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                              Perhaps one of the most misunderstood, underused, and misused tools in our beekeeping arse-
                            nal is time. When we do things in the beeyard is often as important as what we do.
 
                              Truth be told, many beekeepers find themselves at year's end reflecting back having done too 
                            little; too late. Ironically, we spend a lot more time on the former and too little time on the latter.
   
  You would think that talking about time and timing would be straight forward. But when you overlay beekeeping 
onto a calendar year you get something I call “beetime.”  

  Like our 3/8 inch beespace, beetime has specific utilitarian meanings to the beekeeping community. Let's explore 
some.

  The time element comes when appreciating year-to-year seasonal weather variabilities. The start/stop, duration, 
and intensity of our major spring into summer nectar flows changes markedly from year to year.

  Top down the weather is a forcing function on our forage.  Enough time, sunlight, heat, and moisture, when com-
bined, you get ample nectar flows.

  Bottom up, the nectar forage in turn is forcing function on our bee foragers. Thus our bee populations grow and 
shrink responding to these forces.

  With passive beekeeping some years brooding and subsequent forager populations synchronize with peak nectar 
flows and you get a substantial crop. Some years they do not; and you do not.

  If you are a proactive beekeeper you feed and supplement early to increase brooding productions. This in turn 
leads to greater forager populations for whenever the nectar flows peak assuring more and larger honey crops.

  Understanding and appreciating these weather-forage-bee-time curves is an essential and integral part of success-
ful beekeeping.   
 
  Appreciating that pest and disease loads are also shaped by forcing functions that occur in and over time is per-
haps even more fundamental to successful beekeeping.  

  General mortality rates are unacceptably high. Further, unproductive hives are even higher. The point to this, as 
well as the good news, is that by catching issues in time we can mitigate both mortality and productivity.

  We have learned that pest and disease loads have inter-year and inter-hive variability. They are no longer simply 
time boxed or constrained. Over wintered bees can come into spring with high varroa loads. And treating once, 
after honey extraction, no long guarantees that you will go into winter with low mite counts. 

   Real time monitoring is key.  To find out what is really happening in a specific hive at a specific time you must 
monitor. Full stop.  
 
  Appreciate that this does not take a lot of time, but instead, takes timing. Fire drill inspections where you pull just 
the center brood frame(s) are quick and conclusive.  

  A quick examine will verify queenright, the extent and laying pattern, viability of larva, pupa, and capped brood 
together with a sense of overall bee populations.  

  Glance again to assess honey and pollen resources. A further look for pest and disease expressions followed by a 
scan of the frame of bees to see if any anomalies stand out.  All this can be accomplished in three to five minutes.

Timekeepers by Alex Zomchek
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   Time and beetime can also equate to biological time. This is often nonlinear in our colonies. Translated: pests and 
diseases can “explode” under the right/wrong condition over a short period of time. A 2-3-4 week hiatus from in-
spections at the wrong time can be detrimental. 
 
  Catch varroa, small hive beetle, wax moths, et.al. early and you can use a band aid. Miss these time windows and 
it will require major surgery.
 
  Notebooks and calendars are highly recommended. Our perception of time can be flawed. When you thought you 
were in your hives last does not always equate to when you last inspected. When kept over years, notebooks can 
help dial in the variability and help you make decisions on when to inspect.
 
  One last note about time: expiration dates. Everything is subject to an expiration date.  

  Expired protein feed supplements are little better than no supplements. The same can be said for expired mite treat-
ments. Further, feeds and treatments can have accelerated expirations depending on storage conditions. Read the 
manufacturer's recommendations and expiration dates; replace if in question.

  So with all this said, we end and start another year with both a realization and a conundrum. The realization is that 
like our bees which have been afflicted with varroa and its associated pathogens; we beekeepers are now faced with 
ongoing Covid variants with their associated health risks. 

  As we monitor (or not) our mite loads and treat (or not), our bee's health and hive productivity responds accord-
ingly.  It is a choice.  There are consequences.  

  The same goes for the monitoring and vaccinating of beekeepers. Our health will respond accordingly. It is a 
choice. There are consequences.
 
  As to the afore mentioned conundrum; as in life, if we create an aspirational (beekeeping) year - time will pass 
quickly.  We and our bees will profit.

  If we do not; (or do more of the same); time will drag. We will continue to lose bees and productivity.

  We cannot stop or slow down real time, but through understanding we can manipulate beetime. I boldly suggest 
if you are a better timekeeper this coming year you will be a better beekeeper.

                                                                                              Happy New BeekeepYear!   
                                                                                              
                                                                                              (Contact Alex Zomchek at zomchea@miamioh.edu)

Continued - Timekeepers
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Traveling Speaker Program - 
                                    “Honeycomb Management ”

  The OSBA Board is sponsoring a new presentation with the Traveling Speaker 
Program “Honeycomb Management“. This new educational topic will discuss how 
bees make comb and how beekeepers can manage that comb. OSBA covers the majority 
of the cost for this program. The fee to reserve a Traveling Speaker at a cost of $35.00 for 
OSBA Affiliates and $50.00 for non-affiliates.

  To schedule a presentation, contact the Traveling Speaker Committee 
  Please attach your club/association’s name, meeting date/time, get-a-traveling-speaker@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

the requested presentation(s), and contact person(s): name, phone, email address.

Traveling Speaker Presentations that we are offering: 
*Chemical Treatments for Varroa Control
*Successful Overwintering
*Monitoring for Sustainability
*Sustainable Beekeeping: Using Nucs in the Apiary
*Sustainable Beekeeping: Queen Rearing for the Hobbyist Beekeeper

mailto:get-a-traveling-speaker@ohiostatebeekeepers.org




Southern Ohio's Exclusive Kelley Beekeeping & Mann Lake Dealer

Local Raw Honey   Package Bees   Woodenware
Foundation   Frames   Medication   Feeders
Queen Rearing Tools & Accessories   Books
Tools & Accessories   Protective Clothing
MUCH MUCH MORE!

We will gladly special order any Kelley or Mann Lake item!

10% discount to all members of OSBA!

Call for shipping quotes. 

Discounts available to Sideliners & Commercial Bee Keepers.

Pick-Up available by arrangement 7 days a week. 

Order online: www.preciousstonehoney.com

740-988-8860
email: rubyfamilyfarms@gmail.com

Facebook: @preciousstonehoney

                   Time to join or renew your 2022 membership. Member-

                   ships: Individual - $20.00, Family - $25.00, Lifetime - 

                                         $200.00, Student - $15.00, or Senior - 

                                         $15.00 per year 2022 - 2023. Your OSBA 

                                         membership supports activities and pro-

                                    jects that benefit our beekeeping community. 

                    You do not need to be a beekeeper or live in Ohio to join 

                    OSBA Membership includes on-going activities of the 

                    association to promote honey bees and beekeeping, vot-

                    ing in annual elections, and the subscription to this quart-

                    erly newsletter. See page 57 for the membership registr-

                    ation form or join online with just a few clicks 

                     https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/join-us/

Join or Renew  

New Website Launched ~ view updates.

The 2022 Beginner Beekeeper Internship

   Course launched in February.

Welcoming new club affiliates under the OSBA umbrella.

Round Table Discussions are being setup to support clubs.

Beekeeper Outreach materials are being sent now.

Traveling Speaker Program is being scheduled 

   schedule your presentations now!

Youth Scholarship Program awarded 3 scholarships.

Awarded Life Membership Recognition in January 2022.

Live Webinar Training Series launches February 27th.

Scheduling the 2022 outreach events.

Launched the OSBA Fall Conference - Facebook group

   https://www.facebook.com/groups/416505843466396

   join for more updates.

Educational videos being uploaded into the “members

   only” area of the Ohio State Beekeepers Association

   website.

OSBA Conference Committee is planning the 2022 for 

   an in-person meeting with speakers and vendors. 

Worker Bee Beat
Keeping you informed of the work OSBA is doing.

www.portagecountybeekeepers.com
https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/join-us/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/416505843466396


  The months of January and February are difficult months to talk about and suggest what we should be doing in 
our hives. Here in Ohio, the bees are clustered in the hive, hopefully keeping the Queen and what little brood they 
have warm.

  We, the beekeepers, really don't need to do much of anything with the bees, except to keep the front entrance 
clean of dead bees, ice, and snow so bees are able to make cleansing flights when the weather is permitting. We 
need to check the weight of the beehive to confirm it's heavy with food stores. We also need to keep checking our
sugar boards to see if the bees are up in them. If the bees are NOT in the sugar boards, that's not a bad thing since 
there might be plenty of food right where they are clustered.  If the bees ARE  in the sugar boards, please pay atten-
tion to them so they don't run out of the sugar that you are providing them.

  The most important activity for winter is to start thinking and planning about what your goals are for 2022. What 
are your expectations for your bee yard for the upcoming season? How big do you want to grow? Do you want to 
start raising queens, building nucs, setting swarm traps, or building up your honey harvest production? Lots to think 
about to plan for your next season.

  I always like to think that the bee season starts with the Tri-County Beekeepers workshop in Wooster, Ohio. Each 
year around the first week of March, Tri-County Beekeepers host an excellent two-day workshop held Friday night 
and all day Saturday. Here, every major vendor is present, each bringing a warehouse supply of beekeeping equip-
ment. The speakers are always the best with knowledgeable, experienced individuals with the latest knowledge on 
what is happening in the bee world and what is to come. There's also the wealth of knowledgeable, friendly bee-
keepers, over 800 in attendance, that are always eager to answer any question a fellow beekeeper has to ask. You 
know there is no stupid question with beekeeping; it's how we all started and learned.

  As I  mentioned, in my mind Tri-county is the start of my season for beekeeping. But to be honest, 
beekeeping doesn't ever end. It doesn't have a season. We as beekeepers are in beekeeping mode all 
year. We might not be tearing hives apart, but we can still read, attend local bee club meetings, and 
learn from each other. I haven't been a beekeeper very long, around 13 years, but something I do 
each year is attending my club's Beginner Beekeeping class. I just sit in the back and listen, maybe 
answer a few questions. But what I gain out of that experience is wonderful. Each year I learn a 
little bit more and pick up a new technique. There isn't always a right or wrong way, it's what works 
for you. So this winter, take a peek into your hives at least every month to make sure they have 
food stores; plan for next year, get your equipment ready, and keep learning! Stay safe and enjoy the bee yard. 

IN THE HIVE TOM RATHBUN
OSBA Vice President

What are you seeing in your hives?
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OSBA Facebook Page

For those of you that have a Facebook account,
feel free to LIKE & SHARE our postings. It is a quick

way to spread events, information, and education.

Search: Ohio State Beekeepers Association  



utreachNew Beekeeper
  This program provides a one year complimentary OSBA 
membership to students who have not previously been 
enrolled with OSBA. Benefits of the membership include 
enrollment in the monthly online Beginners Internship 
program as well as access to all newsletters past and 
current and much more. Beekeeping success stories are a 
result of education and mentorship and OSBA is committ-
ed to partnering with the best resource for success- local 
clubs. We want to help you advertise your classes, by 
using the OSBA website. Please send the date, time, lo-
cation, and description with details (lunch, amount, in-
cluded) about the event to the outreach program, this will 
be a great way to help spread the word by getting your 
classes posted on the OSBA Master Calendar.

  The first shipments for the 2022 season's classes will be 
sent out after January 1, 2022 and we are in the process 
of gathering the class information for the numerous up-
coming New Beekeeper classes. Educational materials 
include the “Tools for Varroa Management Guide” from 
the Honeybee Health Coalition, Best Practices brochures 
and pens. We will be sending each club that participates 
ADK manuals to be used as door prizes as well this year.

  When notifying the Outreach program of your needs 
please allow at least 2 weeks before your class date for 
processing and shipping. All requests should include 
class size and an address where the items are to be shipp-
ed. Once the classes have taken place please send back 
your attendee information spreadsheet to
newbeekeeperoutreach@ohiostatebeekeepers.org 

Bee Stuff

Kroger Community Rewards Program

  Shopping at your neighborhood 

Kroger while donating to OSBA 

food for you means funds for 

the beekeeping community! 

OSBA is part of the rewards 

program. When you register your 

Kroger Plus Card, each time you shop for groceries and 

use your Kroger Plus Card, OSBA automatically earns a 

Kroger Rewards donation. 

https://www.kroger.com/topic/community-rewards-9  

Type in “Ohio State Beekeepers” 

when it asks the donation group 

and designate OSBA as your recip-

ient. Thank you in advance for 

helping contribute to our organization.
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OSBA Affiliate Program  
https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/affiliate-application-renewal-forms/

                         What is the OSBA Affiliate Program?

                       OSBA understands the issues facing local associations here in Ohio. The resource demands, finan-
                     cial limitations, volunteer time and effort, etc. needed to run a successful association continue to in-
crease. Protecting officers and club members with appropriate insurance, completing paperwork and financial state-
ments and effectively communicating information in a timely fashion, are things OSBA can help local clubs with. 
Feel free to contact Vice-President vice-president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

   This year’s affiliate dues are due by Monday, February 28.  

Benefits Include:
   501c3 status under the OSBA umbrella
   Access to discounted club insurance – 
      Liability and Director/Officer insurance
   Website hosting and assistance with website setup
   Reduction in yearly tax filing paperwork
   Non-profit status through the OSBA group exemption
   Annual reports to the IRS and Ohio Attorney General
   Tech Soup membership (discounted software for club)
   Discounted OSBA Traveling Speaker fees
   Affiliate club discounts to special OSBA workshops

Black Swamp Beekeepers

Fairfield County Beekeepers

Geauga County Beekeepers

Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers

Greene County Beekeepers

Guernsey Noble Beekeepers

Harrison County Beekeepers

Lake County Beekeepers

Maumee Valley Beekeepers

Medina County Beekeepers

Miami Valley Beekeepers

North Central Ohio Beekeepers 

North West Ohio Beekeepers

Pollinator Sanctuary and Training Facility 

   of Defiance County

Portage County Beekeepers

Richland Area Beekeepers

Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers

Scioto Valley Beekeepers

Trumbull County Beekeepers

Tuscarawas County Beekeepers

Warren County Ohio Beekeepers 

Current Affiliate Clubs:

SETAILIF
F

A

        SBA License Plate 
         “Save the Honey Bee” 
Do you have an OSBA license plate? 
The public awareness that is brings
to the importance of honey bees and 
beekeepers. This provides funding 
for OSBA projects relating to re-
search, education and outreach. Visit

before you renew www.oplates.com 
your plates. You will find it under 
specialty plates, listed as “Ohio Bee-
keepers”. What will your special 
plates say? 
https://services.dps.ohio.gov/BMV
OnlineServices/VR/Availability/
Passenger/Check  

Ohio State Beekeepers Association, Inc.

Zoom Round Table Discussion
Sunday, March 13th
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Watch the OSBA website for more dates, times, and locations.
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Letter from the Editor
                                  I hope everyone is doing well and hopefully your hives are

                                still down deep in the honey stores. As we all know, the ladies

                                that are alive and clustered together now, were part of your 

                                winter preparedness last Fall. Were your mites in check, was

                                there enough honey, do you have “insurance” Winter feed on 

                                top, and were the Winter bees raised without a high disease/

                                virus load? These are all things you have to plan for 3-months

ahead of time. Were you a top-grade A+ beekeeper or did you slide down the scale

a little? Life gets in the way and your plan to be faithful to the “little ladies” in the

apiary, go by the wayside. Family, work, covid, kids, volunteering and paycheck 

all get jumbled in the mix. I’ll be honest, I was a C- beekeeper this past year. 

