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OSBA Fall Conference— Bee There! 

October 31, 2015 

This year’s OSBA Fall Conference at Tolles Career and Technical Center 
in Plain City OH will be another record-setting event.  Our guest speak-
ers include: 

 Thomas Seeley 

  Kent Williams 

   Reed Johnson 

    Alex Zomchek 

     Christie Welch 

      And others…. 

 

Our growing line-up of vendors include: Huron Bee Supply, Brushy 
Mountain Bee Farm, Dadant & Sons, and Simpson’s Bee Supply.  If you 
pre-order your beekeeping supplies, these vendors will bring them to the 
conference and you will save on shipping and handling.  Dadant has a 
special offer:  see page 13.   

Get your honey entries ready for our every popular Honey Judging Con-
test, judged by Jim Thompson. 
 

Plus— It’s on Hallowe’en, and we’ll have some extra activities— to be 
announced later! 

The Ohio State Beekeepers Association Affiliate Program is now in beta testing. Your OSBA Executive Board has listened 
to club leaders and their concerns about the costs associated with the daily running of an association.  High insurance 
costs, costs and paperwork associated with attaining a 501c3 status, website costs, etc.  
 
We have worked to develop the OSBA Affiliate Program to help local associations reduce these costs so that club funds 
can be spent on beekeeper education and outreach.   Our new program will offer local association liability insurance at a 
reduced rate, the OSBA 501c3 umbrella, and free webhosting.  Not only will your association save money, but donors to 

(Continued on page 8) 

OSBA Affiliate Program in Beta Testing 

Terry Lieberman-Smith 
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Honey bees remain very much in the public eye.   For the 
most part this is a good thing.  The public is genuinely 
concerned about the plight of the honey bee, even if they 
void bees themselves, and they are willing to do some-
thing about it.   It's exciting to see so many planting polli-
nator gardens, avoiding plants treated with pesticide and 
attending talks on honey bees.  It's even more exciting to 
see bees being welcomed in parks, on campuses, gov-
ernment property and corporate land.   Such as the Ohio 
Northern University, Ohio Statehouse and Wright-
Patterson Air force base.   We will hopefully see much 
more of this in coming years as states develop their own 
Pollinator plans and OSBA is trying to ensure that bee-
keepers will help develop that plan. 
 
However, if beekeepers aren't vigilant, the news may not 
always be good for the beekeeper.  Just this week I've 
heard several cases of bad beekeepers.   A hobbyist with 
too little knowledge but the best of intentions to help 'save 
the honey bee'  could cause problems with neighbors 
resulting in the banning of honey bees in the town hurting 
responsible beekeepers.  And then there is the importa-
tion with little inspection or control of honey bees from the 

south that may end up being overly aggressive which 
could contaminate Ohio's many small queen breeders 
stock, or worse yet, end up resulting in a serious stinging 
incident.  Between shoestring state budgets and individu-
al privacy I can't say what the solution is, but it will be 
topic of discussion. 
 
On a lighter note, OSBA is working towards our 501c3 
group exemption letter, an affiliate program that could 
help local associations obtain tax exempt status and ob-
tain insurance at a much reduced cost.   As with the initial 
application to the IRS it is a lengthy process, but we will 
keep you updated once our application is complete and 
we hear back from the IRS. 
 
We are always looking for good dependable energetic 
volunteers.   Even if you don't want to commit to running 
for  a position (see details in this newsletter) let us know if 
you still wish to help.  We have many events and projects 
throughout the year. 

President’s Letter–  
Tim Arheit 

May we suggest email delivery of your next newsletter?  Newsletter printing and mailing costs continue to 
rise.  The newsletter you are reading cost $1.70 to print and mail.  Signing up for email delivery is cost effi-
cient and you will receive your electronic version weeks before the printed copy arrives at your home..  Plus, 
you will have a full color version with hyperlinks to our vendors.   

 

Please email osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com to change your delivery to email. 

Gifts for a Lifetime of Learning 

Make sure to keep the beekeeping buzzing along year round with these great gift ideas that you can pur-
chase on-line or at the OSBA Booths at conferences - save $$ on shipping and handling: 

 Membership (or renewal) to OSBA 

 Beekeeping Training DVD set  

 OSBA Logowear 

 

And remember: Gift certificates from our advertisers are appropriate year-round!  
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Starting on March 23, the Save the Honey Bee 
License plate rolled off the assembly line and 
onto the cars of enthusiastic beekeepers and 
people who are interested in supporting honey 
bees.  After almost two years worth of effort by 
Paul Lane and OSBA, the long road of paper-
work, signatures, appearances before the 
House and Senate, and much public support, 
the plates are arriving through the mail to smil-
ing beekeepers.  Not only will this plate help 
bring public awareness to the importance of 
honey bees and beekeepers, it will also pro-
vide funding for OSBA projects relating to re-
search, education and outreach.  One project 
with multiple benefits, thanks to a team effort. 
 
Want to order one for yourself?  Just go to 
www.oplates.com when you renew your 
plates.  Under specialty plates it is listed as 
“Ohio Beekeepers”. What will your plate say? 

Now Available- The Save The Honey Bee License Plate  

Craig Campbell 
Patricia Hale 
Kathy Piston 

Gail and Richard Shoots 

New OSBA Life Members 

The following beekeepers have shown their 
support of OSBA by becoming Life Member.  
Life Membership consists of a one-time pay-
ment to OSBA of $200. 

 

http://www.mdasplitter.com/
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Calling November Election Nominees 

The terms of 3 District Directors along with the Executive 
Board will expire at the end of 2015.   The elections at the 
2015 OSBA Fall Conference will determine who will fill 
these positions starting in 2016.   OSBA is looking for 
nominees for the positions listed below.   OSBA mem-
bers, including the current member filling the position, 
may run for the office.  The deadline to submit names  
September 1, 2015.  Those interested in running should 
send their nomination information to: 

Mike Doseck 
ATTN: OSBA Nominations 
09866 N. CR-66A 
New Bremen, OH  45869  

 

Below are brief descriptions and duties of the offices that 
are up for October 31st election.   This is not intended to 
be a complete list of duties and additional duties may be 
defined by the OSBA Constitution.   Anyone interested in 
running for a position should feel free to ask existing 
Board Members any questions about the job and review 
the job description on the OSBA website. 

Executive Board: (2 year terms) 

President: 

President: Time Requirements:  approximately 50 hours 
per month 
 

Schedule and hold Executive Board Meetings 
 
Promote OSBA at events throughout the state with may 
include attending events and working the OSBA booth 
 
Promote OSBA by digital means 
 
Respond to email, phone calls, website and facebook 
comments from both members and non members 
. 
Represent directly or appoint an official representative 
to organizations 
 
Develop and oversee special project: New beekeeper 
outreach, 4H partnership program,  501c3 group ex-
emption, Master Beekeeping Handbook, DVDs, Logo-
wear 
 
Assist with the OSBA Fall Conference 
 
Responsible for overseeing all officers, appointees and 
committees. 
 

Member of all committees and provide guidance and 
assistance where needed. 
 

Vice President: Time requirements: approx. 50 hours 

per month, not including Fall Conference work (150+ 
hours) 

Assist in Executive Board Meeting Planning 

OSBA email and phone correspondence 

Grant writing 

OSBA Web and Facebook updates / postings 

Presentations at local associations 

Volunteer at OSBA Pavilion 

OSBA Fall Conference– coordinate: 

 Venue 

 Volunteers 

 Advertising 

 Speakers/topics 

 Donations 

 All other misc. associated with conference 

Special Projects: 4-H Partnership program develop-
ment, Master Beekeeper Handbook development, New 
Club handbook development, Logo Contest etc.   

Develop new projects based on beekeeper input 

Secretary: Time requirements: 4-6 hours per week the 

first 1/2 of the year, 1-2 hours per week 2nd half of year, 
along with taking minutes at the Board Meetings. 

Secretary: The Secretary shall keep an accurate record 
of all proceedings of the OSBA, the Board of Directors 
and the Executive Committee. The Secretary shall give 
all notices required by law or provided for by the Constitu-
tion or By-Laws. The Secretary shall keep a proper mem-
bership record including names, addresses, and status of 
all members, the dates of their admission and the date 
and circumstances of their termination, and shall issue 
and sign all membership cards, and shall keep and dis-
tribute minutes of all meetings, collect and remit to the 
Treasurer all dues, fees, and charges, and perform such 
related duties as my be required by the Constitution, By-
Laws, or by the direction of the Board of Directors or the 
membership 
  

(Continued on page 5) 
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Duties: The first half of the year is in preparing, mail-
ing, and processing membership renewals. Average for 
the first half of the year is 4-6 hours per week. The second 
half of the year drops to 1-2 hours per week. There are 
times when the work load becomes heavy, i.e. After major 
conferences that result in an increase of new members. 
Normal Board meetings are 3-4 hours for the meeting, and 
an additional 3-4 hour to prepare the minutes. 
 

Treasurer: Time requirements, 4-6 hours per month, with 

over 8 hours during the fall conference. 

Qualifications: The Nominating Committee shall consider 
and evaluate candidates for nomination by, but not limited 
to the following considerations: 

Duties:  

Attend executive board and membership meetings. 

Prepare and present financial reports for executive com-
mittee meetings and Fall Conference. 

Assist Budget Committee in preparing annual budget.  

Collect and disburse monies on behalf of OSBA 

Coordinate all financial activities with the Executive 
Committee, and monitor OSBA budget throughout the 
year for needed adjustments. 

Close books on Dec. 31 and prepare documents for an-
nual audits. 

