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Credit to:
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Camera: Iphone 72
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Would you like to post your beginner beekeeping course, field day,
or education event on the OSBA Master Calendar?
You’re welcome to visit http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/calendar/
Click “Submit an Event” link and we will post it for others to find!

SPEAKING ABOUT BEES

by Margaret Reid

Ass I write this, it is the 28th day of February and I am sitting at my computer with a great case of writer’s block - probably
brought on by procrastination since this article is due March 1. Before the pandemic, OSBA President Peggy Garnes had asked
about having a workshop for kids at the next OSBA Fall Conference and I had eagerly started on a curriculum. Since social distancing is still the norm, Peggy called me 6 weeks ago to ask if I would do an article or articles on how to present bees to kids
(if we ever can) and I foolishly said yes to her request.
So here I am: a librarian, storyteller, teacher and beekeeper who is more comfortable talking to people in person than authoring how-to-do-it articles. I would much rather be testifying before the Ohio Legislature about the honey bee protection act or
talking to 40 three and four year olds about bees (both of which I’ve done) than telling all you beekeepers how to make a presentation about our favorite insect. That being said, here are some of my thoughts to begin.
Once someone finds out you are a beekeeper, it may be only a matter of time before they ask you to come to speak to their
class, youth group, senior center or civic organization. Whether you are a ”newbee”or an old-timer, keep one hive in your garden or have hundreds of hives in out yards, to them you are an expert. It may not be what you signed up for when you got into
beekeeping, but it can be an excellent way to share your enthusiasm for our special little critters.
If you decide that you want to go public and give presentations on honey bees and beekeeping, a basic book or a virtual class
on public speaking should be your first investment. I’m going to assume that you already have several references on bee biology
and beekeeping, and that you continue your education at beekeeping workshops and conferences. Besides these background
preparations, I’d like to suggest a few simple rules that relate specifically to making beekeeping presentations:
Take the “sting”out of your program! Whether child or adult, it seems as if every group has at least one audience member who
has a story or fear about bee stings. In later articles, I’ll give you some concrete ideas about how to handle specific situations, but
for now let me suggest that you talk to a medical worker about the difference between an allergy (anaphylactic shock) and a
local reaction (pain, redness). When someone asks you if you get stung working your bees, the answer is, “sometimes, just like
sometimes my cat scratches me when I do something she doesn’t like.”
Watch your language! I’m not talking about your mother’s admonition to keep it clean (although that is good advice) but
about the jargon that we beekeepers use. Ordinary folks don’t go talking about “Supers, Nectar flows, Splits, and Drones” in the
same sense that we do, so be sure to explain confusing terms when you use them.
Don’t expect to turn all (or even some) of your audience into beekeepers. Let your objective be to turn them into honeybee
(and pollinator) fans. Think of yourself as an ambassador for bees.
Be prepared for questions. Don’t expect that you will be able to answer them all. If you get a question you really can’t answer,
don’t try to make something up on the spot. Be honest and say you don’t know but that you will be glad to find out the answer
and get back to them. Then follow through; you’ll both learn something!
Most importantly, have fun! If the butterflies (or bees) in your stomach won’t go away after giving a few presentations and
you are not enjoying the experience, maybe this isn’ really your thing. Why not see if one of your beekeeping friends would
like you to refer speaking requests to them, or if your local beekeeping
association has a speakers’ bureau? Maybe instead of talking to a group
you could write an article or submit a photograph to this newsletter or
your local newspaper. Trust me, it’s not as painful as I thought! In fact,
I’m now looking forward to writing my next article (but not tonight!)
Keep on buzzing! Margaret
About the author: former OSBA secretary and Beekeeper of the Year, Margaret
and her husband, Bill, operates Reid’s Apiary & ‘Beetique’. She’s been talking
about bees for over 40 years.
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Quarterly Donations to OSBA
Patrick Holbrook

Richard Carlisle

Stephanie Stone

Steven Shane

Benjamin Alper

John Bird

Timothy Ray

Amenda Ream

Julia James

Ohio Prairie Nursery

William Welch

Grant Herron

Ed Poore

Angel Sledz

Frances Abrams

James Rogers

Betty Paul

Duane Polasko

Courtney Conn

Tiffany Hanna

Kimberly Beck

Ronda Crum

Amber Defenbaugh

Madhuri Urella

Paypal Giving

Jennifer Zimmerman

Jamie Warder

Bradley Smith

Leah Szarka

Gerald Zimmerman

Lucas Cameron

Peter Ehni

Your support is important to help OSBA provide education, outreach, services, and programs to our members.
Your support is greatly appreciated. “Thank You”
If we die, we’re taking you with us. ~ The Bees
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My Friend, Dan

by Isaac Barnes

This is about my friend and me. You won’t learn anything about bees here. So move on - if you
wanted to learn something.
This is about beekeepers who come to make a career of it. They find their trade in one of two
ways: either they are born into it, or they come to the bees by Miracle. And ‘Miracle’ could mean
any number of things, but in this case I’m describing a pure accident crashing headlong into the
unbending will of God. All beekeepers know this. And commercial beekeepers in particular. They
almost think they’re chosen, feeling it deep down to their cowboy core. It’s a miracle to find yourself tending to bees, and possibly an even greater miracle that the bees can sustain a household
and a way of life.
Dan and I got into beekeeping this way. He’s been at it 10 years or so, and I’m at the far end of
my second decade. We’re practically neighbors, with some sixty miles of southern Ohio farmland
separating our combined 1300 hives. This year we both sent bees to California.

Isaac Barnes

I’m thinking back, trying to remember some of the moments of the last decade, and I can’t recall a first time I met Dan.
It seems like he was just always there. I do know I didn’t pay him much attention in those first years. He was one more
guy showing up at the bee meetings, while I yammered about bees up front. I was the President, four years running, and I
knew everything. We all know everything when we’re beginners... the problem was that I was given a podium. I had a
platform to project my ignorance. Four years running.
I laugh at the memory of my blustering. I was an idiot, but somehow my idiocy didn’t spell doom to my future commercial hopes. Maybe this is the miracle— I’m still at it. Dan and I both, still beekeepers, even after all the headiness and
overconfidence of those early years. He followed me up as President, and did about the same. It was three or four more
years of listening to someone who appeared to have a lot of bee knowledge. As it turns out, it’s a great thing that we went
in blind. You carry on while just sounding sure of yourself. Dan & I are both blessed with buckets of false confidence.
After Dan became President, then went on to start a queen breeding business, I was forced to recognize him as a competent beekeeper. But one particular year at the big Wooster conference, I began to think of him as a friend. He was the
only one laughing at my jokes. I had been asked to give a couple half-hour talks about “Mistakes in Beekeeping.” As an
‘expert’ commercial beek, it was a chance to broadcast my knowledge to this audience of novices. At one point I went
on a tangent making fun of treatment-free beekeeping. Cracking jokes, becoming way too smitten with myself to realize
that half the people in the place were treatment-free beekeepers. The crowd responded with crickets. But this didn’t dissuade me in the slightest. There was one chuckle from two rows back, and it had the effect of egging me on - Dan, a big grin on his face. So like a fool, I went on making an ass of myself.
By the end of that tangent, Dan was laughing loudly. And I assume, judging by the silence, everyone else was scowling. The rest of the talk went smoothly. No follow-up questions and even better, no follow-up invitation. I haven’t been back to talk at Wooster. That was the beginning of
something good. In the decade to follow I got to know Dan as a neighbor and friend, but more
importantly as a producer of high quality queens. Maybe you know Dan too. His queens are prolific and durable. He’s been shipping them all over Ohio for years, and lately to a few commercial operations around the country. You’ve got to plan months in advance if you want any, and
planning isn’t my strong suit. The years that I do manage to get a few dozen, I’ve been using
them for summer increase and pumpkin pollination. They’re perfect for this. They build fast through July and August,
come out of the pumpkins in September, then usually prove strong enough to make a box of goldenrod in October. After
that, they’ll spend the winter in California for almond pollination, returning to Ohio in late March. Dan marks his queens.
After a few winters I began to notice a trend, it was easy enough to see, the very strongest hives exploding into spring
happened to be from Dan’s queens.
My hope is that Dan continues with this trajectory— queen production and almond pollination. It’s a selfish hope, as I’m
the benefactor. When needed, I can lean on him for some fat queens and then later in the year, I may be able to split a load
with him going to California. (continued ~ next page)
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Continued: My Friend, Dan
It takes 408 double deeps to fill a load, and often times you’re in need of extra hives.
Hopefully he’ll keep growing in numbers. And remain solvent. For my sake, at least.
In this way, south-central Ohio will lay claim to not one, but two commercial beekeepers...
who got there by way of Miracle. Each year we learn a little more and suffer a little less.
Our false confidence is slowly turning into something else. If we keep going, I’m pretty
sure we’ll eventually be able to talk with some humility, but for now we both still sound
like cowboys. And I guess that’s fine.
The cowboy myth tends to run strong with commercial beekeepers. We’re sweat- and-dirt Americans. Outdoorsmen.
Gamblers. Gun nuts. Gear heads. Hunters and fishers. Truckers... Caretakers, good stewards
of the land, rounding up our winged herds and heading to greener pastures. We work in the
sun and the rain and the snow. We pray a lot.The cowboy myth fits so snugly into the commercial beekeeper myth, in just a few short years you’ll find yourself nearing bankruptcy.
The chips are down, you’re belly-up in the bees, and all the while you think you’re a squintyeyed Wyatt Earp dealing high stakes stud poker. Or worse, trying to impress a bunch of
gawking hobbyists, throwing your weight around like some kind of John Wayne-Bee Man.
You’re not. Pilgrim. You’re not. You’re a daydreamer with a failing business.
It takes years to understand this, for some the humility never comes. You know the type they know everything. Always shooting from the hip on Facebook, always talking the longest and loudest at the meetings.
Until one day... silence. You never hear much bee talk again. They couldn’t sustain the winter losses or the lack of honey
income or feed costs or equipment costs or any number of things. They just went belly-up. This is the reality. Beekeepers
are not cowboys, as much as we’d like to think it.
We’ve got bills and volatile markets. We’ve got our kids and our hired help and their kids. Our spouses see through this
little charade, and they know if it goes on long enough, the car payment or the electric bill becomes a problem. “Hi Dad.
They turned off the power. Again. Mind if we come over for a bit?”
Bank repossession of the house wouldn’t jive with whatever myth the spouse may be projecting on Facebook. It’s not a
good look. They don’t care one bit about your cowboy-beekeeper thing. But if the habits continue, you’ll be riding off
into the sunset sure enough. Divorce papers in hand.
That’s the awful truth. Commercial beekeeping is a gamble. Maybe falling in the fat middle of a Venn Diagram COWBOY / GAMBLER / FARMER. Each occupation has a number of pitfalls, but COMMERCIAL BEEKEEPER...
well, the numbers speak for themselves. How many in Ohio? Five? Ten? Fifty? I can tell you it’s not a three digit number. That’s not a bragging thing. It’s a humbling thing. Most long-term commercial beekeepers are quiet. In any given
year, the job will humiliate you.
Soon after I gave that talk at Wooster, I lost 70% of our bees. (Karma?) Soon after that, we had a year where we averaged 27 pounds per hive. This was in 2013, a time when we needed 50 or 60 lbs just to pay the bills. It was a tough
thing. We were right in the middle of our four kids, three in diapers. I don’t know how I’m not back to teaching school,
my previous job. I thank my lucky stars I’m not. There’s no pretending to be a cowboy when you’re a school teacher.
My “lucky stars,”— as in Jayne. It was pure dumb luck she picked me - my luck, or Miracle? Somehow she stuck with
me through those middle years— the years of real mistakes and misfortunes. Not once did she suggest I go job searching. There were fears, and tears, fights and silent meals. Jayne kept it together, in more ways than one. She kept us together. Maybe thought I was Doc Holiday at the O.K. Corral, but I’m sure she saw me for somebody else: Don Quixote,
tilting at windmills. Thank God she never told me this.
Dan’s got Cortney. Two kids and a dog. We don’t talk about the family side of things. Or even much about the sour
side of beekeeping. There’s plenty to keep us sounding like old cowboys at a campfire - (continued ~ next page)
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Continued: My Friend, Dan
honey flows, nutrition, treatments, trucks, weather, equipment, we could go on all evening. As far as the risks and the
ugliness of the profession, I have to assume Dan has also hit a few bumps in the road. Nobody goes long in beekeeping
without accruing scars.
A few months ago we had a beer in the holding yard. It was after a day of stacking hives so they could be trucked off to California. The cold December sun
dropped into a deep orange across the west. I don’t know what we talked about,
and it wasn’t long because dinner was waiting. There were kids and bedtime
prayers. He had to head south. I was looking out at the sunset and saying something, I don’t know what. But you can bet I didn’t bring up the Miracle in all of
this. Cowboys don’t talk like that.

Dan Williams

OSBA Underserved Grant
The OSBA Board has approved funding for 5 underserved
grants to be awarded in 2021. This grant provides a library of
10 beekeeping books, a year’s subscription to both national
beekeeping magazines, along with an OSBA subscription to
the newsletter. Grants will be distributed on a first-come, firstserve basis. If you know of an underserved group who needs
educational materials to assist their beekeeping needs, contact
OSBA Treasurer, for details and the grant application:
treasurer@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Ohio State Beekeepers
Association, Inc.
Zoom Round Table Discussion

October 16 at 9:00am
OHIO BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION LEADERS
CURRENT TOPICS AND MEETING IDEAS

Kroger Community Rewards Program
Shopping at your neighborhood Kroger while donating to OSBA - food for you means
funds for the beekeeping community! OSBA is part of the rewards program. When you
register your Kroger Plus Card, each time you shop for groceries and use your Kroger
Plus Card, OSBA automatically earns a Kroger Rewards donation.
https://www.kroger.com/topic/community-rewards-9 Type in “Ohio State Beekeepers”
when it asks the donation group and designate OSBA as your recipient.
The busy bee has no time for sorrow. ~ William Blake
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O h i o S t a t e B e e ke e p e r s . . . h e l p i n g y o u b e c o m e a b e t t e r b e e ke e p e r.

Letter from the Colony
This issue would not exist without the hard work and dedication of all our colony
members who stepped up to help out in Jamie Walters unexpected absence. He laid
the groundwork by advocating to obtain Corel software for us and we have undergone a sort of trial by fire” in that with limited experience and knowledge of the
editing software we have done our best to produce a publication that would live up Jamie Walters
to our Editor’s high standards. That being said, we are eager for his return and
have gained a new appreciation for the dedication, hard work, time and energy Jamie puts into all
the work he does as a volunteer for OSBA.