   Downsizing, upscaling, queen rearing, and just keeping ahead of everything each 

year is a job in itself. In all of these years of beekeeping, I’ve listened, learned, and 

taught beekeeping, I have come to some conclusions. TIME ~ do you have time to 

be a good beekeeper with 1 hive or 10 hives. MONEY ~ we all know how much 

this hobby costs, let alone the treatments, replacing gear and bees each year. RE-

SOURCES ~ what do you have to make it easier; woodworking skills, land, truck, 

straw bales, ect. It never hurts to cut back and downsize to be better to yourself and 

the ladies you care for! Strive to be sustainable and a better person.              

                     

The men of experiment are like 
the ant; they only collect and use. 
But the bee…gathers its materials 
from the flowers of the garden and 
of the field, but transforms and 
digests it by a power of its own.
                       ~Leonardo da Vinci

Jamie Walters



OSBA 2021 Fall Conference Wrap-Up

Dear OSBA,
  I am very honored and surprised to be the recipient of 
the 2021 Propolis Award.  I never thought that when my 
husband started this hobby 9 years ago for pollination in 
our flower and vegetable gardens, that we would be as 
involved today as we are.  I thoroughly enjoy working 
with all our members in the Lorain County Beekeepers 
Association and with the great group of beekeepers we 
have. They make my secretarial position very easy! 
Thank you to everyone who nominated me.
                                                             
                                                             Sincerely,
                                                             Audrey Gargas
                                                             LCBA Secretary

Audrey Gargas & 
                Peggy Garnes

Audrey Gargas, DaleOlson - 
OSBA Western Reserve Represenative

2021

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6  
VIRTUAL ZOOM 2021 Beekeeper of the Year

& Propolis Award Winners

  We wish to congratulate Gary Keuffer our BCBA 
Director of Education in being designated the OSBA 
Beekeeper of the year!

  Gary has been beekeeping since 1985 after visiting with 
2020 OSBA Hall of Fame recipient Jim Higgins (aka Dr. 
Sting) of Highland County Beekeepers. Gary is the 
Brown County Beekeepers Association's Director of 
Education and is very involved with the local 4H and 
FFA organizations. In the Education Director capacity he 
has spoken to numerous groups including Masons, 
Scouts, Clermont and Brown County Library Programs, 
Farm Science, Elementary Schools and Senior Living 
Facilities. Hives are being installed at Sem Haven rehab 
facility in Milford, OH.

    Gary has been a presenter at various clubs in Ohio and 
Kentucky and the Oasis School in Loveland. The NKY 
Bee school in Maysville, KY. Chatfield College's Adult 
Education Summer course on Beekeeping was imple-
mented 3 years ago with Gary and Chris Dresel present-
ing. Gary became a Master Gardener in 2015 and is an 
advocate for planting for pollinators.

  A Honey extraction video was featured in the OSBA 
New Beekeeper Internship program and he is helping to 
build a library of videos demonstrating colony cut out  

  

 
removal techniques. He has been performing bee re-
movals of cut outs and swarms since 2014, free of 
charge, focusing on senior and impoverished individ-
uals. When a removal request comes in, if it is yellow 
jackets, Gary takes the time to educate on the difference 
between bees and wasps and advocate for pollinators 
even during 98 degree cut outs. 

  Explaining the process and teaching the people in-
volved, prompted one youngster to comment that ob-
serving a removal is “better than the zoo”. The inform-
ative programs scheduled for monthly Brown County 
Beekeepers meetings have resulted in the BCBA grow-
ing from approximately 40 individuals to almost 100 
since 2017 while more and more fairs and local busi-
nesses are reaching out to BCBA for participation in 
their open houses and events.

  Interaction with young people's groups has generated 
interest in our Youth Hive Scholarship program which 
is now in its third year. Gary has mentored dozens of 
beekeepers over the years and submits monthly to the 
local newspaper to promote community awareness sur-
rounding bees. As a Veteran himself, Gary is also begin-
ning a relationship with Hives to Heroes and we have 
our first member with PTSD who brings his therapy 
dog to the meetings.

Gary's enthusiasm is infectious and he approaches any 
task with humor and anecdotal stories that leave a posi-
tive lasting impression. He is a staunch advocate of best 
practices in beekeeping and maintaining hive health. 
Please join him for Beginning Beekeepers, Feb 19th at
10am at the Sardinia Branch of the BCPL. Please visit 
our website at 
www.browncountybeekeepersassociation.org

Left to right BCBA officers Mark Klump, Mark Roberto, Kelly Morse 
and Mike Pasquale present the 2021 Beekeeper of the Year award to 

Gary Keuffer (center)
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Region Director 
for Miami Valley
       - Rich Stewart
        

Saturday, November 6, 2022 

2022 Elected Officers
President
      - Peggy Garnes
    
      Secretary
      - Jeannie Saum
       
     

Thank you to everyone that 
took the time to vote in the 
2021 elections. We greatly 
appreciate your time and 
participation. We hope you
   enjoyed the Friday 
  Breakout Sessions and the
Saturday Conference.    

  The committee members are already planning the 2022
OSBA Fall Conference. This will be an in-person meet-
ing with speakers, vendors, and a few special surprises!  

  Visit the Facebook page to find out more details. The 
location, dates, and times are set. Want to know more?
https://www.facebook.com/groups/416505843466396

  Interviews with the vendors “possible specials” will be
posted and shared, as they are confirmed.  

Consuming two tablespoons of honey a day can 
offer health benefits such as antioxidants, better 
wound healing, and anti-inflammatory properties. 
A spoonful of honey (about 21 grams) has the 
following nutritional content: Total carbohydrates: 
17.3 grams. Protein: 0.06 grams.

OSBA 2021 Fall Conference Wrap-Up

13

https://www.facebook.com/groups/416505843466396


The President’s Corner

OSBA President - Peggy Garnes

  As the new year is beginning, many opportunities will be available for everyone to get back to being involved 
with their clubs and OSBA.   I want to thank you for the opportunity to serve you for an additional term and I’m 
confident that despite Covid, beekeeping meetings will continue to carry on to meet the needs of their members. 
Covid will continue to impact in-person meetings, but we beekeepers are now more determined to move ahead
rebuilding our clubs and keeping the well-being of our members foremost in our plans. Many bee clubs have lost 
family members, friends, and colleagues this past year and my hope is that this new year brings hope 
and promise to all.  

  It’s exciting to be able to attend events again and plans for an in- person Fall Conference are in the works. The 
OSBA Planning Meeting held on December 11, 2021, and new ideas and suggestions to the Board and all Board 
members volunteered to keep committees moving along.  During this pandemic, OSBA and clubs have learned to 
embrace technology, using it  as a way to hold meeting, and keep in touch with members. Many meetings, like the 
OSBA Planning Meeting,  are now being  offered as hybrid meetings.  

  We will get through this – we must remain patient and do the best we can, together. 

  So wash your hands, roll up your hive-suit sleeves and get to volunteering in your club. Together, we can move 
toward achieving  a positive impact in our beekeeping world!

Apiary Registration

Who Needs This License? Any person keeping one or more colonies of bees.
Licensing Period: June 1 through May 31 Annually
Annual Fee: $5.00 per apiary (yard with one or more bee hives)
Requirements: Complete application for registration annually and submit required fee.
Forms Needed: Registration form

Apiary Registration

https://agri.ohio.gov/divisions/plant-health/forms/plnt_4201-002

In Ohio, Apiary Registration is required by May 31 each year. This regulation is design-
ed to protect the Ohio Beekeeping Industry by checking for and stopping the spread of 
pests and diseases that are  harmful to honey bees. The inspection is beneficial to bee-
keepers as well as the pollination of most of our crops and wild plants.

For more information
Barbara Bloetscher, State Apiarist

Apiary Program
Ohio Department of Agriculture
8995 E Main St Bldg 23
Reynoldsburg OH 43068

Phone: 614-728-6373
Fax: 614-728-6453
Email: apiary@agri.ohio.gov
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The Official Newsletter of the

http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/resources/osba-newsletters

  The OSBA Quarterly Newsletter was started in 1962, as the Ohio State 
Beekeepers Association Digest. The Newsletter Colony has since taken over in 
2020 with a volunteer staff of 8 terrific people, all of them perfectly fit in their 
field of expertise. It has now grown into 52 pages+ of researched articles, Ohio
Department of Agriculture - Apiary Inspector Report, Associations Across Ohio, 
crossword, recipes, advertisements and incredible photos from our membership. 

   The newsletter is sent via email to our membership, throughout Ohio and 
surrounding states, with just under 200 printed copies and over 7000 virtual
members. All past issues can be viewed at 

  http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/resources/osba-newsletters/
Please take a moment to view issues for format, style, and advertising examples. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our colony.    

Newsletter Colony

Editor - Jamie Walters
editor@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Newsletter - Kelly Morse
newsletter@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Advertisements - Kelly Morse
advertising@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Articles - Jeannie Saum
articles@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

OSBA President - Peggy Garnes
president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Artwork Design - Laurie Dotson
artwork@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Photos & Events - Teresa Parker
photos&events@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Telling the Bees - David Crawford
davidcrawford43113@gmail.com

Associations Across Ohio - Kelly Morse
newsletter@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Newsletter Colony

Important Dates:

Final Artwork Deadline: 1st of December, March, June, September

For issues published by: January, April, July, October

Closing Date . . .

• Advertisements must be in our email box, no later than 1st of the month.

  Example: For the January issue, ad(s) must be in our email box by December 1st. If the 1st falls 

  on a weekend the deadline will be the 2nd or 3rd of that month.

• Any ad received after closing date will be placed if possible, but cannot be guaranteed.

• Ads cannot be cancelled after closing date.

   
The Official Newsletter of the

http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/resources/osba-newsletters

January 2020Volume 9, Issue 1

Winter Wait and Worry
By Jeannie Saum

EAS Report
By Michele Colopy

Planning for a More 
Successful 2020 Bee Season

By Barbara Bloetscher

Chasing Feral Honey Bees
By Jeannie Saum with Dwight Wells Meet the 2020 

4-H Partnership 
Program Winners
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The Official Newsletter of the

http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/resources/osba-newsletters

April 2020Volume 9, Issue 2

Biosecurity, Beekeeping & Life Lesson
By Alex Zomchek

Does Your Club Need Some Extra Funds?
By Mike Doseck

It’s Bee Season
By Jeannie Saum

Chasing Feral Honey Bee X2
By Dwight Wells

Entering Honey Competitions
By Carmen Conrad
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The Official Newsletter of the

http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/resources/osba-newsletters

July 2020Volume 9, Issue 3

 Honeybee Genetics
By Dr. Hongmei Li-Byarlay

American Foulbrood
                By Barb Bloetscher

Beekeeper 
Safety

             By Jamie Walters

Monitoring the Mite 
Biting Behavior

                                                                             By Dwight Wells

Value of Your 
Beehive Resources

                                                             By Jeannie Saum

 Common Mistakes New Beekeepers Make
                                                                                               By Jeannie Saum

OSBA
2022

RATE
CARD

The Official Newsletter of the

http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/resources/osba-newsletters

October 2020Volume 9, Issue 4

Hunny
by Michael Pasquale

Best Practices Change Over Time
by Ron Zickefoose

Varroa Mite Management from a Difference Perspective
by Barb Bloetscher

2020 American Honey Queen & Princess Report
by Honey Queen & Princess

Improving Your Club’s Web Presence
by Jeannie Saum

For All Buzzkind
by Aimee Crane

OSBA Fall Conference - Saturday, November 7th
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Signature:                                                          Date:

Quarterly Newsletter - $_______________  + OSBA Website - $______________   =  Total $______________

Make check payable to: Ohio State Beekeepers Association - 955 Murnan Road, Galloway, OH 43119

Email the completed rate card to treasurer@ohiostatebeekeepers.org  Indicate if you will be paying by credit/debit 

card or PayPal (an invoice will be generated that can be paid online) by checking a box below.                                                                            

Website - Ohio State Beekeepers Association - http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/

Please check the box & circle the style you want your advertisement.
*artwork will only be accepted as .jpg .pdf .tiff .ai .cdr .bmp

Artwork Contact:

Phone:

Email:                                                                            

Business Name:

Contact Name:                                                             

Phone:

Email:                                                                            

Half Page
8” x 5.5”

Business Card
3.5” x 2”

Business Card
2” x 3.5”

Quarter Page
4.25” x 5.5”

Quarter Page
5.5” x 4.25”

Half Page
4” x 11”

Q1 
Q2
Q3
Q4   

$35.00
$35.00
$35.00
$35.00
 

Home Page - banner ad 

(250px height x 350px width)
Banners may be changed per 
each quarterly time period.
(Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall)

Contacts:

                 Advertising - Kelly Morse - 859-468-4560,   advertising@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

        OSBA Treasurer - Rod Pritchard - 614-216-3386,   treasurer@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

                                                                      

                                            

Business Card - b/w                                 
Quarter Page - b/w                              
Half Page - b/w                                   
Full Page - b/w
Inside Front Cover - color                                    
Back Inner Page - color
Back Outside Page - color

   

$35.00            
$75.00
$125.00
$200.00
$300.00
$300.00
$300.00 

2022 Business Rate Per Issue (Jan/Oct)

$140.00 - $126.00            
$300.00 - $270.00
$500.00 - $450.00
$800.00 - $720.00
$1200.00 - $1080.00 
$1200.00 - $1080.00
$1200.00 - $1080.00

Full Year - 4 Issue Discount  
*10% paid in full by December 1st to receive discount

Winter
Spring
Summer
Fall

Per Issue
mark the individual issue(s) you want *only printed copies - full color & b/w

Credit/Debit

PayPal
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                                         How Beeswax is Made 
                                           Beeswax is a substance made by the honeybees in their bodies. The worker bees convert the sugar from 
                                         nectar they eat, into wax in their wax glands. The wax is pushed out through the small pores on their abdo-
                                         mens. It comes out in �ny flakes of wax. The worker bees chew these pieces of wax un�l they are so� and 
                                         moldable, and then use this so�ened wax to make hexagonal honeycomb cells over and over, all exactly 
                                         the same size and shape. Amazing! They also use the beeswax to make flat cappings over cells of honey 
                                         that is ripened, having exactly the correct amount of water content. The bees also mix some beeswax with 
                                         propolis as they cover the hive interior to protect, seal and cover foreign objects. When beeswax is first 
made, it is very light and becomes darker with use. Beeswax has over 248 different compounds in it, 48 of which contribute to 
its aroma. Hea�ng can change and destroy some proper�es. Beeswax can absorb harmful chemicals from the air, so good hive 
management includes replacing old beeswax every 3-5 years. 

The Benefits of Beeswax
  So why is beeswax special, not only to the bees, but to us? Beeswax has many beneficial uses for us, from use as an ingredient in 
household products to a component in skin care and health products. Beeswax is classified as a food and is safe to be used on 
skin or ingested. Beeswax is o�en used in the making of medicine capsules and is a natural thickener with skin benefi�ng prop-
er�es in medical creams and skin care products. Research has shown that beeswax has small an�-inflammatory, an�oxidant, and 
an�microbial effects. It is an effec�ve, natural surface protectant for leather, wood and skin. It's a great alterna�ve to petroleum- 
based products. It is also a great slippery lubricant for things that are stuck, like drawers, zippers, and the like. Beeswax makes 
long-burning candle with a wonderful scent.

