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A Celebration of Ohio Beekeeping

October 2019

OSBA Fall Conference
November 2, 2019 Plain City, OH
Invest a day in your education for a lifetime of better beekeeping
Tolles Career and Technical Center, 7877 U.S. 42, Plain City, OH 43064
Register Today!

Schedule:
Registration – 7:45—8:30 a.m.
Hot beverages and donuts available in the cafeteria, compliments of Deer Creek Honey Farm
Drop off Honey Entries contest— see rules on page 8

Drop off honey samples for Pollen testing- see page 4
President’s Welcome and Announcements
Speakers and Topics:

Kirsten Traynor
• Easy Queen Introduction
• Two Million Blossoms
• Halting the Unstoppable Swarm
Erin MacGregor-Forbes
• Small Scale Queen Rearing
• SARE Results: Comparison of Survivability Between Package and Overwintered Nucs
• Integrating Over-Wintered Nucs Into Your Apiary
Reed Johnson
• Discovering new chemical controls for Varroa,
Nosema and European Foulbrood
Dawn Combs
• Biodynamic Beekeeping
• Honey and the History of Eating Your Medicine
Jay Heselschwerdt
• Gentle Beekeeping
• No Welfare Bees
• Chemical-Free Beekeeping

Shannon Trimboli
• Botany for Beekeepers
• Nectar Flows
Andrew Connor
• Reading the Frames
• Creating Beekeeping Presentations for a NonBeekeeping Audience
Bob Hooker
• Monitoring for Sustainability
OSU Beelab Research Breakout Session
• Harper McMinn-Sauder "Measuring honey bee utilization of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) pollinator plantings using DNA metabarcoding"
•

Stephanie Murray “Using field experiments and
beekeeper surveys to closely examine the effects of
old brood comb on honey bee survival”

•

Emily Walker “Analysis of toxic effects from pesticide combinations on honey bees”

Kelley King
• Don’t Kid Yourself—Is It A Hobby or a Business

Walk-in Registration Cash or Check Only
Education is not an Accessory - Education is a Necessity
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Our OSBA Fall Conference Vendor List :
Pre-order and save $$ on shipping
American National Insurance

Honey Run Apiary

Rose Micro Solutions

Bastin Honey Bee Farm

Honeycomb Hives

Simpsons' Bee Supply

Bee Calm & Hive On

Kelley Bees

Strong Microbials

Beehive Thermal

Mann Lake Ltd

Superior Bee

BEEpothecary

Mockingbird Meadows

The Bee Barn of S.E. Ohio

Betterbee

My Bee Supply

Wicwas Press

Blue Sky Bee Supply

Nod Global

Bosler’s Bee Stuff

Ohio Buckeye Queen Producers

Dadant

O'Keefe Electronics, Inc

Ernst Conservation Seeds

OxaVap LLC

Hive Butler

Rock Bridge Trees

Woodenware
Bee Suit
Books

Our OSBA Conference Sponsors:
Beekeeping Insurance Services - Honey Contest
Deer Creek Honey Farm - Morning Rise and Shine
StickerYou.com - Feed the Beelab

Have Fun Entering The Contest Or Just Watching The Judging
Get your entries ready for the OSBA Fall Conference
Honey Judging Event.
Judging by Judge Jim Thompson and Assistant
Judges Jodie Lynn Cordell and Mark Vandayburg.
Show off your preparation prowess and creative side!
See page 9 for entry details.
You must be an OSBA member and pre-register for
this activity.
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Humming Along
Terry Lieberman-Smith, President
For eight years, I have had the privilege to be an active
OSBA Board member – from Newsletter Editor to VicePresident to President. Along the way I had the opportunity to be instrumental in re-designing the OSBA Fall
Conference from an event that barely broke 100 participants, to an event filled with speakers, vendors, and over
700 beekeepers from across the region.
When deciding on whether to continue with OSBA, I
looked back on all the activities that I was actively involved in, either as a leader or contributor, and then realized that while my OSBA list was long and productive, my
life outside of OSBA had been put on hold for too long.
So, it is now time for other interesting, fun adventures .
My outgoing task checklist is complete: information uploaded to Dropbox, Check; Committee documentation
and checklists handed over to committee leaders, Check;
Guidelines and documentation provided, Check! Your
OSBA Treasurer has also done the same.
I know that OSBA is a stronger, more financially sound
organization than it was eight years ago. I hope that our
 4-H Partnership Program—development of program and vendor bidding process and
 OSBA 4-H Judging Handbook
 OSBA Affiliate Program
 Traveling Speaker Program—Presentation development, speaker evaluation, scheduling, evaluation
reviews
 Quarterly Newsletter available on-line to everyone
 Build a Better Bee Club Workshop
 Grant Workshop
 Certified Master Beekeeper Program
 Certified OSBA Honey Judge Program
 Advocacy at the local and state level
 Apiary Diagnostic Kit—items and manual
 New Beekeeper Outreach Program
 New Board Member Handbook
 Website—updates and posts
 Facebook - hundreds of posts promoting OSBA
and other club activities
 Research Grant
 Library Grant

members and future leaders will have foresight to not only
continue our current support programs, but will also forge
ahead into developing new programming to support and
enrich the beekeeping community...not just a few people’s pockets.

I would like to thank the following people who helped
make my eight years volunteering at OSBA an enjoyable
and enriching experience:
Tim Arheit, Michele Colopy, Dawn Arheit, Mike Doseck,
David Crawford, Roy Hendrickson, John Grafton, Ben
Slay, Dwight Wilson, Jamie Walters, Doug Stanton and
the myriad of other people in the beekeeping community
who helped make my volunteer experience a fun ride.
If someone asked you, what positive contributions have
you made to your beekeeping community, what would be
your answer?
Below are projects in which I had the honor to be an integral part as a volunteer in creating, developing and/or
implementing during these past eight years:
 License Plate– testifying at the State House
 Speaker Resource List
 Development of OSBA Committees
 Strategic Planning Meetings
 Development of SOPs for OSBA positions
 New Club Packet along with funding to help new clubs
promote their initial meetings

 USDA Grant for Apiary Diagnostic Kit/Traveling Speaker Program launch. OSBA was one of 4 bee related
grants awarded from over 600 grantees, and the only
non-university winner.
 Job Descriptions for HAS, EAS, ABF Delegates
 Best Management Practices
 OSBA Oasis Pollinator Blend in partnership with OPN
 Honey Bee Health Coalition Varroa Guide—available
to conference attendees, new beekeepers, local associations, ODA
 OSBA Brochures (really, can you believe we had no
promotional materials!?)
 OSBA Fall Conference—over 700 attendees, Honey
Contest, OSU Beelab for testing, large array of vendors (thanks Dawn Arheit)

“Never be limited by other people’s limited imaginations….” Dr. Mae Jemison
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2019 Honey Testing Guidelines from OSU Beelab at the OSBA Fall
Conference
The Honey Bee Lab at The Ohio State University again asks you to bring your honey
for pollen analysis to the OSBA Fall Conference. Thanks to funding received from the
Agriculture and Food Research Initiative at USDA-NIFA we will be identifying the floral
source of honey using DNA sequencing of pollen in your honey. Bee lab members can
walk you through the steps involved in DNA sequencing and data analysis. Drs. Reed
Johnson and Chia Lin will also be demonstrating the traditional process of isolating pollen from honey and analysis of pollen under the microscope at the conference on the
first 5-10 honey samples that are dropped off. Please note that pollen analysis is timeconsuming so we will not be able to process all honey samples provided to us at the
meeting. Results from microscopic analysis will be shared on a poster board for you to
check during the meeting.
If you want to contribute to this research and want to have your honey analyzed with
this new DNA-based method just follow these steps:
1. Bring at least 2 oz. of honey collected from a single apiary any time in 2019.
2. Drop your honey off at the OSU Bee Lab table. We will transfer the honey to our own container and return
the bottle or jar and remaining honey to you.
3. Fill out a short anonymous survey that will ask you the location of the apiary from which the honey was collected, the approximate dates you added and removed honey supers and your best guess as to the flowers
bees were visiting to make the honey. We will perform landscape analysis to determine how floral resources used by honey bees may be influenced by their surrounding habitats. Therefore, an address (or
latitude and longitude) for your apiary will be requested.
4. You will be given a unique code corresponding to your honey sample. Results will be reported in the OSBA
newsletter in 2020 using this code as the identifier.

Quarterly Donations to OSBA
Your support is important to help OSBA provide
education, outreach, services, and programs to
our members and the Ohio community. Your support is greatly appreciated
Cheri Mack

Rebekah Sharpe

Connie Dolder

Curtis Stivison

R. Michael Hubbell

PayPal Giving Fund

New OSBA Life Member
The following beekeeper has shown their support of OSBA by becoming a Life Member. Life
Membership consists of a one-time payment to
OSBA of $200.

Network for Good
Eric Kimble

Eric Kimble

Rick St. Clair

Rebecca Taylor

Father William Seuffert
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4-H Partnership Program - 2020
Sponsored by the Ohio State Beekeepers Association, Inc.
The Ohio State Beekeepers Association supports new young beekeepers through our Ohio 4-H Partnership Program. We realize that success of a new beekeeper is not reliant on the work of the student and money alone, but
by the effort of a partnership. Thus the Ohio 4-H Partnership Program encourages participation of the guardian,
student, local association and mentor.

5 selected applicants will receive:
• Woodenware and tools for two hives
• 1 year membership to OSBA
• Free admission to the OSBA Fall Conference
• Beekeeper Training DVD
• 1 year subscription to Bee Culture
• and more!

Important Dates:
August 1st, 2019 - Applications and program
information will be available.
November 2nd, 2019 - Application deadline.
December 2nd, 2019 - Winners announced.

For full program requirements and instructions, visit our website: www.OhioStateBeekeepers.org

OSBA Sponsors 4-H Judges at the Ohio State Fair
The OSBA 4-H Judging staff this year included past judges, Alex Zomchek, Mike Doseck, Dan O’Callaghan, Jacob Shuman, along with judges-in-training, Sonny Ward, Dee Walters, and Jamie Walters.
To help our new judges come up to speed quickly, Mike Doseck and Terry Lieberman-Smith developed a Judging Handbook. Each judge in training tag-teamed with our senior judges during the long day of judging over 20 excited and nervous 4-H students.
If you are interested in joining our OSBA 4-H judging team, please contact Jamie Walters, OSBA 4-H Chairperson at
4h@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
OSBA 4-H Judges working with Judges-In-Training

OSBA 4-H Judge in Training Sonny
Ward (right) with OSBA 4-H Judge
Jacob Shuman

OSBA 4-H Judge in Training Dee
Walters with OSBA 4-H Judge
Dan O’Callaghan
OSBA 4-H Judge in Training Jamie Walters
(left) with OSBA 4-H Judge Mike Doseck
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Bee City USA: Why Not Your City in 2020?
Five “cities” in Ohio have been designated as “Bee
City USA”; Gahanna, Vandalia, Village of Galena,
Village of LIthopolis, and Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base. What is a Bee City? Per their website, “The
Bee City USA program endorses a set of commitments, defined in a resolution, for creating sustainable habitats for pollinators, which are vital to feeding
the planet.” Right now there are 49 bee cities.
Of the 96 cities at are designated Bee City USA, only
5 are in Ohio. Hard to believe that Ohio– the birthplace of Reverend L.L. Langstroth’s moveable frame
hive, home to A.I. Root, your home, only has 5 out of
96 cities on the list. That’s a measly 5%! North Carolina, First Flight– according to their license plate, has
19 cities designated Bee City USA.
Universities and Arboretums can become Bee Campuses. Five North Carolina campuses have that designation….currently no Ohio campuses have been
nominated.