Hive Digest
Live Webinar Training News
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/contact-us/join-our-mailing-list/

Honey Bee or
Honeybee?

Bee

Stuff

Which is correct?
The Entomological Society of America has rules for the
spelling of insect names! (Dictionary publishers do not
rule on this issue!) Entomologists, have to read the
names of bugs a lot more than we do, and would
probably appreciate it if we followed these rules:
If the insect is what the name implies, write the two
words separately - for example
Honey bees and bumble bees are true bees, so their names
are written as two words.
Black flies, blow flies and robber flies are true flies, so
write as two words.

If the insect is not really what the name implies, write
the name as one word - for example:

Join us for a FREE Share, Learn &
Grow Session to discuss current bee
related topics!
Deersville - 1st Saturday of every month at 10 am
(April - October)
Dundee - 3rd Tuesday of every month at 7 pm
Adamsville - 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7 pm

Convenient Locations:

Yellowjacket is not a jacket, write as one word.
Dragonfly is not a true fly - one word
Butterfly is not a fly - one word
Silverfish is not a fish - one word.

Deersville, OH 330-401-5889
Dundee, OH 330-987-3680
Adamsville, OH 740-630-5609
New Bedford, OH 330-897-8650

Writing honeybee is like writing Johnsmith!

Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm
Saturday 8 am - 12 pm

Respect the honey bees!
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The bee is domesticated but not tamed. ~ William Longgood

The President’s Corner
It's been a wonderful summer so far with this roller coaster of weather. Our bees have done a
fabulous job filling those honey supers. All this rain has made inspections a challenge and travel to some out yards nearly impossible. A bright side to all the rain we have been experiencing,
will be the bumper crop of goldenrod honey this fall.
It's good to see that some of our clubs are meeting in person and offering Zoom options when
members are not comfortable in a close setting. As you meet with your club, look about your
members for a candidate for “Beekeeper of the Year”. Fall Conference is fast approaching, and
nominations for positions and awards need to be sent in, ASAP. Please watch the website for
more information as it becomes available.

Peggy Garnes

Speaking of the website: The OSBA webpage is getting ready to undergo a major re-build! The current site was built
by webmaster, Tim Arheit, and has served the association well, but technology has moved on and the site can no longer
keep up. Please be patient as the new site is being built and launched. It will be more user friendly and more responsive.
We have had some issues with the links and emails, and some members have had a bit of frustration. I do apologize and
ask you to bear with us as the new website comes online.
Last on my list for you today is to let you know that Ohio beekeepers have had hives stolen. Hive thefts around the
state have been brought to the Board's attention and as President, I ask all the OSBA members to email me with any
information on beehive thefts or vandalism in your area. I have been working with the Sheriff's Department and any
additional information that can be provided will be helpful. With the rising costs of packages, nucs and woodenware,
this issue needs to be addressed.
With all this said, I hope everyone stays healthy and safe this summer and your bees bring much joy to your life! As
always, please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns or comments. I'm right here!

Worker Bee Beat
Keeping you informed of the work OSBA is doing.

Planning for another Round Table meeting on Oct 16th ~ reserve your ticket now.
YouTube recording uploaded on the Live Webinar Training - 2021 Speaker Line-Up
President Peggy Garnes, speaking at various clubs and events around the state.
Planning for the November Conference is in full swing
A new OSBA web site is coming! It’s going to be awesome and fully interactive!
The Beginner Internship Pilot Program is continuing to provide “virtual mentoring” to new beekeepers each
month. Members are working hard to make videos and slide presentations come from around the state.
OSBA President was the moderator for World Bee Day on a virtual program with 9 countries participating
OSBA will be participating and helping to support the Lithopolis HoneyFest this year, as well as having a presence
at the Farm Science Review
Special Recognition is being planned for our Life Members
Research grants at OSU are being supported
OSBA has been asked to reach out and gather information about hive thefts and vandalism, by the Media County
Sheriff. This has become quite a problem around the state.
Beekeeping Webinars are continuing, monthly, featuring interesting and knowledgeable speakers on a variety of
beekeeping topics.
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Traveling Speaker Program “Chemical Treatments for Varroa Control ”
"Chemical Treatment for Varroa Control". This program will help you make
educated decisions about chemical treatment options available, so that you can
keep healthier colony(s). We will still be offering the OSBA Traveling Speaker
Program as a Zoom webinar for 2021.
There is a nominal fee for a Traveling Speaker Presentation: $35 for OSBA affiliates, and $50 for non-affiliates, due to the pandemic we are waiving the fees in 2021 for Zoom presentations. Each organization is
allowed to have 3 presentations for “FREE” this year. We are currently accepting reservations for these presentations. To schedule a speaker contact: Joe Heider at get-a-traveling-speaker@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
What topics would you like OSBA have as a traveling speaker program for 2022? You’re welcome to give
us your comments of subject topics, interest, and the program as a whole. Thank you to those that scheduled
a presentation, gave us feedback, and participated. Good luck to overwintering those colonies!
Other topics available through the Traveling Speaker Program include:
- Sustainable Beekeeping Management: Hobbyist Queen-Rearing
-ADK Presentation
- Monitoring for Sustainability
- Successful Overwintering
- Sustainable Beekeeping using Nucs
Our treasure lies in the beehive of our knowledge.
We are perpetually on the way thither, being by
nature winged insects and honey gatherers of the

The lovely flowers embarrass me,
They make me regret I am not a bee.
Emily Dickinson

mind. ~ Nietzsche

E-mail Conversions
*Receive it faster than snail mail.

*Better use of your membership dues.

*Allows funds to go to other programs.

*Hyperlinks to vendors & websites.

*You see everything in full color.

*Conservation & saving the trees.

If you wish to convert to the electronic issues, please contact Kelly Morse newsletter@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/osba-nominations/
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ORCHARD MEAD (Makes 1 Gallon) Greg & Susan Burns ~ Nature’s Image Farm
Ingredients:
-1 Gallon of fresh pressed cider (non-pasteurized)
-1-2 Lbs Honey
-1/2 Cup Raisins
-1/2 tsp yeast nutrient or another 1/2 Cup of Raisins
-1 packet of Lalvin D-47 yeast
How to:
1. Add 3 Quarts of cider to a fermentation vessel (1 gallon bucket/carboy
with air lock)
2. Blend honey with 1 Quart of cider in a stock pot on low heat (70-90F)
then add to fermentation vessel leaving 2-3” headspace.
3. Add raisins, nutrient to fermentation vessel and stir well.
4. Add yeast packet to fermentation vessel and stir.
5. After 1 month rack to a secondary vessel (1 gallon bucket/carboy with air locks) and continue to do so monthly until no activity is seen in the airlock
6. Once fermentation is complete rack into bottles and age for a month or two.
7. The mead can be tasted at any point after initially racking and can be enjoyed throughout the
process. If you enjoy the flavor before fully fermented, cold crash in the fridge or outdoors in
the winter to stop the fermentation process and rack into bottles to enjoy or age.

New OSBA Life Members
Jeffery Treadway

Mike White

William Lawhon

Eric Gillett

Michael Sullivan

Crystal Gentry

Teresa Brutsche
The following beekeepers have shown their support
of OSBA by becoming Life Members. Life Membership consists of a one-time payment to OSBA of
$200. You never have to worry about paying again!
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by Alex Zomchek
zomchea@miamioh.edu
As part of an ongoing research project to study late season
pests and disease loads, I had the opportunity this past fall
and winter to chat (commiserate!) with lots of beekeepers
raising bees starting from many spring configurations. In
brief, however you started last bee season; whether you
over- wintered bees, acquired swarms, made splits, bought
nucs or packages, etc., with few exceptions, 2020 saw another year of general disappointment in hive productivity and colony mortality.
I want to recognize four
main factors that contributed to the vast majority of
these productivity and/or
mortality issues. The bad
news is that these factors
have been repeating themselves year after year. The
good news is that these issues are, for the most part,
easily remedied by beekeepers.

expectations and an understanding of the casual consequences of early-mid-late spring into summer bees is
important. Nature will feed your bees or you will have
to.
Seasoned Ohio beekeepers attempt to get packages/
nucs as soon as possible. The early bird gets the worm;
the early beekeeper gets Ohio’s honey crop.
Ideally you want your hive forager populations peaking at the same time your local, major nectar flows are
peaking. You have crossed a beekeeping threshold when
you realize that you can plan and proactively manage
your bees to achieve this synchronization.
Since Ohio’s main spring-into-summer nectar flows
occur relatively early (ending in June for most of the
state) it is critical for maximum honey production to
establish your colonies as early as possible. Roughly
90% of your annual honey crop is gathered in just 30ish
days of the calendar year. A few missed early spring
brooding days, let alone weeks, can make all the difference in subsequent forager populations down the road.

Since space is at a premium in these newsletter articles I
am forced to give the crib notes version here. I thought it
more important to cram in a full outline of major spring issues than just selecting one or two in hopes of affecting
real, broad based changes as we start the 2021 beekeeping
season. Aside: I am considering a new communications tool
and format to more timely and thoroughly drill down on
these topics. More on this at the end.

Often newer beekeepers miss this timing consequence
and are slow to order and do not make the first wave of
spring bee deliveries. Their bees arrive in late spring
during the major honey flow. Everything looks ideal.
The weather is nice. The nectar flow is on. Bees are flying. The underlying problem is that the hive starts to
build just in time for the major nectar flow to ebb or
come to a halt. In response to this nectar dearth the colThe four most oft-repeated spring mis-steps are: 1) getting ony then over shoots brood production leaving lots of
bees too late into the season per beekeeper expectations; 2) mouths to feed which in
quality control issues when acquiring your bees; 3) delays turn quickly consumes
what honey they managin verifying initial queenright and subsequent laying proed to store.
ductivity; and 4) delayed or non-monitoring for pests and
diseases in a mite- centric world. At their roots all these
The beekeeper ends up
issues are of timing, quality control, and diligence. Let’s
not getting a significant
wade in with a few examples.
honey crop and the coloYou arrive early spring to pick up your package(s) or nuc ny languishes under food,
(s). In eager anticipation (it never gets old!) you take your pests, and disease stressors throughout the rest
bounty home. Depending on the time of spring you feed
(or not) and wait a bit to see how the newly ensconced bees of the summer's nectar
dearth, ultimately headare progressing.
ing into fall weakened. Yes, it is that formulaic year after year: wash, rinse, repeat.
For many newer beekeepers, three of the four missteps
have likely already occurred. Let’s break them down furthSolution: if you are looking to take full advantage of
er with suggestive remedies.
the nectar flows in Ohio you have to have early, strong,
healthy forager populations that coincide with our early
When you get your bees is important. Having realistic
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Continued:
nectar flows. This is accomplished through overwintering
your bees for a jumpstart; combining spring weak and average colonies; or ordering your bees for the earliest delivery.
The second mis-step occurs when you pick up your bees.
All packages and nucs are not created equal. Did you thoroughly inspect for quality and quantity issues?
For packages, were there a lot of dead bees on the bottom?
For nucs did you pull the frames to ensure you got three
full frames of mature,
healthy looking capped brood, two frames
of pollen and honey
plus plenty of support
bees? Finding (or not)
the queen in either
situation is irrelevant
at this point, but make
sure you get the full and healthy complement of what you
paid for or ask for a swap before you leave.
The third common spring mis-step occurs after you get
your bees home. For brevity sake, let’s assume your installation went without mishap. What happens next (or not!) is
where many newer beekeepers go awry.

This same scenario plagues nucs. Even if you thoroughly
examined your nucs at your pickup site you have to re
cognize that the queen in that nuc likely did not make
those frames of brood and bees you observed. Bees and
brood were likely gathered from multiple hives and a recently open mated queen was then added to the nuc shortly before shipping. In short, you may even see a queen,
but she is unproven.
As with your packages you want to find fresh eggs and
micro larva as soon as possible assuring that the queen is
both alive AND laying well. With nucs you have a little
more wiggle room to get a replacement queen because
brood frames are hatching out giving the necessary population boost and proper casts.
Here again, if it takes too long to install and validate a
new queen; this brood break can quell any real honey
production down the road. The nectar flow curve will
have crested and fallen before you have a viable forager
population. Again, you want max forager populations to
coincide with peak nectar flows, meaning you play a big
role in this.
The fourth spring mis-step is failing to timely monitor
for pests and/or diseases. This primarily has to do with
Varroa mites in the spring. Take nucs and overwintered
bees for examples.