Maintain accurate records of all monies received and 
disbursed by OSBA including operating account, CDs, 
savings account, license plate fund, etc. (All OSBA funds 
are on deposit at Fifth-Third Bank.) 

Pay OSBA bills promptly. 

Ensure all insurance documents are maintained and up-
dated at least annually. In addition, renew OSBA trailer 
license.  

Some knowledge of Excel, electronic banking and com-
puterized record-keeping is helpful. 

Assist in the transition and training of a successor. 

Regional Directors (3 year terms)  - Represents bee-
keepers from their region and works with local associa-

tions to promote the purposes of OSBA and cooperation 
with OSBA within their region.  Representative are also 
required to report regularly to the Board of Directors on 
activities in their region.  Regional Directors must reside in 
the region they are representing: 

Miami Valley: Counties include: Preble, Montgom-
ery, Greene Fayette, Butler, Warren, Clinton, 
Hamilton and Clermont 

Heart of Ohio: Counties include: Marion, Morrow, 
Knox, Delaware, Licking, Madison, Franklin, Fair-
field and Pickaway 

Ohio Valley: Counties include: Ross, Vinton, High-
land, Pike, Jackson, Gallia, Brown, Adams, Scioto 
and Lawrence 

In addition to the duties listed above, all OSBA Board 
Members are responsible for attending Board Meetings 
and the right to voice their opinion and vote on any matters 
brought before the Board.   Board Members may also be 
appointed to committees and would be responsible for ful-
filling the task or goal assigned to the committee.   In a 
recent survey of existing Board Members, most indicated 
they spent 10 to 30 hours per month fulfilling their duties 
with OSBA.  

(Continued from page 4) 

http://www.brushymountainbeefarm.com/
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OSBA Fall Conference— Saturday, October 31st 2015—Mark Your Calendars! 

The Buzz is on in Plain City where the OSBA Fall 

Conference will be packed with a large colony of Ohio 
beekeepers. It may seem a long time until October, but 
before you know it the hectic beekeeping season will be 
over, and will be wrapping up 2015 with our fall confer-
ence. On Saturday, October 31, which is also Halloween.  
No tricks….only treats! 

Our conference will include exciting, educational speak-
ers and a wide variety of vendors...and a few surprises!   
Our Guest Speaker line-up includes Dr. Thomas Seeley, 
Kent Williams, and Dr. Reed Johnson.   
 
Plus our annual Honey Contest, judged by James 
Thompson.  As in past year, attendees can watch and 
ask questions as Jim assesses the entries. 
 
Everyone will also have the opportunity to meet our for 4-
H Partnership winners. The winners will be giving a short 

presentation on their beekeeping season during the gen-
eral assembly. 

 
Aside from gathering up great beekeeping information 
that you can use to plan your 2016 beekeeping season, 
The conference is also the perfect time to stock-up on 
your beekeeping supplies.  Building equipment during 
winter is one of the best ways to get ready for the surge 
of Spring beekeeping activities. 
 
Our conference will also include member voting on Exec-
utive Board Officers and some Regional Directors.  
Thanks to an update in the OSBA Constitution, approved 
last year by our membership, this year’s elections will 
allow for absentee ballots. More details to follow. 

http://www.waldobees.com/
http://www.simpsonsbeesupply.com/
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OSBA Supports Research, Education and Outreach 

So far this year, OSBA has provided funding to the OSU Beelab, Apimondia Bid 2019, and the Lithopolis Honey Fest.  
Below is the thank-you letter from Ohio State University. 
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Ohio Buckeye Belle Queens 
& Stillwater Queens 

 
Available on a limited basis 

 
Contact: Vickie Bowman 
Home:  937.947.1568 
Cell:  937.672.0866 
202 Chestnut Street 
Laura, Ohio   45337 
 
Email Vickie at:  
wanabee2013@yahoo.com 

 

Highly recommended by  
Dana Stahlman 

Beekeeper of the Year Award— Accepting Nominations 

At our annual OSBA fall meeting, we recognize one outstanding beekeeper 
that was nominated by his or her peers for outstanding work during the past 
year in beekeeping.  The OSBA Award Committee reviews all nominees and 
selects only one from the pool of candidates. 

Last year, Alex Zomchek received this award. 

Now is the time to take a moment and nominate a beekeeper that you know 
who deserves recognition for all of their work.  Nominations close on Septem-
ber 15...so send your nominees to:  OSBA Vice President Terry Lieber-
man-Smith at: 

Vice-president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org or P.O. Box 24181, Dayton, OH  
45424 

associations can receive tax breaks on the dona-
tions.  We are already investigating further benefits. 
 
The initial cost to file all the government paperwork 
is not insignificant.  Your OSBA Board appropriated 
funding so that we can invest in the future growth of 
local associations.  Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers 
Association is participating as our beta group.  Once 
we have the first beekeeper association on-board, 
future additions to our OSBA Affiliate Program 
should be relatively easy. 
 
Once the beta testing is complete, we will send out 
detailed information about this exciting program to 
local association leaders. 

OSBA Affiliate Program (Continued from page 1) 

Alex receiving the 2014 Beekeeper of the 
Year award from Dwight Wilson, the 2012 
Beekeeper of the Year  Award winner. 

mailto:wanabee2013@yahoo.com
mailto:wanabee2013@yahoo.com
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“Every year or so I participate in one of two multi-day 
gaming expos which are annually held in Columbus 
(Origins) or Indianapolis (GenCon).  On the surface 
these conventions seem superfluous if not downright 
ridiculous to most non-gamers. From wild costumes and 
makeup, to 3D virtual reality pods, to RPGs (Role Play-
ing Games), LARPs (Live Action Role Playing), and oh 
so much more.  But below all this hype and hoopla is the 
historical root stock of these conventions - board gam-
ing, or in actuality, a branch of mathematics known as 
Game Theory. 
 
When most folks hear of board games 
they think of CandyLand, Monopoly, etc. 
from their childhoods.  But as with so 
many other things in life; gaming has 
evolved into an incredibly diverse and rich 
field with literally something for everyone.  
Truth be told most new games are just a 
variation on a theme of older games.  
There are new twists and combinations to 
be sure, but still, why do this?  In a word, I 
go for the modeling.  This is where you dissect and 
break individual games down into their basics elements. 
 
After spending three plus days of gaming for 12-16 
hours per day where you can literally play 30 to 40+ new 
(and old) games...you change.  You develop what I call 
a game theory mindset.  You learn to quickly strip away 
all the hype and clutter to concentrate instead, on the 
core mechanics embedded in all games. 
 
Not surprisingly the more you play, the quicker and more 
deftly you strip away all the noise and you begin to see 
into the core principles of any game you play.  Aside, 
this is similar to all those "story problems" you had to do 
in middle and high school.  The point was to strip away 
all the distracting and extraneous errata so as to extract 
and solve the math concept they were teaching in that 
section.  Gaming does the same thing but is a lot more 
"fun" - a key concept they forgot to include in those story 
problems! 
 
What does all this have to do with beekeeping?  Well, if 
you play in enough hives, and do so for long enough, 
you start breaking beekeeping down to its basics game 
theory principles.  Like board games you have the static 
pieces or resources: in this case brood chambers, su-
pers, frames, even the strains of bees you choose.   
 
The game begins with the seasonal  clock and by adding 

your dynamic packages, nucs, and/or swarm of bees. 
You then begin to manipulate resources trying to control 
for extraneous variables (pests, diseases, et.al.) that are 
also running on a seasonal and colony clock.  In gaming 
parlance these elements are robbing you of key “victory 
points”.  
 
We play the typical beekeeping game by employing 
strategies like early stimulative and nutritional feeding 
(or not) in an attempt to make the peak forager popula-

tions coincide with your local peak nectar 
flows.  Further, we often indiscriminately 
and prophylactically treat (or not) based on 
inaccurate criteria.  And for most beekeep-
ers, winning is achieved by maximizing a 
honey crop or successfully pollinating a 
crop.  
 
But with hive mortality rates continuing to 
be in the 45-50+ percent range it is high 
time for beekeepers to adopt new game 
winning strategies.  A painful point of fact 

is that beekeeping today, is being redefined as simply 
keeping your bees alive.   
 
Bees have been involved in a 150+ million years old re-
source management game which includes such me-
chanics as genetic selection, brood cycles, nectar and 
pollen flows, etc. and all orchestrated by a relentless 
seasonal clock.  We beekeepers then put a new spin on 
this old game with our discovery of the 3/8 inch bee 
space and invention of the moveable frame hive and the 
modern beekeeping "game" began.  And like the new 
board games that come out each year; we have since 
been thrown some relatively new twists and curves with 
varroa mites, varroa as a disease vector, toxins, and 
more.   
 
To this end I suggest we beekeepers would benefit by 
adopting a gaming theory mindset.  We have to cut 
through the clutter and noise to get at the basic princi-
ples and problems affecting our colonies today.  Employ-
ing the same old strategies (or lack thereof!) in an ever 
changing beekeeping landscape won’t get the job done. 
 
We need to reexamine our beekeeping basics: queen 
stock, nutrition, overwintering, etc. in the face of evolving 
pests, diseases, and toxins.  Then we need to apply an-
ticipatory and adaptive strategies to counter these and 
other emerging problems.  

(Continued on page 25) 

Game Theory and Beekeeping 

Alex Zomchek 
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OSBA Fair Committee 

David Crawford 

Minutes from the May 19, 2015 meeting at Bob Evans, 
South High Street, Columbus. Meeting convened at 10 
a.m. 
 
Fair Committee Members in Attendance: Nina Bagley, Ti-
na Bobek, David Crawford, Zale Maxwell, Dwight Wells, 
Marishka Wile. No absences. 
 