Let’s hear it for Ohio communities moving toward becoming a Bee City USA.
For more information: http://www.beecityusa.org/

Ohio Beekeeping
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OSBA - Annual Fall Conference
November 2, 2019 - Plain City, Ohio

Tolles Career Center - 7877 US Highway 42 S - Plain City, OH 43064

REGISTRATION

**Mail-in Deadline October 21st**
Online registration is also available at: www.OhioStateBeekeepers.org
Name:
Email:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone:
Names of Additional Attendees:
Price Each
OSBA Member (Pre-Registered)

$25

OSBA Guest (Spouse and children
under 18 with paid OSBA Member)
Non-OSBA Member
Lunch

$10

Quantity

Total

$35
$11.00

Sunny Street Café Box Lunch includes sandwich, lettuce, chips, cookie
and beverage:
__ Ham and Swiss on Rye
__ Turkey and Monterey Jack Cheese on Wheat
__ Veggie Wheat Wrap
I will be entering the Honey Contest in the following categories- One entry
per category per household

$0

(no cost, but pre-registration and OSBA membership is required)
__Light Honey __Beeswax
__Basket __ Granulated Honey
I will be bringing in samples for Honey Testing

__Yes
Total Amount Due:

Walk-in Registration Cash or Check Only
Send your registration and payment to: (Checks should be made out to OSBA)

Michele Colopy, c/o OSBA
1624 Idlewood Ave
Akron, OH 44313

Questions may be sent to webmaster@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
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OSBA Earns a 2019 Gold Seal of Transparency on GuideStar

The Ohio State Beekeepers Association, Inc. earned a 2019 Gold Seal of
Transparency on GuideStar. Now our community members as well as 10+
million GuideStar users can find in-depth information about our goals, strategies, capabilities, and progress.
Your state association is shining a spotlight on the difference we help make
in the world. Plus, we’ve provided fresh information to 200+ charitable websites and applications that use GuideStar data, such as AmazonSmile, Facebook, and Network for Good. What do you think?
Check
out
our
profile
at
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/311085405 . GuideStar is the world’s largest source of information on nonprofit organizations. Foundation Center and GuideStar have joined forces to
become a new nonprofit called Candid. Learn more at candid.org.

Ohio Beekeeping is the official publication of The
Ohio State Beekeepers Association, Inc. Annual subscriptions are included with membership in OSBA.

Traveling Speakers Needed
OSBA is currently accepting applications for Traveling Speakers. A talk on “STEPS TO SUCCESSFUL OVERWINTERING OF HONEY BEE COLONIES IN OHIO” is being developed for the 2020 Traveling Speaker Program.
We are looking for individuals that enjoy educating beekeepers across the state of Ohio.
Traveling Speaker requirements:
 Working knowledge of Power Point software, set-up, application, and presentation
 Reliable transportation
 A current driver’s license
 Ability to drive at night
 Current car insurance
 A laptop computer with accessible ports to connect a projector
 A laptop computer with a current version of Power Point software program
 Availability to attend a training session of all Traveling Speakers
 Ability to personally transport presentation materials, lift up to 50 pounds, stand for at least one hour
 Willingness to complete a W-9 as an independent contractor
Contact travelingspeaker@ohiostatebeekeepers.org for application---- and additional information.
Applications must be submitted by November 15, 2019.
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OSBA Fall Conference 2019 Honey Contest Sponsored by Beekeeping Insurance Services
As in past years, the 2019 Fall Conference will feature open honey judging. Attendees will be able to observe the judging that takes place throughout the day. Senior OSBA Certified Honey Judge James Thompson, and OSBA Certified
Judges-in-Training Jodie Lynn Cordell and Mark Vandayburg will answer your questions as they evaluate the myriad of
entries. Get great hints on how to make your entries a prize winner. Enter your honey and win prizes and bragging
rights.

Rules:


Open to OSBA

Members only.



Entries must be pre-registered.



There is no cost to enter the honey contest



One entry per category per household



The number and type of container required varies by category (See the specifications in each category below)



Entries must be turned in during registration (7:45 a.m.— 8: 30 a.m.) the day of the event



Prizes will be awarded at the closing session at the end of the day



Entries may be picked up after the closing session



Any entries not picked up after the closing session will become the property of OSBA to be disposed of or donated



All decisions by the judges are final



Categories:



Light Extracted Honey (includes water white, extra white, white, extra light amber):
Three (3) 1# glass Gamber or glass Queenline jars



Wax:
½ to 1 pound entry



Honey Gift Basket:
Maximum of 12 pounds (total including the container and contents), and at least ¾ of the items
must be produced by the beekeeper using hive products



Flavored Granulated Honey
Three straight sided glass containers ranging between 12 oz to 1 ½ pounds. All containers must
hold equal amounts of product



First Prize: Ribbon and $20 (one awarded in each category)



Second Prize: Ribbon and $10 (one awarded in each category)



Best of Show: Rosette and $20

Prizes

Our thanks to Beekeeping Insurance Services for their sponsorship of this year’s Honey Contest.
Visit them at: http://beekeepingins.com/
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Scouts Awarded Beekeeping Library Grant
The Ohio State Beekeepers Association, Inc. awarded a
colonies at the Camp. A half-acre of pollinator habitat was
Beekeeping Library to Camp Manatoc and Summit Counalso planted to support the bees, and educate the Scouts
ty Beekeepers Associaabout native plants and
tion to support beekeepnative pollinators.
ing at the Camp. Twelve
beekeeping books, with
Camp Manatoc, of the
over half of the books
Great Trail Council of the
supplied by Bee Culture
Boy Scouts, is located
magazine, and two inwithin the boundaries of
structional DVD’s were
the Cuyahoga Valley Naprovided to Camp Manational Park, between
toc. This Scout Camp will
Cleveland and Akron,
also receive a one year
Ohio.
This project insubscription to Bee Culcludes Project Manager,
ture magazine, and to the
Pollinator
Stewardship
American Bee Journal
Council, partners Camp
providing additional inManatoc and Chris Bergstruction in beekeeping
dorf, Director of Camping,
for the Scouts. The beeThe Ohio State Beekeepkeeping library and maga- (L-R) Summit County Beekeepers Association member/Scout hive
ers Association, Inc., and
zines will reside in the mentor, John Irvine; Michele Colopy, Treasurer of Ohio State Beethe Summit County BeeCamp Manatoc Museum keepers Association presenting the library to Camp Manatoc Director, keepers
Association.
and Library in the Camp’s Chris Bergdorf.
Funders of this project
Administration Building.
are The Ohio State Beekeepers
Association,
John Irvine, Summit County Beekeepers Association
Cascade Subaru, Syngenta, and the Medina High School
member, has been mentoring the Scouts and the two bee
Senior Class of 2018.
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OSBA Delegate Positions to HAS, EAS and ABF - Apply Now!

OSBA now has defined the responsibilities for the OSBA American Beekeeping Federation Representative, OSBA
Eastern Apiculture Society Representative, and OSBA Heartland Apiculture Society Representative. Although the original committee tasked with creating the duties and responsibilities for the OSBA delegates did not complete the task,
other board members stepped up to complete the job in order to provide OSBA with a voice in the regional and national
groups.

These positions are annually renewed positions by OSBA. Representatives / Delegates are to learn from their role as a
Representative /Delegate, and to share their educational experience with the OSBA Board, and Ohio beekeepers.
Process:
• OSBA members in good standing may complete an application to be considered as the OSBA
Representative or Delegate to ABF, HAS, and EAS.
• The OSBA Nominations Committee will review all applications; interview the applicants via telephone and/or in person, and provide written recommendation to the OSBA Board for a Representative/Delegate to ABF/HAS/EAS.
• One applicant will be appointed by the OSBA Board for each of the entities (ABF, HAS, EAS).
Limitations:
• One individual may not serve as a Representative or Delegate to more than one association (ABF,
HAS, EAS) at the same time.
• The positions for Representative and Delegate to EAS, HAS, and ABF are renewed annually via
an open application process. The Nominating Committee should seek nominations in the third
quarter of each year.
• There is a lifetime limit of three years for each position.
Expectations of each Representative/Delegate to ABF/HAS/EAS:
• Serve on at least one committee as the OSBA Representative for ABF, EAS, or HAS;
• Participate on regular conference calls –schedule to be determined by EAS, HAS, and ABF for the
Delegates/Representatives; Provide written updates to the board about the meetings;
• Volunteer at the respective conference for ABF, HAS, or EAS as a member of their committee;
• Attend conference workshop sessions and provide a written report of each session for publication
in the OSBA Newsletter.
• For ABF the Delegate must be willing to sell raffle tickets for the Honey Queen Program during the
Conference.
• For the EAS Representative, an auction basket representing Ohio hive products must be compiled
(paid for by OSBA) and with the approval of the OSBA Executive Committee;
• Other duties per ABF/HAS/EAS Representative/Delegate job descriptions
For more detailed information, please visit our website at: www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/volunteer-opportunities/
If you are interested in representing OSBA as either an ABF, HAS, or EAS Representative, contact the OSBA Nominating Committee: nominating@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
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OSBA Library Grant Winner Update - Riverdale Schools

The grant awarded by the Ohio State Beekeepers Association will be used in conjunction with our Ag program.
During the school year the Ag students host a number of
events.
One
event
coming up is facilitated
by Miss Steinmetz. In
this event the students
teach their peers and
elementary age students that Ag is more
than just farming, it a
sustainable way of life.

event. This event is a petting zoo for the elementary students. On display will be a bee observation hive. This will
allow the students an opportunity to observe the workings
of a hive.

There will be minilessons on the importance of bees and
beekeeping. In October
there will be the second

These are just two
ways we will use the
resources
recently
awarded to us. We will
continue to grow this
aspect of the Ag program and continue to
educate all students on
the importance bees
play in agriculture.