It is recommended to apply feed at this point. Include a
protein brood stimulant in addition to sugars to promote
It may be the end of March into April here in Ohio, but
rapid and healthy brood production, in addition to reducing your newly acquired nucs come from southern climates
the risk of starvation. The primary error occurs in the time- where mite growth (unless contained) has been advancly monitoring for this brood production.
ing with the accelerated brood cycles. Without checking
and treating, your first hatches can release mite exploToo often newer beekeepers, hesitant to disturb the brood sions, thereby compronest and/or waiting on “perfect” weather, delay validating mising future brood and
queenright and laying viability. Should an initial queen fail- subsequent honey proure occur; by the time a new queen is secured, introduced, duction.
and checked for laying viability the original package of bees
has all but aged out.
The same applies to
your overwintered bees.
Summer bees live approximately six weeks. With a new
My data shows a vast
queen installed, most of the remaining bees from the origi- majority of local bees go into fall and winter with signifnal package have all matured into foragers leaving the other icant mite loads. If these colonies do not perish come
casts (cleaner, groomers, feeders, guards, wax producers,
spring, they begin brooding already under assault. Again,
et.al.) that are needed to raise healthy raise brood, in short these colonies will languish and never really become prosupply. If queen replacement takes too long you either end ductive.
up in a whole hive death spiral or the hive languishes: too
few bees to raise too little brood. This gets compounded
Solution: monitor for mite loads as soon as possible to
with the secession of the nectar flows which in turn turns
get a baseline. I recommend a modified sugar shake.
off brood production. We see far too many colonies that are These are reasonably accurate and makes it more likely
just holding their own against brood, nectar, and pests/dithat you will monitor and take corrective action earlier
sease stressors.
when you do not have to dispatch your bees for a test.
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Continued:
bee curves. Hive populations rise and fall as a consequence With this mind, together and with my research findings,
of forage which in turn is dependent on the weather. Stimu- I am considering establishing a new weekly blog covering
lative feeding can shift and magnify these hive populations. seasonally beekeeping issues in more depth and more
timely. I am looking to test these waters given the time/
A worker egg laid on day one hatches on day twenty one energy commitments.
and becomes a full fledged forager some 14-17 days thereafter. When not constricted by comb building, feed, etc. the Whatever type and quality of bees you get in the spring;
queen can lay 1200-1700+ eggs per day. A brood break be- where you get them from; and when you get them - in the
cause of lost queen, swarming, or malfunctioning queen be- end, bees and beekeeping (beekeepers?) are works in progins a potential cycle that can lead to little of no honey or
gress. The days of set-it-and-forget-it beekeeping is over.
ultimate death. The typical results are unproductive summer Early proactive monitoring and corrective steps is key.
colonies that ultimate go into winter weak and ultimately
succumb to mites and cold. Bees are aging/dying…too
I subscribe to that populist aphorism, “It is not where
many colonies are trying to play catchup and just limping
you start in life, but where you end.” Let’s modify this a
by. We often cite live vs. dead colonies, but seldom report bit per beekeeping: Where you start in your bee season
unproductive colonies.
will play a big role in where you end. Additionally, what
you do along the way will determine where you end your
I wanted to raise a fifth issue. It is not necessarily a misbee season. For feedback contact Alex Zomchek;
start or mis-step, but what I call a “resolution” problem.
zomchea@miamioh.edu
Beekeeping is dynamic. Timing, more often than not, is key.
Getting solutions to pressing beekeeping issues with quarterly newsletters and monthly bee meetings is a good start
to be sure. But these formats constrained by their very natures, and ongoing, annual productivity and mortality issues
suggests we need additional tools.

OSBA Affiliate Program
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/associations/osba-affiliate-program/
What is the OSBA Affiliate Program?
OSBA understands the issues facing local associations here in Ohio. The resource demands, financial
limitations, volunteer time and effort, etc. needed to run a successful association continue to increase. Protecting officers and club members with appropriate insurance, completing paperwork and financial statements and effectively communicating information in a timely fashion, are things OSBA can help local clubs
with. Feel free to contact Vice-President vice-president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org or the Treasurer at
treasurer@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
This year due to Covid-19 the OSBA Board voted to waive the renewal fees for the 2021 current affiliates.
Benefits Include:
501c3 status under the OSBA umbrella
Access to discounted club insurance –
Liability and Director/Officer insurance
Website hosting and assistance with website setup
Reduction in yearly tax filing paperwork
Non-profit status through the OSBA group exemption
Annual reports to the IRS and Ohio Attorney General
Monthly OSBA Affiliate Newsletter
OSBA Pollinator Oasis Seed packet fundraiser
Tech Soup membership (discounted software for club)
Discounted OSBA Traveling Speaker fees
Affiliate club discounts to special OSBA workshops

Current Affiliate Clubs:
Black Swamp Beekeepers
Fairfield County Beekeepers
Geauga County Beekeepers
Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers
Greene County Beekeepers
Guernsey Noble Beekeepers
Harrison County Beekeepers
Lake County Beekeepers
Maumee Valley Beekeepers
Medina County Beekeepers
Miami Valley Beekeepers

North Central Ohio Beekeepers
North West Ohio Beekeepers
Pollinator Sanctuary and Training Facility
of Defiance County
Portage County Beekeepers
Richland Area Beekeepers
Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers
Scioto Valley Beekeepers
Trumbull County Beekeepers
Tuscarawas County Beekeepers
Warren County Ohio Beekeepers

We come from the earth, we return to the earth, and in between we garden. ~Unknown
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Associations Across Ohio
A
Regional Director
Mr. Jamie Walters

Regional Representative
Mr. Roger Myers

Maumee Valley Beekeepers
The Maumee Valley Beekeepers meetings remain on Zoom. Our past speakers include 2021 American
Honey Princess Virginia Allen talking about the American Honey Queen and Princess program and giving
us a live on Zoom cooking with honey demonstration. We had Jacob Sublett from the Toledo Area Sanitary
District. Jacob and his co-workers oversee the mosquito control in Lucas County. Jacob talked about Integrated Mosquito Management and technologies they use to reduce non-target impacts to beneficial insects.
In addition, he talked about what private applicators of mosquito control use to attempt to control mosquitos
and ticks. We also had Dr. Hongmei Li-Byarlay from Central State University as our guest speaker talking
about her research with viruses that affect our bees.
www.facebook.com/pages/Maumee-Valley- Bee-Keepers-Association
BG Bee Group
We typically meet the 3rd Thursday of each month, at the Wood County District Office, 18729 Mercer Rd.,
Bowling Green, OH 43402, from 5:30-7:30pm. For additional information contact Mike Soboleski at
419-494-2226 or email: sobeehoney@gmail.com
Black Swamp Beekeepers Association
We have had the pleasure of having Marc Peugeot present “Local Queen Rearing”, Roger Myers “Integrated Pest Management”, and Randy Oliver “Reading the Combs”. Our meetings are being split with inperson, as well as still being broadcast through Zoom. This helps accommodate those members that are still
not comfortable with face to face meetings. Our September meeting is going to be hosted by Adam & Cathy
McDowell. We are planning a potluck picnic along with hands-on training. Our monthly meetings have now
been moved to the 1st Monday of each month, 7:00pm, at the Defiance City Municipal Building at 631 Perry
Street, Defiance, OH. www.facebook.com/Black-Swamp-Beekeepers-Association
Northwest Ohio Beekeepers Association
NWOBA is on our Summer break June - August. With the meetings being held at Pandora High School
and the complications with Covid, Dwight Wilson has spoken to the Ottawa County Extension Office. They
have agreed to allow us to meet at their office at 1206 E 2nd St, Ottawa, OH 45875. Meetings will resume
on the 4th Tuesday of each month, starting on September 24 at 7:30pm. It will be our first in-person meeting since over a year now. Can’t wait to see everyone. www.facebook.com/NorthwestOhioBeekeepers
Pollinator Sanctuary & Training Facility of Defiance County
BSBA members have been helping with keeping the sanctuary clean and weeding every other month. We
have started having in-person training classes on the 4th Saturday of each month - 9:00 am till 12:00 noon.
This allows us to help educate the public and beginning beekeepers that enjoy the face to face. We are preparing to plant over 25 pollinator friendly trees in the months ahead. This will be followed up with Fall
clean-up and Winter over seeding. Keep an eye on our Facebook page for upcoming events.
Pollinator Sanctuary & Training Facility of Defiance County
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Regional Director
Mrs. Linda Miller

Regional Representative
Mr. Sonny Ward

Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers
Are continuing our monthly meetings via Zoom. Peggy Garnes gave a very informative presentation on
“Splits and Sustainable Beekeeping”. Those who attended left great comments and learned a lot. The Board
met in January to make plans for the coming year. We hope to be able to meet outdoors later in the year for
some Field Days and a chance to chat with our bee friends! Our goal is to give new beekeepers some hands
on experience. http://srvba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/
North Central Ohio Beekeepers Association
North Central Ohio Beekeepers Association has 12 paid members for 2021,moving
forward slowly with memberships and education. NCOBA has our speakers roster
filled for the year and would like to thank everyone speaking for their time, willingness and dedication to beekeeping education. We will have all speakers via zoom,
regardless of having in person meetings again or not. We have decided on our club
logo. (See Photo) and a huge thank you to Chenoa Newman for her time designing
it for us. We are having an informal lunch on the 4th Saturday of each month at
noon currently at Cheers 2 U in Upper Sandusky if anyone happens to be in the area, hungry and is wanting
to talk about bees. ~ https://www.facebook.com/groups/242848549962653/

Black Fork Bee Club
No report ~ blackforkbeeclub@gmail.com
Richland Area Beekeepers
In person meetings have resumed at the Longview Center with the first meeting on February 16th. Dwight
Wells will do a virtual presentation on “48 Hour Queen Cells”. This will be in partnership with Fairfield
County Beekeepers. 2021 Elections will also be held in the business part of the meeting. The 2021 Beginners
Class were held March 2, 16 and 30. Email Stephanie Metzger at slmetzger13@gmail.com for more information. http://raba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/

Regional Director
Mrs. Allyson May

Regional Representative
Mr. Dale Olson

Geauga County Beekeepers
The Geauga County Beekeepers Association has been busy this first quarter of 2021. We have been planning virtual meetings for the year, as well as planning for the possibility of outdoor in-person meetings. We are
meeting regularly the 3rd Thursday of the month. In the past, we had access to an indoor spot for meetings
during the school year, which would be closed in summer, and we would change up our schedule in the
summer. As with any crisis, there is both opportunity and danger – many traditions may not survive in their
past form. At this point, we have firm dates for a few virtual gatherings, and the rest are TBA.
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Continued ~ Geauga County Beekeepers
Email trish.harness@geaugacountybeekeepers.org if you'd like to attend virtually and are not yet a club member, or go to our website and join the club! Information about upcoming meetings can be found on our facebook page (Geauga County Beekeepers) and on our website, Google Geauga County Beekeepers and you'll
find it. We also coordinate a Bee Chat every 1st Saturday of the month, where we just chat about bees. We
look forward to the time when they can resume at the library, but until then, they are held virtually. Go to our
website www.geaugacountybeekeepers.org www.geaugacountybeekeepers.org to find out more about joining
a Bee Chat. We must tell the bees that two club members passed away recently. Cheryl Moone of Chagrin
Falls-Bainbridge and Ray Buyers of Chardon were club members. We wish their family peace and offer our
condolences.
Greater Cleveland Beekeepers
The Greater Cleveland Beekeepers Association continues to be active by providing our membership with
monthly speakers and panels to inform and educate new beekeepers and experienced beekeepers alike. In
April, local beekeeper John Rose presented his researched and effective plan on managing Varroa Mites.
John has worked extensively with Amish beekeepers and in one of his 3 apiaries to determine the best approach to keeping this pest at bay. GCBA membership had lots of questions for John and a lot was learned by
all who attended. GCBA recently named a new newsletter editor, Michell Killen-Keith. Michelle is a new
beekeeper and graciously volunteered to take on the duties of creating and publishing the association's monthly newsletter, The Honeybee Times. Michelle got her first edition out in time for the monthly membership
meeting in April. In May, GCBA not only held our regular monthly meeting but also our 11th Annual Field
Day. The monthly meeting presented a panel of four local, highly experienced beekeepers: Gene Gargas,
Randy Leiby, Lacey Postlewaite, and Tim Angelone. The panel fielded questions from the audience while
Denzil St. Clair moderated the evening. In an attempt to bring back some fun to monthly meetings the association restarted the 50/50 raffle in May. Three days later we held our Field Day at the Bee Barn located at the
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds. The weather co-operated and we were able to conduct a hive inspection,
smoker lighting contest, and queen marking contest. Indoor activities kicked off with a Q&A with Ohio
county apiary inspectors: Phil Bartosh, James Perry, Doug Gerber,and Ron Zickfoose. We also had a coloring
contest, observation hive, basket raffle, 50/50 raffle as indoor activities. In June, GCBA hosted Jon Reichel.
Jon gave a presentation on "How to Build and Maintain Strong Hives." We appreciate this presentation as it is
an ever so important topic in the very dynamic hobby of backyard beekeeping. Looking ahead, GCBA is starting back up its Public Education Committee. The association receives several requests a year to give presentations to schools, boy and girl scouts, elderly homes, etc. Plans are to update a PowerPoint presentation that
GCBA presenters can adapt to different age groups. July will bring our annual picnic and it looks like we will
be able to go all out and plan a big event since Ohio continues to lift Covid restrictions. The Cuyahoga County Fair is ON for August! We are very much looking forward to this year and Sheils St. Clair is heading the
committee to plan a fantastic booth for GCBA www.greaterclevelandbeekeepers.com
Lorain County Beekeepers Association
LCBA has been busy this spring with our April members meeting featuring Noelle from Petitti’s Garden
Center speaking on “Honey Bee Pollinators.” The talk was geared specifically to honey bees with suggestions of annuals, perennials, bushes and trees to plant. In May we invited our 6 Beginner Beekeeping Class
instructors, Richard Anderson, Lacey Postlethwait, Randy Leiby, John Rose, Gene Gargas and Denzil St.
Clair, back for an informal follow up beginners class questions and answer session. At our June meeting we
are had oxalic acid demonstrations. Our Memorial Garden teaching hives are starting to expand and we
spent time in May sprucing up the flowers and painting the benches and picnic tables. Discussions regarding
the upcoming fair presentations are in progress. June 5, we hosted our 27th Annual Field Day at Queen Right
Colonies.
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Continues ~ Lorain County Beekeepers Association
Our guest speakers was Greg & Tucker Zitlaw from Z’s Bees discussing “Commercial Queen Rearing,
Family Style.” September 11 will be our “End of Summer Classic” event at the Lorain County Fairgrounds.
Guest speaker will be Ray Olivarez from Olivarez Honey Bees presenting in the morning and afternoon
sessions, along with Earl Hof
Hoffman from Strong Microbials and Dr.
Dr James Tew.
Lorain County Beekeepers Association, Bee City USA, McConnell's
Meat Market,and WOBL Radio coming together to promote pollinator
habitat, support agriculture and the importance of Honeybees to the environment. Keep watching!
Left to Right Rear:
Denzil St.Clair, Doug Wilber, Eric McConnell, Randy Leiby, Gary Tollett
Left to Right Front:
Lorie Wilber,, Joann Romick, Bren Leiby

Our Bee City group, Sheila St. Clair, Bren Leiby, Randy Leiby, Joan Romick
and Denzil St. Clair, have been very busy with the village of Wellington. They
have a beautiful window display in the center of town which has started quite
a buzz about town and interest in pollinators. The friends of LCBA are also
working on pollinator gardens throughout the county.
www.loraincountybeekeepers.org
Medina County Beekeepers are not meeting in person but continue to Zoom monthly meetings. Russian
bees, varroa mites and chasing swarms are on the agenda for the upcoming months.
Hopefully soon, beekeepers can start meeting again for field days and monthly meetings.
Beginners are busy getting equipment ready and finishing their online Zoom classes.
Medina is proud to have two scholarship recipients who are super busy building their
equipment and frames. Assistance will be needed for that wax foundation part!
Spring is taking its time getting here with crocus starting to bloom here in Medina
about March 10th. Looking forward to warmer night
temperatures to spare the new brood from freezing. Lots
of pollen is coming and dead outs are being diagnosed.
Better mite mitigation is going to be a hot topic this year
in Medina County.