Using Beeswax for Health and Home
  Beeswax is a wonderful, natural thickening agent for skin care products. It replaces ar�ficial chemical thickeners and petroleum 
products. There are a few keys to using it.  First, make sure it is well filtered and clean. It should not have specs of propolis or 
debris in it. Second, do not over-heat!  It melts at about 148° F, so try not to let it get much ho�er than 180° F. Overhea�ng can 
change the characteris�cs and make finished products grainy. Third, the amount of beeswax is the key to the thickness and set-
up of your product. The more beeswax, the thicker your product will be, when it cools. You can always re-melt and adjust, if you 
don't like the consistency of the finished product.
.
Beeswax is a healthy, natural addi�on to household products and serves as a protectant for leather, wood, metal and other house-
hold surfaces. You can make leather condi�oner by mixing and mel�ng beeswax with oils like neatsfoot and castor and some 
lanolin. Beeswax controls the thickness and water repellant ability of the condi�oner. A thinner cream is great for leather cloth-
ing, purse, belts, and furniture.  A thicker mixture can be used to waterproof work boots, saddles and leather seats. Furniture 
polish can be made with linseed oil, cas�le soap water,  melted beeswax, and a favorite essen�al oil for a nice smell,  can give 
great shine and protec�on to your wood furniture. Recipes for all these items can easily be found on the internet. 

  Beeswax is handy to have around the house to use, as is, in many ways.  
Here are some ideas:
§Windows and sliding glass door lubricant – rub beeswax on the tracks
§Nails and Screws – rub beeswax on them and they will go in easier
§Zippers – rub on the zipper teeth to help zippers move smoothly or to uns�ck
§Make earplugs – warm up a li�le wax and shape into a ball and insert into ear
§Make dental floss, by running heavy thread across beeswax chunk
§Cover a broken wire on braces un�l you get to your orthodon�st.
§Fire Starters -  1:1 Sawdust / Wax

ub on sole plate of hot iron §Cleaning your iron—when your iron starts to get gummy or scorched, you can clean with beeswax. R
  and rub iron back & forth over a folded terry cloth rag (old washrag or piece of towel). Repeat if necessary. Be sure and rub over 
  a clean piece of terry cloth to remove residue from beeswax. Save the terry cloth rags to rub over the iron when it starts to s�ck.
§Wood filler – Rub beeswax into a scratch or dent.
§Waxing thread— keep a cake of beeswax in your sewing box. If you wax the thread before you use it, it is easier to thread the 
   needle, and it will keep your thread from kno�ng up.
§Oiling furniture joints—for those squeaky noises.
§Preven�ng rust—Coat your hand tools, cast iron, and shovels with beeswax to keep them from rus�ng. 
The internet has lists of hundreds more ways to use beeswax! Don't throw it out. Render it and put it to use around your house.

What's So Special About Beeswax?
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We are back again!                                   Back by popular demand, we are scheduling speakers
the 4th Sunday of each month, starting at 7:00pm. Don’t forget to visit the
Eventbrite.com,    Search events Ohio State Beekeepers Association  and 
register for all of the events for FREE. Presentations are continuously being 
added from your feedback as speakers are confirmed.  

If you would like to receive the monthly Live Webinar Training News, email
us at  don’t miss out. live-webinar-training@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

TRAININGLIVE WEBINAR

2022

CONFIRMED SPEAKERS FOR 2022

TRAININGLIVE WEBINAR + = https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGL6swnaQogF4dikN2xwI4ZbXM2AgGsth

Special thanks to all of  the speakers that participated in 2021.

TRAINING
LIVE WEBINAR

Determing the efficacy of pollen
substitutes as a management tool 
for western honey bee colonies 

Sunday, March 27, 7:00 pm 

with Dr. Emily Noordyke 

TRAINING
LIVE WEBINAR

Sunday, April 24, 7:00 pm 

with Dr. David T. Peck 

Varroa: Keeping Bees Alive 

in a Parasite/Host Arms Race 

TRAINING
LIVE WEBINAR

Sunday, Nov 27, 7:00 pm 

"Honey Bee Chemical 

Communications and Hygienic 

Behavior" 

with Dr. Kaira Wagoner 

TRAINING
LIVE WEBINAR

Virtual Hive

Inspection  

Sunday, June 26, 7:00 pm 

with Dr. Linda Tillman 

TRAINING
LIVE WEBINAR

Sunday, Feb 27, 7:00 pm 

Ohio Tick Talk 

with Dr. Timonthy McDermott 

TRAINING
LIVE WEBINAR

Sunday, Date, 7:00 pm 

Presentation 

with Speaker 

Who would you like to see next? Attend

the next presentation to find out more.

Your feedback is wanted!
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BG Bee Group
  We typically meet the 3rd Thursday of each month, at the Wood County 
District Office, 18729 Mercer Rd., Bowling Green, OH 43402, from 5:30-
7:30pm. For additional information contact Mike Soboleski at 419-494-
2226 or email: sobeehoney@gmail.com 

Black Swamp Beekeepers Association
  We ended 2021 with a Recognition & Potluck Party on November 20th with our guest speaker, Peggy Garnes.
Everyone said she gave a great presentation and is a wealth of knowledge. Joe & Carol
Russell of CRBCRX Bee Supplies donated a hive for the raffle, among other gift 
baskets and prizes. It was a perfect wrap-up to a long season.

 The kick-off to 2022 is incredible with up to 3 ~ 4-H Scholarships to be awarded, the
1-Day Beginning Beekeeper Class on Saturday, February 26th at 9:00am, and setting 
up our training class at the Pollinator Sanctuary & Training Facility of Defiance County
this year. We started a “Coffee Break” & “Breakfast Break” fun get togethers through-
out the Defiance, Williams, Henry, and adding Paulding County this year. This is an 
open get together for conversation for a couple hours that has become quite popular. 
This brings 18-25 members together for some great fun and talk. Chris Coppes has 
kicked off out February meeting with “Getting Ready in the Apiary” for 2022.
 
  We are all planning to attend the Tri-County - Spring Workshop on Friday, March 4.

 www.facebook.com/Black-Swamp-Beekeepers-Association

               

Regional Director
Mr. Jamie Walters
maumee-valley@

Regional Representative
Mr. Roger Myers
maumee-valley-rep@

Maumee Valley Beekeepers
  The Maumee Valley Beekeepers continue to meet in person and have started to also broadcast the meetings 
on Zoom. Our September meeting ended up being a round table discussion on how everyone's bees were do-
ing and a demonstration by David Veith on how to make a winter candy board and Larry Banachowski talked 
about how he prepares his bees for winter. Our annual honey tasting contest, and annual meeting were held in 
October. 

  For the second year in a row Scott Nowak won the best tasting honey and 
first-time honey harvester Renee Jennsen won for best varietal honey. At the 
annual meeting for only the third time in over 25 years a new president was 
elected. Jacob Sublett was elected president, David Veith vice-president, 
Deb Oberhouse Secretary, and Roberta Hobbs Treasurer. For our November 
meeting we had guest speaker Jamie Walters join 
us by Zoom and talk about "How to do an Autopsy on a Dead out". 
www.facebook.com/pages/Maumee-Valley- Bee-Keepers-Association   

Associations Across Ohio

Renee Jennsen ~ Varietal Honey winner, 
President Roger Myers and Scott Nowak

~Best Honey winner .

Important Dates:
 February 1st, 2022 - For application, please contact the email address below.

February 20th, 2022 - Application deadline.

February 28th, 2022 - Winners will be announced.  
 

Questions, please contact BSBA Scholarship Program
blackswampbeekeepersassoc@gmail.com or 419.890.1711

 

1
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Applicants from Defiance, Paulding, Henry & Williams will receive:

     Woodenware for two hives

     1 year membership to BSBA

     1 year subscription to Hive Newsletter

     Free Beginning Internship Classes 2022

     and much more...

In cooperation with:
 

BSBA
dy ea e’sK

yB ee ne os & H

The Black Swamp Beekeepers Association supports new young beekeepers through our 
Scholarship Program. Long term success of our future beekeepers is built on a solid 
foundation of scientific knowledge, mentoring with experienced beekeepers, hands-on 
experience on proper equipment and gear. The Scholarship Program encourages partici-
pation of the guardian, student, local association, and mentor. This program is open to 
members of 4-H, in school, between the ages of 12 and 18.

Scholarship Program - 2022
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Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers
  We have had a busy fall! With the challenges covid has put upon us, we have tried to be a little creative hold-
ing more meetings outdoors. We've had some excellent presentations on making sugar boards and testing and 
controlling varroa mites. In September, Dr. Mike “Doc” Stone graciously offered to host our annual picnic. We 
had a great turnout and everyone enjoyed the potluck and all the delicious food!  The kids loved swimming, 
checking out all the chickens, peacocks and especially the Belgian horses. Doc breeds and raises champion 
Belgians and is always available to field questions. It was wonderful to see members we haven't seen since the 
covid lockdown and once again talk….bees!

  At our November meeting we labeled over 200 honey bears that were all filled by our generous members to be 
given out to food pantries across the area. This is a yearly event we do to give back to the communities and is 
always appreciated. Our annual Christmas Party will be held December 6th.  We will be having some wonder-
ful door prizes and raffle items including a full 10 frame hive complete with supers, nuc boxes, gift certificates 
and much more!
  
  From our club to yours, have a safe and very Merry Christmas!  http://srvba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/

Regional Director
Mrs. Linda Miller
erie-basin@

Regional Representative
Mrs. Laurie Kehres
erie-basin-rep@

Black Fork Bee Club 
Send email to blackforkbeeclub@gmail.com

Richland Area Beekeepers
   Email Stephanie Metzger at  for more information.  slmetzger13@gmail.com
http://raba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/ 

North Central Ohio Beekeepers Association 
   See us on Facebook ~ https://www.facebook.com/groups/242848549962653/

SRVBA
Annual
Picnic

Labeling Bears
Kim Root

Chris Earnhart
Tim Grayson 

& Paul Dundore

Northwest Ohio Beekeepers Association
  We are having a 1-Day Beginner Beekeeping Class on Saturday, March 19th starting at 9:00 am. It will be 
held by the Hancock County Parks, Brugeman Lodge at River Bend Park. Our first in-person meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, March 22. We are moving up the start time to 7:00 pm from 7:30 pm. Please check out
the newsletter for more details and follow our Facebook page. www.facebook.com/NorthwestOhioBeekeepers 

             
          

21

http://srvba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/
mailto:erie-basin@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
mailto:erie-basin-rep@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
mailto:blackforkbeeclub@gmail.com
mailto:slmetzger13@gmail.com
http://raba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242848549962653/
www.facebook.com/NorthwestOhioBeekeepers


Regional Representative
Mr. Dale Olson
western-reserve-rep@

Regional Director
Mrs. Allyson May
western-reserve@

Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association
  The September and October meetings were held at the Jefferson East Park pavilion. Our November meeting 
was held at the Ashtabula Library Robert Morrison room. The December 11th meeting will be our annual hol-
iday festival which will be held at the Ashtabula Library.

  For the third consecutive year the ACBA in partnership with Ashtabula Soil and Water, Ashtabula County 
Master Gardeners and Ashtabula OSU Extension office is hosting a virtual Pollinator Symposium: The 2021 
Northeast Ohio Pollinator Symposium Winter Series was selected as the winner of outstanding program in the 
Environmental Horticulture category for medium program. It also went on to win the overall Outstanding 
Master Gardener Volunteer Project for medium size program! Register for the upcoming symposium go to 
www.go.osu.edu/NEOPS2022
All programs are Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
  January 12 – Judy Semroc, Field Biologist & Naturalist
  Title: “Important Trees, Shrubs and Vines to Attract Beneficial Insects and Birds.”
  January 26 – Denise Ellsworth, Pollinator Education, Program Director, Ohio State University
  Title: “Creating a haven for pollinators, including butterflies, bees and hummingbirds”
  Feb 9 – Dr. Randall Mitchell, Professor, Department of Biology, University of Akron
  Title: “Bumble bees of Ohio – the search for the rusty patched bumble bee
  Feb 23 – Dr. Mary Gardiner, Professor, Department of Entomology, Ohio State University
  Title: “The Value of Vacant Land as Bee Habitat”
  March 9 – Rose Mary Burns, Linda Dole, Suzanne Westlake, Carol Blake
  Title: “BioBlitz your Backyard”
www.facebook.com/AshtabulaCountyBeekeepersAssoc/

Geauga County Beekeepers
  The Geauga Beekeepers Association had a fabulous fall, because we found a regular meeting place! The 
Munson Township Hall will be hosting us, the 3rd Thursdays of 2022, starting in February. Schedule chang-
es at Kent Geauga campus in Burton prevented us from using their lobby for the foreseeable future. We are 
planning out our speakers for next year, so stay tuned and check out our website, 

, for updates and contact info with any questions! We also had new elections and geaugacountybeekeepers.org
Dale Olson was re-elected as Vice President, Susan Dunlap was re-elected as Treasurer, David Shade was re-
elected as Director and Gabrielle Meester was elected as our newest Director. Finally, Geauga County 
Beekeepers Association would like to wish everyone a Happy Holiday and fabulous beekeeping for the new 
year.

*

*

*

*

*

Greater Cleveland Beekeepers
   In October the Greater Cleveland Beekeepers Association had a fantastic turnout at the monthly meeting, 
highest attendance yet this year. Our space was decorated for Halloween and many members brought Hal-
loween themed goodies to share. Our presenter for the evening was Dave Noble. Dave presented on honeybee 
pheromones. He gave an engaging talk and the membership asked lots of questions. Dan Zikursh visited GC-
BA for our November monthly meeting. His wife, Melinda, and their business partner, Marcus Weidner, 
joined Dan in showing and telling everything about mead. The Zikursh-Weidner partnership owns the venture 
Three Sips Brewing in Geneva, Ohio. As Dan gave an excited, entertaining talk about mead he actually made 
a batch realtime! The three brewers came well stocked with items to sample and to purchase. It was a fantastic 
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Continued ~ Greater Cleveland Beekeepers
event, and apparently GCBA already has some aspiring mead brewers on our roster as many members asked 
pointed questions to help further their own home mead production lines!

  Executive Board members Larry Theurer, Sheila Mauer, and Shannon Warder each gave presentations about 
honeybees this fall to different groups. Larry had a large crowd of high schoolers visit him at the Bee Barn at 
the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds. He said they were very interested in the observation hive and most seem-
ed comfortable around the bee yard. Sheila, assisted by GCBA member, Ellie Jisa, presented to elementary 
students in Parma as part of continuing education from World Bee Day. Shannon spoke about honey bees' role 
as pollinators to three 4th grade STEM classrooms in Parma. GCBA recently restarted our Public Education 
Committee and looks forward to many more engagements with the greater Cleveland community.