This grant was made possible thanks to OSBA Funds and additional titles donated by A.I. Root, and support
by Black Swamp Beekeepers Association and OSBA Regional Representative Sonny Ward

OSBA Outreach to Beginner Beekeeping Classes
Continues in 2020
This year’s outreach to those enrolled in New Beekeeper Schools sponsored by local associations was outstanding. We reached over 1000 new beekeepers with educational materials. Each student received educational information, promotional items, PLUS a one year
complimentary membership to OSBA. This year we will again be including a copy of the
Honey Bee Heath Coalition’s “Tools for Varroa Management Guide.” We all know that beekeeping is not an inexpensive activity, and we want all new-bees to start on the right track education, fellowship, and awareness of all that OSBA offers. So we are offering this program again in 2020. We will be sending out information to local association leaders at the
beginning of next year - Make sure that we have your association’s updated contact
information!
The New Beekeeper Outreach Committee met on July 24th and is looking forward to continuing the success of this program. We welcome the new clubs in Fairfield, Gallia and the North
Central Region and encourage you to let us know of the Beekeeping Classes held in your
areas so that we may enroll each participant for a one year COMPLIMENTARY membership
in the OSBA. In addition, you will be sent educational material and promotional items.
Send your information to newbeekeeperoutreach@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
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OSBA 4-H Partnership Winners
Nick Furbee
What an exciting summer I have had with the ladies! I
have completed lots of items in this past quarter like
check up on my beehives multiple times. I also went to
the First Year Bee Yard and decided to buy a hive they
were selling to expand my bee yard. I even decided to
collect some honey from the brood boxes. And I put on a
sugar water feeder so then they can have that make more
honey for themselves for over the winter. And a few more
things too.
I ended up with one of my hives swarming in the heat of
the summer. I tried catching them out of the tree but they
were about 20’ up and an hour later they were gone. I had
set a box below it but no luck. That week I checked the
hives and was able to see a good brood pattern and even
got to see a queen working on opening her cell – how cool
was that! Just the other day I went into my hives and got
some honey. When I did this I took off the honey super on
both hives and put on a sugar water with a 2:1 mixture
because the bees are getting ready for winter and they
need to stock up and replenish the couple full honey
frames without brood from the brood boxes I took. I had
learned at the Bee Yard that we could do this and then
feed the bees heavy to help them replace for the winter.
A few weeks ago I went to the COBA First Year Bee Yard
to learn more about wintering over my bees. I was extra
excited to go because my mom had gotten an email from
Winnie Williams (the First Year Bee Yard Manager) and I
decided to buy hive #1 off them so now I have another
hive to winter over. It’s a lot of work but I love it!
Just the other day I went to the Lithopolis Honeyfest and
volunteered at the COBA booth. We twisted up long balloons into bees and drew details (like smiley faces b/c we
like happy bees) on
with markers for kids
that came to learn
more about bees and
how important they
are.
I don’t know
how many I made in
the few hours I
worked but my hands
were yellow from all
the balloons and our
little air pumps had
almost all quit working!
Just yesterday I got
the chance to show
my Grandpa the honey super frames and

the extracting process. Teaching him everything I’ve
learned about the different products that bees make
(honey, wax,
royal
jelly
and propolisthe ones I
know enough
about to explain)
and
what
their
purposes are
in the hive
was
really
fun! He was
amazed by
the weight of
the
frames
before and
after
we
spun
them
and
how
much honey
came out of
the
honey
gate
when
we opened it
up to drain. I
can’t wait to give him a jar next time I see him.
The last and maybe one of the most important things I am
working on doing is getting hives ready for over wintering.
I’m doing things like pulling the honey supers (they didn’t
get around to filling them up much) and putting on the
sugar water feeders so the bees will fill up the rest of the
brood boxes for winter.
I am still working on making
mouse guards, mite treating, and small hive beetle treating too.
I think that I have had a successful summer with my bees.
I sure hope I can do everything they need in the next few
weeks to bring them safely through the winter!
Thanks again OSBA for helping me find a new and awesome hobby.
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OSBA 4-H Partnership Winners

Amber Averwater
I have my bees! Surprisingly, I got my bees about a day after the last article was due, therefore meaning I’ve had my
bees for almost 4 months. I love them more and more each day. As promised the have jumped in size and are flourishing nicely. I now have two deeps on them. And are feeding sugar syrup, boy do
they suck that stuff down! I have very good hopes for winter. My bees are definitely
on the nicer side of bees and I just love to go outside and stare at them and watch
how much goldenrod pollen goes in. My bee mentor, Shelly told me to reduce my hives entrances
because it is that time of year for robbers. Due to
the entrance reducer being propolised down I put
a little block in the doorway the first hive was ok
with it but the second hive despised it so much
they pushed it right out!
I got the chance to join in on a hive rescue that
had placed themselves in the wall of a garage. It
was very cool to see the process of trying to find
where the bees are in the building. Unfortunately,
if we were to get the bees out, it would cause
more harm than good for the homeowner. It was
still a good experience though. I’m learning new
things about bees every single day and I would
never go back for the world.

Abby Butcher
I've done a lot with my bees and these past three months and have had a lot of new experiences.
I qualified for state fair with three projects regarding my bees. My first was my speech
about beginning bee keeping tools, my next was my self determined about the different
types of bees, and my regular beekeeping project. I went to state fair for 2 of these things
but stayed home for my self determined. I learned a lot at state and got to meet a lot of
people that are doing the same projects as me.
I also got the chance to go to the Ohio State Beekeepers
tent while at state fair. While there I got a lot of valuable information that I can and will be using within my hives.
I will be attending a honey bee festival next weekend and
the week after will be at another local convention. I also
have an experienced beekeeper coming out to my property
soon to see and inspect my hives. I do have to have a lot of
help while working with my hives because of a recent horse
riding injury that I had which resulted in 4 broken fingers
and 6 pins being placed into my hand.
My bees are starting to get ready for winter and have been
very active lately. I did try a little of their honey which gave
of a lemon taste; we are assuming this is because of the
white clover that we have on our property. Overall, it has
been a great three months for both me and my bees.
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OSBA 4-H Partnership Winners
Josh Adler
This past year has been a wonderful first year of beekeeping for
me: from when I got my scholarship in December, to getting my first
bees, to when I dealt with a spit, and up to today. I have enjoyed
learning about bees, the art of beekeeping, and meeting beekeepers. And all of this was made possible through the OSBA scholarship!
In the last couple weeks, many bee-related activities have happened. First, I participated in county judging, earning the top score
making me eligible for the Ohio State Fair. I accepted the invitation
to judge again at state fair, and was lucky enough to have Alex
Zomchek judge me on my project (photo below, left). I learned
quite a bit from him, and am glad to have had the opportunity to talk
with such a knowledgeable bee researcher.
Only a few months ago I was forced to split one of my hives into two
separate ones as the bees swarmed, all of which changed recently. Due to the combination of
a lack of a queen in one of
my hives along with a decreasing number of bees in general, I was forced to combine the two hives that
only two months before had split. Now both hives have a healthy amount of bees,
and have been collecting so much honey that a couple weeks ago I was able to
extract some honey from both hives. I took the frames to my mentor’s house,
where I learned how to extract honey by spinning it. After I was done with the
spinning, filtering out the junk, and then finally storing the honey in a 5 gallon
bucket, I had collected over 40 pounds of honey. Traditionally beekeepers collect
more, but seeing as I was told to expect none my first year, I’m very happy with
this much! I was even able to melt down the cappings and make my own beeswax candle.
Beekeeping has become one of my favorite past times thanks to the OSBA scholarship. I have enjoyed this project immensely, and am looking forward to the
challenges, learning experiences, and everything else that will happen to me and
my hives in the future.
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OSBA 4-H Partnership Winners
Sophie Wood
At this point in my beekeeping journey, I know more than I could have ever imagined about beekeeping. In both hives, I
have not had to feed anything but I am preparing to feed candy boards when winter comes. Both hives are thriving and I
hope they continue to do so as the colder weather comes. I also conducted several mite checks over the past few
months and so far, no more than one mite which occurred only once. I use alcohol washes, which previously I have experimented with conventional sugar vs. alcohol washes and discovered that alcohol washes work best.
Both hives are currently just growing stronger and I
hope they continue to do so as colder weather
comes.
I won first place at the Portage County Randolph Fair
for beekeeping, although I was the only one in the
category. This made me eligible to compete and was
quite surprised when I found out I had won Outstanding of the Day. Outstanding of the Day is the award
given to the top twenty percent of the Ohio State Fair
beekeeping entries. There were a total of four other
Outstanding of the Day recipients. For the competition, you have to make a display and I chose to use a
trifold to display information. It was mainly graded on
the interview, which is fairly brief. Overall, I have
come very far into beekeeping and plan on diving in
more as the colder weather comes.

Research Grant - Deadline to Apply 1/13/20
The Ohio State Beekeepers Association (OSBA) is dedicated to serving Ohio beekeepers. Funds contributed
through the membership, and similar fundraising programs
established by the OSBA Board of Directors will support
activities in Ohio which contribute to the health, sustainability, and knowledge base of Ohio honey bees and beekeeping. OSBA will award grant funding for honey bee health
research, impact of pesticides upon honey bees, beekeeping best management practices, queen breeding and Ohio
survivor stock, and similar. All research must be accomplished in Ohio or benefit Ohio beekeepers. Projects must
serve Ohio beekeepers, Ohio honey bees, Ohio native pollinators. This is not a small business loan/grant for beekeeping “start-ups,” or expansion of a beekeeper’s business.

Grant funding is provided for the calendar year. Consecutive year funds may be provided to a researcher for a different project. Multiple year funding may be provided dependent upon the project, and at the discretion of the
OSBA Board.
The maximum grant amount available is $3,000 (amount
may change based on funds available).
OSBA will not fund facilities fees, overhead percentages,
or administrative fees by academic entities, or similar fiscal
agents. In-kind match is NOT expected for university only
research projects. In-kind match (25% of total budget) of
cash, volunteer time, services, etc. is expected from nonuniversity applicants, including those collaborating with a
university researcher. The Research Grant recipient will be
expected to report the outcome of the funded project at the
OSBA Annual Conference providing a 45 minute presentation. Grant recipient must provide a written report of the
funded project for publication in the OSBA quarterly newsletter.