21

Summit County Beekeepers Association
Summit County Beekeepers have continued to offer online meetings with some amazing speakers. Dr. Tom
Seeley and Dr. Dewey Caron spoke to our Club at the end of last year. In February we hosted Graham Kingham of England who spoke about “Honey Bee Drones”. What an interesting subject! On the first three Saturdays of February we offered beginner beekeeper classes using Zoom format. We had a great slate of instructors and the classes ran smoothly with the expertise of our President, Robert Najjar. We are pleased to
graduate 62 new beekeepers this year. We also have a mentorship program where a group of new beekeepers
are assigned a mentor to help during the first year season. In addition to the three Saturday classes, we will
be holding two virtual follow-up classes showing how to install a package, how to light a smoker, how to
inspect your colony, and other topics of interest to our students. Our Vice President is lining up speakers in
the coming months to speak on relevant topics. First was a speaker on coming out of Winter and getting
ready for Spring. Check our website at www.summitbeekeepers.com for upcoming events. We miss meeting
in person, but in the alternative, Zoom conferences will continue. We hope you all have a great Spring.
Trumbull County Beekeepers
No report- trumbullcountybeekeepers@yahoo.com
Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association
No report ~ www.facebook.com/AshtabulaCountyBeekeepersAssoc/
Portage County Beekeepers
No report ~ https://sites.google.com/site/portagecountybeekeepers/

Regional Director
Mr. Dwight Wells

Regional Representative
Mr. Dan Braden

Top of Ohio Region
Our region has a new group of beekeepers in Logan and Union counties. We held a bee school for Honda
employees again this March. This group of beekeepers now totals approximately 50 members. Production
folks, engineers and management have developed teams to swarm trap, produce queens and overwinter nucs
on Honda property for FFA and 4H members. Many beekeepers in the Top of Ohio Region swarm trap and
maintain Ohio Locally Adapted bee stock.
West Central Ohio Beekeepers Association
The first quarter of 2021 has been busy with Bee schools and mentoring new beekeepers getting ready for
the 2021 beekeeping season. Beekeepers with overwintered hives were busy monitoring their hives.
WCOBA 4-H member Wyatt Hughes received an OSBA 4-H Scholarship on December 5 which is exciting
for our club. Wyatt has a Facebook page to allow club members to follow his first year of beekeeping. Zoom
meetings were used as necessary to convey information when needed. Many of our club members are swarm
trappers so are busy getting swarm traps ready for the 2021 season plus feeding protein flour to our colonies
plus feral honey bees.
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Continued ~ West Central Ohio Beekeepers Association
WCOBA has not been meeting in person during the pandemic. But we have been
busy keeping in contact with our members. Mentoring many new beekeepers has kept
us busy and providing our club new resources of feral honey bees for our collection of
Locally Adapted Honey Bee genetics. One of our new members is Wyatt Hughes, one
of the OSBA 4H Beekeeping Scholarship winners. Dwight Wells has been mentoring
Wyatt since he was awarded his scholarship Dec 5, 2020. WCOBA awarded Wyatt 2
nucs from Mark Beougher, plus he has caught several hanging feral swarms and caught
4 feral swarms in traps he set on friend’s farms.
WCOBA has several new members this year, most have caught swarms
in traps to add to their collection of colonies. The new members have also
brought many areas of experience and expertise into our organization.
Several WCOBA members are on the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
Pollinator Committee supporting Pollinators at WPAFB, especially honey
bees and monarch butterflies. WPAFB is a Bee City USA location. We are
supporting Ohio State Grad Student Harper McMinn-Sauder at WPAFB on
a Soybean project, Harper is working on her PhD. See photo of a hive being monitored in the project. Honey flows from many sources have kept our members busy keeping their
colonies’ brood areas from being honey bound plus assisting new beekeepers we are mentoring how to super
their colonies properly. We are hoping to start in person meetings soon. www.wcoba.com

Miami Valley Beekeepers Association
Miami Valley Beekeepers Association is a multi-county club. Our members range from newbees to beekeepers with double-digit years of beekeeping experience. Our Zoom meetings with guest speakers and local
updates, newsletters and club hives help ensure our members have a variety of educational experiences.
Future in-person meetings are planned for later in the year. Come visit us at www.mvbeekeepers.org

Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers Association
GGLBA wrapped up 2020 with a silent auction and sharing of Christmas treats at our December meeting.
Members donated items for the silent auction which raised $400. Proceeds were split between club members
who received an OSBA 4-H/FFA scholarship and a Samaritan’ Purse International Relief program that helps
people in third world get started in beekeeping.
● Adam Keller received an OSBA youth scholarship and will also be awarded $200 from the club’ silent
auction to support his beekeeping efforts. Adam, along with his parents and sister are all active GGLBA
members. http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/about-osba/opp
● The Samaritan’ Purse beekeeping program provides education, equipment, and bees for people who have
no way to support themselves and are interested in learning beekeeping. The goal of this program is to
help these people help themselves. $200 from the club’ silent auction was donated to support this program.
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/article/bee-project-helps-restore-hope-in-iraq
Since the club’ activities were restricted in 2020 due to COVID-19, a motion was made and approved to
waive 2021 dues for anyone who paid dues in 2020 or attended the GGLBA 2020 Beginning Beekeeping.
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Continued ~ Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers Association
In January Cecily Keller gave an excellent presentation to the club on making soaps, lotions, and related
products with beeswax and/or honey. Cecily explained different soap making processes as well as techniques for creating different effects with color or texture, adding scent, and finishing the soap so it is pleasing in appearance. The products Cecily makes showcase her artistic ability and a flare for marketing. Her
presentation was well-received by those in attendance who asked a number of questions and who also purchased some of the items she had for sale.
February’ meeting featured Mel Disselkoen who shared about his OTS (on-thespot) queen rearing method. Mel’s unique approach to beekeeping and his more
than 40 years of experience challenged those in attendance to “Think outside the
box,”or beehive in this case. Even though some of his methods seem unorthodox, he relies heavily on research done a century ago by G.M Doolittle, C.C.
Miller, and others, and his success speaks for itself. Mel spent quite a bit of
time talking with people after the meeting, and several people purchased copies
of Mel’ book. Much of Mel’ research and content he shared is available
on his website: https://www.mdasplitter.com

Regional Director
Mrs. Nina Bagley

Regional Representative
Mr. Will Merrill

Fairfield County Beekeepers Association
We’ve held a bulk woodenware buying opportunity, with delivery of the pieces and parts in February. Our
Bee School Committee spent a fun day recording sections of our Beginning Beekeeping Presentation for our
two virtual bee school dates in February. We will have trained about 12 new beekeepers by the time this
newsletter comes out. We also provided a 3- box- hive-kit bulk buying opportunity to our new beekeepers and
opened this up to members, as well. We have mentors assigned to our Newbees
and members willing to be hired to build hives for those who can’t do it themselves. We have a list of club members who can supply nucs and queens ready
to go for spring, as well as a swarm list prepared. We keep in touch with each
other using our club Facebook page, even during the winter. It’s a great season
to get some extra beekeeping education, so we share a lot of webinars being
offered all over the country. It’s where we put the word out, when we need
help with something and our members always come through! It’s great to have active members we can count
on to volunteer when we need something - organizing bulk buys or bee school, fund-raising, mentoring, providing bees and nucs, and more.
Our Bee School Chairperson, Danielle Passek was featured on a local TV show, “Down home, with Tina”,
talking about the upcoming Bee School. Our Outreach chairperson, Mary Wampler did a presentation on the
importance of bees and beekeeping to the local Masonic Lodge, and the club an informational booth at the
Hocking County Ag. Days in April. Our speakers have been: Dana Stahlman, sharing his wealth of beekeeping knowledge from decades of beekeeping; Dwight Wells on 48-hour queen cells; and Chris Lucas from Bee
Barons on Spring Hive Tasks. Fairfield County Beekeepers has opened its Bee Yard this spring and is offering inspections and instruction to our newer beekeepers each week. We are getting them involved in the inspections, having the new beekeepers do the work in the hive! Catching swarms has kept many members busy
and lots of our beekeepers have harvested a ton of honey!
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Fairfield County Beekeepers Association
We have continued our ZOOM meetings with instructional speakers. In April, we welcomed Chris Cline
from Butterfly Ridge Butterfly Conservation Center, in Rockbridge, which he and his wife own. He talked to
us about Plants for Pollinators. One thing of interest I learned is that bees focus on one type of bloom at a
time, so planting flowers in masses of 5-7 plants is better for the bees. They can expend less energy flying
from one flower to the next when flowers are close together.
In May, we were thrilled that Randy Oliver had recovered enough to speak for us on Reading Frames. His
presentations are always so interesting! In June, we had our first in-person meeting since February of 2020.
We met at a shelter house in the local park. It was a beautiful evening and over 30 members showed up. We
sat around, socially distanced w/o masks and enjoyed smiling faces and great bee talk! We had a "Gadget
Share" night and learned about many cool hacks our members have discovered or made to use in their beekeeping! Everything from 3-D printed beekeeping items to tools for de- crystalizing honey. Such fun! We
have been invited back to our indoor meeting place, so we will be meeting in-person from here on, hopefully,
at our old spot. We plan to continue to ZOOM our meetings to meet the needs of our members who can’t
make it to meetings; and for speakers, so they don’t have to travel. We’ve had a great bee season, so far!
www.fairfieldcountybeekeepers.org

Mary Wampler at the Masonic Lodge

Central Ohio Beekeepers Association
COBA has hosted two speakers at their Jan/Feb virtual meetings. In January, Dwight Wells
shared information on how Bee Clubs or Beekeepers can cooperate with The Ohio Queen Bee
Improvement Enterprise to obtain queens and produce a more hygienic population of bees to
fight varroa. In February, Dana Stahlman presented “What’s Killing our Bees”. Both presentations were very informative and highlighted the importance of having queens locally produced,
managing mites, and a few new studies that have been published.
COBA was able to award 4 Youth Scholarships this year. COBA sponsors two youth scholarships
every year. Thanks to generous donations from the Latshaw family and another sponsor, two
additional scholarships were offered for 2021. Recipients for the 2021 scholarships are: Abigail
Lister, Anthony Hoepfner, Gabe Bertin and Nick Kovacs. Until COBA is allowed to have “inperson” sessions and time at the First Year Bee Yard, Penelope Mishne had zoom meetings every
two weeks with the scholars. Each recipient also has a mentor to help them be successful. Tess
Conrad began Bee School for new members on February 20th and 27th with a final session on
March 6th. At the February Board meeting 42 people were signed up for the 3 sessions with more
expected as dates approached. COBA has been offered a new opportunity to establish a Bee Yard
at Easton Town Center which COBA has accepted. Med Lutmerding will lead the volunteers to
help with this endeavor. The First Year Bee Yard will operate virtually again for 2021 until we
hear from The OSU about permission to operate at Waterman Farm. Winnie Williams is gathering mentors to help our newer members. New beekeepers will receive the list of mentors with Zip
Codes to help connect mentees to a mentor in their area.
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Continued ~ Central Ohio Beekeepers Association
In spite of a Pandemic, COBA has created ways to keep their members connected and offer
helpful information to make successful Beekeepers. Everyone’s volunteer time is greatly appreciated to make the organization successful. Visit the COBA website
http://centralohiobeekeepers.org/
ECOBA
East Central Ohio Beekeepers successfully managed 7 individual beekeeping classes over a period of 4
weekends, with 7 attendees per class to meet the COVID mandates. Our build day for new beekeepers was
in March, and we scheduled this in three locations to accommodate COVID gathering restrictions. Our monthly meetings for members continue to be held as ZOOM meetings. https://www.e-coba.org
Knox County Beekeepers
Knox County Beekeepers Association held virtual class now in 4 sessions. There were 50 people enrolled.
The course was taught by club members. The virtual course format went very well with a high level of interaction between students and students and instructors. The presentation for each of the 4 sessions has been recorded for student access at their leisure. Members report colonies are doing well. Supplemental feeding is
being used by some members to make sure hives make it through the dearth. www.knoxbees.com
Scioto Valley Beekeepers
The Scioto Valley Beekeepers resumed in-person meetings in March using health department best practices to
prevent the spread of Covid. Plans are in place for an in-person bee school in April for new beekeepers in Pickaway and surrounding counties. Members reported varying degrees of colony mortality over the winter. As one
might expect, losses to newer beekeepers are unfortunately more severe. Experienced beekeepers are managed
losses a little better due to use of winter preparation strategies they have found successful in the past. Scioto
Valley Beekeepers maintains about a dozen hives at the Slate Run Living Historical Farm in the northern part
of the county. The hives are in a prominent location within the farm and very popular among the farm’s guests.
Members plan to repaint many of the hives this year and swap out older boxes with new equipment.
Scioto Valley Beekeepers is very grateful to surrounding bee clubs and OSBA for graciously sharing guest
presentations remotely with our members at no charge during this pandemic, and particularly to OSBA for its
efforts to financially support clubs in dire need due to Covid-related revenue losses.
www.sciotovalleybeekeepers.com

Regional Director
Mr. Lloyd Horst

Regional Representative
Mr. Joe Heider

Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers
News from Guernsey Noble Beekeepers: For our January thru March meetings via zoom, the following topics
were discussed:
January 2021 – Our Presenter was Jim Smith, a master of trapping swarms. The presentation was an interview type program with power point slides. Don Crock went
through the power point asking Jim who has been 100% successful about his secrets
of swarm Trapping. Jim explained the importance of design, bait and location being
vital in the success.
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Continued ~ Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers
February 2021 – February meeting was an exciting and informative presentation presented by Ben Nichols, (Ohio Department of Agriculture Bee Inspector for Noble
County). Ben reported a summary of apiary inspections for the State, Noble and
Guernsey Counties. He also presented the Apiary Registration process, laws and rules.
Ben finished the program discussing a Bee Keeper’ Calendar month by month.
March 2021 – Steve Roth from the Tri-State Beekeepers club was our guest speaker for
March. Steve presented one of our most requested topics “warm prevention” Steve, a
very talented and experienced beekeeper from the Tri-State area presented a power point
presentation on how to prevent swarms. Steve concluded the presentation by answering
questions from the club members.
For more information about Guernsey Noble Beekeepers visit at the following website:
www.guernseynoblebeekeepers.com or Facebook Guernsey Noble Beekeepers
Tri-County Beekeepers
Beekeepers are in my opinion adventurous. Living adventurously need not be about rowing oceans or
crossing deserts. Rather it is choosing to approach every day with an attitude of gratitude, curiosity, excitement, purpose, adventure and expectancy. Some of the adventures we have planned at Tri-County Beekeepers this year included our Vendor Workshop at the Wayne County Fairgrounds March 6th. Our lineup of
speakers included OSBA president Peggy Garnes February 24th with a presentation on the production of
comb honey. March we were with Bobbi Heider (OSBA director Joe Heider’s wife) for a presentation on
lotions and potions. http://www.tricountybeekeepers.org