  This coming month GCBA will hold the annual Holiday Party. Elections for 2022 officers will take place as 
well. This year the party planning committee, led by Sarah Marie, has planned a turkey bowl-a-thon, 50/50 
raffle, storytelling, and a gift exchange. Heading into the new year GCBA is working on updating our web-
site to possibly offer online registrations and sprucing up our literature/public branding with an updated logo 
that was designed for the fair booth this past August.  www.greaterclevelandbeekeepers.com

Lorain County Beekeepers Association
      

 
  LCBA sponsored their First Annual 
Lorain County Beekeepers Association 
End of Summer Classic event in Sept-
ember with an attendance over 600 
guests. Thank you for everyone who 
came to our event. Mark your calendars 
now for our second event scheduled for 

September 24, 2022. More information will be available in the coming newsletters.Our October members meet-
ing was our annual Fall Banquet and Auction which raised money for our Building Fund. Our November meet-
ing was a demonstration of how to use your beeswax. Thank you to our members for providing demonstrations 
on soap by Valerie Weiss; lip balm by Sherry Oleyar; and lotion bars by Sheila St. Clair. Thank you, ladies! In 
addition to the demonstrations, we had our annual Chili Cook Off. Our winners with first prize going to Ellie 
Jisa, second prize to Sherry Oleyar and third prize to Bren Leiby. Thank you to everyone who participated to 
make it a great night. 

   Our other competition for the night was the LCBA Best Tasting Honey Award, judged by a team of non-
participating members. Our winner for the evening with a trophy, $40 check, and bragging rights for one year 
was Marilyn Teeple. Second place was Florence Benton, and third place was Steve Moysan. Thank you to all 
24 members who participated.
  

The bee's brain is oval in shape and only about the size of a sesame seed.

Bees stroke their wings an exhausting 11,400 per minute.
Did you
know?
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Continued ~ Lorain County Beekeepers Association

  
Our December meeting will be our annual Christmas Potluck and White 
Elephant Gift Exchange. We are looking for entertaining bee games which 
will be provided by Denzil St. Clair. Officer elections will be held, and our 
2022 Board of Directors will be announced in our next newsletter. Our Jan-
uary 14th meeting will have Dave Noble speaking on “Honeybee Phero-
mones:  Theory and Management. February 11th meeting will have Dave 
Edwards and Denzil St. Clair speaking on “Basswood Section Boxes, Ross 
Rounds and Cut Comb.” Beginner Beekeeping classes will be March 4, 11, 
18 and 27. Please visit  for a list of our www.loraincountybeekeepers.org
2022 speakers and events. Happy New Year to all Beekeepers!

 

 

Marilyn Teeple being presented the 
Best Tasting Honey Award 

by Denzil St. Clair

Medina County Beekeepers

  The Fall has been a cool, damp season here in Medina. We pretty much had little to no fall nectar flow so many 

beekeepers needed to supplement their hives to add enough weight to get through the long winter months. Several 

beekeepers already reported hives absconding or dying due to high mite loads in spite of treatments. It's going to 

be a long winter at this rate. A successful October “in person” meeting of soap making brought smiles to many 

members on the ease of this task.  Several beekeepers left the meeting looking forward to a new wax adventure. 

The November meeting was a “4 Corner Round Robin” event featuring how to make candy/sugar feed for winter, 

how to make a honey warmer (2 versions), how to wrap/insulate your hive and how to render wax. This meeting 

was well attended in person with several non-member attendees. The Christmas Party will be held on December 

7 at a local restaurant and a donation for the local food bank, Feeding Medina, is being requested in lieu of a pay-

ment. A Trivia game is planned, and we are looking forward to relaxing and gathering for the holiday! Beginner 

classes are already filling up and we will have two sessions again in 2022 (Saturday day class and Tuesday even-

ing class) January 17th with Barb Bloetscher presenting on American Fouldbrood and other related diseases.

MCBA Class

Christmas Gathering

Portage County Beekeepers
Greetings from the Portage County Beekeepers Association.  www.portagecountybeekeepers.com
 During the last 18+ months of the global pandemic Portage County Beekeepers have been holding our meet-
ings via Zoom, just like most of you. We have a strong core of members that have attended the meetings and 
keep learning about their bees. While we are all concerned about the global pandemic the bees just keep going 
on about their business and so do their beekeepers! Managing their colonies to prevent swarming, making 
splits, harvesting honey, feeding as needed, and of course managing Varroa. It has been challenging, especially 
for the new beekeepers. 
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Summit County Beekeepers Association
Check our website at  for upcoming events.  www.summitbeekeepers.com

Continued ~ Portage County Beekeepers
  The Board of the Portage County Beekeepers met recently and we are going to try and start holding in person 
meetings again starting in January of 2022. We will of course be following the experts advice and guidelines to 
keep our members safe and healthy. We will also be holding an in person beginners class starting in February 
of 2022.

  In other news current President of the Portage County Beekeepers, Tracy Alarcon, 
attended the Eastern Apicultural Society conference held in KY this year and was 
able to pass all four exams of rigorous testing to become an EAS Certified 
Master Beekeeper.  https://easternapiculture.org/programs/master-beekeepers/
Best wishes to all and have a safe and happy holiday season from everyone at 
the Portage County Beekeepers Association!" 
https://sites.google.com/site/portagecountybeekeepers/

Trumbull County Beekeepers
Please see our website- trumbullcountybeekeepers@yahoo.com

FFA Class in its 5th year
 at Fairbanks School

Wyatt Hughes 
OSBA Scholarship 

Recipient
Darke County Fair

Wyatt Hughes
performing an
Alcohol Wash

Regional Director
Mr. Dwight Wells
top-of-ohio@

Regional Representative
Mr. Dan Braden
top-of-ohio-rep@

West Central Ohio Beekeepers Association
  During the Pandemic of 2021 West Central Ohio Beekeepers Association decided not to hold normal in person 
meetings, instead 2021 became the year of mentoring. Both one on one and groups of 2/3 new Beekeepers be-
came the norm. The range of age and backgrounds, from 4H and FFA youth, middle age folks to age early 60’s 
folks getting ready to retire or just retired. Using different Beginning Beekeeping books based on the age of the 
beekeeper proved to be successful. Zoom meetings were used if needed or one on one mentoring meetups oc-
curred. We were involved in two in person Beginning Bee Schools. The Top of Ohio OSBA Region counties are 
mostly rural which also helped to be isolated from large groups. Two of the beekeepers were home schooled 
which helped on the timing of the meetups. Our new beekeepers were introduced to Trapping Feral honey bees 
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Miami Valley Beekeepers Association
  The buzz in the Miami Valley IS the Miami Valley Beekeepers Association.  Our local meetings at the Tipp 
City Library provide timely, seasonal information to our beekeeping community to help promote sustainable 
beekeeping practices. Come join the MVBA hive in 2022. Visit our website  www.mvbeekeepers.org

Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers Association
   Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers Association 
(GGLBA) finished the year strong, having re-
turned to our regular meeting place at the St. 
Mary’s Community Public Library. Our attend-
ance has been running around 35-40 at each of 
the last few meetings. Jamie Walters was our 
featured speaker in October, speaking to our 
group on education through mistakes and pre-
paring hives for winter. Jamie's years of bee-
keeping experience combined with his enthu-
siasm and great presentation skills, make a memorable presentation. The November meeting featured a differ-
ent kind of topic altogether.  Mike Doseck was our featured speaker, but not the Mike Doseck who is a past 
GGLBA president. The other Mike, spoke about beekeeping in Tanzania. Mike, who grew up in Wapakoneta, 
now lives in the Chicago area, so this meeting was via ZOOM.  (This was GGLBA's first attempt at having a 
ZOOM speaker, and overall it went very well.)  Mike has made several trips to Tanzania with church organiza-
tions, focusing on improving healthcare and economic opportunity for residents there.  Along the way he also 
has gotten involved with the local beekeeping industry, which uses log hives made from the Miombo tree. Be-
cause the Miombo tree is protected, he and others are trying to get local beekeepers to switch from log hives to 
a more modern top bar style hive.  

   
Jamie Walters explaining how to maximize winter survival to the GGLBA members.

Continued ~ West Central Ohio Beekeepers Association
in remote areas in many Ohio counties which proved successful again this year. Our new beekeepers were intr-
oduced to checking for Mite Biting using digital microscopes also doing alcohol washes to check mite loads. 
Mite alcohol washes are critical to successful Beekeeping. Two of our mentored beekeepers assisted with our 
work in three leased yards at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base which is a Bee City USA site. Other projects at 
WPAFB is removing Wild Honeysuckle then planting pollinator flowers including Boneset, Snakeroot and other 
favorites of pollinators are ongoing projects.

  We assisted an OSU grad student on her Soybean project in three different locations including Wright-Patter-
son Air Force Base. Two of our mentored beekeepers assisted on this project. West Central Ohio Beekeepers 
Association is also a founding member of the Ohio Queen Bee Improvement Project.LLC, their website is 

 Based on our success in 2021, and the continuing pandemic going into 2022, WCOBA will ohqueenbee.com
continue our mentoring system with new beekeepers. Education, projects, team work and mentoring are the key 
to our successes within WCOBA. www.wcoba.com

 
 

Pictures by 
Mike DoseckTraditional log hives 

made from the 
endangered miombo 

tree

Villagers building box style 
top bar hive to replace 

miombo log hives

Comb is crushed, stirred, 
and strained to harvest the 
dark, richly flavored honey 
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Greater Grand Lake Beekeepers Association
  A sample of Miombo honey was provided to everyone at the meeting. Miombo honey is very dark and rich in 
flavor, quite different from the honey we produce here. Likewise, Tanzanian methods of beekeeping are also 
quite different. Their bees are very aggressive. Their top-bar style hives are suspended by ropes in trees. Their 
method of harvesting honey involves crushing the comb, generally stirring it in a bucket, and then straining out 
the honey, using cloth or some kind of makeshift honey press. Mike's challenges are many, not the least of which 
is that he himself is not a beekeeper, but he is working hard to learn more. Mike is also trying to help these local 
beekeepers develop an export market to increase the value of their crop.

  Our December meeting will feature the annual election of officers, a carry-in, and a silent auction, proceeds of 
which will be used to support local winners of the OSBA 4-H/FFA Youth Scholarship as well as a yet to be nam-
ed charity.

  As our bees are all tucked in for winter, we can take a few minutes and give thanks to God for allowing us to be 
involved with this great adventure of beekeeping.  As optimistic beekeepers we look forward to next year, certain 
it will be even better.

Regional Director
Mrs. Nina Bagley
heart-of-ohio@

Regional Representative
Mr. Will Merrill
heart-of-ohio-rep@

Central Ohio Beekeepers Association
  The last three months have been a busy time, but great fun for COBA. Our 
in-person meetings started out slow, but picked up the last few months at 
Franklin Park Conservatory (FPC). We continue to hold ZOOM meetings for 
members who can't join in person, but technology is sometimes a challenge 
at FPC. In October, elections were held for Board of Trustee Positions. We 
are happy to welcome Claudia Khourey-Bowers and Penelope Mishne for 
another term. Bob Bowers and Bob Hooker are also joining the Board. The 
October meeting also hosted our annual Member appreciation event. Many 
members took home useful prizes like new frames, hive treatments, tools, 
electric wax decapper, and many more items. COBA is grateful to the many 
donors who made the event so nice.

  In November, we hosted our annual banquet at Der Dutchmen Restaurant. 
Recognition went to many mentors for both our Youth Scholars and First 
Year Beekeepers, especially in this strange time of not being able to meet at 
the First Year Bee Yard. Previous winners of the “Beekeeper of the Year” 
award elected Pete Ferron as the 2021 Beekeeper of the Year. Pete has been 
a longtime member of COBA, previously served on the Board, and continues
to be a key contributor in mentoring of new beekeepers. Carmen Conrad was 
present to help judge honey submissions from members who participated. 
She is always most helpful in teaching what makes a good entry whether 
Local, State or National Honey Competitions.

  We hope the rest of Ohio has had a great bee season and wish the best for over wintering your bees! 
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year http://centralohiobeekeepers.org/ 

Carmen Conrad explains honey 
judging at the COBA annual dinner.

Pete Ferron is presented with the 
Central Ohio Beekeepers Association 

Beekeeper of the Year award by 
former beekeepers of the year.
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Fairfield County Beekeepers Association 
  FCBA has continued to work hard to serve local beekeepers and the community. In October, our 
club manned a display booth at the Fairfield County Fair for 7 days, from 9 - 9 - Phew! With the 
help of members Dan and Mary Wampler, who have a decade of collected display material, we 
were able to attract quite an interested crowd each day. Display materials included scores of lam-
inated teaching pictures, mini hands-on models of a hive and smoker, various casts of preserved 
bees in vials for examining, beeswax, honey candy to sample, and of course - the big draw - an 
observation hive. FCBA members were able to teach about bees and their importance. We had in-
terest from  over 100 people in taking our beginning beekeeping class in February. We also sold 
members’ honey and honeycomb, on consignment, and earned some income for the club. Member 
Kevin Paulus won best of show for his Ross Rounds and placed second in  baking  with honey for 
his honey muffins, among other awards. Matt and Christie Woida, between the  two  of them,  won 
1st and 2nd for cut comb; 1st and 2nd in light amber honey; 2nd in amber honey and 1st in gift 
basket. Member, Mary Wampler, besides her winnings with her flowers and arrangements, won 3rd 
in amber honey  and 4th in light amber honey. And our young beekeeper, Josiah Edwards, 10 , won 
1st place in his division with his pet rabbit and 3rd place all around!

  Our October in-person/Zoom hybrid club meeting featured our own member, Jason Fought, who 
talked and demonstrated how he prepares his hive for winter, starting with late spring feeding to 
buttoning them up for winter. He brought several hive parts to demonstrate his  methods. We had 
about 15 members come in-person and 3 via zoom. Member Matt Woida’s beautiful queen graced 
the cover of the recent Bee Culture Magazine, photo taken by his wife, Christie!

  In November, we had 15 members come in person for a Brown Bag Sup and Gab before the meet-
ing. It was great to be able to put names with faces again and talk bees!  Then we had 5 members 
join us online for the meeting. Our planned speaker had to cancel last minute due to health issues, 
so we used Kim Flottum’s YouTube recorded talk on Bee Hive Nutrition. It was very interesting to 
learn about all the different nutritional needs bee derive from pollen and honey. 

December’s meeting featured Franklin County’s Bee Inspector, Nina Bagley and State Apiarist, 
Barb Bloetscher.  Nina told about what she does and looks for in a hive inspection. Barb shared the 
state of beekeeping in Ohio, what diseases have been seen and what to look for to keep our bees 
healthy. This meeting was also in-person and Zoomed. Our club has written two grants to help sup-
port our beekeeper training and community outreach. A grant written to the local Fairfield Founda-
tion, was recently awarded to our club! This grant will  provide to three youth in 4-H,  FFA, or Ag 
programs; plus, one military veteran; a full Beginning Beekeeper Scholarship  - including Bee 
School; two hives, a bee package and a nuc; a suit and tools; a mentor; the Beginning Internship 
Program, Bee Yard, and membership in FCBA and OSBA. These scholarships will be a “work-to-
earn” program, with full ownership of the hives and equipment to be granted the following January, 
once the required tasks are complete.  We are excited to be able to offer these scholarships to 3 
youth and a veteran who want to learn beekeeping.We have written another grant to South Central 
Power in their Operation Round Up Grant Program. This is to  support and enhance our outreach 
efforts to the community. We hope to hear about this grant request sometime in January. We’ll keep 
plugging along, providing educational opportunities to our local beekeepers and hoping that once 
spring comes, our bees will have survived!   www.fairfieldcountybeekeepers.org

It's hard to believe there was ever a time where beekeepers worked without smokers! But it wasn't 

until 1873 that _____________________, the father of American beekeeping, first invented the smoker.
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Scioto Valley Beekeepers
  The Scioto Valley Beekeepers, based in Circleville, will close out the year with some 115 individual and family 
members from 9 central and southern counties. We stayed active through our Online Roundtable Facebook Page 
during the peak of Covid last winter and began meeting in person again in March. We also conducted a well at-
tended beginners beekeeping class in April. Our regular monthly meetings begin with an open roundtable forum, 
followed by a business meeting and educational program conducted by one of our members or a guest speaker. 