Applicants must be Ohio beekeepers, Ohio residents, and/
or serve Ohio beekeepers. Preference is given to Ohio residents, and universities/colleges located within Ohio. Applicants do not need to be a nonprofit organization. Grants
will be made to individuals for collaborative projects.
(Individuals may be responsible for the grant funds as taxable income.) Grants will be made to individual university For more information and to request an application contact
researchers, as well as collaborative research projects. the OSBA Treasurer at:
Collaborative research must include an Ohio university treasurer@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
researcher as the lead researcher.
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OSBA 4-H Partnership Winners
Caiden Davis
This summer I have had a blast beekeeping, and there
have been many accomplishments and learning experiences. Starting early this summer, all three of my hives
produced queen cells and looked like they were going to
swarm. One of my hives did end up swarming, but it also
ended up producing a new queen in the end. During this
time we were also able to split one of the hives, Buckeye,
and create a nuc from it. That new nuc got strong enough
to become a fourth hive, which I named Brutus.
While I was waiting on the bees to make new queens they
ended up producing a lot of honey. I was able to harvest
over 400 pounds of honey from those 3 hives combined. I
am currently selling that honey in order to get money for
more equipment next year. When I first pulled the honey
off my hives I invited my family to watch and learn a thing
or two about bees and their biology. I was able to share
the process of pulling the boxes and explain what next
steps would happen when we extract the honey at my
mentor’s honey house. During this time I was also about
to relearn the basics of the extraction process, which will
help me in the future.
Another fun experience this summer was going with my
mentor, Dwight Wilson, to help collect a swarm of bees

swarm, and I learned
some about the nature of a swarm of
bees as well.

One of my biggest
accomplishments
this summer was
with the 4-H Beekeeping project judging. I won the project in Putnam County for the second
straight year. This
allowed me to take
my project back to
the Ohio State Fair.
At the state fair I finished in the top
twenty percent in the
senior level Beekeeping project. Because of this I was one of four people who won an Outstanding of the Day ribbon. Shortly after the state fair, and
with the encouragement of my mentor, I entered some of
my honey into a honey show at the Allen County Fair. I
received second place in my class. Through that show I
learned that presentation is very important and will definitely take heed to that if I enter my honey into additional
shows in the future.
Even with all the activities of my hives I continued to go
beekeeping with my mentor and really enjoy getting to
work at his bee farm with him. I have also made many
new contacts that I can refer to if I am ever in a situation
where I don’t know exactly what to do. Over all this summer has been a great second year of beekeeping for me
personally and I have really enjoyed it. I am very thankful
to the OSBA and 4-H for giving me this opportunity to
work with these hives and continue to learn and grow as a
beekeeper.

that was reported in my hometown. It was right around the
time that my hive swarmed, but it wasn’t my swarm because it wasn’t big enough. We got to the location in the
evening to remove the swarm of bees that was in an apple tree. The bees ended up going into a nuc at my mentor’s bee farm which became really strong. Through that I
learned what to do when someone calls me about a
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Support OSBA 4-H Partnership Program by Shopping at Amazon.com
You can help the Ohio State Beekeepers Association raise
money to support 4H and education for young beekeepers.
When you shop at Amazon.com, for any item, using the following link, Amazon will make a donation to the Ohio State Beekeepers Association. We will use any funds generated from
your purchases to support our programs for 4H beekeepers and
provide education for young beekeepers! Feel free to share this
link will all your friends and family and raise even more money
to support the next generation of beekeepers.
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/amazon
If you forget to start with the link, that’s okay. Just open a new
browser window, go to the OSBA site and click on the AmazonSmile link, and it will take you to your current Amazon page
so you can continue shopping!

This Donation from Amazon Costs You Nothing and Supports Ohio bees!

Save The Honey Bee Stickers
Our 2 inch circular stickers are available on the
OSBA website. Our stickers are perfect for both
indoor and outdoor events when you want to
spread the word about beekeeping. Less mess
than honey sticks, and the price is right too.
1,000 stickers for only $25.50 (not including shipping). Place your order now and pick them up at
the conference—save shipping and handling costs.
www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/stickers/

Volume 8, Issue 4

Page 21

What is OSBA
OSBA is a non-profit organization with a mission to promote beekeeping in the state of Ohio. OSBA Board of Directors make up of 23 voting members. Eighteen of these members represent each of the nine regions of Ohio. They
are the people who represent the membership and your region in all votes taken by the OSBA board regarding the
business of OSBA. Get to know your Representatives, they are here to help you.

Regional Director
Dwight Wilson
Reg. Representative
Jamie Walters

Regional Director
Angel Mitchell
Reg. Representative
Sonny Ward

Regional Director
Allyson May
Reg. Representative
Greg Bokan
Regional Director
Joe Heider
Reg. Representative
Rick Blessing

Regional Director
Dwight Wells
Reg. Representative
Mike Doseck

Regional Director
Don Crock
Reg. Representative
open

Regional Director
Alex Zomchek
Reg. Representative
Geoff Hultgren
Regional Director
Nina Bagley
Reg. Representative
Rod Pritchard
Regional Director
Kelly Morse
Reg. Representative
Jim Hopkins

If you have not met your Regional Representative or Regional Director at your club's meeting,
please invite them for a visit. Their contact information is available at:
www.OhioStateBeekeepers.org and on page 44 of this edition.
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OSBA Nominating Committee Activities and Board Elections
Mike Doseck, Chair
Dear OSBA Members,
This year OSBA has officially created a Nominating Committee to establish a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for
the Committee. The Committee SOP is a guide for the purpose of:
•

Seeking Board Members

•

Establishing voting procedures

•

Ballot counting and handling, and

•

Creating a policy for the several OSBA awards.

The 2019 OSBA Nominating Committee consists of: Mike Doseck (Chairperson), Michele Colopy (Secretary), Peggy Garnes, Greg Bokan, and Terry Lieberman-Smith (OSBA President is ex-officio on all OSBA committees per OSBA
governing documents).
The OSBA Nominating Committee sent an e-mail letter to all OSBA Board Member candidates on record as running for
a position to be voted on during the 2019 Fall Conference. This letter requested each candidate create a biography
using six questions developed by the Nominating Committee. The candidate response will be used to inform the general membership who the candidates are and how they position themselves as qualified for the positions. The responses the OSBA Nominating Committee has received will be made available on the OSBA website, with the links to each
candidate’s response. The candidate’s responses to the six questions/bio are posted in their original format, unedited
and uncensored. The positions up for election this year are:
•

OSBA President

•

OSBA Treasurer

•

Erie Basin Regional Director

•

Top of Ohio Regional Director

•

Maumee Valley Regional Director

Respectfully submitted,
Mike Doseck
Nominating Committee Chairperson
Each candidate received these directions:
The list of questions are to be used in creating a biography that will appear in the OSBA Quarterly Newsletter. The biography candidates create will allow the OSBA membership the opportunity to get to know each candidate and make a
more intelligent voting decision. The candidate’s responses to the six questions/bio are posted in their original format,
unedited and uncensored.
Questions candidates were to answer:
1. List any past experiences you might have in bringing a project to completion.
2. List any special skills you might have that would be useful to OSBA.
3. List any Beekeeping Clubs you belong to and committees and leadership roles in which you have
been involved.
4. Will you be able to make the necessary time commitment and be accessible as a Board Member?
5. Have you read and do you understand the job and responsibilities of your position?
6. After looking at the OSBA Committee List (in the Newsletter and on OSBA’s website), what Committee(s) do you have willingness to be a committee member?

Continued on page 24
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(Continued from page 23)

Select the candidate’s name to read the responses to the six questions. (Candidates are listed in alphabetical
order in each category)
OSBA President-candidates




Erie Basin Regional Director -candidates



Peggy Garnes (http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/09

Sonny Ward (http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/09/Biography-Letter-Sonny-Ward.pdf)





OSBA Treasurer- candidate

Dwight Wells (http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/wpcontent/uploads/2 019/09/Dwight-Wells-emailed-bio.pdf)

/RODNEY-PRITCHARD-bio.pdf)



Jamie Walters (http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/09/Finished-Biography-Letter-2-J.Walters.pdf)


Learn the OSBA Directors and Representatives Regions at https://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/about-osba/osbaregions/ (https://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/about-osba/osba-regions/ )
1)

Absentee ballots are permitted. The mailed ballot must be in an envelope with the name of the OSBA
member and their return address on the outside of the envelope. This is to prevent multiple voting by one
member. The absentee ballot will not be opened until ballot counting and will not be used to record or monitor
the member's vote. Completed absentee ballots will be mailed directly by the voter to the Nominating Committee Chairperson’s address. This address will be listed in the OSBA Fall Newsletter on the absentee ballot. If
the Nominating Committee Chairperson is seeking election /re-election the Nominating Committee will determine the applicable mailing address for the absentee ballots.

2) Write-in ballots are permitted under the following guidelines;
a. The name on the write-in ballot must be spelled correctly using first and last name.
b. The home address or name of home club or home city of the write-in candidate must be
used to avoid any like named persons.
c. The candidate must be an OSBA member in good standing.
On-site voting will be conducted at the annual Fall Conference. OSBA members may only vote once. Write-in candidates will be accepted on the Absentee and on-site ballot.
For more information contact the Nominating Committee Chairperson at nominating@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
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ABSENTEE BALLOT
Candidates and Constitution Change

2019 Board Candidates

Vote for One Candidate in each category, or write-in a candidate.
OSBA members may only vote once.
Absentee Ballots must be sent to the following address and MUST BE RECEIVED by
October 28th, 2018
Mike Doseck
09866 N CR-66A
New Bremen, OH 45869
ATTN: Ballot
OSBA President-candidates
 Tim Arheit
 Peggy Garnes
 Write-in candidate-_____________________________________________________
First Name
Last Name
Home City/Home Bee Club

OSBA Treasurer- candidates
 Rod Pritchard
 Write-in candidate-_____________________________________________________
First Name
Last Name
Home City/Home Bee Club
Erie Basin Regional Director -candidates
 Linda Miller
 Sonny Ward
 Write-in candidate-_____________________________________________________
First Name
Last Name
Home City/Home Bee Club
Top of Ohio Regional Director -candidates
 Dwight Wells
 Write-in candidate-_____________________________________________________
First Name
Last Name
Home City/Home Bee Club
Maumee Valley Regional Director-candidates
 Jamie Walters
 Write-in candidate-_____________________________________________________
First Name
Last Name
Home City/Home Bee Club
Write-in candidates are permitted under the following guidelines:
• The name on the write-in ballot section must be spelled correctly using first and
last name.
• The home address or name of home club or home city of the write-in candidate

•

must be used to avoid any like named persons.
The candidate must be an OSBA member in good standing.