Carroll County Beekeepers
No report ~ https://www.facebook.com/groups/CarrollCountyBeekeepersAssociation/

Columbiana Mohoning County Beekeepers Association
No report ~ http://cmcba.net/

Coshocton County Beekeepers Association
No report ~ www.coshoctonbeekeepers.com

Jefferson County Beekeepers
No report ~ http://jeffcobeesohio.weebly.com/

Stark County Beekeepers
No report ~ www.starkbeekeepers.org
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Regional Director
Mr. Alex Zomchek

Regional Representative
Mr. Rich Stewart

Greene County Beekeepers Association
Greene County Beekeepers Association members had another dynamic quarter of education and timely information. Specialized moderated sessions preceding our monthly meetings were dedicated to beginner beekeeper Q&A. During our regular and “plus” meetings, guest speakers this quarter included Audrey Sheridan,
Bill Hesbach, Mike Palmer, Ana Heck, Jennifer Berry, along with local information updates from our members. New-bees continue to sign up for mentors, and the board continues to work on plans to expand club
member education at all levels.
Warren County Beekeepers
Visit https://warrencountyohiobeekeepers.org for our upcoming meeting information.
Butler County Beekeepers
We typically hold monthly meetings the second Thursday of every month at the Miami University Ecology
Research Center (5806 Somerville Road, Oxford, OH 45056) check our FB page
https://www.facebook.com/Butlercountybeekeepers/ or email karri_w@yahoo.com

Southwestern Ohio Beekeepers
No report ~ www.swohiobeekeepers.com
Clinton County Beekeepers
The members of the Beekeepers of Clinton county meet the second Tuesday of every month at Dove Church
in Wilmington at 7:00 pm. These meetings are very insightful for new and experienced beekeepers and are
great to share knowledge and the trials of beekeeping. The meetings are led by Rich Stewart, Clinton County
Beekeeper President and Master Beekeeper. Even with the COVID pandemic, we were able to have 19 members safely attend the meeting in March. Our topic for the meeting was spring feeding. We reviewed how to
check the weight of the hives and how to determine if feeding is necessary. The members learned about the
various types of feed and how to place it into the hives. This club loves to share what they are experiencing in
their apiaries and are willing to help each other overcome beekeeping challenges. For more information,
please check us out on Facebook @Beekeepers of Clinton County. To reach the club please contact the communications representative, Brenda Compliment at clintoncountybeekeepers@gmail.com
~ https://www.facebook.com/groups/250625229195238/
The honeybees fly and work all day,
buzz, buzz, buzz, they always say.
Oh! how hard they work and strive;
All the bees that fly about the hive.
Smell the sweet perfume: ah, it’s warm and sunny.
Grab me some pollen, let’s make some bee honey,
Oh what joy to soar through the air, how funny;
Take up some pollen, let’s whip up some honey.
Oh, can’t you see how the bees thrive
As they dive in and out of that hive.
From flower to flower they go and they play,
buzz, buzz, buzz, the bees always say.
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Regional Director
Mrs. Kelly Morse

Regional Representative
Mr. Jim Hopkins

The Ohio Valley Region was honored to present the OSBA Hall of Fame award
to the family of our very own member Emeritus Jim Higgins, former President of
Highland County Beekeepers also known as “Dr. Sting”. Pictured right, current
President of the Highland County Beekeepers Tom House and Tom Wetzel, who
assisted Jim in later years, are shown to the right giving the award to Dave Higgins
in the beekeeping equipment area of Higgins Metal Roofing where the family
continues on in Jim’s memory.
Adams County Ohio Beekeepers Association
We held elections at their February 2021 meeting since they were unable to last year. New officers are:
President Dave Mangus, Vice President Heidi Price and Shirley Hartman as Secretary and Treasurer. Four
Youth Hive Scholarships for 2021 were awarded to Mason Cox, Colt Johnson, Chelsey Rowland and Kaitlyn
Schumacher. State Apiarist Barb Bloetscher was in the area performing inspections with Adams County In
spector Dave Mangus and stayed to speak to the group. A generous donation of a motorized extractor was
offered as a door prize at the June meeting and Youth Hive Scholarship recipient Mason Cox of West Union
was the lucky winner. He and his mentor and club President Dave Mangus will be putting it to good use in
the future.ACBA meetings start at 7pm every third Thursday of the month at the Bible Baptist Church on
41 in West Union. For more information visit
www.facebook.com/Adams-County-Beekeepers-Association-214316711916893/
Brown County Beekeepers Association
The Brown County Beekeepers have been meeting monthly this spring, observing all guidelines established
by the local health department of wearing masks; social distancing and utilizing hand sanitizer. Guest speakers have been limited because of Covid concerns, so many of our educational programs have been given by
club members.
Our April 12th educational program discussed the pros and cons of utilizing oxalic acid for mite treatments
and the various methods that can be used to apply it to the hive. The general consensus was that the application by the fogger treatment was too inconsistent in its application of oxalic acid whereas the oxalic acid vaporizer method required precise measurement of the acid for each treatment.
George Anderson was the guest speaker for our May 11th meeting. George is the owner operator of GM Bee
Farm and the Clermont County House of Honey in Newtonsville, Ohio, a local provider of queen bees and
nucs. His program on "Queen Rearing and Beehive Splits" was very informative and opened the door for
numerous questions from the membership relating to these topics.
With swarm season well underway, the question is often asked, " how do you deal with those swarms entwined in a shrub or bush?" How about a bee vacuum? Our June 8th meeting featured various club members
sharing the variety of bee vacuums they use for obtaining swarms and doing bee removals. It was very enlightening to see the various designs that they had developed to deal with removing bees by a vacuum method.
With the easing of Covid restrictions, the club is once again making public appearances. On April 25th, the
club returned to participated in Grant's Farm and Greenhouses spring open house. We discuss beekeeping
with those curious about the topic, advising people on various native plants that are the most beneficial to
pollinators. On May 8th, Louiso Garden Center invited us to participate in their spring open house as well.
The garden center programs provide us the opportunity to educate people on one of the main factors effecting bees today, the loss of habitat, and what they can do to help the bees.
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Continued ~ Brown County Beekeepers Association
The easing of Covid restrictions is also opening up the opportunity for club members to once again provide
educational programs to the community. On June 17th the Clermont County Ruff'n Stuff 4-H'ers were given
an insight into the importance of bees to our ecosystem after the program of "Bees and Pollination". On June
24th, the Fayetteville, Ohio branch of the Brown County Library System presented, " An Introduction to
Beekeeping". Visit us at browncountybeekeepersassociation.org or
https://www.facebook.com/browncountybeekeepers for upcoming educational speaker information.
Gallia County Beekeepers Association
Gallia County Beekeepers is meeting the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm. We will be meeting at
Fellowship of Faith in Rio Grande, Ohio. The space allows us proper social distancing to meet in person.
We will also be streaming our meetings via Zoom. In 2021, we are planning a teaching apiary at our new
meeting location as well as a Beekeeping 201 class. To learn more about the Gallia County Beekeepers
Association or join our email list, contact Chris Blank at chris@galliabees.com. Learn more about GCBA
on their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/2317700341608048/
Highland County Beekeepers Association
We are hoping to resume meetings in the near future ~
Ohio River Beekeepers Society (Ohio Valley)
Misty Spring Akers mistyakers@ymail.com www.facebook.com/groups/1308698889164047/

Regional Director
Open Position

Regional Representative
Mr. Don Crock

Guernsey Noble Beekeepers
For our November meeting via zoom, the following topics were discussed:
1. Discussion on the Smith-Crock project on developing local nucs. This is a project that was started in the
Spring of 2020 in hopes to develop a viable source of local bees to our club for 2021.
2. Ohio State Department of Agriculture Bee Inspector for Noble County provided a summary of the 2020
annual inspections with trends, problems and recommendations.
3. Club discussion on preparing our bees for winter.
Our December zoom meeting presented an energetic Brandi Young, speaking about her beekeeping experience during her first two years of beekeeping. Brandi’s experience included the following but not limited to:
1. Purchasing a package of bees with a virgin queen flying away during installation.
2. Within 5 weeks of the other package, the bees swarmed.
3. Her experience of replacing a poorly laying queen.
4. Treatment of colonies with a high percentage of mites and surviving the winter successfully.
5. Having a colony with a laying worker.
Brandi never gave up and has become very well versed as a successful beekeeper.
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Continued ~ Guernsey Noble Beekeepers
New elected officers for the Guernsey Noble Beekeepers 2021 – 2022 year: Don Crock, President, Misty
Wyscarver, Secretary and Mike Allen, Trustee. For more information about Guernsey Noble Beekeepers visit
at the following www.guernseynoblebeekeepers.com or Facebook at Guernsey Noble Beekeepers.
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/osba-nominations/

Tri-State Beekeepers Association
No report. www.tristatebeekeepers.com
Athens County Area Bee Association
No report. http://athensbeekeepers.org/
Mid-Ohio Valley Beekeepers Association
No report. http://movba.org/
Would you like to have your club/association posted in the next quarterly newsletter?
The 2021 October edition deadline is September 1st, 2020
Contact Kelly Morse - newsletter@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Ohio State Beekeepers Association
Search events

Honey-Pineapple
Upside-Down Cake
2/3 cup honey
1 (15.25-oz.) can pineapple slices in juice, drained
1 1/3 cups sugar
3/4 cup butter, softened
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1/4 cup plain yellow cornmeal
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon table salt
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
3/4 cup buttermilk
3 large eggs
Honey Glaze
¼ cup honey
1 tablespoon light brown sugar
1 tablespoon butter
Bring honey, brown sugar, and butter, simmer in a pan.
Cook 1 minute.

Visit https://www.eventbrite.com/ to locate webinars
from beekeeping associations across the globe. Most
presentations are free to attend. Don’t forget to sign
up for all of the OSBA events too.
Step 1
Preheat oven to 350°. Pour honey into a buttered 10-inch
cast-iron skillet, tilting skillet to spread evenly. Top with
pineapple.
Step 2
Beat sugar and butter at medium speed with a heavy-duty
electric stand mixer until fluffy. Stir in vanilla. Whisk together flour and next 4 ingredients. Whisk together buttermilk and eggs. Add flour mixture to sugar mixture alternately with buttermilk mixture, beginning and ending with
flour mixture. Beat until blended. Spread batter over pineapple.
Step 3
Bake at 350° for 50 minutes or until a wooden pick inserted in center comes out clean, shielding with aluminum foil
after 45 minutes to prevent excessive browning, if necessary. Cool in skillet on a wire rack 10 minutes.
Step 4
Invert cake onto a serving platter. Drizzle with Honey
Glaze. Let cool 15 minutes before serving.
Enjoy this tasty treat with friends & family!
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A bee is an exquisite chemist. ~Royal Beekeeper to Charles II

70
7

Ohio Partnership Program
Scholarship Winners
18

U

SC

The scholarship winners have been working hard with their colonies
and learning as much as they can. They are gaining knowledge from the
virtual Beginning Beekeepers Course, Ohio regional associations/clubs, association
/club officers, area mentors, ODA County Inspectors, and others. The 4-H and FFA judging has been going
on for the last couple of weeks. Those students that were selected to move onto the Ohio State competition,
will compete on Thursday, August 5th at the Ohio State Fairgrounds. We wish each of them the best and
looking forward to judging this years’ participants.
I picked up my bees May 28 from Paul
Muller, a local beekeeper who had some
nucs to sell. As soon as they arrived, I got
them situated with water sources, and took
the opportunity to do an experiment. I had
read that bees may be more attracted by
water with a hint of chlorine in it so I put a
Soren Frederiksen dash in one of the water bowls I have setup,
Southwestern Ohio
Beekeepers Assoc. but it seems they prefer the non-chlorinated
one. I did my first hive inspection on June
4, with the help of my mentor Yasser Almusawy. It was really nice to have him there to tell
me how to hold the frames and
what to be looking for. I was able
to visually identify one of the
queens, but it was clear the other
made it safely too because there
were eggs and larva in the hive.
Both queens are laying quite well
and there is plenty of brood. I've
decided to name one of them Queen Victoria, and the other
Queen Elizabeth. Although the weather has been raining, I
have enjoyed watching the bees fly in and out of the hive
on the nice days. It's fun to seen them leave and come back
loaded with pollen.
This spring in April, I moved my overwintered hive to its current location at the
FFA Land Lab near the Fort Loramie State
Park. In May, I received my nuc (gifted to
me by the Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers
Association) and installed it into a 8-frame
hive. My existing hive that I had overwinAdam Keller
Greater Grand Lake tered, formed 10 queen cells which I deBeekeepers Assoc. stroyed all but three that looked the largest
after I found that my hive had swarmed
with the mated queen leaving the hive. I was fortunate
enough that when I was doing my hive inspection, I was
able to see the new queen chew herself out of her cell. I
had never seen this happen and was very excited to witness

this occur. Two weeks later, I inspected this hive again and
found that the workers had filled out all of the frames with
comb and were filling the new comb with nectar and were
actually capping honey. I added another box to the hive to
hopefully provide room for the
newly mated queen to lay. This
queen was now mated and starting to lay but was hampered by
the lack of room. My new hive
however, is an overwintered
queen, and she is laying excellent brood pattern and already
built out the 8 frames and so
I’ve also added another box. My goal this year is for honey
production, so I won’t be making splits unless needed to
prevent swarming. I also have been putting water on my
hives as our area is experiencing a dry spell.
Thank you for choosing me as one of your
recipients for the OSBA Partnership Program.
I'm very grateful for this amazing opportunity.
Since I found out I was chosen for one of the
partnerships, I've taken advantage of a lot of
the bee webinars, beginner classes and have
attended club meetings. I have received my
Emma Wing
Maumee Valley equipment and will begin building my boxes
Beekeepers Assoc. first so then when I get my frames built I can
set those in my boxes and be good to go. The
reason we start with the boxes instead of the frames is because if we build the frame and put the wax foundation in,
the wax is more likely to be broken or damaged if I don't
have a place to keep them secure. I have 2 hives from last
year that we made, and 2 nucs I just bought one I hope to
use as a resource nuc just in case I run into an issue like
last year. The other nuc box I hope to use for queen rearing
and or drone exchanges. With the partnerships 2 hives now
too, I'm hoping to get all my hives up and running this
summer. I can't wait to see my hives grow and grow. I will
also be joining a class dedicated to queen bee grafting.
When I get my hives up and running I will try raising my
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own queens and work diligently at varroa management. I
lost my only colony just coming out of the cold snap we
had. I check the dead bees in a
alcohol mite wash and was happy
to find zero mites. I figure the
OA treatment at Thanksgiving
helped with that result. Again,
thank you for this opportunity
and all the educational webinars
you put out. I'm looking forward
to getting BeeYOUnique Apiary
buzzing this year and bringing you along on my journey!
My name is Lily Clark, and I have used
the materials I received my scholarship to
build my hives, plus I purchased additional
materials to build a third hive. I now have
three full hives; we caught a swarm of bees
a few days before I got two nucs in May.
So far, we have treated my bees for varroa
Lily Clark
mites and beetles. Even in my very robust
Black Fork
Bee Club
hive there were some pretty big beetles.
During book judging at my county fair, I received an A/
Outstanding rating for my FFA SAE beekeeping project.
I attended a meeting for the Blackfort Bee Club where I
gained a ton of knowledge from local beekeepers. It was a
very nice opportunity. When inspecting my hives, we
d
found that two of my hives were honey bound in the brood
so we removed six frames total and put empty frames in to
help build the brood up. We set the honey frames aside for
the bees to clean later. We did take a little bit of honey to
see how it would taste even though it's pretty early in the
season to collect honey. I also worked with my brother
who took a welding project through 4-H and he welded a
hive stand for my hives.