OSBA will have the pavilion on Aug. 2-9. Set-up will be the 
evening of Aug. 1. Nina reported that the daily event 
schedule had been turned in to the state fair staff. There 
will be one bee beard demonstration each weekday and 
two on weekends. Also during the day there will be 
smoothie and cooking demonstrations, a demonstration on 
the use of hive products for health and beauty, and “tours” 
of an active bee hive. Other displays, the model beeyard, 
pollinator seeds, observation hives, license plate displays, 
educational exhibits and honey tasting will run throughout 
the day. The Conrads again have secured the attendance 
of the American Honey Princess who will be at the pavilion 
most days. 
 
Dwight said he would furnish the observation hives. The 
dilemma of keeping the observation hives fresh throughout 
the run of the fair was discussed. Barry Conrad will do bee 
beards the first two days and Arnold Crabtree the remain-
der of the fair. 
 
Nina and Dwight said between the two of them, they would 
have bees for use for the bee beard demonstrations. 
 
Nina said vendors are enthusiastic about being at the fair 
this year and she anticipates the same number of vendors 
at the 2015 fair as were present in 2014. The vendor who 
sells pollinator seeds (Circa Seeds) will again split the pro-
ceeds with OSBA.  
 
Parking in the vicinity of the pavilion was discussed. The 
DiSalle building is being torn down and parking may be 
limited, however, the fair staff realizes the importance of 
having close parking for OSBA volunteers who require 
close parking to transport bees and other equipment each 
day. 

Several clubs have signed up to assist at the fair. Each 
club will receive 5 complimentary passes for the volun-
teers who work the entire day (9 a.m. to 6 p.m.). Fair com-
mittee members will be on-site each day. 
 
To reduce expenses, it was decided that members would 
bring in pollinator friendly plants from their own gardens 
for display in the “pollinator garden.” In the past, plants 
were purchased from a Columbus nursery and resold to 
volunteers at the end of the fair; however, by the end of 
the fair the plants were not in optimal condition and had to 
be deeply discounted in order to liquidate. 
 
Volunteers in the pavilion will be asked to wear lanyards to 
help visitors identify them.  
 
Nina said she is working to have publicity at the tent and 
coverage by local news and radio personalities. 
 
David said he would speak with Terry Lieberman-Smith to 
see if she could help communicate the request for club 
banners from clubs around the state. The banners will be 
returned following the fair. 
 
The committee discussed how to make adjustments in the 
set-up of exhibits to encourage a better flow of visitors 
through the pavilion. With the demolition of the DiSalle 
Building adjacent to the pavilion, it could impact the flow of 
traffic around the pavilion entrance. Nina will request more 
signs from the fair staff to direct visitors to the pavilion. 
 
Nina said there would not be a giveaway of free seeds this 
year. Livingston Seeds, who provided free seeds in 2014, 
is no longer in business. 
 
New additions to the state fair committee members are 
always welcome and are encouraged to contact any cur-
rent member if interested. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Did You Know? 

This year ‘s Ohio State Fair total number of entrants in the Honey Contest 
increased by over 67%!    The OSBA sponsored judges for the Ohio State 
Fair, Jim Thompson and John Grafton are going to bee busy. 
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Luke Ontrop and India Bradford have submitted their reimbursement re-
quests for $250  (1 hive) and $500 (2+ hives) respectively. 

 
India (pictured on the right) and her 
father visited Honey Run Apiaries this 
past weekend to see a queen rearing 
operation.  She grafted, inspected the  
cell builder, and saw the results of 1 
day old grafts..    
 
As a bonus she saw a swarm emerge 
from a hive and land on a nearby tree 
and then watched Tim Arheit attempt to 
shake bees off a high branch into a box 
(and half on himself).     She also 
picked up her nucs. 
 

Update on the OSBA 4-H Partnership Winners  

Update on the OEEF Pollinator Habitat Planting Grant  

Land Partners in the OEEF Grant Pollinator Habitat 
Planting grant are hard at work either getting the 
land ready, or seeding the property.  Bryan Boyd, 
coordinator of the project (and beekeeper) at the  
Veteran’s Administration in Dayton, OH has already 
seeded the property and is enjoying  watching the 
seedlings emerge. 

Pollinator Stewardship Council Program Manager, 
Michele Colopy, and CEMEX Project Coordinator 
(and beekeeper) Rusty Strader brought together 
some enthusiastic volunteers to participate in an in-
sect count.  For a few hours on a warm Saturday, 
our intrepid volunteers counted and recorded the  
type and number of insects currently on the property.  
Once the native wildflowers are established, we will 
repeat the process.  The goal is to show that by 
planting native wildflowers, we can increase the di-
versity of insects. 

 

From left to right: Rodrigo Villalba, Chelsea McCreary, Michele 
Colopy, Rusty Strader, Matt Silveira, Lottie Silveira.. Not pic-
tured: OSBA Vice President, Terry Lieberman-Smith (someone 
had to take the picture!) 

In the photo, from left to right are Mike Doseck, GGLBA President, Ray Moeller, GGLBA Vice-President and Mentor to 
Luke, Luke Ontrop, GGLBA member and scholarship winner, and Tim Arheit, OSBA President. Along with the scholar-
ship, Luke received a one year membership to OSBA and GGLBA.  
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OSBA is a non-profit organization with a mission to promote beekeeping in the state of Ohio.  OSBA has a Board of 
Directors made up of 23 voting members. Eighteen of these members represent each of the nine regions of Ohio.  
They are the people who represent the membership and your region in all votes taken by the OSBA board regarding 
business of OSBA.  You need to get to know your representatives. 
 
The duties of the Director as listed by the Constitution: 
 
The elected director will work with the beekeepers and local beekeeping associations and clubs in their respective 
regions to promote and implement the purposes of the OSBA within their regions. The Directors shall work to foster 
cooperation and collaboration between the local beekeeping associations and clubs in their respective regions. The 
directors shall have such other duties as assigned by the president or the board of directors. The directors shall at-
tend all board of directors meetings with right of voice and vote on any matter brought before the board of directors. 
The directors shall report regularly to the Board of Directors regarding activities within their region. 
 
The duties of the Appointed Representatives as listed by the Constitution: 
 
The Regional Representative(s) nominated and confirmed pursuant to Article XI, A. & B. shall have voice and vote as 
full members of the Board of Directors. They shall serve a 1 year term commencing with the date of the first Board of 
Directors’ meeting in January and concluding on December 31st of the same year. 

 

Director 

Tom Rathbun 

Representative 

Open 

Director  

Dwight Wilson 

Representative 

Mike Soboleski 

Director 

Dwight Wells 

Representative 

Mike Doseck 

Director 

Alex Zomchek 

Representative 

Open 

Director 

Richard Manley 

Representative 

Tracy Alarcon 

Director 

Joe Kovaleski 

Representative 

Jason Bosler 

Director 

Michael DeVaughn 

Representative 

Andrea LIttler 

Director 

Marishka Wile 

Representative 

Open 

Directors 

Susan Valentine-Cooper 

Representative 

Open 

What is OSBA 
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http://www.dadant.com/
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Absentee Ballots— New in 2015 

When OSBA updated the Constitution and By-Laws in 2014, one of the major changes was to include a provision for 
absentee ballot voting for elections.  OSBA members who are unable to attend the Fall Meetings, when elections are 
held each year, can now have a say in electing leadership. 
 
To help reduce mailing costs, the 2015 ballots will be in the 4th quarter OSBA newsletter.  Ballots will be sent to an 
Michael Doscek, an OSBA Representative whose position is not up for re-election.  Sealed ballots will be brought to 
the meeting and then opened when the same-day ballots are collected.   Ballots must be received one week before the 
October 31 conference.  Hand carried ballots will not be accepted at the conference. 

Dadant  will give a 5% discount on all orders pre-ordered that they bring to the conference.   Customers must call the 
Kentucky Dadant branch 1-888-932-3268, fax it in at 502-848-0009 or email your orders to Clay Guthrie at cguth-
rie@dadant.com or the office director Tasha at dadantky@dadant.com.  Customers need not speak to Clay directly to 
order, anyone can take their order, just mention to one of his associates about being part of the OSBA FALL MEETING 
that will be in Plain City, OH  The 5% discount is only good for orders placed through the KY branch.   It will not be appli-
cable for internet orders or orders placed at any other branch. 

Special Vendor Offer for OSBA Fall Conference Attendees 

OSBA Sponsors 4-H 

Judge at Ohio State Fair 

This year, OSBA will once again sponsor 
the judge for the 4-H beekeeping projects. 
Returning again this year, OSBA Director 
Alex Zomchek will review and judge the 
entries. 

OSBA is committed to providing support to 
future generations of beekeepers through 
our 4-H Partnership Program, and by sup-
porting the 4-H Judging at the Ohio State 
Fair..  

http://www.ohbees.com/
mailto:cguthrie@dadant.com
mailto:cguthrie@dadant.com
mailto:dadantky@dadant.com
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Scotts Miracle-Gro Adds Honey Bees to the Campus 

OSBA Vice-President, Terry Lieberman-Smith and Pollinator Stewardship Council Program Manager, Michele Colopy, 
met with Scotts Miracle Gro earlier this year to learn about the GRO1000 grants available to help pollinators.  We helped 
disseminate this information across Ohio, and the following groups applied, and successfully won, grants to help improve 
pollinator habitat: Brukner Nature Center; Nature Center at Shaker Lakes for Bikes, Bees, and Butterflies; PSC’s project 
with Squire Valleevue Farm;and Madison County Foundation for Environmental Education (Iowa). 
 