See reverse side of page to vote on Constitution Changes

E2019
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Proposed Constitution Updates

At the board meeting on August 18th, 2019. The board of directors approved the following proposed Constitutional
changes to be presented to the membership for a vote at the November 2nd OSBA Conference/Membership meeting.
The proposal consists of two changes that are:
Removal of the Publications Director as a presidential appointed voting executive committee member. – It doesn’t make sense for the president to appoint voting executive officer nor does it
make sense the newsletter editor become an official member of the board. Instead, the position,
if filled, should act under the direction of the board.
2. Addition of the Affiliated Association section. – This program has become a critical part of nearly
half of the local associations in our state, and the number of clubs joining the affiliate program
continues to grow. It’s so important to some associations, that they have made it a requirement
in their own constitutions to be an affiliate of OSBA. Thus, it’s important that the membership
that depends on the program have a say, should the program ever be discontinued. This section
helps ensure the future of the program and serves to protect our membership.
Language of the Proposed changes: (Portions underlined are the changes/deletions; Portions not underlined are
the existing language that does not change.)
ARTICLE V – PUBLICATIONS DIRECTOR (article removed)
The publications director shall be appointed by the President for a term of 1 Year and must be a member of the Association in good standing. The publication director may also serve as an officer, regional director or regional representative but is only entitled to a single vote.
ARTICLE VI – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The Executive executive Committee committee of the Association shall be: President, Vice-President, Secretary, and
Treasurer and Publications Director. The day to day day-to-day control and direction of the affairs of the Association
shall be vested in the Executive Committee, as provided by the Bylaws.
ARTICLE XIV – AFFILIATED ASSOCIATION
The Ohio State Beekeepers Association must maintain a group exemption with the Internal Revenue Service, under
which beekeeping associations in Ohio meeting the requirements defined by the Board of Directors and the IRS may
join as an Affiliated Association. The Affiliated Association will become a 501(c)(3) organization. The Board of Directors shall establish the requirements for enrolling and maintaining status as an Affiliated Association, cost to the Affiliated Association, and any benefits they shall receive.
Status as an Affiliated Association shall not be construed as a membership to OSBA and does not grant membership
or voting rights to the Affiliated Association or its members.

 YES, I agree to these OSBA Constitution changes
 NO, I don’t agree to these OSBA Constitution changes
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EAS 2019 - Greenville, South Carolina
Terry Lieberman-Smith
Who wouldn’t want to be an OSBA EAS Representative. I attended the 2019 EAS Conference in Greenville, S.C. this year, at my own expense, not as an OSBA EAS Rep
(because we didn’t have any codified responsibilities/duties or nomination process). The
event was educational, fun, and a great way to expand your beekeeping network of
friends.

The conference is divided into two parts: Short Course and Conference. I attended both
the short course and the conference. Because South Carolina is a long drive, and considering the substantial costs of the conference, hotel, and meals, I wanted to have a
much education per expenditure as possible. Classes started at 8:30 a.m. and ended
by 5:00 p.m.
This year I sat in on classes by Jennifer
Berry, Kirsten Traynor, Erin ForbesMacGregor, Freddie Proni, Lewis Bartlett, Mary Cahill-Roberts, Cindy Bee,
and Meghan Milbrath, just to name a few.

OSBA again this year donated an Ohio-based basket for their EAS Auction.
The donation this year was an OSBA Apiary Diagnostic Kit.
The vendor area was filled with the usual variety of vendors, along with
some new and interesting businesses where
beekeepers can spend some honey money.
Vendors provided delicious refreshments inbetween sessions.
Throughout the event, as I was walking through
the vendor area, I was stopped by vendor representatives who asked me about the OSBA
Fall Conference, and how they could gain access to the event. It just so happened that I
had a few vendor packets for the event with
me! I hope you enjoy some of the new companies in the vendor area this year.
The EAS Conference also includes a Honey
Show, Banquet, off-site tours, and other social activities to keep the beekeepers busy from morning until late night.
Next year’s conference is in Orono, Maine. A bit of a drive, but then, why else would we have Audible, Kindle, Sirius
XM, Pandora, and all those other electronic enrichment apps for the drive through New England.

OSBA is looking for people interested in becoming OSBA delegates to ABF, HAS, and EAS. For
more details on the responsibilities, and how to apply, please visit our website at:
www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/volunteer-opportunities/
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OSBA Programs and Services
Traveling Speaker Program

Affiliate Program

Sustainable Beekeeping Topics:

Ohio Honey Bee Research Grant

Hobbyist Queen Rearing

Beekeeping Library Grant for Underserved Populations

Nucs in the Apiary
Monitoring for Sustainability
Introduction to Grants
Contact president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org to
schedule a presentation.

OSBA Pavilion at the State Fair

Quarterly Newsletter
Master Beekeeper Program
Annual State Conference

Apiary Diagnostic Manual

Specialty Classes/Workshops

Apiary Diagnostic Kit complimentary to new beekeepers who meet grant guidelines (while supplies
last)

State Advocacy for Ohio’s Beekeepers

*OSBA Apiary Diagnostic Kit is available for
purchase through Betterbee

Website www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org
Facebook www.facebook.com/OhioStateBeekeepers/
New Club Handbook

Beekeeping Education DVD

Field Day Guide

4-H Beekeeping

Zoning Ordinance

Welcome Boxes for local Club Beginning Beekeeping Classes

Speaker Resource List

Affiliate Benefits
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nonprofit status through the OSBA group exemption
Annual reports to the IRS and Ohio Attorney General
Directors and Officers Insurance for your Board
Property and Liability Insurance for your bee club
Website hosting
Monthly OSBA Affiliate Newsletter
OSBA Pollinator Oasis Seed packet fundraiser
Tech Soup membership (discounted software for club)

Discounted OSBA Traveling Speaker fees
Affiliate club discounts to special OSBA workshops
Fiscal sponsor for bee clubs on grant funded projects
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OSBA Affiliate Program - Current Affiliates
•

Ashtabula County Beekeepers

•

Miami Valley Beekeepers

•

Black Swamp Beekeepers

•

Northwest Ohio Beekeepers

•

Fairfield County Beekeepers

•

•

Geauga County Beekeepers

Pollinator Sanctuary and Training Facility of Defiance
County

•

Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers

•

Portage County Beekeepers

•

Greene County Beekeepers

•

Richland Area Beekeepers

•

Guernsey Noble Beekeepers

•

Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers

•

Harrison County Beekeepers

•

Scioto Valley Beekeepers

•

Lake County Beekeepers

•

Trumbull County Beekeepers

•

Maumee Valley Beekeepers

•

Tuscarawas County Beekeepers

•

Medina County Beekeepers

•

Warren County Ohio Beekeepers

Winners in the Ohio State Fair Honey Contest - Sponsored by OSBA
Congratulations One and All
Honey
Water white/extra white
1. Karen George
2. Winifred Williams
3. Matt Dunham

White(34mm)
1. Medard Lutmerding
2. Thomas Muir
3. Daniel Surina

Extra light amber - light
amber
1. Thomas Muir
2. Matthew Dunham
3. Matthew Woida

Amber and dark amber
1. Paula Karl
2. Marie Crawford
3. Matt Woida

Brownies
1. Barb Shumaker
2. Krystyne McDougle

Honey-granulated

Cake

1. Marie Crawford

1. Kristyne McDougle
2. Janet Gill
3. Barb Shumaker

Honey frames
1. Matthew Dunham
2. Winifred Williams
3. Medard Lutmerding

Cookies

Bee/Honey gift item

1. Shelly Sturdevant
2. Barb Shumaker
3. Anne Schlegel

1. Nina Bagley
2. Tiffany Hanna

Pie

Beeswax Chunk
1. Winifred Williams
2. Daniel Surina

Honey BBQ Sauce
1. Kristyne McDougle
2. Brad Gulick
3. Jennifer Noble

Bread
1. Mary Juhasz
2. Betty-Jo Morrison-Mizer
3. Cheryl Kempf

1. Anne Schlegel
2. Nina Bagley
3. Krista Stradley

Best of Show:
Mary Juhasz
Matthew Dunham
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Association Corner: Ohio Valley
Kelly J. Morse and Jim Hopkins
Brown County Beekeepers monthly meetings have covered some diverse educational topics this summer. The
June 11th meeting featured Billy Miller discussing,
"Sustainable, Natural Beekeeping". His program covered
practices to manage your hives naturally. The July 9th
meeting feature our annual program of "Ask Jim". Jim
Coss, owner of The Honey and Bee Connection, fielded a
wide variety of questions from the membership on bee
related topics, which covered products, practices and procedures. On August 13th, Terry Lieberman-Smith discussed, "Preparing Your Honey for Judging". With the
upcoming Brown County Fair, who better to discuss the
topic than the Honey Judge herself! Terry has agreed to
once again help determine the best honey products in
Brown County and provided us advise on how to achieve
that goal.
Club member, Chris Dresel was kind enough to host a
"Bee Field Day" at his home on June 15th. This event
features a hive inspection as well as a tour of Chris's
landscape, which covers a wide variety plants, shrubs
and trees beneficial to pollinators. Following these programs we had a picnic lunch which allowed members to
share their beekeeping experiences this year.

BCBA Member Chris Dresel explaining an observation hive

June 22nd was a busy day for the members. Once again
the club participated in the "Art in the Garden" program in
Ripley, Ohio. They provided a variety of handout material
on how attendees could include plants beneficial to pollinators in their landscape as well as basic beekeeping
information. Later that evening, the BCBA participated in
the Georgetown, Ohio, Bicentennial Parade. The practice
of handing out Bit-O-Honey candy makes them a crowd
favorite.

On July 20th, several members attended the second session of the research program conducted at Central State
University. Participants were given two forty-eight hour
queen cells to be install in newly created nucs at their
homes, with follow up visits to monitor there development.

From July 21 thru 27, the BCBA participated in the Clermont County Fair for the first time. Since they have several members from Clermont County, club members
thought it wise to reach out to public and let them know
that the club is open to members regards of where you
reside. BCBA received a lot of good comments from the
fair board members as well as the public on the educational display and handout materials promoting beekeeping and planting items beneficial to pollinators. BCBA certainly plans to return next year.
Adams County Beekeepers had State Apiarist Barb
Bloetscher in the area and inspected 24 hives in 5 apiaries with Vice President Dave Mangus and Bill Wickerham. The apiaries were found
to be housing healthy bees
and it was a successful day.
Jim Coss of The Honey and
Bee Connection was at the
August Meeting sharing his
wealth of knowledge on bees
in general and prepping for
winter. The September meeting is an open Q&A session
with FFA grant recipients
Daryn Rigsby (pictured at
right), Sam Crevier and Zack
Ogden giving their annual
reports. President Tim Scott
has reported that all 3 students have harvested a medium super of honey from
Spring Packages! Way to go
guys!
Tim Scott, Kenny Moles and Dave Mangus will have an
Observation Hive, providing bee education to the public
at the Heritage Days of Tranquility, OH, northeast of Seaman, on September 27th and 28th. This is the third year
Adams County has participated in the popular festival.
The October meeting will feature State Apiarist Barb
Bloetscher as the guest speaker.
ACBA meetings start at 7pm every third Thursday of the
month at the Bible Baptist Church on 41 in West Union. For more information visit: www.facebook.com/
Adams-County-Beekeepers-Association214316711916893/ .
(Continued on page 39)
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Association Corner: Erie Basin
Sonny Ward
Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers were treated to
presentations on soapmaking and other skin care products
using products from the hive, along with a presentation on
Mead-making.

month at 7pm. Christian Community Center in Upper
Sandusky. Stop by their Facebook page to say “hi” and
for meeting updates:
www.facebook.com/groups/242848549962653

Richland Area Beekeepers held their well attended annual picnic in August. Guest speaker this quarter included
Joe Heider. The Beginners’ Half Hour is a popular session
that meets before the 7:00 p.m. member meeting.