Then a week later all of the bee supplies got dropped off.
So me and my dad started to build some of the hive bodies.
The hive that we already have from last year is 10 frame
equipment and we got eight frame equipment so it was a
little bit different than before but not that much so we finished 2 pretty quickly. So it is going to be different to make
them. When you have plastic foundation they pop right into
the frame but wax will crack and break if you do that so
you have to disassemble the bottom of the frame to put it
in and it will take about 5 times longer. But the bees like
the wax foundation more than the plastic foundation so
they will hopefully build honeycomb faster than our first
hive.!
In the past few weeks I have been attending Beginning Beekeeping Classes with my
mentor as well as working on putting my
boxes and frames together. I have got a few
more frames to finish and then I can paint!
Charles Clark II
Tuscarawas County
Beekeepers Assoc.

After receiving my scholarship I made a
plan to start my beekeeping journey. In the
Spring I set out 15 feeders across 3 counties
and 6 properties. I then watched to see which
feeders were seeing activity from feral bees.
In April, I began setting out swarm traps. May
1st I got a call to do my first swarm removal
in Dayton, OH. I got a warm with 3 unmated
Wyatt Hughes
West Central Ohio queens and made 3 mating nucs. I have workBeekeepers Assoc. ed my way up to 25 hives between swarm
traps and catching feral swarms in peoples yards. I work
hard to feed and add boxes to my hives every week. I check
my hives for mites and other insects eery month by doing
an alcohol wash. I also inspect my mites for chewing which
has been very successful. July 24th we extracted honey from
I have been working hard to prepare for 6 hives and got 185 pounds of honey. I am very proud of
the upcoming spring. One of the first thing my journey and can’t wait to go to the state fair.
that happened when it warmed up recently
was my bees came out and started flying.
We started off with the bee school, I atSo they aren't dead and they survived the
tended as many sessions as I could. Got the
winter! Me and my dad went out to our
delivery of beekeeping supplies from
hive to look and see how many bees there
Zane Batterson
were
and
we
took
the
sugar
board
off
and
OSBA. Put all my hives boxes together as
Central Ohio
Beekeepers Assoc. it was barely chewed through. So we were
I was shown by my mentors. Started assemworried. That is until we started seeing tons
bling my frames and tomorrow we are buyNatalie
of bees flying out of the entrance to defend the hive so we
left. Then the next day the hive was buzzing with activity. Cunningham ing paint to paint my hive boxes. I am exMedina County
Beekeepers Assoc. cited to begin my journey in beekeeping.
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O h i o S t a t e B e e ke e p e r s . . . h e l p i n g y o u b e c o m e a b e t t e r b e e ke e p e r.

OSBA Conference Committee
The conference committee has elected to hold the OSBA Fall Conference virtually through Zoom just like
it was last year, 2020. With Covid restrictions, we were looking for another venue that would allow 600 ~
800 attendees. As everyone knows, this was about impossible early in the year. We even considered having
the event at Ohio State Fairgrounds. After some debate, we published a Survey Monkey ~ survey with four
options, asking our members for their feedback. After having the survey open for 4 weeks and with over 700
people replying, the feedback was clear. Most of the members elected not attend a face-to-face/in-person
meeting. This continues to tell us that though restrictions have been lifted, meeting in large groups is still a
concern for everyone, leading us to move forward with the virtual Zoom format. To improve things from
last year, we wanted to add a little more in this year’s events. We are adding a Thursday/Friday 30-minute
multi-tracks sessions ranging from beginners to senior beekeepers to learn from. You will be able to use the
Zoom links to jump from presentation to presentation. This allows you to select what interest you. There will
be a posted schedule with each speakers’, presentation, time, and Zoom link coming soon.
Thursday, Nov 4th - 7:00pm

Track
1

Beginner

2 Intermediate
3 Journeyman
4

Speaker & Presentation

Zoom Link

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 865 7569 7555

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 865 1576 5241

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 864 1355 3578

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 865 2154 8079

E
L
P
Y
M
L
A
S ON
Specialty

Thursday, Nov 4th - 7:30pm

Track
1

Beginner

2 Intermediate
3 Journeyman
4

Specialty

Speaker & Presentation
resentation
resenta
tion

Zoom Link

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 865 7569 7555

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 865 1576 5241

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 864 1355 3578

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 865 2154 8079

Thursday,, No
Nov
v 4th - 8:00pm

Track

Presentation
Speaker & Present
P
resent tion

Zoom Link

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 865 7569 7555

2 Intermediate
3 Journeyman

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 865 1576 5241

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 864 1355 3578

4

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 865 2154 8079

1

Beginner

Specialty

Thursday,
Thur
Thursda
sday
sday
y,, No
Nov
v 4th - 8:30pm

Track
Track

Presentation
Speaker & Present
P
resenta
ation
tion

Zoom Link

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 865 7569 7555

2 Intermediate

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 865 1576 5241

3

Journeyman

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 864 1355 3578

4

Specialty

Name

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86523542029
Meeting ID: 865 2154 8079

1

Beginner

The Ohio State Beekeepers Association is pleased
to announce the 2021 Ohio State Beekeepers Association ~ Multi-track Sessions/Fall Conference. This
VIRTUAL ZOOM
event will be held virtually with multi-tracks on
Thursday - November 4th, Friday - November 5th
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6
from 7:00pm - 9:00pm and the full conference on
Saturday - November 6th 8:00am - 5:00pm. We have many great speakers lined up! You can learn new beekeeping techniques, the latest research on pests and diseases, ways to market your honey, and new products
to make and sell to customers! You can find more information about the OSBA ~ Fall Conference/Breakout
Sessions and the agenda will be posted on our website at www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org and you can register
online at Eventbrite in the upcoming month.
Recorded sessions will be available two weeks after the event for registrants to watch for two weeks. If you
have questions about the Ohio State Beekeepers Association ~ Fall Conference/Breakout Sessions, contact
Vice President Tom Rathbun at vice-president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
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No bees, no honey; no work, no money. ~Proverb

OSBA Fall Conference

VIRTUAL ZOOM

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6

Would you like to promote your business by advertising on the OSBA Fall Conference - Zoom webinar? You
can supply your own video and/or graphics to the below speciﬁcations to maximize the output. Each video is
allocated a 20/30 second spot and each still/graphic will be rotated every 12 to 14 seconds. Your ad(s) will be
shared multiple times throughout the day, between each speaker’s presentation.
Videos - 1920 x 1080, 24 fpm with export format set for .mp4 that will be combined into the ﬁnal production.
Graphic - 1920 x 1080 px, vertical or horizontal graphic ad will be placed into the ﬁnal video production. See
below for maximizing the screen.
Dead space
additional info

additional info

Combina on A
8.5 x 11 ver cal

8.5 x 11 horizontal

Graphics/Artwork

Video - 24fps
additional info

Regional Director

Regional Director

Regional Director

Representative

Representative

Representative

Regional Director

Regional Director

Regional Director

Representative

Representative

Representative

Regional Director

Regional Director

Regional Director

Representative

Representative

Representative

1920p x 1080p - 600/1200 dpi CMYK

Combina on B

1920p x 1080p CMYK

Ohio State Beekeepers
Association, Inc.
Zoom Round Table Discussion

Video - High Resolution
Useful Tips:
1. Record with the device horizontally.
2. Record in the highest resolu on possible.
3. Use both hands to stabilize the movement.
4. Keep the presenter & subject in full frame view.
5. Do not zoom in/out as we will do it in post produc on.
6. Keep the video within 20 to 30 seconds, 30 seconds max.
7. Have fun!

August 15, 2020
Saturday 2-4 PM
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CURRENT TOPICS AND
MEETING IDEAS

http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/event/osba-round-table-discussion/
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Please feel free to contact us with any questions, contact us by email
conference-committee@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
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Each year, OSBA takes nominations for Officer Nominations, Beekeeper of the Year and Propolis Award to be presented/voted upon at the Fall Conference. You’re welcome to download the nomination forms at
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/osba-nominations/
The OSBA Nominating Committee will be sending an e-mail letter to all OSBA Board Member candidates on record
that are running for a position to be voted upon during the OSBA Fall Conference. This letter requested each candidate
create a biography using six questions developed by the Nominating Committee. The candidate response will be used to
inform the general membership of who the candidates are and how they position themselves as qualified for the positions. The responses that the Nominating Committee has received will be made available on the OSBA website, with
the links to each candidate’s response. The candidate’s responses to the six questions/bio are posted in their original
format, unedited and uncensored. The positions up for election this year are: OSBA President, OSBA Secretary,
Buckeye Hills Regional Director, and Miami Valley Regional Director.
The OSBA Conference Committee will be accepting candidate applications by OSBA membership. Members that
would like to nominate an individual for an award are asked to write of letter of recommendation about the nominee, a
biography, and what award you would recommend. The awards available this year are: Beekeeper of the Year, Propolis
Award, Lifetime Achievement Award, and Hall of Fame.

Live Webinar Training Series ~ previous recorded educational training.
Be sure to SUBSCRIBE and LIKE the video’s, this way you will be alerted
when we upload new videos like the , educational training, how-to, and short
educational clips. Don’t miss out!
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOFVaRx00YMUvbVtTR2RxsQ

Apiculture Terms - Nina Bagley

LIVE WEBINAR TRAINING 2021

In search of speakers & presentations that are requested from your Survey Monkey survey feed
back. Take 2 minutes to fill it out at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WTDLB9J you can even
fill it out every month as we add more titles, speakers, and presentations after each show. The
presentation will now only be on the 4th Sunday of each month. This allows us time to spend into other items
within OSBA. If you would like to receive the monthly Live Webinar Training Newsletter, click the link &
sign- up at http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/contact-us/join-our-mailing-list/

Join
Time to renew your 2021 membership. Memberships: Individual - $20.00, Family - $25.00,
Lifetime - $200.00, Student - $15.00, or Senior - $15.00 per year 2021 - 2022. This helps
support activities and projects that benefit our beekeeping community. You do not need to
be a beekeeper or live in Ohio to join OSBA. Membership includes on-going activities of
the association to promote honey bees and beekeeping, voting in annual elections, discounts
on publications, and the subscription to this quarterly newsletter. See page 57 for the membership registration form or join online at http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/?s=membership

For bees, the flower is the fountain of life, For flowers, the bee is the messenger of love. ~ Kahlil Gibran
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THE BEGINNERS DEPARTMENT
by Ralph Ziegler

MODERN BEEKEEPERS, Walter T Kelley, April 1952
If you installed your
bees during the early
part of April and have
kept sugar syrup in the
feeders ever since they
will, by now, be well
started in drawing out
the foundation into a
beautiful new comb.
Have you looked into
them lately?

They become docile and easy to manage and can be
“pushed around” without offering any resistance after
eating so much. Within a few minutes after smoking a
hive, the cover may be safely removed and the frames
containing the combs may be lifted out one at a time, for
inspection and observation. Any further control desired
may be had by blowing smoke over the top bars of the
frames. Use no more smoke than needed to control the
colony; too much smoke enrages bees.