Scotts now has added honey bees to their property.  Here is what they shared with us: 
 
Beekeeping is an adventure, an avocation, and an investment 
- much like preparing for a garden with considerations such as 
sun, shade, and water drainage. Since we are experts in gar-
dening, we start out our adventure with a great foundation of 
smarts to be successful beekeepers. It takes about as much 
time and effort to grow a garden as it does to keep bees. One 
big bonus of beekeeping: they help vegetables, flowers and 
other garden plants thrive. Oh, and then -- of course -- there’s 
the honey. Like most hobbies or new endeavors, the more 
time and care we put into beekeeping, the better the outcome. 
 
So, let’s start at the beginning. Why are we starting to keep bees in Marysville? Honeybees are important pollinators for 
both flowers and agricultural crops. According to research done by the National Resources Defense Council, “Without 
bees to pollinate many of our favorite fruits and vegetables, the United States could lose $15 billion worth of crops -- not 
to mention what it would do to your diet.” The list of crops that simply won’t grow without honey bees is a long one: Ap-
ples, cucumbers, broccoli, onions, pumpkins, carrots, avocados, almonds … and it goes on. This is an opportunity for 
each of us to learn more about honeybees, support the benefits of bees, and of course “sweeten up” our associate gar-
den beds this year. 

 
A team of passionate associate beekeepers set out 
on a journey to pick-up our newest additions and 
introduce them to their new home in Marysville, OH. 
Equipped with an empty hive with a lid, protective 
gear (just in case) and gloves, the team visited an 
Ohio beekeeper. When the team arrived the weath-
er was a relatively cool temperature of 64-70 F. 
Heat, tends to agitate the bees and much to our 
surprise the bees were incredibly docile. They were 
so calm you could hold out your bare hand and 
they would just climb around leaving tiny trails of 
pollen or proposes on your hands. 
 
The beekeeping team collected about six thou-
sands bees and one queen in five frames that have 
been set-up in front of the Le Herron Wellness Cen-
ter off of Scottslawn Road. Associates can enjoy 
the hive behind glass from within the group fitness 
room. Come out and enjoy seeing our happy Honey 

Bees we have here in Marysville and get excited to learn more about our adventure in beekeeping. The opportunities of 
this adventure are endless.  The Team Leads on this project are: Rob Goodwin, Lou Lyons, Jason Lorenz, and Chip 
Crickard. 
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A “Blast” From the Past — It Could Have Been Written Today 

Terry Lieberman-Smith 

Jim Thompson was kind enough to send me a CD filled 
with OSBA history.  Every now and then I share with fellow 
beekeepers interesting articles from the “history books”.  
Here’s an article from a 1966 OSBA Digest (newsletter) 
that could easily have been written today: 

 

Insecticide Effect Studied— As told to Marge Cooke: 

The end of the story of how some 35 stands of bees will 
fair, after being exposed to lethal insecticides, will probably 
not be known until next spring. 

It began on May 1, this year, when a new orchard manag-
er sprayed fruit trees, in full bloom, at the Otterbein Home, 
Warren County, with mixtures of Capstan and Sevin.  Wil-
liam Vest, North College Hill, keeps bees in the orchards 
there.  The next day, Mr. Vest discovered “pounds of dead 
bees in front of the hives.”  He reported that at the time he 
believed this was the extent of the damage but discovered 
in succeeding days the initial loss was the least of his trou-
bles.  To date eight colonies have been completely de-
stroyed and all the remainder have become weakened to 
the point they are not making any surplus and must be fed.  
“a few hives,” Mr. Vest said, “appear to be in recovery at 
present.” 

On the suggestion of W.A. Stephen, Extension Specialist 
Apiculture, O.S.U., ten newly caught swarms have been 
placed in the contaminated equipment.  Using a coding 

system, Mr. Vest is keeping a close watch on the results.  
He reports that swarms placed in the hive bodies with su-
pers of drawn comb, but no honey or pollen in them, are 
suffering some loss of population due to the residue of the 
poisons tracked in by the field bees.  The swarms placed 
in equipment containing honey and pollen are suffering 
much greater losses.  Apparently, the nectar and pollen 
holds a higher concentration of the residue. 

There is also a notable non-normal behavior change.  For 
instance Mr. Vest said, “bees land in the front of the hives 
and crawl in, never fly as other bees do.” 

Just how long it will take for the bees to overcome the con-
tamination, or if they ever will, remains to bee seen.  “It is 
possible that the bees will be so weakened that they can-
not survive the winter,” Mr. Vest said.  “it is also likely that 
the contamination of the equipment may make further use 
of it impractical.” 

Reports from the area indicate that the balance of insect 
life has been greatly affected by the May 1st spraying.  
There is evidence that there are no longer any wild 
swarms thereabouts and other insect life seems greatly 
diminished. 

Mr. Vest pointed out that he had never had any trouble in 
the past years at this spot  as the previous orchardist did 
not spray when trees were in full bloom. 
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CLUBS, VOLUNTEERS  

NEEDED  

FOR STATE FAIR PAVILION 

For the OSBA pavilion at the Ohio 
State Fair to be successful, participa-
tion by Ohio’s beekeeping associations 
and volunteers is critical.  

This is a great opportunity to help pro-
mote your local association, and net-
work with other associations and the 
general public. 

A limited number of admission tickets 
are available. In addition, we would like 
to have your club’s banner or flag to 
hang in the pavilion during the fair. 
Banners will be returned immediately 
following the fair by U.S. Mail. If you 
would like to help, contact Nina Bagley 
at 614.783.7868 or  

ninabagley@me.com  

OSBA Website...Did You Know? 

The video series by Dr. Jim Tew and 
John Grafton on the OSBA website  
(www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org) has 
over 50,000 hits since they were post-
ed over 2 years ago?  They are avail-
able free, on-line. 
 
Another example of OSBA providing 
great education for beekeepers. 

mailto:ninabagley@me.com
http://www.modernbeekeepingusa.com/
ernstseed.com
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/
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Buzzing About 

OSBA 

OSBA  

Educational  

Conference 

OCTOBER 31, 2015 

Reserve the Date! for 
the Fall Conference in 
Plain City 

You 

Master  

Beekeeper  

Program 

Self-paced 30 tiered ed-
ucation program.  Get 
out of your comfort zone 
and learn new skills!  

Club 

Development 

Need a club in your ar-
ea?  OSBA has a “How 
to Start a New Associa-
tion Guide” Contact your 
OSBA Director or Re-
gional Representative .  

Funding for  

OSU Honey Bee 
Research 

 

OSBA donation to fur-
ther studies at The Ohio 
State  University Beelab. 

Beekeeper 

Education 

Visit us on the web. Ex-
plore our electronic  edu-
cational  pages. 

 

4-H 
 

We’re working to put 
funding together to help 
promote our next gener-
ation of beekeepers 

Webinars/ 

Podcasts 

 

Specific programming 
reaching into the comfort 
of your own home, on 
your own schedule. 

Community 

Awareness 

 

“Save the Honey Bee” 
License plate will in-
crease public aware-
ness , and provide funds 
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Association Corner 

From Alex Zomchek – Miami Valley Region: 
The Butler County Beekeepers Association (BCBA) heads 
into the summer with a series of new initiatives.  These 
primarily have to do with 1) Fair participations, 2) Educa-
tional and Community outreach programs, and 3) Work-
shops.  
 
We are once again actively recruiting so as to revive inter-
est in fair participation.  Toward that end BCBA is looking 
to increase entries and participation in the local Butler 
County Fair and the Ohio State Fair.  By highlighting criti-
cal entry dates, together with coordinated bulk deliver-
ies of both the entry forms and entry items we have seen 
significant uptick in entries over the past few years. 
 
The BCBA is going to be participating in several venues 
this summer including: 

* Moon OFFA Apiary Visit at Miami University's Ecology 
Research Facility June 28th (4-6pm) 
* Oxford Community July 4th Metro Parks Celebration - 
July 3rd. 
* Hueston Woods Apple Butter Festival; Oct 3rd-4th. 
* Various library and park events 

 
Workshops planned for the summer include a honey ex-
traction party, wax melting and candle making demo, and 
queen grafting class. 
 
Lastly, BCBA hosts an annual December holiday dinner 
for its members and their families and is exploring hosting 
its first summer picnic to coincide with its honey extraction 
workshop. 
 
Greene County Beekeepers Association members 
have enjoyed a great line-up of speakers this year, and 
are in the final planning stages for the Annual Honey Har-
vest that attracts over 200 people to the exciting demon-
strations.    
 

From Mike Doseck—Top of Ohio: 

At the April 14th meeting of the Greater Grand Lake Bee-
keepers Association , Luke Ontrop was recognized as 
one of the OSBA 4H Scholarship winners. With over 20 
applicants applying for the five scholarships, Luke will re-
ceive up to a $500 reimbursement for beekeeping equip-
ment that will be used for his 4H project. Luke is the son of 
Mike and Trish Ontrop from Coldwater, Ohio.  

Our club wishes Luke success in his beekeeping project 
and congratulations. 

Miami Valley Beekeepers Association continued to 

educate its members with a speaker line-up that included 
OSBA Master Beekeeper Instructors William Starrett and 
Dana Stahlman.  Club members are looking forward to 
their Annual Honey Harvest Demonstration at Brukner Na-
ture Center in August. 

 
From Jason Bosler– Crossroads Region: 
About all of the groups are hosting Field Days. Most im-
pressive is that the Mount Eaton area beekeepers who 
hosted Abraham Yoder from Canistoga New York, Abra-
ham is a young beekeeper with over 200 hives in about as 
many nukes who spoke to us on sustainable beekeeping 
in making increases. 
 