If you do not see your club listed, please contact your Regional OSBA Officers to ensure your information is shared.

North Central Ohio Beekeepers has recently started
meeting! The group meets 2nd Wednesday of each

Association Corner: Buckeye Hills
Don Crock
Tri-State Beekeepers Association held their annual pic- Mid-Ohio Valley Beekeepers Association held their a
nic in August, after taking June and July off. Their regular dinner and yard sale at their August meeting. Visit their
monthly meetings resume in September.
website for upcoming information about their 2020 Expo:
http://movba.org/ .
Athens County Area Beekeepers Association stayed
busy this past quarter with speaker John Marra, Retired If you do not see your club listed, please contact your ReWSAZ Home & Garden Expert. Their new website is up gional OSBA Officers to ensure your information is shared.
and running.
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Association Corner: Maumee Valley
Dwight Wilson and Jamie Walters
Northwest Ohio Beekeepers Association has had the
Summer months off and meetings resume on Tuesday,
September 24th, 7:30 pm, Pandora High School, Pandora,
OH. Kicking off the season is Roger Myers presenting The
Need for Getting Ready for Winter Early. He will cover the
Winter preparation checklist and how to prepare. Dwight
Wilson will have an open Q&A session for any items that
members mite have encountered through the Summer and
Jamie Walters will be covering the importance of having
your mite load under control. The club officers are working
on a great line-up for the rest of the Fall season, into 2020
season. After a lot of work, they have just finished becoming an affiliate of OSBA and the benefits that come with it.

BSBA 4-H scholarship program. Chris
& Lucy Coppes set
up a booth at the
100th
annual
Oakwood
Homecoming, Jamie &
Dee Walters helped
judge at the Fulton
County Fair, and
Advanced
Interns
are performing tear-outs and collecting swarms, its been
busy. The club has 3 more business meeting with outstanding presentations and 5-minute gadget corner speakMaumee Valley Beekeepers have had a busy summer. In ers.
July topics included extracting honey and showing honey a
local fairs. Members had a hands-on demonstration of ex- Pollinator Sanctuary & Training Facility of Defiance
tracting honey at MVBA President Roger Myers’ honey County received a generous donation of 200+ lbs of buckhouse. They then had Jamie Walters show members how wheat seed from Roger Myers of Myers Honey, and the
to do a cutout at a local house. The August meeting cov- Defiance County Soil & Water Conservation District volunered preparing hives for winter. Several members help ex- teered to slit plant the seed for us. The buckwheat is now in
plain beekeeping at Bugfest at a Toledo metro park event. full bloom and the bees are enjoying the nectar flow. The
Pollinator Sanctuary is open for the public to come to see
Black Swamp Beekeepers Association membership has beekeepers working their hives, or they can adorn the probeen busy with volunteering at the Ohio State Beekeepers tective gear and join beekeepers inside the apiary. This
Association Pavilion at the Ohio State Fair. Danny Gunther, year, visitors have included Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and
Jamie Walters, & Dee Walters judged Defiance area coun- people from the general public. The Pollinator Sanctuary is
ty fair with many honey & honey products entered into this open on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month from 1 pm
year fair. For the Kid's Day event, the club helped the kids till 4 pm. We welcome anyone to come out and ask quesscratch open honey frames, showed them how to crank a 4 tions.
frame extractor and gave each child a 2oz honey-bear. The
booth was full of information about BSBA, Pollinator Sanc- If you do not see your club listed, please contact your Retuary & Training Facility of Defiance County, Ohio State gional OSBA Officers to ensure your information is shared.
Beekeepers Association 4-H scholarship program, and

Association Corner: Crossroads
Joe Heider and Rick Blessing
Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers meets the 1st Monday of each month at the Mid-East Career Center, Buffalo Campus.
The July meeting was held at the home of Roger and Marge Seaton’s house. Along with enjoying the picnic food, club
members participated in a smoker contest. Long time beekeeper, George Reynolds kept his smoker going for over 2
hours was the declared winner!
The club’s August meeting had guest speaker Jason Bosler, owner of Boslers Bee Stuff, discussing the importance of
mite detection and mite control. This was followed with a question and answer period. The September picnic at Seneca Lake’s Secrest Park included guest speaker, Noble County Bee Inspector, Ben Nichols demonstrating an alcohol
wash determining the mite count in a local hive.
If you do not see your club listed, please contact your Regional OSBA Officers to ensure your information is shared.
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Association Corner: Western Reserve
Allyson May and Greg Bokan
Ashtabula County Beekeepers held an event at Luvin
Lavender Farms on June 26th. Apiarist Gene McCune
gave a very informative presentation. From August 6th
through the 11th the club continued a long tradition of
managing a booth at the Ashtabula County Fair. A big hit
with the kids was when club member Mike Sheets displayed his observation hive. On August 24th they had
their annual picnic.
They are honored to
have legendary beekeeper Roy Hendrickson (pictured at right),
writer, speaker and
commercial beekeeper as guest speaker
at the September
21st, 2019 meeting.
Roy will discuss his
life as a beekeeper
and the changes to
the beekeeping profession.

Hard" and Rob Gillam spoke about getting hives ready for
winter. SCBA also inspected the hives kept at Crown
Point. The honey house project is making progress and
hope to have it completed by the end of the season. John
Irvine, a Trustee and former President of SCBA, has been

mentoring the Boy Scouts and two bee colonies at Camp
Manatoc in the CVNP. On August 28th the Ohio State
Beekeepers Association, Inc. awarded a Beekeeping LiThe Annual Beekeepbrary to Camp Manatoc and Summit County Beekeepers
ing Conference sponAssociation to support beekeeping at the Camp. Twelve
sored by the Ashtabubooks were donated as well as a years' subscription to
la County BeekeepBee Culture magazine. The club is very proud of John's
ers Association will be held on Saturday, October 19th continued involvement with the Scouts and beekeepfrom 10 a.m. till 3:30 p.m. at Giddings Hall, located at 104 ing. SCBA is looking forward to the annual Christmas parEast Jefferson Street, Jefferson, OH 44047 behind the ty planned in December.
police station. The speakers for the conference will be
Dave Noble, apiarist at Stratford Ecological Center, John The Geauga County Beekeepers Association recently
Schwartz, commercial beekeeper and OTS Queen Rear- finished displays for the Great Geauga County Fair. The
ing expert and Melanie Seal co-owner of Blue Sky Bee displays included almost 250 entrants including some of
Supply Ltd. Light Lunch Provided. For more information or the following: baked goods with honey in the recipe, 6 catto RSVP call Sharon at 440-576-8818 or e-mail sjric- egories for honey, extracting honey, many different wax
cio@yahoo.com. Cost $20.00 per person. For more info products and gift baskets. Other displays included examvisit:
ples of different bee equipment, a live display hive, and
www.facebook.com/AshtabulaCountyBeekeepersAssoc/ . interaction displays for children to touch and learn from.
The most popular is always the honey tasting with 2-5 difAndrew Holden, OSU Extension Ashtabula County - Ag ferent flavors to sample. Thanks goes out to August A. for
and Natural Resources Extension Educator, will be the all of her hard work in getting the display cases ready and
guest speaker at the November 16th, 2019 meeting. An- coordinating everything.
drew will be discussing his duties as an extension agent,
Ohio Sensitive Crop Registry/Field Watch program, and Club meetings now start at 6:30 and end by 8:30pm. They
what agriculture crops benefit from bee pollination.
will hold an executive meeting for all officers and interested public starting at 6:15pm. The Fall lectures start ThursSummit County Beekeepers has had a busy Sum- day, September 19. Topics include the results of the fair
mer. In June, working with RJRD at Richfield Heritage and a presentation by Dr. Dick Cryberg on how to properly
Preserve and Friends of Crowell Hilaka, SCBA hosted use oxalic acid in the treatment of varroa mites. For the
Pollinator Paluzza celebrating all pollinators. The Paluzza October 17 meeting they will be having out annual honey
was a huge success in large part due to the great organi- bake-off, a Chinese auction for all volunteers, elections for
zation of our President, Greg Bokan, and his wife, Bever- the positions of Treasurer and Secretary and Geoff
ly. At the August meeting, Dr. James Tew spoke about Westerfield will speak about 4-legged animals bothering
"Some Aspects of the Honey Bee Society." In September, our hives.
SCBA held Field Day at Crown Point Ecological Center. John Rose spoke about "Beekeeping, It Ain't That
(Continued on page 36)
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At the October meeting, Stephanie Murray a 3rd year Master’s student in the Department of Entomology at The Ohio
State University will discuss the management of old brood
comb in the hive. In November, Jeannie Saum from
Beepothecary will discuss methods of propolis collection,
washing and cleaning. She will share information regarding
Keep in mind with winter approaching, that mite counts are the health benefits of propolis and the value added prodstarting to increase, hive robbing is a greater possibility as ucts you can make.
bees are opportunists, starting to move your hives for winter, close the openings, add wind blocks and mouse guards To finish out the year they will have the annual December
as needed.
potluck and discuss the beekeeping year in review. This is
a great time to discuss our successes and challenges as
Portage County Beekeepers 4-H winner, Sophia Wood, beekeepers. As always meetings are open to the public
has continued to be an active participant in the club. Club and everyone is invited to join GCBA the 2 nd Wednesday of
President, Geoff Westerfield has four kids of his own, and the month from 7-9 pm at the Rocky River Nature Center
know the demands both school and extracurricular activi- on Valley Parkway in North Olmsted, Ohio. For more inforties have on both the kid and the family. However, Sophie mation visit the website at greaterclevelandbeekeepand her family find time for Portage County Beekeep- ers.com
ers. She is in regular attendance to meetings, workshops,
and field days. Recently the Secretary position was vacat- Lorain County Beekeepers has had a very busy summer,
ed. As anyone on a club board knows, filling vacancies is starting in June by installing a memorial beehive garden at
always challenging. However, a name quickly popped into the meeting location in Grafton. This bee yard will be in
Geoff’s mind as he remembered a particular beginner bee- memory of Michael Gallagher and all beekeepers who have
keeping student from club classes in February, Sophia come and gone with him. The club will be opening and
Wood. As soon as he mentioned her name, all were in inspecting the hives before each monthly meeting with our
agreement that she was a great candidate due to her high members for hands-on teaching experience.
interest in beekeeping, great note taking, and always full of
questions trying to fully understand the task at hand. This The Lorain County Fair has come and gone, and it was a
afforded our club with someone with a fresh take on the very good year for all attending. Attendance was up,
club, fresh ideas, a younger person’s perspective (getting weather was nice and sunny, and the club had 15 sellers
millennials or younger engaged in anything outdoors is a
challenge anymore), and also demonstrates that anyone,
young or old, including even new beekeepers can be highly
valuable assets to utilize within a beekeeping club. Our
Board and Directors are excited for her to be a part of our
club and as a part of our board and know Sophia will continue to grow as a person and a beekeeper.
On September 21 there will be a Honey Bee Festival at
John's nursery in Middlefield Ohio. Address is 15808 Old
State Rd, Middlefield. Hours will be from 10am-5pm. Plan
for homegrown items, crafts, stories for children, OSU master gardeners and more.