The condition you will find within the hive will depend
upon the length of time the bees have been hived and upMany beginners, after on the faithfulness with which you have kept syrup in the
having their bees, be- feeders. A hive started from a 3 pound package consumes
come afraid of them
at least a pint of heavy sugar syrup a day for the first 7 to
and never attempt to open the hive again to inspect them.
10 days. After that, they gradually take more until a full
Apparently when they see the bees taking over with such a quart will hardly last them 24 hours.
possessive attitude they hesitate to dispute ownership of the
equipment.
Most beginners make the mistake of discontinuing feeding entirely too soon. They seem to think that when the
Of course, there are both right and wrong ways to apflowers begin appearing in the fields the bees can get all
proach and open a beehive and use of the latter is usually
the food they need for them and feeding is no longer
rewarded with a number of painful stings. One should alnecessary. Nothing could be further from the truth beways approach a hive from the side or rear, not at the encause, first of all, not all flowers produce nectar and some
trance. To approach from the front would be comparable to of the early spring flowers that do, secrete only a very thin
loitering in a main alleyway at a busy manufacturing plant. watery nectar that is very low in sugar content. The
You would be slowing down production and would be ask- weather becomes a limiting factor in early spring even if
ed, in no uncertain terms, to move on. Standing before a
there is plenty of nectar available: bees seldom leave the
beehive would be obstructing the main flyway and slowing hive whenever the temperature falls below 60° degrees.
down production. Is it any wonder, then, that the bees
should ask you to move on in a manner that makes up in
Much food is required for brood rearing and increasing
certainty what it lacks in courtesy? So, always approach a the strength of the colony. The colony is often sorely
hive from the side or the rear!
taxed to provide enough nectar to satisfy the hungry brood
in springtime. It should be remembered that a newly inTo attempt opening a hive without the use of smoke is in- stalled 3 pound package is comparable to only a rather
viting disaster. From a bee’s viewpoint, to enter a hive with- weak colony and as such must be fed until all the frames
out first making your presence known is unethical, and the are full of brood and syrup or honey. Usually they must be
offender is not considered worthy of further courtesy. Igno- fed for 4 to 6 weeks and each colony should consume
rance is no excuse to a bee!
about 50 pounds of sugar in the form of heavy syrup. If
there is any one thing that is absolutely essential to sucFire up your smoker until it produces an abundance of
ceeding with package bees it is feeding. Many other
heavy white smoke. Then blow a few good puffs into the
things may be substituted, neglected, or even omitted
entrance and, inserting a hive tool under the inner cover,
entirely but as long as feeding is faithfully done, the colblow several puffs inside without raising the inner cover
ony will get along all right.
enough to let any bees escape.
What’s Old is New Again!
Bees have an instinctive fear of fire, and smoke frightens
and disorganizes them. They immediately set about to gorge
themselves with honey so that everything would not be lost
if matter should come to the worst and it became necessary
to “abandon ship”.
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2/11/21, SRVBA-OSBA, Modern Beekeeping, April 1952,
Walter T Kelly, Author Ralph Ziegler, The Beginners
Department, 129-137

How Doth the Little Busy Bee
by Isaac Watts

How doth the little busy bee
Improve each shining hour,
And gather honey all the day
From every opening flower!
How skillfully she builds her cell!
How neat she spreads the wax!
And labors hard to store it well
With the sweet food she makes.

Ohio State Beekeepers Association, Inc.

Zoom Round Table Discussion
October 16, 2020

Saturday 9-11 AM

Why Are My Bees So Aggressive?
By Denzil St Clair

I fully realize that as I write this article that the subject matter is not popular
nor upbeat, but just the same, I feel it is necessary and may become more so as time passes.

Of all the topics in beekeeping, this is the most avoided and skirted, especially in printed form. It is, however, discussed more in private for what I think/hope are obvious reasons. However, just ignoring this problem is not the solution either because it is not going away anytime soon. I further think that this may well become the next, greatest problem or threat facing (urban) beekeeping and it is for these reasons that I bring up this subject matter at this time.
All beekeepers will at some point in their beekeeping career come into contact with an aggressive colony or aggressive
bees, and it is far better to have a plan in place and have realistic expectations as to what needs to be done and when.
Let me start this composition with a personal story. A long, long time ago, in a land far, far away, when my daughter
was 16 and learning to drive (even though she had a driver’s
license), I came home from work one day in early December to
find six colonies at the entrance of the driveway in one jumbled,
mangled pile. I could see fresh tire tracks in the snow going right
through the little square pile of white bowling balls. I stared at
the mangled pile of debris for a few moments trying to visualize
the sequence of events that created this possible murder scene
with all the perception of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, but no one,
not even Professor Moriarty would do such a dastardly deed.
Now, let me ask you, do you think these bees were aggressive?
YES, VERY - this is one of the few times I had to walk away,
take a few breaths and come back to finish the job. I lost three of
the six, not knowing what little white box went to what little white box or where. Was the aggression justified, understandable and expected? YES! Were we able to determine what caused the aggression? YES! Were we able to fix the
problem? Partially! Did we learn? YES! No more colonies at the entrance of the driveway. Keep colonies farther apart!
Have a serious conversation with daughter!
I think that first I need to establish what is truly an aggressive colony of bees or aggressive characteristics. Bees that
rush out violently and noisily when opened; 10 or more rushing your face/veil immediately; bees that follow you 10 or
more feet from a colony, banging at your mask and suit; bees that attack when not being disturbed at all; bees that were
always a little testy, never gentle; or possibly bees that turned hostile with a new queen; are deemed aggressive bees.
Working with an aggressive colony can be frightening and dangerous and in most cases (immediate) help should be
sought-out and the colony destroyed. An occasional bee sting is normal and there are other instances below and above
which aggression can be expected. In beekeeping, beekeepers usually want and are quite satisfied with pat answers to
any question, many answers are given for the sake of simplicity or convenience. Slogging through other individuals’
problems and using real thought or rationalization to resolve issues takes time and effort. In reality nothing is usually
simple, especially in beekeeping. One of the most common, pat answers to aggressive behavior in a newly established
package or nuc in midsummer is, “they finally have a home and brood to protect.” Was this not true several weeks to a
month ago when their attitude was entirely different/better?
Aggression in honey bees can be attributed to one of three different factors: environment, state or conditions within the
colony, or genetics. Genetics can be difficult to diagnose and is usually done so through a process of elimination,
meaning it is not environment or colony conditions. In other words, there is no real reason for this adolescent outburst
and it cannot be explained in other means. To start with the (first and most important) factor with genetics is knowing
where the gene pool originated from in the first place, and staying away from known areas of the country that exhibit
Africanized honey bee characteristics. This information can be found on any map of the U.S. requesting such information. If you purchased a package/colony/nuc, this may mean, where did the seller purchase the breeder queen? Or
the queen mother? Or the queen within the purchased nuc/package/colony? If you purchase a queen from a fellow beekeeper, from where did the queen gene pool originate? This may be difficult to determine as some producers in known
Africanized locations purchase or produce their queens from other states/locations. But ask, and if you are not ~
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Continued: Why Are My Bees ...
satisfied with the answer, don’t buy.
Genetically aggressive bees will never get better on their own and will actually get worse over time. European honey
bees are genetically recessive to the Africanized gene, let me repeat - Africanized genes will never get better and the
sooner the problem is resolved the better. One of the best ways to destroy an (Africanized) colony is, after dark, mix a
cup of detergent into a 5 gallon pail of water and dump the contents onto the affected colony after removing both tops,
this will not damage the equipment in the long term, where an insecticide may.
The simple remedy to most genetic problems of any kind is to recognize the problem early and change the genetics requeen. This solution itself is not simple in a large, well-populated colony. Locating the queen is problematic while
battling a hostile advisory and will take 6 to 8 weeks to finally be resolved.
Environmental issues and colony conditions are going to overlap somewhat because the environment can affect the
colony in many ways positively and negatively. Most conditions within the colony that cause aggression are usually
observable, if you know what to look for, disease, swarm conditions, queen issues, poor to no ventilation, robbing, predation, and just shear number of bees being greater at certain times of the year, giving the beekeeper more visibility by
greater volumes of bees than would exist earlier in the season; unrealistic expectations of a colony.
Environmental conditions that can cause aggression are heat, cold, rain, high humidity, skunks, and disturbances such
as mowing & other yard work done in proximity to the colony or work being done when a colony is already troubled.
Aggressive behavior is a stress indicator in bees. There are passive and non-passive stress indicators in bees. Most of
us are very familiar with the non-passive such as alarm pheromone, biting, stinging, and bumping into the beekeeper.
The more passive stress indicators are bearding, bees lined up peering from between the top bars, and frenzied activity
on the frame. Any passive condition can turn to an aggressive state if ignored!
Solution to the problem again is recognizing the problem
or condition and solving it ASAP. Most often the problem
in midsummer would be the heat and the heat stress associated with it. Colonies that are bearding need ventilation,
possibly at different points, top, bottom and maybe even in
the middle. Replace the inner cover with a moving screen.
This expels a lot of unnecessary heat when used in conjunction with screened bottoms from the brood nest. Also, the
beekeeper should purchase some 3” Styrofoam and place it
on the top and all sides that are exposed to direct sunlight
for long periods of time. This keeps the heat of the sun
away from the colony. Do this on
an basis
withFought,
one orFCBA
two
photo
by Jason
colonies and test experimental results.
Timely adding boxes to avoid congestion is also advisable.
Expanding the brood area in order to spread out bees on the comb is also helpful. Practicing all types of beekeeping
management, well in advance, will make for a better beekeeping experience for the beekeeper, family, neighbors, and
maybe even the family pet. There will always be hot weather issues. Try some of these ideas and expect to see a happier honey bee and better working conditions for you, the beekeeper.
I have to add this barb at some point so here it is, some beekeepers bring out the worst in others - beekeepers, neighbors, family, the family pet, and even a super nice colony of honey bees. I will convey this concept in the form of a
factual story. At one of the Lorain County Beekeepers Field Day several years ago, or as some stories start, once upon
a time, we had a full day of uneventful beekeeping adventures until the last event. Everyone was standing around, most
without veils or protective equipment, watching a beekeeper plow through/beating and banging/pummeling/hammering,
a defenseless colony of bees. A fellow beekeeper standing beside me turned and said, “Boy, that is an aggressive colony
of bees,” as he swatted at a noisy aggressor. My response was, “No, it is not, watch the beekeeper and how he manhandles his charges. If he did that to me I would be angry as well.” As with most subjects, there is much more to the story.
Hope you find this helpful. Do not forget Varroa!!!! Be a positive change in your bee yard to those watching.
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Telling The Bees...
This is 1800’s old tradition among beekeepers to “Tell the Bees” whenever a change
happens in the beekeepers family. You may Google “Telling the Bees” and find a poem
from the 1800’s about this subject. OSBA wants to do is to recognize any beekeepers
that have recently passed away.
All associations or individuals are asked to forward the name and home county of the
beekeeper and the date of death, if available. Any personal info may also be beneficial
such as how long they may have kept bees, any offices they may have held in beekeeping
ng
associations, etc.
Notify David Crawford, at: davidcrawford43113@gmail.com or 431 Court Street, Circleville, OH 43113

James TTansey Jr.

“Beekeeper, & Mentor”

Enjoyment from beekeeping comes in many forms. A successful harvest is perhaps enough
to spur most beekeepers on for another year, but for James Tansey, sharing a hobby with a
daughter kept him in the game.
Having grown up around hives owned by his father in Erie County, James was acquainted
with beekeeping, but his interest was subdued and he never really cared for working around
bees when he was young.
Years pass, circumstances change and when a daughter took an interest in the hobby James all but ignored
as a kid, he gave it a second thought. “Dad took me along one day to help tend a hive for my grandfather,”
said Linette, James’ oldest child. “He gave me a pair of coveralls to wear -- you know, the kind with the strap
that go over the shoulders, and I wore his heavy fire department gloves,”she said. I’m sure I had a hat of some
type, but I don’t recall for sure what I used, probably a borrowed veil.”Their teamwork that day marked the
beginning of a beekeeping partnership that continued for more than a decade.
“If we didn’t have each other it’s very possible he wouldn’t have continued (beekeeping),”said Linette. She
said they set aside time each week to care for their hives, usually on a Friday. Together, the father/daughter
pair kept up to 18 hives. In good years they sold honey from their homes and Linette found a market among
her colleagues at an airline where she works as a flight attendant.
Linette now finds herself in the position of working bees alone. James died Jan. 24 after a brief illness with
Covid-19. He was 72.
With a broad, trademark smile, James was a well-known community figure, having been a longtime volunteer firefighter and village councilman in Wakeman. Memorial donations to his beekeeping club, Sandusky
River Valley Beekeepers Association, will be used to introduce young people to beekeeping.
Linette vows to move forward keeping the bees she and her dad were overwintering, and realizes there will
be a void in the beeyard. “I may need to get help for some of it, maybe I’l get in a class to learn a little more
about what I need to do,”she says reflecting on the challenges ahead. But she readily acknowledges the feeling of togetherness with her dad can’ be replaced.
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Ray O. Byers
Ray Oliver Byers of Geauga County died February 8. A beekeeper for
many of his 91 years, he was able to enjoy the hobby up until the last
year of his life. At his peak he kept as many as 20 colonies and often
spread them among friends to help with their garden pollination. He
started keeping bees with hope the honey would ease his wife’s and
daughter’s allergies.
An outdoorsman, Byers was a former Cub Scout leader, church deacon
and member of the Geauga County Beekeepers Association. With a genuinely altruistic nature, Byers rarely sold the honey he collected from his hives. “The family used some,
and he gave away the rest,” said daughter-in-law, Leslie Byers.