Tuscarawas County Beekeepers are talking about 
swarm collection and prevention. 
 
The 62 S. Beekeepers will host a field day to review over-
wintering hives indoors the positives and negatives. 
 
62 N. Beekeepers will again be hosting the Farm fami-
ly field days or July 18 in Millersburg this event will host 
3000 to 4000 people, and have a beekeeping tent with 
speakers and demonstrations throughout the day. 
 
We are off to a great start in our area the locust Bloom is 
been absolutely phenomenal and The bees  seem to be 
making the best of it. Farmers and beekeepers always say 
next year is a better year, hopefully this is this year! 

 
 

From Dwight Wilson—Maumee Valley Region: 
Maumee Valley Beekeepers,  in the Toledo area,  have 
been busy the past few months. With an average of 40+ 
members at their monthly meetings, they had to find a new 
location to meet as they  out grew our old meeting 
place.  In April’s guest speaker, Paul Bauman from the 
Toledo Area Sanitary District to talked about the Lucas 
County mosquito control spraying program. Paul ex-
plained how they try to avoid our bees and how they can 
protect our bees from the sprays they use.   In May they 
had a hands on (or hands dirty) demonstration on how to 
make seed bombs from Master Gardener Judy Ha-
gen.  On June 20th, they held a field day at the President's 
apiary.  Beginners had to opportunity to look inside of sev-
eral hives and got an explanation on what is going on.  We 
also bought some of Dwight Wells ankle biter queens and 
made some nucs up.  After the education we enjoyed a 
potluck and several hours of fellowship.  Also in June 
our President Roger Myers was featured in an article in 
the Toledo Blade about bees and some of the problems 

(Continued on page 21) 
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we encounter. 
www.toledoblade.com/Gardening/2015/06/03/The-buzz-
about-bees.html   
 
Northwest Ohio Beekeepers is also having a Field Day 
on June 27th. Our guest speaker will be Mel Dis-
selkoen.  He will be speaking about OTS (on the spot) 
queen making cells.   After his presentation, those inter-
ested in notching for queens can head to the beeyard 
there for notching hives for practice, so they can then 
make their own queens at home.  Nina Bagley and Tim 
Arheit are bringing queen cells for nuc building.  Nucs 
brought that day  then can be left at the beeyard for mat-
ing or can be taken home, or simply take the queen cells 
home with them.  A potluck meal will follow at 5:00.  
 

From Tracy Alarcon– Western Reserve Region: 
 
The Western Reserve Region has been buzzing with ac-
tivities so far this season. 
 
Many of the County associations held beginners short 
courses that were well attended! From a rough count it 
seems that more than 300 people in the area attended 
one or more of these courses! Most attending were brand 
new "beekeepers" and others realized that it was time to 
take a course and learn a little more about their bees and 
how to take care of them! 
 
Medina County Beekeepers Association- On March 
14th the Medina club offered an intermediate class, 
named “The Next Class”, geared towards those beekeep-
ers that had taken a beginners course before or that have 
already had bees for at least a couple of years. This one 
day course ran from 9AM- 6PM and only covered four top-
ics.: Surviving winter and now into spring.- Instructor, Dr. 
Jim Tew ,  Serious Honey Production.- Instructor, Kim 
Flottum , Making Bees.- Instructor, Peggy Garnes  and  
Professional Varroa control- Instructor Tracy Alarcon 

 
There were 50 beekeepers in 
attendance and some of the 
comments were, “best class 
ever!”, “it’s about time some-
one put together a program 
like this!”, “the most compre-
hensive program I’ve attend-
ed!”. 
 
On April 25

th
 the club held an 

early field day where the club 
hives were inspected. Strong, 
weak and dead outs were all 
available and 30+ folks 
braved the cool temps. 

 
One of the highlights was member, Adam Stearns, opened 
up a “bee tree”. Unfortunately the colony did not survive 
the winter but those in attendance got to see a real 
“natural” colony and how it was organized. Just for refer-
ence Adam is about 5ft 8inches tall. (Photo, Paul Kosmos) 
http://medinabeekeepers.com/index.php?title=Main_Page 
 
Summer is bringing the Fair season with the Ohio State 
Fair and the Medina County Fair being the same week! 
Yikes – can you enter both? Of course! And Good Luck….  
The August meeting is the annual club picnic and will be 
held at the Buckeye Woods Pavilion in Lafayette Town-
ship. Burgers, brats and many sides will be the food fare 
and fishing and games for the members will be the enter-
tainment!  
 
Check their webpage for the fall speakers and upcoming 
programs at www.medinabeekeepers.com  
 
 
Portage County- On May 17

th
 the club held their annual 

field day. Member Norm Mack graciously offered his home 
as the site for the field day. Dan Kaminski, Ed Kibler, and 
Gerry Guyette, ( as a side note between the three of them 
there is over 150 years of beekeeping experience!), 
brought in five overwintered hives that just came out of an 
apple pollination contract and they were PACKED with 
bees! There were also two hives that had packages in-
stalled just about a month before so the 40+ folks in at-
tendance were able to see many differences. Tracy Alar-
con, Portage County bee inspector, demonstrated using 
an alcohol wash to determine the Varroa load of a colony 
and how to take a comb sample from a colony. The sam-
ples were sent into the Bee lab in Beltsville MD for testing. 
Dan Kaminski also demonstrated using an ether roll to 
count the Varroa load. At the end of the field day Tracy 
Alarcon gave a short demonstration of the equipment 
needed for rearing queens and a basic demonstration on 
how to graft and “cell punch” for queen producing.  
www.portagecountybeekeepers.com/ 
 
Lorain County- Lorain County held their 20

th
 annual field 

day on June 6
th
 and the event was well attended as al-

ways! The guest speaker for the field day was Phil Kraft. 
There were many classes available throughout the day, 
beginners classes, queen rearing demos, how to make a 
split, children’s classes…..  as well as a sheep shearing 
demo, a Farrier demo, discussion about Apitherapy as 
well as many contests, raffles, prizes and social gathering. 
The event has become so successful they are considering 
pre-registration for the daylong event. 
 www.loraincountybeekeepers.org/  
 
Summit County- Along with holding their annual begin-
ners course, that was very well attended as always, the 

Association Corner (Continued from page 20) 
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club also held a “Build It” workshop on March 21
st
 that 

was a great success! Beekeepers in attendance learned 
how to properly put their equipment together; making sure 
it is all square and secure. On May 21

st
 club volunteers 

helped educate a group of children about beekeeping at 
the Ott family home in Akron, OH. 
www.summitbeekeepers.com/  

 
From Tom Rathbun—Erie Basin  
The Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers Assoc.  had 
Dwight Wilson come and speak at the June meeting, 
Dwight talked about building Nucs, with a pot luck dinner 
afterwards. The Club also had Dana Stahlman give a 
presentation on Queen Rearing which was attended by 25 
members. 
 
The Richland Area Beekeepers, had their field day  
which was a great success, David Beer, a member of the 
club and a long time Beekeeper passed away on June 
9th, he will be missed by the club members. John Grafton 
is scheduled to be the July meeting guest speaker. 

 
From Marishka Wile– Ohio Valley 
The Highland County Beekeepers Association has offered 
informative presentations this quarter on installing new 
packages, hive inspection and what to look for, and plant 
identification.  Following the presentations, members ben-
efited from open forum sessions. HCBA encourages its 
members to write their beekeeping questions on the roster 
at the beginning of the meeting which are later answered 
by its veteran beekeepers. This club has enjoyed an ac-
tive membership for over sixty years, some of the mem-
bers having been in attendance for thirty.  
 
The Hillsboro Farmer’s Market will host a Beekeepers Day 
the first Saturday in August. HCBA will have a booth and 
a display to encourage shoppers to learn more about bee-
keeping. They will also sell local honey. The Farmer’s 
Market is held on the Court House Square between 9am 
and 1pm.  
 
Congratulations go out to HCBA’s president, Tom House 
for becoming the new Highland County Bee Inspector. His 
experience and knowledge will be an excellent asset to 
local beekeepers.  
You can visit HCBA online at 
www.highlandcountybeekeepers.com/  
Swarm removal contacts for the Highland County area 

can be found on their website under the Bee Support tab. 

The Brown County Beekeepers Association continues to 
remain strong with up to 60 members in attend-
ance.  Many of these are new beekeepers, so BCBA has 
begun to divide their meetings into two sections, one for 

beginners and the other for more experienced mem-
bers.  The program for April was, “The Life Cycle of the 
Honeybee.” This was presented by BCBA’s own Christine 
Tailer who narrated her new book Sixty Thousand Sisters, 
Daughters of the Queen. There were PowerPoint slides of 
each page, so everyone could enjoy the book’s stunning 
photography. Though the book was made for the younger 
beekeeper in mind, the entire membership enjoyed the 
presentation. The book, now available at Amazon.com is 
a must have for every beekeeper.  
 
BCBA’s May topic was on “Raising Queens” presented by 
Kevin Hale of Hale's Honey in Wellington, Kentucky. The 
Highland County Beekeepers Association was kind 
enough to lend beekeeping icon Jim Higgins to present 
the June topic on “Apitherapy.”  
 
BCBA meetings are held the second Tuesday of each 
month at Western Brown High School.  June, July and 
August meetings are held at the Southern Hills Board of 
Education Building Conference Room. For more infor-
mation, visit BCBA’s website at 
 www.browncountybeekeepersassociation.org. Brown 
County also has an active swarm list. Please refer all re-
gional swarm calls to 937-618-1332. 
 