  Two of our larger beekeepers joined forces in sending over 600 hives to the California nut groves last winter, re-
ceiving the hives back in early spring. All the hives did very well with little or no losses and returned very strong. 
Staging is currently underway for this year's shipment. The SVB maintains hives at the Slate Run Metro Park 
Historical Farm and the Evert's Building Community Gardens. These hives are used for educational purposes and 
the honey they produce is used for an extraction exhibit conducted by club members at the Lithopolis Honey Fest-
ival. These hives produced well this year and the honey is sold to a local dealer and the proceeds are returned to 
the club as credit for additional materials. Several members attended a queen rearing and queen bee improvement 
seminar hosted be Zale Maxwell and Dwight Wells this past summer. The club has few members that rear queens 
in large numbers and others have expressed interest in the field.

  The Scioto Valley Beekeepers plays a very active role in the Lithopolis Honey Festival each September by cond-
ucting both a honey extraction exhibit and a pollinator educational exhibit. This year the SVB joined forces with a 
couple of local Monarch Butterfly raisers to add this element into the pollinator exhibit which was very well re-
ceived by the public. The festival was blessed with outstanding weather this year. The SVB, in conjunction with 
the Lithopolis Honeyfest, purchased and installed 2 memorial benches in the Lithopolis Village Park to honor the 
contributions of Arnold Crabtree and Barry Conrad to beekeeping and the founding of the Scioto Valley Beekeep-
ers and the Lithopolis Honeyfest. A dedication ceremony was held during the festival.

  Club members exhibited their skills by entering honey competitions at the Lithopolis Honeyfest, Fairfield County 
Fair, and the Circleville Pumpkin Show. Members took many first place awards in several categories and Best Of 
Show at both Lithopolis and Circleville. The membership enjoyed a summer picnic hosted by member James Barr 
on his beautiful farm east of Ashville in July. A wiener roast was held in October and the year will be closed out in 
December with our annual gift exchange. The Scioto Valley Beekeepers wish everyone all the very best in the new 
year and much success in the bee yard!   www.sciotovalleybeekeepers.com

  Knox County Beekeepers
  See our website www.knoxbees.com

ECOBA
  Registration for our 2022 Bee School Classes is open, you can visit our website at www.e-coba.org or use 
one of the event links below to register. Classes are the last two weekends in January and the first two week-
ends in February.

     Saturday, January 22, 2022 https://beekeepingclass22jan2022.eventzilla.net
     Saturday, January 29, 2022 https://beekeepingclass29jan2022.eventzilla.net
     Saturday, February 5, 2022 https://beekeepingclass05feb2022.eventzilla.net
     Saturday, February 12, 2022 https://beekeepingclass12feb2022.eventzilla.net

  All single registrant fees include a workbook with additional registrants having the option to purchase add-
itional workbooks for additional attendees, or share a workbook. Basic Hive kits will also be available for 
registrants to order at an extreme discount (kits only, does NOT include bees, we will assist you in finding a 
distributor). Hive kit orders are limited when registering for class, but you will have an opportunity at the 
end of class to order additional kits.
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Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers   
  Beginner School sponsored by Guernsey Noble Beekeepers & Ohio State University Extension, Noble County

  Sessions: There will be a 5-hour classroom session (9am to 2 pm) on Saturday, March 5th at Extension Oper-
ation Office, Caldwell (Formally known Southeast Regional Extension Office). 
   Other sessions are: April – On site inspection at the Apiary.  
   June – On site Hive management for Bee Expansion & honey production.  
   August – Varroa Management and other disease. 
   September – Preparation for Winter.  Also available will be Electronic Mentoring from the instructors.
 Cost: $35.00 which includes membership to the Guernsey Noble Beekeepers Association and one year mem-
bership in the Ohio State Beekeepers.

  To enroll: please email Don Crock at:  Christine Gelley at  of your doncrock@yahoo.com gelley.2@osu.edu
interests. Include phone number and email or call Don at 740-581-1883 or OSU Extension 740-732-5681.

Regional Director
Mr. Lloyd Horst
crossroads@

Regional Representative
Mr. Joe Heider
crossroads-rep@

Continued ~ ECOBA
  As part of the class fee, you will receive a one-year membership in our East Central Ohio Beekeepers Assoc.; 
a first-year complimentary membership in the Ohio State Beekeepers Assoc.; a hands-on teaching beeyard 
annually, & deep discounts on products & supplies available as a member of our association. Class fee is non-
refundable. Classes will be held at the Taft Reserve South, 10383 Fairview Rd SE, Newark, OH 43055. We 
will hold a Build Day weekend in March following beekeeping classes, and a Package bee installation day that 
kicks off our teaching bee yard in April.

  Additional hands-on training, equipment building sessions, etc. will be offered and announced during your 
class session, and mentors will be available to you to assist after the classroom sessions are over. Monthly 
meetings are also held for our entire membership which provide for additional knowledge, bulk purchasing 
opportunities, volunteer and practical, hands-on events. An active first and second year teaching bee yard  
offers a bundle of benefits realized through your class fee. Email -    info@e-coba.org https://www.e-coba.org

   
 
                                         

For more information about 
Guernsey Noble Beekeepers visit at the following website: 

 or www.guernseynoblebeekeepers.com
Facebook Guernsey-Noble-Beekeepers-2324184994530591

Columbiana Mohoning County Beekeepers Association
  No report ~  http://cmcba.net/
 

Carroll County Beekeepers
  No report ~  https://www.facebook.com/groups/CarrollCountyBeekeepersAssociation/
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Tri-County Beekeepers
  Here at Tri-County Beekeepers Association(TCBA), our club has been busy. We participated in both the 
Ashland and Wayne County fairs. We have been meeting in person for the last few months, and the Educa-
tion Committee and the Directors have been working on our annual Workshop held the first weekend in 
March.We have some great speakers lined up as well as the vendors and a chance to catch up with old friends. 
For the 2022 Workshop it will be held at Fisher Auditorium complex as usual, on Friday night, March 4, and 
Saturday, March 5, 2022. This year the preregistration opens on January 16, 2022 and ends on February 12, 
2022. For the first time, we will have registration on Saturday morning; but the cost will be $10 more than 
preregistration.

  Beginning in January, 2022, our website will be continually updated with Workshop costs, topics, a list of 
speakers, and other planned activities. So check our website weekly for updates.

  So, mark your calendars, preregister, and we will see you on March 4-5, 2022! TCBA has their regular meet-
ings the last Wednesday of each month at the Christian Children's Home in Wooster. The next meeting will be
January 26th. We start our meetings at 7pm with a guest speaker followed by a snack and a business meeting 
to end the evening. Our meetings are open to anyone wishing to attend.  http://www.tricountybeekeepers.org

Jefferson County Beekeepers
  No report ~  http://jeffcobeesohio.weebly.com/
 

  
Stark County Beekeepers
  No report ~  www.starkbeekeepers.org
 

Coshocton County Beekeepers Association
  No report ~  www.coshoctonbeekeepers.com
 

Regional Director
Mr. Rich Stewart
miami-valley@

Regional Representative
Open

Clinton County Beekeepers
 The members of the Beekeepers of Clinton county meet the second Tuesday of every month at Dove Church 
in Wilmington at 7:00 pm. These meetings are very insightful for new and experienced beekeepers and are 
great to share knowledge and the trials of beekeeping. The meetings are led by Rich Stewart, Clinton County 
Beekeeper President and Master Beekeeper. To reach the club please contact the com-
munications representative, Brenda Compliment at clintoncountybeekeepers@gmail.com
~ https://www.facebook.com/groups/250625229195238/ 

Greene County Beekeepers Association
   Greene County Beekeepers Association members were treated to another great line-up of guest speakers this 
past quarter, including Brooke Nikkila from the U of Minn, Dr. Juliana Rangel, and Heather Boerema.  Edu-
cation and outreach were thriving in 2021, and the GCBA board is already planning for an exciting 2022 with 
a stellar line-up of speakers, hands-on club activities (with a close eye on COVID restrictions), the GCBA 
4-H Sponsorship Program, along with ideas to welcome new members who have taken beginner classes.  
Visit us at  !www.gcbeekeepers.org
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Warren County Beekeepers
  Our October meeting featured Gary Keuffer presenting “Pheromones- Language of the Bees”. November we
had George Anderson of GM Bee Farm presenting “Overwinter Your Hives & Get Them Through to Spring”
The Holiday Gathering was held on December 12th. Beekeeping for Beginners will be held at 108 East Church 
St. Mason, OH 45040 Registration closes Jan. 15th. Visit  https://warrencountyohiobeekeepers.org

Southwestern Ohio Beekeepers
  Saturday, March 26, 2022 Oasis Conference Center 902 Loveland-Miamiville Rd, Loveland, OH 45140. The 
SW Ohio Beekeeper School is back as an in-person event. Some great educational sessions and bee equipment 
vendors on site. Registration is required and space is limited. Registration opens Saturday, January 15th, 2022. 
Mark your calendars! More information will be available soon.~  www.swohiobeekeepers.com

Butler County Beekeepers
  We typically hold monthly meetings the second Thursday of every month at the Miami University Ecology 
Research Center (5806 Somerville Road, Oxford, OH 45056) check our FB page  

 or email   https://www.facebook.com/Butlercountybeekeepers/ karri_w@yahoo.com

Regional Director
Mrs. Kelly Morse
ohio-valley@

Regional Representative
Mr. Jim Hopkins
ohio-valley-rep@

Adams County Ohio Beekeepers Association 
   We had a short meeting in November to allow for Thanksgiving carry in. Elections were held and Dave 
Mangus, Heidi Price and Shirley Hart remain in office with Marlin Dennison as our Bee Coordinator and 
Kenny Moles as Trustee .We will continue partnering with the Ohio Farm Bureau for our Youth Hive Scholar-
ship program and are accepting applicants. We will resume meeting in February as usual meetings are held the 
third Thursday of each month at 7:00pm at the Bible Baptist Church 9840 State Route 41 West Union. Hope to 
see you there. www.facebook.com/Adams-County-Beekeepers-Association-214316711916893/
 

     The Ohio Valley Region was honored to present the OSBA Beekeeper of the 
   Year to Gary Keuffer at left is BCBA President Mark Roberto presenting the
   award to Gary Keuffer

Brown County Beekeepers Association
   At the time of this writing, the holiday season will soon be upon us. The Brown County Beekeepers Assoc-
iation have much to be thankful for this year in spite of the Covid Pandemic and the restrictions placed upon 
groups to meet in person. We have been fortunate enough to meet in person throughout most of 2021, for 
which we are grateful. Now, more than ever, bee clubs need your support. So, in the coming months, please 
attend club meetings; volunteer when needed and financially support your local club by being a dues paying 
member. Local clubs need your help and support, more than ever during these challenging times.

With the approaching winter weather, our educational program in October featured Peggy Garnes,President 
of the Ohio State Beekeepers Association discussing, " Over Wintering Your Beehives". A variety of topics 
were covered on how to prepare your hives for the winter months. The October meeting provided the last edu-
cational program for the 2021 calendar year. Our November meeting featured our annual " Fun and Fellow-
ship" event, which featured a wide variety of food and our annual club raffle. The raffle includes bee related 
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Continued ~ Brown County Beekeepers Association
equipment donated by club members and gift items for bee lovers to help generate funds to support the club. 
The club does not meet again until February 8, 2022.

  The Brown County Beekeepers Association is always willing to share their knowledge of beekeeping with 
other bee organizations or the general public who might be interested in beekeeping. On October 10, 2021, a 
presentation was given to the Warren County Beekeepers Association on, "Pheromones- Language of the 
Bees". On December 6, 2021, at the Felicity Branch of the Clermont County Library, the children's program of 
"Bees and Pollination" was given. This program is a PowerPoint program featuring numerous animated fea-
tures on the importance of bees and how they pollinate. On January 11, 2022, the club will start off the new 
year by offering to the public, "An Introduction to Bee-keeping". This programs covers what's required to get 
started in beekeeping. It will be held at 7:00 PM in the Community Room  of Western Brown High School in 
Mt. Orab, Ohio. This program will be repeated at the Bethel Branch of the Clermont County Library System 
on March 5, 2022 in Bethel, Ohio at 10:00 AM.

  The Brown County Beekeepers Association and it's members are looking forward to the return of the South-
western Ohio Beekeepers School in Loveland, Ohio on March 26, 2022. It features a wide variety of speakers 
and vendors and is one of the best schools in our Midwest region.  or Browncountybeekeepersassociation.org

 for upcoming educational speaker information.https://www.facebook.com/browncountybeekeepers

 

Highland County Beekeepers Association
   No report~
 

Gallia County Beekeepers Association
   Gallia County Beekeepers will be meeting the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm resuming in February.  
We will be meeting at Fellowship of Faith in Rio Grande, Ohio. The space allows us proper social distancing 
to meet in person. We will also be streaming our meetings via Zoom. In 2022, we are planning a teaching 
apiary at our new meeting location as well as a Beekeeping 201 class.  To learn more about the Gallia County 
Beekeepers Association or join our email list, contact Chris Blank at chris@galliabees.com. Learn more about 
GCBA on their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/2317700341608048/

Ohio River Beekeepers Society (Ohio Valley-Tri-State)
   Misty Spring Akers   or visit us at mistyakers@ymail.com www.facebook.com/groups/1308698889164047/
 

 

 

Regional Representative
Open

Regional Director
Open

Athens County Area Bee Association
  The Athens County Beekeepers Association (ACABA) meets on the third Thursday of each month during the 
"busy bee" season. Meetings start at 7PM and are located at the Ohio State Extension Office on
West Union Street. http://athensbeekeepers.org/ 

 

Tri-State Beekeepers Association
  No report.   www.tristatebeekeepers.com
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   Would you like to have your club/association posted in the next quarterly newsletter?  

The 2022 April edition deadline is March 1st, 2022  

     Contact Kelly Morse - newsletter@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
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Mid-Ohio Valley Beekeepers Association
  MOVBA meets on the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. For 9 months of the year, we meet at the 
Washington County Career Center, outside of Marietta Ohio, on State Route 676. The July and August meeti-
ngs are held at Williamstown Tomlinson City Park . We do not meet in December. Due to Covid  our alternate 
meeting place is LIONS CLUB in BOAZ 315 Valley Manor LaneWilliamstown, WV 26187  http://movba.org/

                  Honey Suckers and Candy
                   Prep Time        Cook Time      Total Time
                      5 mins             15 mins          20 mins

Turn these into suckers or hard candies. They are addicting and pretty darn tasty!
Course: Dessert   Author: The Honey Girl

Ingredients
1 Cup Sugar
2 Tablespoons Water
1/3 Cup Honey Beeyond the Hive preferably!
Cinnamon Essential Oil Or lemon would be great too *Optional
Sucker Sticks *Optional
Candy or Sucker Molds *Optional
Candy Thermometer

Instructions
Have a cookie sheet ready with parchment paper. You can then place your candy/sucker molds on the cookie sheet 
for any spills or if you choose not to use molds you can pour circle dollops on your parchment paper for a freeform 
candy sucker. 