Harley B. Larch, Sr.
Longtime SCBA member Harley B. Larch, Sr., of Massillon, died Dec. 27. Born
in Clendenin, W.Va., he lived in Stark County from 1965 and had been a foreman at Republic Engineered Technologies. He was a veteran of the U.S. Marine
Corps and celebrated the 55th anniversary of his marriage to Josephine Larch
this past September.
Harley Larch had the cleanest beehives I have ever seen. The wax was never
dirty, with no little bee footprints, no darkness from the brood. He did this by
changing out his wax every 2 to 3 years. The frames were immaculate, no
propolis or wax on them. The outsides of the boxes were painted yearly. He was
a wonderful bee- keeper with high standards. When he replaced his “old” equipment, it was still in better shape than most people’s new equipment. Harley took some of his hives to
family property in West Virginia for the Russian olive nectar and pollen. Russian olive makes white
honey, which he entered in the Stark County Fair and took first place every time he entered.
Harley's family came to the winter banquets. They livened the place up and made the event fun and
interesting.
Harley, I have enjoyed talking with you, learning from you, laughing with you. You will be missed.
Sheila Dicken

Alan Wischmeyer
Alan was very active in the North West
W Beekeepers Association (NWBA). He was
the club Secretary,, and had been for many years. He was a past President and a former Newsletter Editor.
Alan contributed in many ways to the club...as a mentor to new beekeepers, helping
orkshops, holding "Field Days" at his beeyard, arranging
in the New Beekeepers Workshops,
summer picnics to follow at the Ottawa Park, and special "Ladies Night Out" dinners.
He was a great guy, who will be truly missed.
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HIVEBLOOM.COM

Bee City USA
Bee City USA fosters ongoing dialogue in urban areas to raise
awareness of the role pollinators play in our communities and
what each of us can do to provide them with healthy habitat.
The Bee City USA program endorses a set of commitments,
defined in a resolution, for creating sustainable habitats for
pollinators, which are vital to feeding the planet.
Find it at: https://www.beecityusa.org/

Shopping at Amazon.com
You can help the Ohio State Beekeepers Association raise
money to support 4H and education for young beekeeper just
by doing something you do already. When you Shop at
Amazon.com, using the following link, a portion of your
purchase will be donated to the OSBA.
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/about-osba/amazon/
Shop Now: http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/amazon

Merchandise
OSBA Merchandise: Visit this Ohio Company for information about
OSBA Logowear: https://www.companycasuals.com/OSBA/
For the Beekeeper: Order OSBA merchandise, DVD’s ADK books, etc.
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The Curious Life of Henry Quirin, “Queen Breeder of the World”
Since beginning beekeeping I have heard stories about the Bellevue “bee man”,
Henry Quirin. It was said that when he would be seen on the streets he was often
mistaken for a transient and people would offer him a few coins for a meal. He
would kindly thank them and move on. Henry was small in stature. He was usually dressed rather shabbily and only got one haircut a year at the start of the bee
season. Most people never realized he was one of the wealthiest men in the area.
Henry Quirin was born in Groton Township, Erie County in 1872. He was the
son of Nicholas and Barbara (Gross) Quirin and one of six children. He was raised on a modest farm at the corner of State Route 4 and Strecker Road where his
father owned about 40 acres of tillable land. This spot would later be known as Honey Corners. From humble beginnings, Henry began his bee business. At the time of his death in 1959 he had grown his estate to a
value of near one million dollars. When Henry was 10 years old, his father had become ill and developed a
craving for honey. He would send young Henry to a neighbor to purchase the “amber fluid” to satisfy his
father. After making frequent trips to retrieve the honey he became intensely interested in the science of
honey bees. Henry is quoted as saying, “I remember I wanted to get a colony right away, as soon as I learned
how they lived, but my father objected that I might get stung”.
Henry persisted however, and by the time he was 12 years old he took a gold dollar he had earned himself
and purchased his first colony of honey bees. Henry’s formal education never went beyond the fourth grade
but he set out to learn all he could about the tiny workers. He got all the bee culture books he could find and
soon taught himself every aspect of keeping bees. He discovered that the real problem was obtaining queens
and soon started experimenting withhow to raise his own. By 1891, when Henry was 19 years old, he discovered a novel way to commercially produce queens. Using an old chicken incubator he was the first beekeeper to perfect a way to raise queens in such a way. “It is no easy matter to control 500 queens in one incubator, every one of whom is born a scrapper, so it is necessary to cage each one, as soon as hatched, in little
wire bottles. In short time they are moved to roomier quarters, and after 10-12 days are ready to ship”.
Henry was very particular about choosing the queen he would graft from. They had to be prolific, gentle and
splendid honey gatherers. Once he found the perfect queen, he said, “I would not sell her for $200!” He soon
began placing ads in bee magazines and newspapers across the United States. Letters
of inquiry began
pouring in. He also became a favorite among commercial beekeepers because they
could order queens
in large quantities. At the peak of his enterprise he could
produce as many as 1,500 queens a week.
Within a short period of time his queens became so well
known for their excellence that he began shipping to far corners
of the world including, but not exclusive to, New Zealand,
Australia, Japan, China, West Indies and all across Europe. He
soon became known as the “Queen Breeder of the World”. His
specialty was Golden Italian and Leather Colored bees. In a
good season he expected to raise 5,000 queens. During the
winter months Henry would busy himself making his shipping
cages. The cages were fashioned in three inch wooden blocks
with one open side covered with screen. For shipping he would
place an adequate amount of food for the queen and about a
dozen “escorts”. He could ship via postal service for eight cents
per queen. Over the years many tried to discover his secret to
raising such an abundant amount of queens. Reporters would
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Continuation of The Curious Life of Henry Quirin, “Queen Breeder of the World”
come to his apiary hoping to discover his method but would usually end up being free labor for the day. When
asked how many employees he had he would simply reply, “50,000,000”. He rarely hired help because he
couldn’t find anyone that would share his passion for the honey bee. In 1906 he owned 15 or more farms
where he kept his apiaries. They were mostly located in Erie, Huron and Sandusky counties. By that time his
“secret” had been discovered and competition increased. When profits decreased he gradually turned his main
focus to honey and comb honey production, still managing 450 colonies.
Henry may have had only a fourth grade formal education but made his way in the world quite well. He invested wisely in stocks, securities and property. In 1925 he purchased the Woodward-Ellis Mansion at 400
Southwest St. in Bellevue, Ohio where he lived until his death in 1959. Henry was once quoted as saying,
“Bees are smarter than most people. They don’t have any divorces, any wars, or any depressions”. I tend to
agree. He was known about town as eccentric, a bit of a recluse, preferring the company of his bees over
people. I have days like that, too. I find comfort in watching the bees go about their work with purpose and
joy, the gentle hum of the bee yard drowning out the static of the outside world, and creating its own bubble
of peace with nature. As beekeepers, I believe we can all find a kindred spirit with Henry Quirin. He was
quite a remarkable man and I wish I could have known him.
After a few hiccups and health issues we are back on track to producing the podcast. Not everyone has the time to sit down to watch a Zoom, watch a video, or attend events. They do have time
to use a very simple app (Apple, Google, Stitcher, Overcast, Downcast) that everyone can download on their phones now or listen by one simple click on the OSBA website. Guest speakers will
have the opportunity to share their story, how they succeeded, failed, and lessons learned! Every
show will end with a “LIVE Q&A” from you. More to come...LIKE & SHARE on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/beeherenow.podcast
Lizzie E. Cotton female beekeeper from West Gorham, Maine who invented her
own beehive called the Controllable Hive. In fact very few beehives were invented
by 19th-century women beekeepers in America. This very well written be book includes chapters on queen rearing and Italian bees, patent and non-patent hives, along with standard topics on beekeeping management. Illustrated with several perspectives of Lizzie Cotton's Controllable Bee Hive (interior arrangement and exterior), portrait of Miss Lizzie, a view of her home apiary in Maine and drone, worker and queen Italian bee.Lizzie Cotton was the subject of attacks in the bee journals
(perhaps deserved, perhaps not) and she claims in her preface that these attacks
were due to the fact that she was a woman: "Since the day I introduced my Controllable Hive and new system of bee management to the notice of the public, the
worthless bee hive swindlers and their tools have been boiling over with wrath
against me, lying and slandering me through the public journals, and especially
through the Bee Journals, and all because, that I, a woman , had succeeded in inventing a bee hive and new system of bee management superior to anything yet produced." However, complaints published in the bee journals were often by customers
who sent her money and received nothing in return. Nevertheless at least one customer was satisfied: "I purchased Mrs. Cotton, in the spring of 1884, her book, entitled New System of Bee-Management, and am really to state, that, if I could not get
another copy of it, I would not part with it for ten dollars..." - Gleanings in Bee
Culture, 15 April 1887.In this second edition Lizzie has added to her preface: "Since
the publication of the first edition of this work, in 1880, and the use of the Controllable Hive for more than twelve years, I find only a very few minor points in the hive
which can be improved. I have made a complete revision of the hive and all fixtures,
with the view of correcting every imperfection, however slight, and I feel certain that
the hive as now arranged is perfect in every particular."
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SBA “Save the Honey Bee” License Plate
Do you have an OSBA license plate? Driving down the road

Nina B’s

this plate brings public awareness to the importance of honey
bees and beekeepers, and provides funding for OSBA projects
relating to research, education and outreach. Just go to
www.oplates.com when you renew your plates. You will find
it under specialty plates, listed as “Ohio Beekeepers”. What
will your plates say on them?

https://services.dps.ohio.gov/
BMVOnlineServices/VR/
Availability/Passenger/Check

740-988-8860
email: rubyfamilyfarms@gmail.com
Facebook: @preciousstonehoney
Southern Ohio's Exclusive Kelley Beekeeping & Mann Lake Dealer
Local Raw Honey Package Bees Woodenware
Foundation Frames Medication Feeders
Queen Rearing Tools & Accessories Books
Tools & Accessories Protective Clothing
MUCH MUCH MORE!
We will gladly special order any Kelley or Mann Lake item!
10% discount to all members of OSBA!
Call for shipping quotes.
Discounts available to Sideliners & Commercial Bee Keepers.
Pick-Up available by arrangement 7 days a week.
Order online: www.preciousstonehoney.com

Quick Feed Winter Beehive Cover
OHIOQUEENBEE.COM
Protect your bees from harsh winter elements
with a long-lasting and top quality canvas hive
cover. Covers for all size hives. Designed for easy
inspections, feeding and compact storage.
Compare to others on the market and buy the
cover that last for years! “Proudly made in Ohio”
Ninabagley@me.com 614-783-7868

2021 Officers, Staff & Newsletter Deadlines
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/associations/local-associations/

OSBA is a non-profit organization with a mission to promote
beekeeping in the state of Ohio. OSBA Board of Directors is
made up of 23 voting members. Eighteen of these members
represent each of the nine regions of Ohio. They are the people
who represent the membership and your region in all votes
taken by the OSBA board regarding the business of OSBA.
Get to know your Representatives; they are here to help you.
OSBA Executive Committee
Peggy Garnes
President
Tom Rathbun
Vice-President
Jeannie Saum
Secretary
Rod Pritchard
Treasurer
Terry Liberman-Smith
Past President

330.723.6265
419.603.1749
614.975.6139
614.216.3386
937.272.6549

president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
vice-president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
secretary@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
treasurer@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
pastpresident@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

OSBA Regional Directors & Regional Representatives
Maumee Valley
Maumee Valley
Erie Basin
Erie Basin
Western Reserve
Western Reserve
Top of Ohio
Top of Ohio
Heart of Ohio
Heart of Ohio
Crossroads
Crossroads
Miami Valley
Miami Valley
Ohio Valley
Ohio Valley
Buckeye Hills
Buckeye Hills

Regional Director
Regional Rep.
Regional Director
Regional Rep.
Regional Director
Regional Rep.
Regional Director
Regional Rep.
Regional Director
Regional Rep.
Regional Director
Regional Rep.
Regional Director
Regional Rep.
Regional Director
Regional Rep.
Regional Director
Regional Rep.

Staff Appointments
Newsletter Editor
Webmaster
Telling The Bees

Jamie Walters
Roger Myers
Linda Miller
Sonny Ward
Allyson May
Dale Olson
Dwight Wells
Dan Braden
Nina Bagley
Will Merrill
Lloyd Horst
Joe Heider
Alex Zomchek
Rich Stewart
Kelly Morse
Jim Hopkins

419.438.7335
567.686.5698
419.552.9242
740.262.3734
440.590.1845
216.408.0446
937.477.9251
419.303.0983
614.783.7868
614.226.8219
330.465.7402
330.833.8249
513.524.9663
937.728.0427
859.468.4560
513.518.8961

maumee-valley@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
rogerjudymyers@msn.com
erie-basin@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
maebelapiaries@yahoo.com
western-reserve@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
doconstruction@yahoo.com
top-of-ohio@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
ddbraden@embarqmail.com
heart-of-ohio@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
wnm0628@yahoo.com
crossroads@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
jbheider@sbcglobal.net
miami-valley@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
beewildhoneyfarm@gmail.com
ohio-valley@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
jgoat64@gmail.com

Don Crock

740.581.1883

doncrock@yahoo.com

Jamie Walters
Tim Arheit
David Crawford

Quarterly Newsletter - 2021 Deadlines
January Edition
April Edition
Articles / Photos
Articles / Photos
December 1st
March 1st
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419.438.7335
419.371.1742

editor@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
webmaster@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
davidcrawford43113@gmail.com

July Edition
Articles / Photos
June 1st

October Edition
Articles / Photos
September 1st

Answer from January Edition
Wildflowers of Ohio - Nina Bagley

Photo Submittion
for the OSBA Fall Conference
We would like to put together a video of photos from
beekeepers throughout Ohio. Take a selfie with your
hive(s) in the background. Email them to the address
below with your full name and contact information.
These photos will be shared during the Fall Conference
events. Prefer horizontal photos, example:

photos-events@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

A calling for writers and creators!
We want to continue to provide a creative, diverse newsletter. The only way we can do
this is with your assistance. There are tons of quiet people that have great ideas, new ways
of making things, tinker/gadget builders, bakers, journalist, backyard scientist, gardeners,
entomologist, scientist, and even you.
I know, I know...you can’t or don’t know how to write an article. Guess what, we have
a terrific team of developers, editors, and proof-readers that are more than willing to
help you create a masterpiece worth publishing. Who knows, you might want to submit
some photos with it too.
All articles will be credited with your name and placed on the front cover.
All we ask is that your is a maximum of one full page, minus
photo spacing. We look forward to contributions,
assistance, and your innovation...

Father of Beekeeping

Bees do have a smell, you know, and if they don’t they should, for their feet are dusted with spices from a million flowers. ~Ray Bradbury 56
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Ohio Beekeeping is the official publication of the Ohio State Beekeepers Association. Annual subscriptions are
included with membership in OSBA. Send news about your bees and your experiences, as well as any corrections,
letters, comments, photographs, story suggestions, interviews, and additional requests to:

editor@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

newsletter@ohiostatebeekeeper.org

Please support our advertisers. When you place an order, tell them you saw their advertisement in the
Ohio State Beekeepers Association Newsletter.
Thank you on behalf of our collective newsletter colony
colony,

Ohio State Beekeepers Association 2021 Membership Form
Ohio State Beekeepers Association is a 501c3 non-profit organization supporting people who have an
interest in honey bees and beekeeping. You do not need to be a beekeeper or live in Ohio to join OSBA.
Membership includes on-going activities of the association to promote honey bees and beekeeping,
voting in annual elections, discounts on publications, and an annual subscription to Ohio Beekeeping.
For new memberships and renewals, send checks payable to OSBA with this completed form to:
Ohio State Beekeepers Association
955 Murnan Road
Galloway, OH 43119
Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________ State: ___ Zip: ______________ County: ____________________
Phone: (__ _) ______-___________ Email Address (Print neatly) _______________________
Name of Local Bee Association: ____________________________________
Number of Hives:_______________
$15.00 Senior (age 60 or over)/for 1 year
$15.00 Student membership for 1 year
$20.00 Individual membership for 1 year
$25.00 Family membership for 1 year
$200.00 Lifetime membership (individual or family)
I would like to be on the OSBA Swarm List
I would also like to donate

$5

$10

$20

$_________ to support 4-H/FFA and honey bee research.

Membership is based on the calendar year, January through December
OSBA is a 501c3. Donations may be tax-deductible.
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