From Susan Valentine-Cooper—Heart of Ohio:  
The Knox County Beekeepers Association has grown 
to over 100 members.  At the May Beeyard Meeting, par-
ticipants learned many management techniques that in-
cluded shook swarms and a variety of splitting options. 
 
Beekeepers from the Morrow County Beekeepers Associ-
ation successfully petitioned their county officials for 
a bee inspector. 
 
East Central Ohio Beekeepers Association has a new 
meeting location at the Infirmary Mound Park in Granville, 
OH.  They are also organizing an Educational Seminar on 
September 19th.  
 
Central Ohio Beekeepers Association coordinates a 
Helping Hands Group to assist association members who 
are temporarily unable to manage their hives.  The COBA 
beeyard continues to education new-bees with the weekly 
meetings at the beeyard for potluck, hive inspections, and 
discussions.   
 
Scioto Valley Beekeepers Association is donating 
funds to the Lithopolis Honeyfest and plans to be a spon-
sor of the honey judging contest at Lithopolis in Septem-
ber. Nina Bagley spoke to SVB, based in Circleville, at the 
June meeting on the Beekeeper's Year and where to fo-
cus time and other resources.. In July, Carmen Conrad 
will be the speaker on how to put together a winning hon-
ey entry. Carmen is an experienced honey judge and has 

(Continued from page 21) 
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This is an old tradition among beekeepers to “Tell the 
Bees” whenever a change happens in the beekeepers 
family.  You may Google “Telling the Bees” and find a 
poem from the 1800’s about this subject.  You will also 
find some history on the subject.  What OSBA wants to 
do is to recognize any beekeepers that have recently 
passed away.  
 
All associations or individuals are asked to forward the 
name and home county of the beekeeper and the date of 
death, if available.  Any personal info may also be benefi-

cial such as how long they may have kept bees, any offic-
es they may have held in beekeeping associations, etc. 
 
Please appoint someone in your association to notify an 
OSBA officer when a loss occurs so proper recognition 
can be made. 
 
Notify Ron Hoopes, Memorial Committee Chair at:  
beefarm2003@AOL.COM or cell 740.624.1683 if you 
have notices to pass on to the newsletter. 

Telling the Bees 
Ron Hoopes 

East Central Ohio Beekeepers Conference 

Location:  

F.O.E. 302 1275 E Market St. Zanesville Ohio 
43701 

When:  

Saturday Sept. 19th 2015 

Hours:  

9-4. Registration starts at 8:00 am 

Pre Register at www.e-coba.org 

40.00 per person  Walk-ins 50.00. Lunch 8.00 

Speakers will be: Tammy Horn from Kentucky, 
Jennifer Berry from Georgia, and Ed Karle from 
Massachusetts 

One day event! Hope to see you there! 

won several awards on the national level. Club members plan to have entries at the Pickaway and Ross County fairs, 
Ohio State Fair, Circleville Pumpkin Show and Lithopolis Honeyfest. SVB will have volunteers at the OSBA Beekeeping 
Pavilion during two days of the Ohio State Fair. Members continue to provide educational outreach to area schools and 
will be at an upcoming county farm market to discuss the merits of beekeeping and pollination with visitors. A Field Day 
will be held later this summer in one of the yards operated by Dan Williams, a club member and established queen 
breeder. SVB maintains its hives at Slate Run Living Historical Farm and extracts the honey during the two-day Lithopo-
lis Honeyfest for visitors to watch. 

Association Corner (Continued from page 22) 
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Honey Processing 

Roy Hendrickson 

Snip and Save Technique  

The challenges facing new beekeepers range far beyond 
the basics of colony management. What happens once 
your bees produce that first crop of honey? What are the 
requirements to get the crop from the comb to the bucket 
or jar? For many the primary concern centers on eco-
nomics. This equipment will be used but once a year, 
how do I minimize the expense and maximize efficiency?  
 
Uncapping – Basically there are two uncapping tech-
niques available to the small operator. You can either 
destroy the cappings using a scratcher or puncturing 
device, or remove them with a knife. From an economi-
cal standpoint the scratching or puncturing methods in-
volve the least expense. If you’re only running a couple 
of colonies you might try one of these methods prior to 
purchasing a knife. If you do decide to purchase a knife, 
I would recommend the Speed King, available through 
most bee supply catalogs. This is a reasonably priced 
top quality knife, which if used with care, will literally un-
cap tons of honey. Used with care implies just that. Run 
the knife through a wall mounted switch. Shut it off be-
tween supers or whatever number of frames it takes to 
fill your extractor. Keep the knife clean. Don’t let honey 
residue burn and create a built-up crust. This really limits 
knife life. Use a damp cloth to remove the honey residue 
between uses. Lastly, even though the knife is heated, it 
will cut much easier if it’s sharp, especially if you’re un-
capping dark comb. Use a fine file to lightly retouch the 
edge at the end of the season or whenever necessary.   
  
Extracting – There are a number of small extractor op-
tions. Dadant, Maxant, Betterbee, and Blue Sky all have 
excellent choices. Don’t be too conservative, buy for the 
future. It will be cheaper in the long run. Regardless of 
choice, make sure to securely anchor the extractor. A 
half or three quarter sheet of heavy plywood makes an 
ideal base. Use carriage bolts to attach the extractor at 
one end of the plywood. The remaining area serves as 
the primary work station during extractor operation. Bal-
ance the extractor! Even the most basic two frame unit 
can vibrate extensively if not loaded properly. Start by 
extracting the full supers first. Partially filled supers re-
quire more care. Alternate heavy and light combs; do 
this individually or in groups, three heavy combs followed 
by three light weight combs. It sounds complicated, it’s 
really not. A couple of cycles and everything will make 
sense. If you’re not using queen excluders there will un-
doubtedly be some stored pollen in the dark combs. This 
can sometimes cause problems at the end of the extract-
ing cycle. Once most of the honey is out, the extractor 
becomes unbalanced due to the uneven distribution of 
the stored pollen. It might be wise to segregate the su-
pers containing brood comb and extract them separately.     

Handling and Storage – For brevity I’ll venture an opin-
ion rather than attempt to sort through the many options 
relating to honey handing and storage. Avoid heated 
sumps! They’re too expensive and time consuming for 
the small operator. The same holds true for pumps, not 
practical. Since five gallon buckets are the traditional 
honey storage medium, the real question becomes; 
should you strain the honey as it flows out of the extrac-
tor? Straining cold honey is nothing but a time consum-
ing pain, so again the answer is no. Instead, allow the 
honey to run directly into the bucket. Leave a one inch 
gap between honey and lid. This provides a working 
space and reduces lid cleanup time. To avoid potential 
granulation issues, do not leave filled buckets setting on 
a concrete floor. Use plywood as an insulator. Better yet, 
place one inch Styrofoam between the concrete and the 
plywood. Allow a week for the impurities to settle out. 
Use a curved blade pancake flipper and a spatula to 
skim off the wax and foam (air bubbles). Honey treated 
in this manner is every bit as clean or particle free as 
that run through a strainer. Use the strainer to drain the 
skimmed off wax.            
 
Heating & Bottling – Initially the Bottling Bucket Kit sold 
by most major suppliers should suffice. For starters con-
sider using glass containers rather than plastic. That way 
should granulation become an issue, it’s a simple matter 
to re-liquefy using a hot water bath or the microwave. 
The next level will generally involve some type of heated 
bottling tank. Unfortunately water jacketed tanks are 
priced beyond the reach of most hobbyists. As an alter-
native I would select an appropriate sized stainless stor-
age tank and design my own external heating system. 
For example, Betterbee offers the Bucket Blanket, a five 
gallon pail heater with a strap and buckle attachment 
assembly. I’m sure this could be easily adapted to fit a 
small storage tank. Google five gallon pail heaters and 
you’ll be overwhelmed with the possibilities, mostly from 
outside the normal beekeeping supply channels. I see 
little difficulty in building a suitable heated bottling set up 
for roughly one third the cost of a water jacketed tank.   
 
Processing Location – Do you extract in the kitchen, 
basement, or garage? Remember, you’re dealing with a 
food product, so whatever your choice, keep sanitation in 
mind. Another consideration is honey moisture content. 
Even capped honey will pick up moisture over time. Con-
sequently, do not leave supers setting around waiting to 
be extracted, especially in high humidity areas. If possi-
ble, remove the honey and extract on the same day. 
Otherwise be prepared to keep stored supers warm and 
dry. How you keep the supers warm is up to you. Keep 

(Continued on page 25) 
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them dry by means of a dehumidifier. Stack the supers cross-wise and use an oscil-
lating type house fan (Disengage the oscillation feature) to move the warm, dry air 
through the supers. Absent Small Hive Beetles, honey so treated can be stored for 
a week or more without any undue concern. 

Honey  (Continued from page 24) 

Fortunately we have a potential game 
winning strategy at hand - "monitoring."  
Monitoring defined as timely and pur-
poseful inspections which accurately 
gauge pest and disease loads, and then 
employing preventative and/or appropri-
ate controls and treatments based on 
industry established criteria and thresh-
olds.   
 
Though not entirely a new mechanic; if 
redeployed at a higher level monitoring 
is perhaps our best strategy moving for-

ward when it comes to keeping more 
bees alive now.  Again, nothing coming 
in the foreseeable future can reduce cur-
rent hive mortality rates more dramati-
cally than by employing an enhanced 
monitoring strategy.  
 
OSBA is aggressively pursuing a grant 
to formally develop a monitoring kit to-
gether with establishing monitoring clas-
ses and course work.  More to follow. 
  
So, whether with your hives or at the up 
and coming GenCon convention -  let 
the games begin! 