Greater Cleveland Beekeepers Association has been
enjoying the dog days of summer with a club picnic in July
and a fun filled week at the Cuyahoga County Fair in Au-

participating in the booth, a record number of sellers. Congratulations to everyone who placed with their entries The
club looks forward to seeing everyone back next year, with
possibly a few new categories for entries. LCBA did receive nice compliments on the booth from fair attendees
and other bee club members. The club is up to 3 train
tracks and the big and little kids love them!
They are currently counting down the days to celebrating
the 100th Anniversary of the Lorain County Beekeepers
Association to be held on October 5th at the Lorain County
Fairgrounds. Dignitaries from around the state will be atgust. The September meeting was centered on getting your tending, proclamations have been received, and they are
hive ready for winter. Denzil St Clair of Queen Right Colo- looking forward to a fun-filled evening of celebrating beenies discussed the importance of varroa management, ef- keeping.
fective Fall feeding and the benefits of insulating the hive.
(Continued on page 41)
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Association Corner: Miami Valley
Geoff Hultgren
Greene County Beekeepers Association keeps providing quality educational
presentations for club
members and the general
public throughout the season. This quarter’s activities included the Annual
GCBA Honey Harvest.
Guest speakers at club
meetings continue create
buzz and attract over 60
beekeepers to the monthly
meetings. Club members
will have the opportunity to Mercy Weaver, our busy bee at
the GCBA Honey Harvest
participate in bulk orders
of winter supplies for their
hives. Plans are already underway for their annual carryin dinner festivities.

Warren County Beekeepers, an OSBA affiliate club, has
had a very busy season. The monthly meetings have
been very educational for beekeepers of all experience
levels. The July 14th meeting featured Hamilton County
Extension Agent and Assistant Professor at The Ohio
State University Department of Entomology Joe Boggs.
Dr. Boggs presented on Plant Pollinators and their direct
connection to pest management. The presentation was
both informative, and Dr. Boggs was very entertaining as
well. Professor Boggs was gracious enough to stay late
to answer the many questions posed by club members.
Gregg Roggas, Chief Horticulturist for the Cincinnati Civic
Garden Center Presented Native Pollinator plants for
the garden for the club’s August meeting. Mr. Roggas
gave a very interesting presentation, that clearly explained the importance of planting a variety of native
plants for all pollinators.
(Continued on page 39)

Association Corner: Top of Ohio
Mike Doseck
Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers Association was active this summer attending the Auglaize and Mercer
County fairs. The club uses this time every year to promote local beekeeping and to educate the public on general beekeeping and current beekeeping practices. This
effort was met with enthusiasm from both fair attendees
and local news media. Following the fairs and at the September meeting the GGLBA had an additional six new
people interested in becoming beekeepers. By creating
this exposure of the Club at the County fairs, GGLBA is
able to offer a fresh and educational beginning for new
beekeepers. The Club also attended the Bee Pavilion at
the Ohio State Fair during the last weekend of the fair.
Not only did the fair volunteers provide assistance where
needed, they also had the opportunity to network and become acquainted with other Ohio beekeepers.
The Fall beekeeping season is almost upon us and that
means club members will be discussing preparing for the
winter and being proactive with those practices. The past
two years GGLBA has taken surveys on winter losses
without identifying the beekeeper. It is believed that as a
result of advising a feeding program, mite monitoring and
wrapping the hives, the Club has experienced winter losses of 25% last year and 43% for the previous year of
2018-2018.
Dr. Scott Cohen writes: “We all know that everything
about bees are good for us, but what does the medical

scientific tell us? At the December meeting, Dr. Scott
Cohen (a first year beekeeper) will present a scientific
overview of some of the known medicinal uses of honey,
bee pollen, and bee venom. It’s not snake oil!”
Miami Valley Beekeepers Association has been busy
with club meetings, Honey Harvest and attending local
events helping to educate the public about the importance
of honey bees and planting for pollinators. This year’s
Honey Harvest welcomed an enthusiastic audience to the
“honey house” for an enjoyable and educational event.

If you do not see your club listed, please contact your Regional OSBA Officers to ensure your information is
shared.
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A BIG OSBA THANK YOU TO ALL OUR FAIR VOLUNTEERS
At OSBA’s Pavilion at the Ohio State Fair
Louise Adkins
Barb Bloetscher
Terri and Rich Brutsche
Dominque Carmon
Carmen and Barry Conrad
Rick Creech
Fran and Brian Crow
Pete Ferron
Jeff Gabric
Peggy Garnes
Bev and John Gray
Edie Hallam
Anne and Mike Hatter
Bobbi and Joe Heider

Mary and Allen Heindel
Paul Hoag
Bill Huhman
Ralph Johnston
Claudia Khourey-Bowers
Nancy and Bill Krouse
Nell LaRock
Med Lutmerding
Cheri and Gary Mack
Susan Maxwell
Cathy and Adam McDowell
Nicole Medina
Will Merrill
Linda Miller

Association Corner Miami Valley (Continued from page 37)

Penelope & Dennis Mishne
Roger Myers
Francesca Niekamp
Teresa Parker
Dru and Rod Pritchard
Tom Rathbun
Ty Shelby
Carolyn and Ron Stucke
Daniel Surina
Jim Tippie
Dee and Jamie Walters
Mary and Dan Wampler
Sean & Doug Watercutter
Kohta and Chris Weese

Winnie Williams
Phil Young
Ron Zickefoose
OSBA Fair Committee
Nina Bagley
Tina Bobek
David Crawford
Zale Maxwell
Todd Rodgers
Dwight Wells
Marishka Wile

Coming up in October the club’s own Alice Craig will
speak on preparing the apiary for winter.
Southwestern Ohio Beekeepers (SWOBA), had it’s Fall
Meeting and potluck on September 14. There was an open
hive demonstration; and a discussion of fall management.
This was followed by a question and answer session. Ray
Babcock, SWOBA president, is doing an excellent job of
keeping the club membership updated on the latest information on varroa control. Ray does this by e-mail, and the
club’s partnership with the Cincinnati Civic Garden Center.

The September meeting was the fun and festive annual
picnic and swap meet. See photo above.
If you do not see your club listed, please contact your Regional OSBA Officers to ensure your information is shared.

Association Corner Ohio Valley (Continued from page 31)

Gallia County Beekeepers Association held an informal meeting with a Q & A session in August during which
additional volunteers for the Nominating Committee were
called for to assist Bruce and Sue Rahn. The September
20th 6pm meeting’s business portion will include the nomination of Officers and Executive Committee members.
Barb Bloetscher the Ohio State Apiarist will be at the
meeting to answer questions about the bee inspection
program, beekeeping in Ohio and overall bee health.
Inspector Chris Blank will be out over the next several
weeks doing inspections for the county and has already
contacted registered hive owners to schedule inspections. The next meeting in October will be a beginner
beekeeper class, the date is yet to be announced, and
November 8th will be the election of officers and setting
the 2020 meeting schedule.

Learn more about GCBA on their Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2317700341608048/
Highland County Beekeepers Association is a club
that goes with the flow, so much so that when they were
unable to gain access to the meeting room, President
Tom House moved our venue to Dairy Queen where the
club sponsored ice cream for all! Members Linda and Ed
Rhonemus can be found attending Adams and Brown
County meetings as well, gaining information to bring
back to the Highland Club members. HCBA is a small
group committed to sharing the art of beekeeping and
stewardship of the land. Meetings are held at 7:00pm,
the third Tuesday of the month at the Highland County
Administration Building.
If you do not see your club listed, please contact your
Regional OSBA Officers to ensure your information is
shared.
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Association Corner: Heart of Ohio
Nina Bagley and Rod Pritchard
East Central Ohio Beekeepers Association is already
promoting their upcoming beekeeping class dates January 18, 2020 , January 25, 2020, February 1, 2020 and
February 8, 2020
You only need to take one class – they also make AMAZING Christmas, birthday, wedding and general happy surprise gifts! Sign yourself, a loved one or friend, or both up
today! Visit https://e-coba.org/schools-and-scholarships to
sign up. New student can also purchase complete hive
kits as part of your registration at ENOURMOUS discounts.

full pesticide kill. Although this was certainly not what was
hoped for that particular hive, it was an amazing teaching
tool on what a pesticide kill looks like, and the process to
verify, report and quarantine equipment after this type of
event.