Get all of your molds ready to go! You can put the sucker sticks in now or after you pour. It’s all up to you! You can 
spray your molds with cooking spray too but I didn’t find it necessary.

Add the sugar, water and honey to a pan. On medium heat stir constantly and get that sugar dissolved!

Once your sugar is dissolved then turn up the heat! Put in your thermometer, DO NOT STIR and let it boil. You want 
your temp to hit 300.

Once you hit 300 degrees on your candy thermometer then you can add 5-10 drops of cinnamon, vanilla, lemon, 
etc., if you'd like! Or you can do without. Gently stir your flavor once you've added it. 

Remove from heat and let the bubbles settle down for a minute or two. This can get tricky because you don't want it 
to be too hot or too cool. Just a minute or two then you can start pouring in your molds! 

Let you candy/suckers harden & cool. Then enjoy!

Bees do have a smell, you know, and if 

they don't they should, for their feet are 

dusted with spices from a million flowers.

Ray Bradbury

Bee to the blossom, moth to the flame; 
Each to his passion; what's in a name?

Helen Hunt Jackson
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  Tanzania is mountainous and partly, a densely forested country. It is in the east-central part of 
Africa, on the coast below “the Horn”. Tanzania is the home of  Mount Kilimanjaro, three great 
lakes and part of the Masai Tribal people. Although their economy is growing, about 49 percent 
of the population lives below the poverty line.

  In Tanzania, beekeeping is not well understood but the marketing and selling of locally produc-
ed honey is profitable as sold through local markets. However, honey sales are not meeting 
demand. The industry is limited by production yield and training. The Tanzanian government is 
encouraging more education and directing changes in beekeeping practices. In the last 10 years, 
the beekeeping industry has grown and  generates $19  million per year, but beekeeping's po-
tential is still growing.

  Beekeeping in Tanzania (Africa) has historically been done with log hives hung from a tree. 
This technique is slowly being phased out due to government regulations by the Tanzanian 
Forestry Service (TFS). The use of log hives is having a detrimental effect on the forests in 
Tanzania, resulting in the outlawing of traditional log hives. Beekeeping is a source of income to 
many and the new regulations are requiring beekeepers to search out new techniques. When 
asked why Langstroth hives are not being used the reply was twofold. Firstly, the expense of 
buying or building a Langstroth hive is cost prohibitive in comparison to the $8 log hive. Sec-
ondly, hives are hung from the Miombo trees to discourage the stealing and robbing of the 
hives, making it nearly impossible to use the Langstroth hive.

  How has this come to my attention?  Several years ago, I was contacted by a person who was 
searching for information about beekeeping practices. The person was not a beekeeper, had no 
intention of becoming a beekeeper, but just wanted to know how beekeeping was done. I be-
lieve I was contacted because of my name, partly. The individual I am speaking of is also named,  
Michael Doseck! We have never previously met but discovered that we are 3rd cousins, 1 x 
removed.

  Nine years ago, Michael led the St. John's Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, IN, Mission Team to 
Tanzania to deliver X-ray equipment and a CAT generator. He was there during the honey flow 
and discovered Miombo tree honey which comes from the forest (no pesticides or chemicals).  
Michael describes the honey as rich, savory and with a great taste.  This mission had funds left 
over, which were contributed to a local Tanzanian consultant from the Beekeeping Training 
Institute (BTI) which is funded in part by the TSF.  The mission funds were also matched by The 
Precious Blood of Tanzania.

  With the help of the consultant, 150 modified top bar hives were designed, built and paid for.  
The consultant selected 15 beekeepers in the village of Malongwe and each person received 10 
“modern” hives.  They also received equipment and training on smokers and protective equip-
ment.  Remember, that the honey bees they work are AFRICAN BEES (Apis mellifera scutellate). 
The beekeepers were grateful for the provided protective gear and tools to reduce the amount 
of smoke needed.

  The Tanzanian Beekeeping Mission has five major goals.
1. Educate and deploy modern beekeeping practices.
2. Expand the use of “modern” hives.

By Mike Doseck, GGLBATanzanian Beekeeping
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3. Reduce the killing of Miombo trees for log hives.
4. Increase the quality and quantity of honey.
5. Provide a stable market for Miombo Forest Honey.
Michael is also working on another project which is to provide a dental clinic for the main hos-
pital and dispensary in Malongwe. There is preparation to ship a container in December/January 
with the dental equipment. The container will only be half full and Michael has hopes of securing donations of modern bee-
keeping equipment (e.g., hives, presses, tools, garments, etc.) to fill the remaining half and meet the allotted shipping weight 
at no additional cost. This will further support the beekeepers of Tanzania.

                         The OSBA Board has approved funding for 5 underserved 
                       grants to be awarded in 2022. This grant provides a library of 
                   10 beekeeping books, a year’s subscription to both national bee-
keeping magazines, along with an OSBA subscription to the newsletter. Grants 
will be distributed on a first-come, first-serve basis. If you know of an under-
served group who needs educational materials to assist their beekeeping needs,
contact OSBA Treasurer, for details and the grant application: 
treasurer@ohiostatebeekeepers.org 

OSBA Underserved Grant

Medina County Juvenile Detention Center
It was a pleasure to present the last OSBA Expanded Library Grant to the Medina 
County Juvenile Detention Center.  Ron Stollar, Superintendent, and Leann 
Vandeveer, Youth Fulfillment Coordinator, welcomed the library book donation 
as it offers new reading materials at their facility. The collection of bee themed 
books will be a resource for the young adults that may find a new career path in 
entomology someday.  The original library grant was expanded from five books 
to include other DVDs and book titles through the generosity of Bee Culture 
Magazine.

Continued - Tanzanian Beekeeping

What does the front entrances 

of your colony look like?

Keep the front entrance clean so they can 
take cleansing flights on warmer days. 
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OSBA Announcements  
                          When you visit the “NEW” OSBA website ~ Ohio State Beekeepers Association,
                           you’re going to see a whole new look (Sample #1). You’re going to see new 
                          options for the “Member Login”. We are in the process of sending out an email 
                       about logging in to update your own information.
   
   The email will allow you to edit your profile (Sample #2). With information 
as; username, password, contact information, current email address, local asso-
ciation, number of hives. The other options; swarm removal, cut-out removal, 
special instructions, and asking if you would mentor a new beekeeper. Confirm 
this information then click Update  You will be able to update this information 
at anytime, as your apiary operation changes throughout the years. (Sample #3)

   OSBA is wanting to add value to your membership and if you are a Lifetime
Member, you have already seen this. Secretary Jeannie Saum worked hard on
putting together and mailing a laminated card, lapel pin, and a thank you to our 
lifetime members that you would have received in the mail. There will be 
“members only” areas of the website once you login (Sample #4). This will 
include:

  Educational videos; webinars on using Zoom, how to use Survey Monkey, 
posting ads/events on Facebook, creating newsletters and artwork with Corel
Draw 2020, posting recorded videos YouTube, and technology classes. 
  Live Webinar Training Series: webinar recordings of the 2020, 2021, and
upcoming 2022 season.
  OSBA Fall Conference: webinar recordings of the 2020 and 2021 season. 
With all of the commercials, ads, and Friday Breakout sessions.
  : option will allow you to electronically pay for your membershipJoin/Renew
(note: a 1-year membership is based on the current calendar year Jan/Dec). 
This is linked to our Quickbook account to accurately know when you paid 
and will instantly send you an receipt of this transaction. (Sample #5) No more 
wondering if you are paying for this year or paid for last year’s membership. 

  OSBA Affiliates: you now have interactive renewal forms that you can fill
out online, print, or send electronically through email, plus pay your club fees.

  If you have any questions, issues, or concerns, please feel free to contact any
of the OSBA Officers by email at the website address below.  

    https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/officers-board-members-directors/

  

  
           

SAMPLE #1

SAMPLE #2

SAMPLE #3

SAMPLE #4 SAMPLE #5
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   Here are the scholarship winners this session. They have support from 
their Ohio regional associations/clubs, association/club officers, area mentors,

ODA County Inspectors, and are being offered the virtual Beginning Beekeepers Course.
Bee Culture and American Bee Journal are once again supporting these students with a 1-year free subscription

to their publications. We wish each of them the best and look forward to their education this year. 
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Ohio Partnership Program 
Scholarship Winners

                                             My name is Anderson Roll and I am a sophomore at Shelby High School. This is my 
                                          second year in FFA and I am currently serving as the Vice President. In FFA I have been 
                                          a part of Soil Judging and Parliamentary Procedure. This past summer, I participated in 
                                          the Richland County Fair for the first time. I showed dairy goats and I am planning on 
                                          raising goats again for the 2022 fair. I was just recently selected to serve on the Junior 
                                          Fair Board for Richland County. I am also involved in band, cross country, wrestling, 
                                          and track. My FFA advisor, Randy Eisenhauer, encouraged me to apply for the bee 
                                          scholarship. I am looking forward to learning about bees and I am thankful for this 
                                          opportunity.

                                          Bee Club: Black Fork Bee Club    FFA Club: Shelby FFA    Mentor: Randy Eisenhauer       

                                             Hi, my name is Aden Beinhardt and I am 13 years old. I live on a farm and have always 
                                          been around animals including horses, goats, chickens, cows, and rabbits. When I was 8 
                                          years old I got my first hive, and we caught a swarm a few days later. Shortly after I start-
                                          ed my first year in 4-H and I took 2 years of 4-H beekeeping. I am still in 4-H and take 
                                          rabbits and chickens and engineering projects. I participate in music alliance and play the 
                                          flute. I enjoy going into the forest and watching deer and turkeys. I have come across 
                                          wild hives and that is what started my love for bees. I have 2 hives right now and I can't 
                                          wait to have 2 more. I would like to make another 2 splits this summer to have a total of 
                                          6 hives. I am also interested in learning to keep my bees healthier, as well as keeping 
                                          them disease and mite free.

                              Bee Club: Ashtabula County Beekeepers    4-H Club: Saybrook Raiders    Mentor: Jeff Fenton       

                                             Hello fellow people passionate about pollinators! My name is Noah Campbell and I am 
                                          13 years old. I just moved back to Ohio from Florida this past spring. My family is from 
                                          North West Ohio. I got interested in bees because our garden was beautiful last year but 
                                          we had very little fruits and vegetables. I believe this was because we did not have 
                                          enough bees in our area. We are adding an orchard to our property this spring so I am 
                                          very excited to see how bees work with nature to create food. I am also very interested in 
                                          the actual operations of a hive. I want to understand how they work together to make 
                                          honey and thrive in very adverse conditions.

                                            Besides my interest in bees, I am a part of the football team, the wrestling team, and the 
                                          track team. I volunteer with my school’s gardening club and my community’s beautifica-
tion committee where my family is responsible for one of the flower beds at the welcome sign throughout the 
summer. I am also involved in my church where I volunteer wherever I am needed.

            Bee Club: Black Swamp Beekeepers    4-H Club: Defiance County Clever Clovers    Mentor: Toni Engly    
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  If you installed your bees during the early part of April and have kept sugar syrup in the feeders ever since they 
will, by now, be well started in drawing out the foundation into a beautiful new comb. Have you looked into them 
lately? Many beginners,  after having their bees, become afraid of them and never attempt to open the hive again 
to inspect them. Apparently when they see the bees taken over with such a possessive attitude they hesitate to dis-
pute ownership of the equipment.
       
  Of course, there are both right and wrong ways to approach and open a beehive and use of the latter is usually 
rewarded with a number of painful stings. One should always approach a hive from the side or rear not at the 
entrance. To approach from the front would be comparable to loitering in a main alleyway at a busy manufactur-
ing plant. You would be slowing down production and would be asked, in no uncertain terms, to move on. Stand-
ing before a beehive would be obstructing the main flyway and slowing down production. It is any wonder, then, 
that the bees should ask you to move on in a manner that makes up in certainty what it lacks in courtesy. So, al-
ways approach a hive  from the side or the rear! To attempt opening a hive without the use of smoke is inviting 
disaster. From a bee's viewpoint, to enter a hive without first making your presence known is unethical, and the 
offender is not considered worthy of further courtesy. Ignorance is no excuse to a bee!

  Fire up your smoker until it produces an abundance of heavy white smoke. Then blow a few good puffs into the 
entrance and, inserting a hive tool under the inner cover, blow several puffs inside without raising the inner cover 
enough to let any bees escape. Bees have an instinctive fear of fire, and smoke frightens and disorganizes them. 
They immediately set about to gorge themselves with honey so that everything would not be lost if matter should 
come to the worst and it became necessary to “abandon ship”.They become docile and easy to manage and can be 
“pushed around” without offering any resistance after eating so much. Within a few minutes after smoking a hive 
the cover may be safely removed and  the frames containing the combs may be lifted out, one at a time, for inspec-
tion and observation. Any further control desired may be had by blowing smoke over the top bars of the frames. 
Use no more smoke than needed to control the colony; too much smoke enrages bees.

The condition you will find within the hive will depend upon the length of time the bees have been hived and upon 
the faithfulness with which you have kept syrup in the feeders.  A hive started from a 3 pound package consumes 
at least a pint of heavy sugar syrup a day for the first 7 to 10 days. After that, they gradually take more until a full 
quart will hardly last them 24 hours.  Most beginners make the mistake of discontinuing feeding entirely too soon.
They seem to think that when the flowers begin appearing in the fields the bees can get all the food they need for 
them and feeding is no longer necessary. Nothing could be further from the truth because, first of all, not all flowers 
produce nectar. Some of the early spring flowers that do, secrete only a very thin watery nectar that is very low in 
sugar contact. The weather becomes a limiting factor in early spring even if there is plenty of nectar available: bees 
seldom leave the hive whenever the temperature falls below 60° degrees.

  Much food is required for brood rearing and increasing the strength of the colony is often sorely taxed to provide 
enough nectar to satisfy the hungry brood  in springtime. It should be remembered that a newly installed 3 pound 
package is comparable to only a rather weak colony and as such must be fed until all the frames are full of brood 
and syrup or honey. Usually they must be fed for 4 to 6 weeks and each colony should consume about 50 pounds 
of sugar in the form of heavy syrup. If there is any one thing that is absolutely essential to succeeding with pack-
age bees it is feeding. Many other things may be substituted, neglected, or even omitted entirely, but as long as 
feeding is faithfully done the colony will get along all right.

Reprinted by Tom Rathbun SRVBA-OSBA
PERMISSION GRANTED 2/11/21 ~ Modern Beekeeping, April 1952, Walter T Kelly, Author Ralph Ziegler, Beginners Department 129-137

The Beginners Department By Ralph Ziegler
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Robert Rae

 

October 01, 1950 - December 06, 2021

  Bruce Schneider was a beloved member, mentor and friend to all beekeepers in the 

Medina County Beekeepers Association. 