Game Theory (Continued from page 9) 

http://www.medivet.ca/
http://www.beeculture.com/
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The transition of seasons always brings a never ending 
palate of colors painted across the landscape. From the 
autumn leaves, to the yellow dandelions we are sur-
rounded by color. But, have you ever stopped to ponder 
the color of pollen? 
 
Specialized pollen foragers in the 
beehive work endlessly to pro-
vide their sisters with fresh pol-
len. If you’ve ever watched your 
bees buzz back home after a 
successful journey you’ve proba-
bly noticed some bring back 
bright orange and yet others 
bring a chalky yellow. Why? 
Where does it come from? How 
can I tell? 
 
Glad you asked! Luckily, this is 
the article just on pollen color! 
 
Structure and Form 
The pollen you see your bees bring in is actually a sticky 
mixture of nectar, enzymes, and of course pollen. This is 
what we tend to call the “pollen ball” or “pollen load.” As 
the bee forages from flower to flower collecting pollen 
they hold true to a certain species of flower and only col-
lect from one flower species per foraging trip. The bee 
uses her pollen baskets on her hind legs (think really 
hairy velcro) to secure onto herself.  
 
But what about the pollen before the bee collects it? 
What does that look like? 
 
In its most fundamental form, pollen is the male gamete 
used by the plants for procreation. Each pollen grain is 
microscopic and depending on the flower the grain looks 
vastly different. A dandelion grain is spiky and sticky 
while a buckeye tree pollen grain is smoother. Even be-
fore the honey bee adds enzymes to the pollen, the mi-
croscopic structure of the grains and something known as 
the pollenkitt aid in “gluing” the grains together.  
 
Why do the bees collect pollen in the first place? Well, 
inside each of the grains there are specific amino acids 
honey bees need, especially for rearing their brood. The 
whole scope of the nutrients inside pollen is not widely 
understood, but certainly without the pollen, bees would 
not be able to survive. In fact it is these chemical compo-
nents unique to each flower’s pollen that gives rise to its 
color that we see.  

Do the bees see the pollen color? This is certainly some-
thing research in the future will answer but at this mo-
ment there is little knowledge of how much the color of 
pollen is perceived by the honey bee’s ultraviolet eye-
sight. We do know, however, that once in the hive bees 

do not have any formal way of 
locating pollen in the cells by 
any type. In fact, if you exca-
vate the contents of a cell filled 
with pollen you will see that the 
bees simply stacked one pollen 
ball on top of the other without 
any care of the colors. 
 
How We Can Use Color to 
Learn 
Well, if the bees don’t seem to 
care about the color of the pol-
len, why should the beekeeper? 
Without a doubt if you were to 
collect from a pollen trap 
throughout the season you 

would immediately notice a great variability in the compo-
sition of the pollen. On any given day a hive can bring in 
thousands of pollen balls. See the figure of the diversity 
just 10% of a single pollen trap’s contents contains! 
 
Each pollen ball can tell the beekeeper potentially what 
flowers the hive frequents, what the diversity of their floral 
landscape looks like, the nutritional status of the hive, 
and much more! 
 
Certain entomologists in the past spent a lifetime figuring 
out which pollen color corresponds to which species of 
flower. Dorothy Hodges is the most notable of these pio-
neers. Her book on the subject provides vital amounts of 
information regarding this subject, but sadly it is out-of-
print and next to impossible to find an original copy. A 
nice alternative is the book A Colour Guide to Pollen 
Loads of the Honey Bee by William Kirk. A quick Google 
search will give you some places where you can order it. 
The book is organized by flower and the associated pol-
len colors it could potentially represent. All a beekeeper 
needs to do is take a pollen ball from their hive and com-
pare it against the hundreds of options in the book. Ac-
cording to Kirk this color matching should be done in indi-
rect sunlight to yield the best results. 
 
One major caveat to both Kirk and Hodges’ work: they 
studied flowers predominantly found in the U.K. While 

(Continued on page 27) 

A Spectrum of Pollen– Unlocking the Hidden Biodiversity Surrounding Your 

Hives 

Michael Wransky, Doug Sponsler and Chia Lin, The Ohio State University 

Above: A diligent honey bee visits a Clematis  
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this is slightly depressing for those of us in Ohio all is not lost. There are plenty of 
flowers that are over here that are also in the U.K. 
 
The process of taking one pollen ball at a time and finding its corresponding flow-
er is difficult and time consuming to say the least. But, it can provide a beekeep-
er with much needed information about their floral landscape! 
 
We mentioned about how pollen is important for bee nutrition, so can we figure 
this out from Kirk’s reference book? Umm, no, not really. The realm of pollen’s 
nutritional contents are a massive box filled with mystery and disconnected 
knowledge. Frankly, very little is known even for the most common of pollens like 
dandelion or maple tree. Kirk’s book has no information regarding nutrition so I 
would not recommend purchasing the book if you are identifying pollen to figure 
out your hives’ nutritional status. 
 
However, we are not completely without a tool to measure a hive’s nutritional 
status. Each time you empty out your pollen trap, or just observe the bees return-
ing to the hive, pay attention to how diverse the colors are. Certainly when gold-
enrod is in bloom most of the pollen will be one color. For the bees the more col-
or the better! If your bees are bringing in pollen of only one color that might lead 
to them not getting enough amino acid X or Y. Each pollen is not created equally, 
and in fact there are lots of plants out there with “junk food” pollen that do not 
help the bees at all! 
 
Current Research 
The Ohio State University’s Honey Bee Research Lab is hard at work trying to fill 
in the many gaps in pollen research. Members of Dr. Johnson’s lab are analyzing 
pollen’s nutritional contents, developing a pollen color reference for Ohio flowers, 
and even building a public website for Ohio beekeepers to search and color 
compare pollens! 
 
Stay tuned later this summer for more information! 

(Continued from page 26) 

Buckeye Queen Producers Participating in  
Insemination work at Purdue University  

Peggy Garnes 

This year the virgin queens are being transported in their own nucs for better ac-
ceptance after the insemination process.  Joe Kovaleski and Dwight Wells are in 
charge of transportation of the nucs and will be staying to assist in the process.  
These inseminated virgins will then be brought back to the Buckeye Queen Producer 
members who will graft and raise offspring from them.   
 
This is a great learning opportunity for the Ohio based 
group and the genetics that will be returning with them 
should bolster the bees’ survivor ability.  Thanks, in 
part, to a monies received from the Ohio State Bee-
keepers Association - this program is growing!  Buck-
eye Queen Producers have queens available now to 
the public.  Please check out the webpage for queens 
available in Ohio from our programs.   
www.ohioqueens.org 
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The phrase “in the good ol’ summertime” implies lazing around enjoying a relaxing vacation.  Beekeepers know that this 
is one of the busiest times of year, especially with all the rain that most of us have been experiencing the past month.   
We have many activities, with many deadlines.  Remove honey, graft for new queens, set up nucs or hives to compen-
sate for next winter’s losses, manage for pests and diseases, etc.  And trying to work in-between the raindrops and cor-
responding crankiness of the bees can make for a less than relaxing time.   

However, as beekeepers, we know that we need to be flexible and roll with whatever is thrown into our path.  We rise 
to, and above, any of the challenges we face in this adventure we call beekeeping.  Let’s face it, if beekeeping were 
easy, we would be bored.  Hum-drum is not a term applied to our activities.  When we lose focus on our goal, our activi-
ties become dull, routine….and yes, boring. 

Challenges get our brains thinking about solutions and options.  Challenges strengthen our resolve, make us increase 
our “A” game, and overall provide motivation.  Great actions and opportunities arise from challenges. 

The White House recently announced the first National Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other Polli-
nators.  Each state is expected to develop their own Managed Pollinator Plan.  Sounds like a great idea.  Unfortunately, 
many states are excluding the state beekeeper associations from participating.  Given that beekeepers are the largest 
stakeholders in the White House plan, I find it surprising (but not altogether unusual), that the politics of many states are 
turning a blind-eye to groups who can actually prove to be valuable resources.  OSBA has pro-actively approached 
ODA regarding the Ohio Managed Pollinator Plan, and we remain vocal about participating in this plan which will impact 
beekeepers, farmers, and the consumer. 
 
OSBA has developed a three-prong education program  
for beekeepers on diseases and pests, that includes class-
room training, videos, and a portable apiary diagnostic kit.  
We have been applying for grants to help underwrite the 
program.  As of yet, we have not received funding, but we 
will continue to apply for grants, and look for alternative 
ways to get this program into the hands of beekeepers in 
order to improve honey bee sustainability.  We may have 
to scale back the program, but we will move forward.  A 
challenge, yes, but we are committed to providing top-
notch education for beekeepers. 
 
The OSBA Fall Conference had to reshuffle the original 
great line-up of speakers, due to a sabbatical of one of the 
guests.  So, we have rescheduled that guest for the 2016 
(yes, we plan ahead) Fall Conference.  Our 2015 line-up, 
while different, is probably even more fine-tuned to the 
needs of Ohio beekeepers.  Guests include Thomas See-
ley, Kent Williams, Dr. Reed Johnson, Alex Zomchek, 
Christie Welch, and others.  Topics range include apiary 
management to business topics to pollinator habitat im-
provements.  Honey contests, auction tables, a wide array 
of vendors (get ready for building equipment during the 
winter), and a few other surprises await those who are at-
tending this exciting event.  Where else can you have all 
this beekeeping fellowship for a registration fee of only $25 
for OSBA members? 
 
Challenges?  Bring them on!  OSBA and the beekeeping 
community will rise to the occasion and become better, 
stronger, and more focused on the goal of improving bee-
keeping in our community. 