Monthly meetings are the third Thursday of each month
beginning at 6:30 PM at the Taft Reserve South, located at
10383 Fairview Rd SE, Newark, OH 43055, unless otherwise announced on our website or social media. Search
for ECOBA on your favorite social media. For additional
information on their mission, to request a speaker, or request to present or be a speaker at a meeting or event,
Their scholarship application period is open now for youth contact us at info@e-coba.org
ages 9–17. Visit e-coba.org/schools-and-scholarships and
click on the Scholarship Application. Deadline to turn in Fairfield County Beekeepers Association is continuing
applications is November 31, 2019.
to add members and increase their visibility in the community. They are up to 101 members and have had informaThe Chili Cook Off fundraiser will take the place during the tive presentations from Tim Arheit on Monitoring for SusOctober 17 meeting. This fundraiser goes toward Scholar- tainability and Chris Lucas from Bee Barons in Newark on
ships to provide education for youth in beekeeping. Entry Overwintering Your Bees. They are looking forward to a
is $5.00 a person, and you get to eat as much chili and presentation by Barb Bloetscher on Winter Preparations,
side dishes as you can, AND cast your ballot for the best next week. Next February, Fairfield will be trying a new
chili. Think you have a chili to beat or brag about? Bring it! way of delivering presentations – tele-conferencing with
ECOBA had more than 20 different chilis to enjoy last Randy Oliver, Scientific Beekeeping, via Zoom, at the
year! Winner receives a cash award. Contact info@e- meeting!
coba.org for additional info. Event begins at 6:30 pm at our
meeting house - Taft Reserve South, 10383 Fairview Rd They have staffed a booth at two local festivals, the Carroll
SE, Newark, OH 43055.
Community Festival and the Lithopolis HoneyFest. They
displayed an observation hive and many beekeeping tools,
The last public event they have as an organization is the artifacts and photos at the Carroll Festival. FCBA sponFairfield County Fair, from Oct. 6 – 12, 2019. Visit the sored a honey tasting booth at the HoneyFest and gave
booth to learn more about the organization, sign up to be away over 700 samples. They collected over 85 names
contacted about taking a beekeeping class, or see our ex- and contact information of people interested in our club
hibition hive in action! They will also have honey sticks, and our first New Beekeepers’ School which will be held
and our local, raw beeyard honey available to purchase.
on several Saturdays in February of 2020. The club apiary
is up and running with two hives, which will be used for
The 2020 membership push begins October 1. Watch the demonstration and training. The club’s website is fairfieldwebsite for the 2020 membership link. You can still join countybeekeepers.org, they have an active Facebook
them association this year by stopping by www.e-coba.org page, and a Square online store site offering membership,
and clicking on any Renew your Dues or Become a mem- T-Shirts, woodenware and classes.
ber link.
They are running a drawing for a brand-new hive, which
Their first and second year beeyards are winding down. was donated by a club member, to raise funds for our club.
They had some amazing teaching moments, including a This and monthly 50/50 drawings and donations are allowing FCBA to fund needed club items like a banner, club
business cards, permanent member nametags, apiary
needs, festival fees, web hosting fees and quality speakers.
Enthusiasm is running high, as we get to know each other,
work on projects together, and learn more about beekeeping best practices.
If you do not see your club listed, please contact your Regional OSBA Officers to ensure your information is shared.
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(Continued from page 36)

Medina County Beekeepers ended their summer with the annual picnic held at Ludwig Mugrage Park. Lots of good
food, door prizes and bee conversation were shared by the members. Fair booth sales and attendance numbers were
presented by the treasurer and commission checks distributed to the
sellers for their products sold.
A Queen Cell Class using 48 hour cells was presented on August 11
showing how to transport and introduce 48 cells in double 5 frame nuc
boxes. Attendees were offered equipment at a very reasonable cost,
written handouts and 2 cells from Purdue Inseminated Queens.
These queens are the resulting work from Purdue University focusing
on mite chewing ability. The cost of the class was FREE to members.
MCBA will be staffing tables for OSU Extension AG Day on September 27 at the fairgrounds. They are anticipating about 350 children
from 6 different schools to come thru the building where the beekeepers will be set up to show and tell about beekeeping and hive products. This will be a great way to reach out for 4-H, FFA and the
school science classes on beekeeping management skills, honey
bees and pollinators. Many club members have volunteered their day
to talk bees to the younger generation.
If you do not see your club listed, please contact your Regional OSBA Officers to ensure your information is shared.

Want OSBA Logowear? Go-Go On-line!
We heard your requests. OSBA now has embroidered logo wear available in a
variety of styles and sizes for both men and women.
We have contracted with Digistitch Embroidery, located in Waynesville, Ohio, to
provide a wide variety of OSBA embroidered logo wear.
Visit their website today to order your OSBA Logowear
https://www.companycasuals.com/OSBA/start.jsp
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Newsletter Editor: 8 Years At The Desk

I simply offered to “help out.” I didn’t think anyone would
take me up on my offer, much less give me anything significant. Next thing I know, I was asked to revive the OSBA
newsletter, which had become something of an afterthought. Even when it was published, it had limited content, few
advertisers, and no digital edition.
Even the OSBA checkbook balance looked like it belonged to a
local association than a state association.
Yet, in the short span of just eight
years, OSBA has developed an
impressive and varied portfolio of
support programs that include an
active 4-H Sponsorship Program,
Research Grant, Library Grant,
Quarterly Newsletter, active Facebook page, highly anticipated Fall
conferences, Affiliate Program,
Outreach Program for new beekeepers, Apiary Diagnostic Kit, and more. These programs were created, developed, and implemented by a
dedicated team of volunteers who contributed considerable time and effort to create (often from scratch) support
mechanisms for our Ohio beekeeping community—often
at the cost of time that could otherwise be spent with family, bees, and business. I look back on the sacrifices of so
many who helped, as being a mark of the best of what an
organization can be. Thank you to everyone—you know
who you are!

Terry Lieberman-Smith

Years ago, a group within the OSBA board voted themselves significant sums from the OSBA coffers. No paperwork, no commitment to outcome, no accountability. Nothing. Since then, to protect the interests of the organization, recent OSBA boards have
put in place common sense
guidelines
and
requirements
when OSBA monies are awarded.
Although there are some who are
oppose such procedures, fiscal
accountability is critical to the
health of any organization, especially a 501(c)3 with over 20 affiliates and well over $100,000 in
the bank.
Whether or not these fiscal
checks and balances are kept in
place depends on whether future
OSBA boards opt to follow or ignore the governance procedures
approved by both the OSBA Finance Committee and the accountant and lawyers who
have approved the policies. And this depends on the decisions made by OSBA members during this election.
Did you know that years ago OSBA had numerous financial policies? However, once a board decides to set them
aside, these guidelines disappear from the governing documents never to resurface. What kind of board will you
elect this year?

So how do you know how to vote? Carefully read the candidate responses. Does each candidate provide a list of
demonstrated skills and accomplishments required to fulfill
the position for which they are running? Or does a candidate only have a vague program that sounds good? Have
they actually participated in OSBA activities? Have they
been in the trenches, working with others for the interests
of all beekeepers in the state? To find out, review committee meeting notes and OSBA Board Minutes on the OSBA
website. (By the way, if any board or Executive board positions become open due to the elections, the OSBA Board
All activities have cycles, and beekeeping is no different. in 2020 will appoint someone to fill the position.)
You may not have noticed, but beginner class attendance
across the state this year was lower than in previous It is up to the membership to decide the next road for
years. New beekeeper classes are the source of future OSBA. A lot is at stake. Will we continue a program of ormembers for clubs. If this initial step into beekeeping is ganizational governance, controls, accountability and
reducing in numbers, then all clubs will need to look else- transparency that serves the interests of members who
look to OSBA to provide leadership on issues of concern
where for members and membership dollars.
to all Ohio beekeepers? Let’s keep moving forward!
When OSBA’s coffers were near to bare, the organization
could not offer much in the way of educational or other See you in the beeyard!
support to our beekeeping community. But right now, there
is a lot of money in the OSBA account. This money is
used to nurture and grow the many programs we currently
have, and to buffer potential shortfalls in the future.

This year, the future of OSBA hangs on your decisions...literally. OSBA members have the opportunity to fill
quite a few Board seats. With your vote, you’ll be building
that next team of volunteer laborers to take OSBA to the
next level. Will you simply choose “friends”—or people
who have a proven track record of hard work and commitment to put the organization’s needs and objectives first,
even at the expense of their own personal projects and
plans?

Volume 8, Issue 4

Page 43

Telling the Bees

Ron Hoopes

This is an old tradition among beekeepers to “Tell the Bees” whenever a change happens in the beekeepers family.
You may Google “Telling the Bees” and find a poem from the 1800’s about this subject. What OSBA wants to do is to
recognize any beekeepers that have recently passed away.
All associations or individuals are asked to forward the name and home county of the beekeeper and the date of death,
if available. Any personal info may also be beneficial such as how long they may have kept bees, any offices they may
have held in beekeeping associations, etc.
Notify Ron Hoopes, Memorial Committee Chair at: beefarm2003@AOL.COM or cell 740.624.1683 if you have notices
to provide to the newsletter.

Arnold Crabtree, 77, passed on September 5, 2019. He was born on May 20,
1942. Arnold was a welder, burner at Buckeye Steel for 16 years and a ship fitter at
Ingalls shipyard and Bethlehem Steel. He retired due to his health and became a selfemployed entrepreneur, and later in life realizing his calling as a beekeeper. He affectionately became known as the "Bee Man." Arnold was the founder of the Lithopolis
Honeyfest when his idea of a honey bee festival became a reality in 2007. Arnold remained active in the festival until his retirement in 2016. Arnold was also the founder
of the Scioto Valley Beekeepers Association in Circleville, OH.
He was an active support of the OSBA Pavilion at the Ohio State Fair by volunteering
to provide bee beards throughout the years.
In lieu of flowers donations may be directed to St. Jude's Children's Research in
memory Kelly Jo Crabtree.

Join OSBA Today—
OSBA works 24/7 for beekeepers.
Your $20 membership (less than 6 cents
per day) supports activities and projects
that benefit our beekeeping community.

Support the Beekeepers’ Voice of Ohio
Join today: www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Page 44

Ohio Beekeeping

2019 OHIO STATE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
OFFICERS AND CONTACTS
NAME

POSITION

PHONE

EMAIL

Terry Lieberman-Smith President

567.703.6722

president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Peggy Garnes

Vice-President

567.703.6722

vice-president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Tim Arheit

Secretary

419.371.1742

secretary@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Michele Colopy

Treasurer

567.703.6722

treasurer@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

NAME

POSITION

EMAIL

REGION

Nina Bagley

Regional Director

ninabagley@me.com

Heart of Ohio

Rod Pritchard

Regional Representative

rpritch1957@yahoo.com

Heart of Ohio

Alex Zomchek

Regional Director

ohiohoney@woh.rr.com

Miami Valley

Geoff Hultgren

Regional Representative

hultgrenfamily@live.com

Miami Valley

Dwight Wilson

Regional Director

djlwilson@aol.com

Maumee Valley

Jamie Walters

Regional Representative

j.walters1054@yahoo.com

Maumee Valley

Joe Heider

Regional Director

jbheider@sbcglobal.net

Crossroads

Rick Blessing

Regional Representative

beeman@neo.rr.com

Crossroads

Angel Mitchell

Regional Director

angelsapiary@gmail.com

Erie Basin

Sonny Ward

Regional Representative

maebelapiaries@yahoo.com

Erie Basin

Allyson May

Regional Director

acesaviators@gmail.com

Western Reserve

Greg Bokan

Regional Representative

gregbokan@yahoo.com

Western Reserve

Dwight Wells

Regional Director

dwells85@woh.rr.com

Top of Ohio

Mike Doseck

Regional Representative

mdosohio9866@gmail.com

Top of Ohio

Don Crock

Regional Director

doncrock@yahoo.com

Buckeye Hills

open

Regional Representative

Kelly Morse

Regional Director

kjmorse19@gmail.com

Ohio Valley

Jim Hopkins

Regional Representative

jgoat64@gmail.com

Ohio Valley

Buckeye Hills

Staff Appointments (unpaid volunteers):
Terry Lieberman-Smith

Newsletter Editor

Jamie Walters

ADK Hive Digest Editor

Tim Arheit

Webmaster

osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com