  Bruce was an Ohio County Fair Judge for many years judging honey and bakery. 

He taught the Judging Bakery section during the last classes offered by Ohio State Beekeepers Association. He was 

considered by many to be the best honey bakery judge in Ohio. 

  Bruce had many interests besides his honey bees, he raised chickens, and loved gardening and  plants. Being outdoors 

and enjoying long walks in nature were pastimes loved by Bruce. 

   Bruce leaves behind his wife Dr. Victoria M. Carmichael Ciotta. A celebration of his life is being planned. 

  There was a time when almost every rural British family who kept bees followed a strange 
tradition. Whenever there was a death in the family, someone had to go out to the hives and 
tell the bees of the terrible loss that had befallen the family. Traditionally, the bees were kept 
abreast of not only deaths but all important family matters including births, marriages, and 
long absence due to journeys. If the bees were not told, all sorts of calamities were thought to 
happen. This peculiar custom is known as “telling the bees”. The typical way to tell the bees 
was for the head of the household, or “goodwife of the house” to go out to the hives, knock 
gently to get the attention of the bees, and then softly murmur in a doleful tune the solemn 
news. Faith Shearin’s latest poetry collection, Telling the Bees, is evidence of an ongoing, 
important talent.  The author of three previous collections of poetry, the most recent, Moving 
the Piano (Stephen F. Austin State University Press, 2011), was featured on numerous occa-
sions on Garrison Keillor’s The Writer’s Almanac.  Doubtless, the book received such overwhelming attention 
because Shearin proves, poem after poem, that she writes what we need: poetry that is accessible and meaningful, 
without gimmick and possessing a music and imagination hardly equaled by her contemporaries. 
  
  This is 1800’s old tradition among beekeepers to “Tell the Bees” continuing with this tradition, OSBA wanting to 
recognize any beekeepers that have recently passed away. All associations or individuals are asked to forward the 
name and home county of the beekeeper and the date of death, if available. Any personal info may also be bene-
ficial such as how long they may have kept bees, any offices they may have held in beekeeping associations, etc.

Telling The Bees...

Bruce A. Schneider 

OSBA Life Member

  Lt. Col. Robert Edward Rae USAF (retired), a resident of Fairborn, died August 5. He was 99 and 
a life member of the Ohio State Beekeeping Association. He was launch controller for astronaut 
John Glenn's first American orbit of the earth, overseeing all phases of the Atlas rocket preparation 
and launch. He was a graduate of the University of Nevada. An active member of Fairborn United 
Methodist Church, he was an avid supporter of Native American youth, Cumberland College, and 
United Theological Seminary. He also served as flight engineer on over thirty B-29 missions during 
World War II. is survived by two nieces, a nephew, and a stepson. 
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                                                December 20, 1948 - Saturday, February 5, 2022. 

   She retired from Miami Valley Hospital, working as an executive secretary for many 
years. Christine enjoyed quilting, reading, or sitting and doing crossword puzzles. She 
was a great support for OSBA and the OSBA Queen Project 2006 in which Ray was a 
regional queen project coordinator. She was always available to help. She loved cele-
brating her family's birthdays, crafting beautiful birthday cards. An avid gardener, 
Christine was a member of Warren County. Garden Club for over 20 years. Nothing 
made her happier than traveling with her family, especially to London. They were 
married 39 years to Raymond Alley. Funeral Services will be held and Christine will 
be laid to rest in Miami.

Christine AlleyChristine Alley

   Edward Reynolds of Wauseon died June 27. During his lifetime he enjoyed hunting and 

fishing, mining in New Mexico, rock hunting and more recently beekeeping. Ed was a 

long-time member of the Toledo Rock and Gem Club, where he used his vast knowledge 

of gems and minerals to teach and inspire others with nature's beauty. He won many tro-

phies for skeet shooting, trapping and even the best honey award. Ed was a member of 

Maumee Valley Beekeepers and seldom missed a bee meeting. In fact, he always arrived

early to help set up. 

Member of Maumee Valley Beekeepers
Edward Reynolds

                                                          May 17, 1949 ~ January 5, 2022 

  Carlton was born  in Mount Vernon, he graduated from Fredericktown High School 
in 1967 where he was a member of the Future Farmers of America.

  Carlton had worked as a mechanic and wrecker operator for McFarland Brothers 
Trucking in Mount Vernon and farmed. In 1980 after becoming disabled he taught in 
a Christian school for six years then became actively involved in beekeeping. Carlton 
influenced many people to engage in beekeeping & was known as a friend to beekeepers.

  He was a member of the Mount Vernon Baptist Temple and the Knox County and Ohio 
State Beekeepers Associations.

  Left to cherish his memory are his wife Beverly (Sites) Simpson and two sons Anthony Simpson & Eric Simpson.
Pastor Joshua Lehman. Burial followed at Wesley Chapel Cemetery.

Carleton Simpson

Member of Tri-State Beekeepers

  Stephen Andrew Conlon died on Oct. 20. He was 69 and owner of ThistleDew Farm in New Martinsville, W.Va. 
The “Beeman” appeared on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, and had served as president of the National Honey 
Board.

Stephen ConlonStephen Conlon
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Dr. Roger Allen Hoopingarner

                                                      Bee inspector and mentor

  Troy Leibengood would be enjoying this time of year.

  As a bee inspector for Erie county and a mentor to countless others, Troy would be busy 
talking to anxious beekeepers seeking advice on how to prepare for the cyclic challenges 
of a northern Ohio winter. “He never grew tired of those conversations,” said his wife, 
Cindy, who also was Troy’s partner in the beeyard until a bee-sting allergy pushed her off 
the frontlines.

  Troy, a life member of OSBA, died Oct. 18 at the age of 61. As a youngster, Troy’s father 
kept a few hives in the backyard around Clyde so it was not a total surprise when Troy enrolled in Ohio State 
University’s Agricultural Technical Institute to study commercial beekeeping.

  His hobby grew into a business with than 1,400 hives spread over 120 miles in northwest Ohio. Concentrating on 
pickle pollination and honey production, Troy found satisfaction with the outdoors and took note of the forage op-
portunities for honey bees, or the lack there of. “Troy was happy to be working the bees and was concerned they 
didn’t always have enough beneficial crops,” said Cindy who now looks around her property to see dozens of trees 
and wildflowers her late husband planted.

  Despite his best efforts to regroup and recover from the varroa mite outbreak in the late 80s, Troy phased out his 
beekeeping business in 1999 only to restart it again in 2013 with a renewed interest and updated business plan. 
“He knew the pollination portion of the business was not good for the health of bees so we concentrated on honey 
production,” said Cindy. “We had fewer hives, he held other jobs and two of our sons helped in the yards when 
needed. We enjoyed ourselves.” Troy was a founding member of Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers Association, 
serving for many years as its president.

                                                          Dr. Hoopingarner of Holt, Michigan died Saturday, November 6th.
                                                        Roger became interested in honeybees as a teenage Boy Scout in Detroit. These 
                                                        insects so interested him that he chose to major in Entomology at Michigan 
                                                        State College.

                                                          Professor Emeritus at the MSU Department of Entomology, Roger was a world-
                                                        renowned expert in Apiculture (the study of honeybees). He taught, served as 
                                                        Michigan Cooperative Extension Specialist, and researched the biology and 
management of the honeybee, including seminal work in pollination of orchard crops. He was an author, co-author, 
or cited in hundreds of research articles and books, and an international speaker on all things honeybee.

  Roger was active in the worldwide beekeeping community throughout his life—always willing to help, answer 
any questions, teach seminars and lend a hand to amateur and professional beekeeper alike. He was an active and 
committed volunteer throughout the community, including with the University Lutheran Church, Boy Scouts of 
America, Eaton Rapids Historical Society, the Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge, and many beekeeping asso-
ciations throughout the country.

  Roger was a mentor and educator for many beekeepers. Although his passing is a huge loss for the beekeeping 
community, his legacy and life is one we would like to celebrate. 
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Merchandise
OSBA Merchandise: Visit this Ohio Company for information about 
OSBA Logowear: https://www.companycasuals.com/OSBA/
 

Bee City USA
Bee City USA fosters ongoing dialogue in urban areas to raise 
awareness of the role pollinators play in our communities and 
what each of us can do to provide them with healthy habitat.
The Bee City USA program endorses a set of commitments, 
defined in a resolution, for creating sustainable habitats for 
pollinators, which are vital to feeding the planet.
Find it at: https://www.beecityusa.org/
 

Shopping at Amazon.com
You can help the Ohio State Beekeepers Association raise 
money to support 4-H, FFA and education for young bee-
keeper just by doing something you do already. When you 
Shop at Amazon.com, using the following link, a portion 
of your purchase will be donated to the OSBA.
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/about-osba/amazon/
Shop Now:  http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/amazon
 

If you wish to convert to the electronic issues, please contact 
Kelly Morse   newsletter@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

    

*Receive it faster than snail mail.

*Allows funds to go to other programs.

*You see everything in  .fu lll co or

*Better use of your membership dues.

*Hyperlinks to vendors & websites.

*Conservation & saving the trees.

    

    

E - m a i l   C o n v e rs i o n s
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  We have one-ounce ingots of beeswax in almost every room of our house. They are on hand for any use we might 
have, and the uses are wide ranging. I don't know how we got along without it! 

Here's a list you might find eye-opening:
1.W indows and sliding glass door lubricant – rub beeswax on the tracks
2.N ails and Screws – rub beeswax on them and they will go in easier
3.Z ippers – rub on the zipper teeth to help zippers move smoothly or to uns�ck
4.M ake earplugs – warm up a li�le beeswax in your hand. Shape into a ball and insert into ear
5.M ake dental floss, by running heavy thread across beeswax chunk
6.C over a broken wire on braces un�l you get to your orthodon�st.
7.F ire Starters or Backpacker's fuel -  1:1 Sawdust / Beeswax, or dryer lint and beeswax. or paper towels, newspapers 
    or cardboard with beeswax. (I save all my straining rags and paper towels used when working with beeswax, in a big 
    �n can. It sits by the fireplace and the beeswax infused paper and cloth are used to start fires.)
8. Cleaning your iron—when your iron starts to get gummy or scorched, you can clean with beeswax. Rub on sole plate of 
    hot iron and rub iron back & forth over a folded terry cloth rag (old washrag or piece of towel). Repeat if necessary. Be sure and 

    rub over a clean piece of terry cloth to remove residue from beeswax. Save the used terry cloth rags to rub over the iron 
    when it starts to s�ck.
9.W ood filler – Rub beeswax into a scratch or dent.
10. Waxing thread— keep a cake of beeswax in your sewing box. If you wax the thread before you use it, it is easier to 
    thread the needle, and it will keep your thread from kno�ng up.
11. Oiling furniture joints—for those squeaky noises.
12. Preven�ng rust—Coat your hand tools, cast iron, and shovels with beeswax to keep them from rus�ng. 
13.S �cking drawers
14.C racked animal hooves - equal parts melted beeswax and honey is recommended for trea�ng cracked hooves of 
     animals. It should be applied a�er the cracks have been thoroughly cleaned.
15.C opper sinks - Rub a coat of beeswax into the surface of the sink to clean it; the wax helps slow down the pa�na 
    development. Use a so� cloth to apply the wax, rubbing it in with a circular mo�on. Use the wax every �me you 
    clean the sink for best results.
16.W ax fly-fishing lines so they float.
17.S eal and polish smoke-fired po�ery.
18.T emporary tooth filling un�l you can see your den�st.
19.S eal s�ck matches to stay dry when boa�ng, fishing or 
    skiing.
20.P revent slippage for belts in vacuums and sewing 
    machines.
21.C andles
22.A s a thickener in home-made creams
23.I n Lip Balms
24.I n home-made furniture polish
In home-made leather treatment or leather water-proofing

25 Ways to Use Your Beeswax by Jeannie Saum
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Famous Beekeepers Nina M. Bagley

ABBE COLLIN

ANTON JANA

ARTHUR DOBBS

BENTON

BONNIER

BRIGHAM YOUNG

BROTHER ADAM

CHARLES BUTLER

CHARLES HENRY TURNER

CHARLES MRAZ

COOK

DADANT

DEMAREE

DOOLITTLE

DZIERZON

EVA CRAN

FRANCOIS HRUSCHKA

GREGOR MENDEL

HARRY HYDE LAIDLAW JR

HUBER

JOHANNES MEHRING

JULIUS HOFFMAN

KARL VON FRISCH

LANGSTROTH

MILLER

NICKEL JACOB

NIKOLAI NASONOV

QUINBY

ROOT

SIR EDMOND HILLARY

STEPHEN TABER

THOMAS JEFFERSON

WILLIAM Z HUTCHINSON

B E N T O N W Z B R I G H A M Y O U N G

S D T T R E I N N O B A N T O N J A N A

I C O O K E L C I M A D A R E H T O R B

R J C D O O L I T T L E R T N A D A D D

E K K J U L I U S H O F F M A N Q H N P

D V O N O S A N I A L O K I N V T A O R

M M J X Q M M N Q E A B B E C O L L I N

O I R F U Q Z O L E D N E M R O G E R G

N L T D I T H O M A S J E F F E R S O N

D L E Z N O U C H A R L E S M R A Z R L

H E E I B Z T K A R L V O N F R I S C H

I R R E Y C C C H A R L E S B U T L E R

L H A R R Y H Y D E L A I D L A W J R R

L C M Z G N I R H E M S E N N A H O J P

A G E O Z A N S T E P H E N T A B E R L

R S D N Y T S O Z A R T H U R D O B B S

Y R E B U H O L V F L A N G S T R O T H

E V A C R A N O B O C A J L E K C I N J

T T A K H C S U R H S I O C N A R F N W

R E N R U T Y R N E H S E L R A H C P L

WORD LIST:
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                                                           From teaching in the Department of Entomology at University of WI, to ap-
                                                         proaching pesticides from the perspectives of farmers and bees at the USDA 
                                                         Honey Bee Research Lab in WI, to spending 33 years as Editor of Bee Culture 
                                                         Magazine, Kim Flottum has been immersed in beekeeping for decades.

                                                           We corresponded with Kim and asked what advice he would give new bee
                                                         keepers/honey producers:

  “                                                       To be successful in almost every endeavor, you should be part of the group 
                                                         of people who are making the decisions. Know what decisions are being made, 
                                                         know as much about the motivations behind them and the people making the 
                                                         decisions, and vote, vote, vote for the best and the brightest. Make yourself 
                                                         known to those people so they know what is needed. Be a part of your industry 
rather than watching from the sidelines. This applies to your local county group, State association, Regional groups, 
and certainly the National organizations, all of which you should be a part of.”

  When asked about his favorite aspect of beekeeping/honey production:

  “As much as I enjoy spending time with the bees, the honey, and all the rest, there is no doubt that spending time 
with others who enjoy these activities is the most fulfilling. Agriculture in general, and beekeeping in particular, is 
full of people sharing a special connection to what makes the world go ‘round and keeps it going ‘round. Feeding 
people, caring for the land and water and air is important to this group certainly, but without this group all the rest 
would dissolve. Our earth needs farmers, and farmers need bees and beekeepers. How much more special can you 
get? And for almost 40 years, I've been able to spend my time with this very special group. Some are activists 
while others are quiet, but all want the same thing: a better place for our bees, and the people who care for them. 
I've been fortunate in having a chance to share this and more with beginner beekeepers, advanced beekeepers, and 
even the businesses of beekeeping in the books I have produced.”