No Teaspoons Allowed 

(recipes that really use honey) 

Honey Cream-Cheesey Cookie Bars 

1/2 c. honey 
1 c. butter 
1 eggs 
1 tsp. vanilla 
12 oz chocolate chips (semi-sweet, milk, or a mix) 
2 c. flour 
1/2 tsp. baking soda 
8 oz cream cheese 
1/4 t. salt 
1/2 c. raisins (or dried cranberries or cherries) 
 
Heat oven to 350. 
 
Grease and 8x8 square pan. 
 
Cream butter and honey. Mix in egg, vanilla and 
cream cheese. Mix baking soda and salt with flour 
and add to honey mix. Add raisins.  
 
Bake for 25 minutes, or until a tester comes out 
clean. 

Editor’s Corner 

Terry Lieberman-Smith 

http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/politics/national-strategy-to-promote-the-health-of-honey-bees-and-other-pollinators/1554/
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/politics/national-strategy-to-promote-the-health-of-honey-bees-and-other-pollinators/1554/
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State Pollinator Protection Plans- Beekeepers Needed  

Michele Colopy and Terry Lieberman-Smith 

States have begun working on their 
State Pollinator Protection Plans, per 
the National Strategy to Promote the 
Health of Honey Bees and Other 
Pollinators.  Beekeepers are integral 
to the implementation of these local 
plans; all beekeepers.  The Pollina-
tor Stewardship Council has com-
piled many of the documents helpful 
to the development of these plans on 
their website. 
 
All beekeepers, commercial, sidelin-
er, and backyard are important 
stakeholders as specifically defined 
by the National Strategy and the 
AAPCO Guidance document.  In two 
states already beekeepers have had 
to point out to their State Planning 
group that beekeepers were needed 
and wanted as participants per the 
AAPCO Guidance document.   
 
From the: Report of the Association of American Pesti-
cide Control Officials (AAPCO) Committee  on  Managed 
pollinator protection plans, February 3. 2015 
Page 1 & 2 
The objective, to the extent possible, will be to build a 
broad stakeholder consensus on effective strategies for 
protecting pollinators that are the least disruptive to pro-
duction agriculture and other affected stakeholders. 

 
•    Identify approaches used to engage stakehold-
ers and provide for public participation 
•    Identify existing apiary registry and apiary notifi-
cation programs and systems used in managed 
pollinator protection plans 
•    Identify resources for apiary inspection, regula-
tory outreach 
•    Disseminate information to state lead pesticide 
agencies, state apiary agencies, and other stake-

holders regarding man-
aged  pollinator protection plans 
 
“Development and implementation 
of managed pollinator protection 
plans depend on effective engage-
ment of the stakeholders.  This in-
volves direct meetings of beekeep-
ers, crop producers, landowners, 
crop advisors, and others as need-
ed.”  Ohio State Beekeeping Asso-
ciation is looking forward to being 
an active member in Ohio’s State 
Pollinator Plan once the process 
and timeline is determined.   
 
The AAPCO Guidance document 
includes contact information for the 
facilitators of these states plans 
across the country.  In Ohio, Matt 
Beal at the Ohio Department of Ag-
riculture is listed as the Pollinator 

Protection Plan leader.  The Ohio State Beekeeping As-
sociation has reached out to Mr. Beal, expressing our 
desire to participate in Ohio’s Pollinator Protection Plan 
development. 
 
The EPA recently proposed a New Rule which included 
the formal encouragement of State Pollinator Protection 
Plans. A few states have completed such plans, but are 
not readily adaptable to other states due to differences in 
geography, crops, weather, etc.  The Ohio State Bee-
keeping Association is eager to participate in the creation 
of a Plan for Ohio.  In Indiana, 80 agricultural stakehold-
ers participated in their first Planning meeting, and thirty 
of those in attendance were beekeepers.  Ohio agricul-
ture is important to Ohio’s economy.  Ohio’s honey bees 
and native pollinators help to ensure Ohio’s crop 
yields.  Ohio’s beekeepers are key to the success of 
Ohio’s Pollinator Protection Plan. 

OSBA Website Facts…..Did You Know? 

Another popular page on our website is the local associations listing.  This 
year alone,  that page has had almost 5,000 hits.  People are looking for local 
associations— to join, to pick up swarms, or to find local sources of honey. 

Is your club listed? 

http://pollinatorstewardship.org/
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http://www.centralapiary.com/
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2015 OHIO STATE BEEKEEPER’S ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS AND CONTACTS 

 

NAME POSITION  PHONE  EMAIL 

Tim Arheit President 419.371.1742 tarheit@honeyrunapiaries.com  
Terry Lieberman-Smith Vice-President 567.703.6722 osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com  
Floyd Ostrowski Secretary 330.388.2173 floyd@queenflorahoney.com  

David Crawford Treasurer 740.477.2393 davidcrawford43113@gmail.com 
John George  Past—Pres  614.376.3040 johngeorge706@gmail.com 

 

 

NAME POSITION  PHONE  EMAIL REGION 

Susan Valentine-Cooper Director  svc@nwcs.com Heart of Ohio 
Alex Zomchek Director 513.280.3476 ohiohoney@woh.rr.com Miami Valley 
Dwight Wilson Director 419.722.1953 djlwilson@aol.com Maumee Valley 
Mike Soboleski Representative mike@sobeehoney.com Maumee Valley 
Joe Kovaleski Director 740.632.7500 josephkovaleski@sbcglobal.net Crossroads 
Jason Bosler Representative jbosler@hlbc.com Crossroads 
Tom Rathbun Director 419.603.1749 tmr7212@yahoo.com Erie Basin 
Richard Manley Director 740.644.2277  ramciw@aol.com  Western Reserve 
Tracy Alarcon Representative tntalarcon@juno.com Western Reserve 
Dwight Wells Director  dwells85@woh.rr.com  Top of Ohio 
Mike Doseck Representative mdosohio@aol.com Top of Ohio 
Michael DeVaughn Director  michael@indianrunapairy.com Buckeye Hills 
Andrea Littler Representative aklittler@yahoo.com Buckeye Hills 
Marishka Wile Director  briarrose@bright.net Ohio Valley 
 

Staff Appointments: 

Terry Lieberman-Smith Newsletter Editor osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com 

OSBA Mission  
 

The Ohio State Beekeepers Association serves beekeepers in Ohio and is  
associated with other organizations who have an interest in beekeeping. 

 
 Provide our membership with current beekeeping information and represent them when beekeeping is-

sues arise in Columbus and at the Department of Agriculture. 

 Provide our membership with a quarterly newsletter and yearly beekeeping calendar. 

 Members can receive a discount on American Bee Journal Magazine 

 Provide educational meeting once a year (Fall Conference). 

 Support other beekeeping organizations in the state of Ohio by providing speakers, and publishing infor-

mation about their activities in our newsletter. 

 Support the 4-H project in Ohio.  Any 4-H member working on a beekeeping project can get on our mail-

ing list for our newsletter.  Some OSBA members also serve as mentors to these young people. 

 Support our Ohio State University bee programs — research and extension.  

mailto:tarheit@honeyrunapiaries.com
mailto:osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com
mailto:floyd@queenflorahoney.com
mailto:davidcrawford43113@gmail.com
mailto:johngeorge706@gmail.com
mailto:svc@nwcs.com
mailto:ohiohoney@woh.rr.com
mailto:djlwilson@aol.com
mailto:mike@sobeehoney.com
mailto:josephkovaleski@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jbosler@hlbc.com
mailto:tmr7212@yahoo.com
mailto:ramciw@aol.com
mailto:tntalarcon@juno.com
mailto:dwells85@woh.rr.com
mailto:mdosohio@aol.com
mailto:michael@indianrunapairy.com
mailto:aklittler@yahoo.com
mailto:briarrose@bright.net
mailto:osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com
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Please support our Advertisers— 

They support OSBA 

When you place your order 

tell them you saw their advertisement in 

 the OSBA Newsletter 

Ohio Beekeeping is the official publication of the Ohio 
State Beekeepers Association. Annual subscriptions are 
included with membership in OSBA.  
Send news about your bees and your experiences, as well 
as any corrections, letters, comments, photographs, story 
suggestions, interviews, and additional requests to: 
 

Terry Lieberman Smith 
PO Box 24181 

Dayton, OH 45424  
 
Or email: osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com. 

Ohio State Beekeepers Association 2015 Membership Form 

Ohio State Beekeepers Association is a 501c3 non-profit organization supporting people who have an interest in 
honeybees and beekeeping. You do not need to be a beekeeper or live in Ohio to join OSBA.  Membership in-
cludes on-going activities of the association to promote honeybees and beekeeping, voting in annual elections, 
discounts on publications, and an annual subscription to Ohio Beekeeping. 

For new memberships and renewals, send checks payable to OSBA with this completed form to: 

Floyd Ostrowski, OSBA Secretary 
3321 Buckhaven Dr. 
Richfield, OH  44286 

 
Name:     ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________  State: ___ Zip:  ______________  County:  ____________________ 

Phone:  (__ _) ______-___________   Email Address (Print neatly) ________________________________ 

Name of Local Bee Association: ____________________________________ 

  $15.00 Senior (age 60 or over)/student membership for 1 year  

  $20.00 Individual membership for 1 year  

  $25.00 Family membership for 1 year   

  $200.00 Lifetime membership (individual or family) 

  I want to receive the newsletter by email only (no hardcopy) 

I would also like to donate   $5   $10   $20   $_________ to support 4H and honey bee research 

 

Membership is based on the calendar year, January through December 


