxbees.com

Stark County Beekeepers
www.starkbeekeepers.org

Lake County Beekeepers
www.facebook.com/Lake-CountyBeekeepers-of-Ohio693445037494282/

Summit County Beekeepers
www.summitbeekeepers.com

Lorain County Beekeepers
www.loraincountybeekeepers.org
Maumee Valley Beekeepers
www.facebook.com/pages/MaumeeValley- Bee-Keepers-Association

Medina County Beekeepers
www.medinabeekeepers.com
Miami Valley Beekeepers
www.mvbeekeepers.org
Mid Ohio Valley Beekeepers
http://www.movba.org/
Morrow County Area Honey Bee
www.facebook.com/Morrow-CountyBeekeepers-Association-

Northwest Ohio Beekeepers
www.facebook.com/
NorthwestOhioBeekeepers
Ohio River Beekeepers Society
www.facebook.com/
groups/1308698889164047/

Tri-County Beekeepers
www.tricountybeekeepers.org
Tri-State Beekeepers Assn.
www.tristatebeekeepers.com
Trumbull County Beekeepers
www.facebook.com/
trumbullbeekeepers/
Tuscarawas County Beekeepers
Club
www.facebook.com/TuscarawasCounty-Beekeepers-Association-Inc367432935539/
Urban Beekeepers of Columbus
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/629509607177176/
Warren County Beekeepers
www.warrencountybeekeepers.org/
West Central Ohio Beekeepers
www.wcoba.com
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News from 2016 OSBA 4-H Partnership Winner
I wanted to share with you and the OSBA what happens when you give our youth a chance. Our daughter Erica was
the first 4-H member in Columbiana County to take honey bees as a project thanks to your generous opportunity and
the guidance of the Columbiana-Mahoning County club. She excelled that year; and has continued to be a "beek" ever
since.
While she is away from home attending college she has
turned the care of her hives over to her grandfather. He has
assisted her from the beginning and loves to learn how to
work with the bees. How wonderful it was to see her pass on
her knowledge, and spend special time together!
Also, her experience has helped her to get a part time job
with Bee City in Cottageville, SC. I have included pictures
from her year as your recipient, as well as a picture of her at
the Low Country Fair in Ladson, SC where she will worked
the informational booth for 10 days. They were impressed
with her working knowledge and the fact that she speaks to
the public with confidence and accuracy.
Thanks to you she has been instilled with a lifelong passion,
a sense of self worth, and the tools she needs to shine wherever life takes her.
Thank you
Sincerely, Jennifer and Eric Shafer

Reduce, Reuse, Up-Cycle
Beekeepers are some of the most creative people around. Very little goes to waste when it comes to beekeeping
equipment. Many beekeepers cut down deep boxes when the corners start to rot, and use them as mediums or shallows, or as insulated inner covers to help the hives retain warmth during the winter.
Vickie Bowman, of Stillwater Apiary , upcycles old equipment into attractive bookshelves
and storage. She lightly sands the boxes, and then paints them to match the room (or
uses up older paint).
So, the next time someone offers you
some old beekeeping equipment, rather
than chance bringing some potential disease into your beeyard, make bookshelves!
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2019 OHIO STATE BEEKEEPER’S ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS AND CONTACTS
NAME
Terry Lieberman-Smith
Peggy Garnes
Tim Arheit
Michele Colopy

POSITION
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

NAME
Nina Bagley
Alex Zomchek
Dwight Wilson
Joe Heider
Angel Mitchell
Allyson May
Dwight Wells
Don Crock
Marishka Wile

POSITION
Regional Director
Regional Director
Regional Director
Regional Director
Regional Director
Regional Director
Regional Director
Regional Director
Regional Director

PHONE
567.703.6722
567.703.6722
419.371.1742
567.703.6722

EMAIL
president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
vice-president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

secretary@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
treasurer@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

EMAIL
ninabagley@me.com
ohiohoney@woh.rr.com
djlwilson@aol.com
jbheider@sbcglobal.net
angelsapiary@gmail.com
acesaviators@gmail.com
dwells85@woh.rr.com
doncrock@yahoo.com
briarrose@bright.net

REGION
Heart of Ohio
Miami Valley
Maumee Valley
Crossroads
Erie Basin
Western Reserve
Top of Ohio
Buckeye Hills
Ohio Valley

OSBA Regional Representatives contact information will be available on-line and in the next issue.
Appointments:
Terry Lieberman-Smith
Jamie Walters
Tim Arheit

Newsletter Editor
ADK Hive Digest Editor
Webmaster

osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com

Gifts for a Lifetime of Learning
Make sure to keep the beekeeping buzzing along
year round with these great gift ideas that you can
purchase on-line or at the OSBA Booths at conferences - save $$ on shipping and handling:
Membership (or renewal) to OSBA

Beekeeping Training DVD set
Oasis Pollinator Seeds

And remember: Gift certificates
from our advertisers are appropriate year-round!
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Ohio State Beekeepers Association 2019 Membership Form
Ohio State Beekeepers Association is a 501c3 non-profit organization supporting people who have an interest in
honey bees and beekeeping. You do not need to be a beekeeper or live in Ohio to join OSBA. Membership includes on-going activities of the association to promote honey bees and beekeeping, voting in annual elections,
discounts on publications, and an annual subscription to Ohio Beekeeping.
For new memberships and renewals, send checks payable to OSBA with this completed form to:
Ohio State Beekeepers Association
1624 Idlewood Ave
Akron, OH 44313
Name:

____________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________ State: ___ Zip: ______________ County: ____________________
Phone: (__ _) ______-___________ Email Address (Print neatly) ________________________________
Name of Local Bee Association: ____________________________________
Number of Hives:


$15.00 Senior (age 60 or over)/for 1 year



$15.00 Student membership for 1 year



$20.00 Individual membership for 1 year



$25.00 Family membership for 1 year



$200.00 Lifetime membership (individual or family)



As an OSBA member, I want to be on the OSBA Swarm List

I would also like to donate ❑ $5 ❑

$10 ❑ $20 ❑

$_________ to support 4H and honey bee research

Membership is based on the calendar year, January through December
OSBA is a 501c3. Donations may be tax-deductible

Please support our Advertisers—
They support OSBA
When you place your order
tell them you saw their advertisement in
the OSBA Newsletter

Ohio Beekeeping is the official publication of the Ohio
State Beekeepers Association. Annual subscriptions are
included with membership in OSBA.
Send news about your bees and your experiences, as well
as any corrections, letters, comments, photographs, story
suggestions, interviews, and additional requests to:
Terry Lieberman Smith
PO Box 24181
Dayton, OH 45424
Or email: osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com.