  We’ve loved getting to know Kim and are so pleased to extend this award to him! He had this to say about winn-
ing it:

  “I thank the AHPA for this award. I am honored to be chosen Beekeeper of The Year by this august Beekeeper's 
Association, and have many in this group to thank. My first encounter with AHPA was with Glenn Gibson, then 
President of this group, who, perhaps more than any other, made me aware of much of what I needed to learn if I 
was to make my new job work for the industry. Too many more have followed, but one stands out, Richard Adee, 
who shared his keen business sense with bees, beekeeping, honey production, and business with me so I was 
aware of that side of this kind of agriculture. Thank you all.”

                            http://www.honeybeeobscura.com/ https://www.beekeepingtodaypodcast.com/ 

Printed with permission https://www.ahpanet.com/

American Honey Producers Association
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Further Education 2022

Friday March 4, 2022 
Theme:  "Is The Queen Worthy Of Her Crown"
Friday Speaker: Barbara Bloetscher -Small Hive Beetle 
                          Management
                         SCBA, Beginner Beekeeping Beginner 
                         Beekeeping 
7:00-8:00pm  Barbara Bloetscher, SCBA 
8:00-9:00  Social Time

Saturday March 5, 2022 
9:30 - 10:30  
Keynote: David Tarpy- The benefits of genetic diversity 
                within your hives
10:45 - 11:45 Session 1 SCBA Beginner Beekeeping
A - Barbara Bloetscher - What to expect when the Bee 
     inspector arrives
B - Keith Delaplane - Multiple mating in honey bees 
     and how beekeepers can use it
D - Jerimiah Geisinger - Mead Making for Beginners
Auditorium - Jerry Hayes - Honey Bee Nutrition

LUNCH 1.5hours 12:00-1:30 VISIT THE VENDORS

1:30 - 2:30 Session 2 
SCBA Beginner Beekeeping
A - Audry Gargass - Making Creamed Honey
B - Keith Delaplane - Pollinator partnerships among bee 
     species
D - Left open for Geisinger to clean up and prepare 
Auditorium - David Tarpy - Diagnosing queen problems 

2:45 - 3:45 Session 3 
SCBA Beginner Beekeeping
A - Sheila St. Clair - Making Lotion Bars
B - Keith Delaplane - Out of Africa or out of Asia?
D - Jeremia Geisinger - Mead Making 
Auditorium - David Tarpy - Honey bee genetics and bee 
                     breeding

Registration - $45 Early $75 Walk-Ins
$5 for all under 17 

Tri-County 
Agenda for the Spring Workshop
     

2022 Spring Conference

Saturday, March 12, 2022  

Kellogg Center, MSU

East Lansing, MI

Featuring: Paul Kelly, Apiarist, University of Guelph 
Honey Bee Research Centre & Meghan Milbrath, MSU 
Assistant Professor, Department of Entomology “Latest 
research on European Foul Brood” with vendors, addi-
tional speakers, meets and greets

  
Thursdays at 7 pm – February 24, March 3 & 10

Online presenters: 
Jennifer Barry, Dewey Caron, Adam & Lacey Ingrao,

Linda Tillman, Jennifer Tsuruda

Virtual Webinars

Register at 
https://www.michiganbees.org/2022-spring-conference/

     https://www.tricountybeekeepers.org/register
REGISTER NOW

Tri-County 
Agenda for the Spring Workshop
     

Join us in Evansville, Indiana, Tuesday, June 28 – 
Friday, July 1, 2022 for the HAS conference.

On-campus lodging is available through registration 
or you can choose hotel options.

Featured speakers will include Dr. Michael Smith – 
Auburn University, Dr. Brock Harpur – Purdue Univer-
sity, and Randy Oliver.

Other speakers scheduled to appear:
     

Jake Osbourne

Charlie Parton

Kathleen Prough

Tony Rekeweg

Debbie Seib

Mike Seib

Blake Shook

https://www.heartlandbees.org/has-2022-evansville-in/
REGISTER NOW AT

John Benham

Jim Berndt

Chuck Dailey

Brutz English

Krispn Given

Jerry Hayes

David Hocutt
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                     World Bee Day was held on May 20, 2021 as a virtual event 
                    originating in the Cleveland area.  Ohio State Beekeepers sup-
                 ported and moderated the day-long event that included participat-
ion from nine countries from around the world. Consulates, dignitaries and 
beekeepers enjoyed the day of presentations sharing honey bee information 
from their respective countries.

  Beekeepers from Slovenia and the Greater Cleveland Beekeepers Associat-
ion along with Peggy Garnes gave presentations to school children about 
beekeeping equipment, hive management, and how honey bees pollinated 
the apples they were enjoying. All funds raised from this event were to pro-
vide a healthy breakfast or snack, plus a presentation about bees, to school 
children in the Cleveland area.

  On November 19, 2021, with funds from the World Bee Day Event, pre-
sentations and honey snacks were given to the Slovenian school children in 
the Collinwood areas near Cleveland, Ohio and the two Parma area schools.  
In one week's time, five schools received a honey breakfast or an  after-school honey snack. At each present-
ation a brief explanation of World Bee Day was given by the Consulate General of the Republic of Slovenia,  
Mrs. Alenka Jerak.  A snack of freshly baked bread, butter, honey, fruit, and milk or juice was served. Mrs.
Jenka explained how children in Slovenia ate this breakfast daily and how honey bees affected their lives.

  A special thanks to Ellie Jisa and Shelia Mauer (GCBA) for volunteering their time to talk with the children 
at Thoreau Park Elementary School in Parma. Plans are being discussed for the 2022 World Bee Day with 12 
countries already committing to the project.

WORLD BEE DAY
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How Bacteria Help Bees Digest Pollen Protein
by Dr. Vera Strogolova

Protein, an essential part of honeybees' diet

While we usually think of honey bees collecting nectar, an average-size colony may also bring in 100 pounds 
of pollen in a season. Pollen is an essential part of the honey bee diet, providing a wide range of nutrients: 
protein, carbohydrates, lipids, vitamins, and minerals.

Proteins are large biological molecules that perform many different functions in living cells. Proteins are build-
ing materials in body tissues, muscles, and glands. The most abundant protein in a honey bee is vitellogenin, 
a protein that influences stress resilience and is important to honey bee social organization. Proteins are 
made up of smaller units called amino acids. There are twenty different amino acid units, and if a correct 
amino acid can't be found, whole proteins can't be synthesized. Honey bees can't make some amino acids 
“from scratch”, and therefore these amino acids, called essential amino acids, must come from food. Without 
the proper nutritional composition in their diet, honey bees' survival is affected. The essential amino acids for 
honey bees are arginine, histidine, isoleucine, leucine, lysine, methionine, phenylalanine, threonine, trypto-
phan, and valine (De Groot, 1953).

Honey bees need to break down dietary proteins into smaller units called amino acids. These amino acids 
can then be properly absorbed and digested or reused. Protein is digested in the honey bee gut with the 
help of other specialized proteins, called proteolytic enzymes. Honey bees secrete proteolytic enzymes such 
as trypsin, but gut microbes are a great source of proteolytic enzymes that support digestion.

Bacteria's role in stored pollen/bee bread

Through the addition of nectar, glandular secretions, and certain bacteria, Herbert and Shimanuki in 1978 
postulated that stored digestibility and nutritional value of the beebread / stored pollen is increased. In 2006, 
Human and Nicolson confirmed a change pollen's appearance and nutritional composition during collection 
and storage by honey bees.

Figure from COLOSS BEEBOOK1 (page 2) shows 

the appearance of pollen grains before (A) and after 

(B) addition of nectar and glandular secretions.

In 2015, Anderson et al-2 reported that stored pollen does not undergo long-term nutrient conversion and 
that microbes do not predigest the pollen prior to consumption by bees. In their study, researchers analyzed 
fresh pollen and bee bread, and found pollen grain shells intact and containing 

very few bacteria in bee bread. In contrast, pollen found in honey bee hindgut had many more bacteria at-
tached. These observations were interpreted to mean that the bacteria on pollen are associated with preser
vation, not digestion, of nutrients.

In 2021, another study3 revealed a previously unseen effect of bacteria on pollen. Christiansen et al inoculat-
ed fresh pollen with Nectar-dwelling Acinetobacter bacteria and waited 45 minutes to see that the bacteria 
                                                52



                                                                         “stimulated protein release by inducing pollen to germinate and 
                                                                         burst.” A precise measurement of available protein indicated 
                                                                         that bacteria doubled available protein from the pollen grains 
                                                                         in the study. Therefore, previously unnoticed, bacteria likely 
                                                                         play an important role in increasing available protein from 
                                                                         pollen, either before or after pollen grains are consumed by 
                                                                         honey bees.
             

                                                                 

                                                                                                  Photograph of a pollen grain that germinated and burst ©Christiansen et al3

Bacteria's role in digestion in the honey bee gut 

Honey bee gut microbiota contributes to digestion within the ileum and rectum. Bacteria ferment pollen and 
nectar to produce nutritional molecules called Short-Chain Fatty Acids (SCFAs). These small fuel molecules 
(SCFAs) can be metabolized by honey bees directly. In 2017 study4, Zheng and colleagues treated honey-
bees with an antibiotic to remove most bacteria (GF) and compared these honey bees to conventional (CV) 
bees with normal microbiomes. They showed that microbes are responsible for the production of SCFAs 
(acetate, propionate, lactate, succinate, and butyrate). These SCFAs are decreased when bacteria are re-
moved from honey bees (GF). In conventional (CV) honey bees, SCFAs are absorbed into the hemolymph 
and their levels are higher in the hemolymph, where these fuel molecules support honey bee development, 
hormonal signaling, and weight gain.

Concentrations of SCFA in the ileum, rectum, and 

hemolymph of GF and CV honey bees © Zheng et al4

Which microbes?

Our understanding of microbes in the honey bee gut is growing. The microbes best characterized within the 

adult honey bee gut, also called core gut microbiome, are the five most consistent, ubiquitous, and abundant 

bacterial taxa: Snodgrassella, Gilliamella, Lactobacillus Firm-4, Lactobacillus Firm-5, and Bifidobacterium. 

These core bacterial types coexist alongside a high number of less-frequent bacteria acquired from the en-

vironment, such as Erwinia, Serratia, Citrobacter, Acinetobacter, Lactobacillus not belonging to Firm-4 or 

Firm-5, Streptococcus, and Bacillus. A recent study5 showed that the core bacterial community is made up 

How Bacteria Help Bees Digest Pollen Protein
by Dr. Vera Strogolova
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                                                     Born on 
                                                     Christmas Day 
                                                     Dec. 25. 1810
                                                     "Born on Christmas Day, 
                                                     1810, in Pennsylvania,  
                                                     Lorenzo Langstroth was 
                                                     indeed a gift to the bee-
                                                     keepers who followed him. 
                                                     He gave the world a concept 
                                                     known as bee space" (Bees 
                                                     in America: How the Honey 
Bee Shaped a Nation - by Tammy Horn - 2006)

  Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth was born in Philadelphia, Pa., 
Dec. 25. 1810. He graduated at Yale College In 1831, in 
which college he was tutor of mathematics from 1834 to 1836. After his graduation he pursued a theological course of 
study, and In May, 1836. became pastor of the Second Congregational Church in Andover, Mass.. which position ill health 
compelled him to resign in 1838. He was principal of the Abbott Female Academy, in Andover, In 1838-9, and in 1839 
removed to Greenfield, Mass., where he was principal of the High School for Young Ladies, from 1839 to 1844. In 1844 
he became pastor of the Second Congregational Church in Greenfield; and after four years of labor here, ill health compel-
led his resignation. In 1848 he removed to Philadelphia, where he was principal of a school for young ladies from 1848 to 
1852. In 1852 he returned to Greenfield: removed to Oxford, O., in 1858, and to Dayton, O., in 1887.

According to a Virginia paper, law enforcement

officers searching the premises of bootleggers in 

that State were for a long time. They unable to 

find the place where they stored their supply of 

liquor. Eight gallons of moonshine was finally 

located in this beehives in the front yard. 

of 32 species of bacteria, while 164 species of non-core bacteria are found in the same honey bee samples. 

Non-core bacteria in the honey bee gut are diverse and functional. One of their likely functions is to support 

digestion.

Summary

    Honey bees must have protein in their diet

    Pollen is the best source of protein

    Bacteria assist in preserving bee bread, extracting protein from pollen grains, and breaking down proteins      

      and carbohydrates in the gut

    A healthy gut microbiome contains hundreds of non-core bacterial species

1Human, H; Brodschneider, R; Dietemann, V; Dively, G; Ellis, J; Forsgren, E; Fries, I; Hatjina, F; Hu, F-L; Jaffé, R; Jensen, A B; Köhler, A; 
Magyar, J; Özkýrým, A; Pirk, C W W; Rose, R; Strauss, U; Tanner, G; Tarpy, D R; Van Der Steen, J J M; Vaudo, A; Vejsnæs, F; Wilde, J; 
Williams, G R; Zheng, H-Q (2013) Miscellaneous standard methods for Apis mellifera research. In V Dietemann; J D Ellis; P Neumann (Eds) 
The COLOSS BEEBOOK, Volume I: standard methods for Apis mellifera research. Journal of Apicultural Research 52(4): http://dx.doi.org/
10.3896/IBRA.1.52.4.10
2Anderson, K; Carroll, M J; Sheehan, T; Mott, B M; Maes, P; Corby-Harris, V (2015) Hive-stored pollen of honey bees: many lines of evidence 
are consistent with pollen preservation, not nutrient conversion. Molecular Ecology 23:5904-5917
3Christensen, S M; Munkres, I; Vannette, R L (2021) Nectar bacteria stimulate pollen germination and bursting to enhance microbial fitness. 
Current Biology 31:1-8
4Zheng, H; Powell, J E; Steele, M I; Dietrich, C; Moran, N A (2017) Honeybee gut microbiota promotes host weight gain via bacterial metabol-
ism and hormonal signaling. PNAS 114 (18): 4775-4780
5Callegari, M., Crotti, E., Fusi, M. et al. Compartmentalization of bacterial and fungal microbiomes in the gut of adult honeybees. NPJ Biofilms 
Microbiomes 7, 42 (2021). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41522-021-00212-9
About the author - Dr. Vera Strogolova is a scientist fascinated by microbes. As a co-founder and CTO of Strong Microbials, Vera is charged 
with the development, research, and improvement of probiotics for honey bees. Vera's work builds on her experience as a Quality and Safety 
Leader and research scientist working on animal probiotics in Danisco/Dupont subsidiaries. Vera earned M.S. in biology from the University of 
Wisconsin Milwaukee, where she studied how organisms respond to sugar, and a Ph.D. from Marquette University, where she studied new 
aspects of how cells breathe. Vera is currently serving on ABF Research Committee, COLOSS Nutrition Task Force, and writes for Bee Science 
News.com.

How Bacteria Help Bees Digest Pollen Protein
by Dr. Vera Strogolova



OSBA is a non-profit organization with a mission to promote 

beekeeping in the state of Ohio. OSBA Board of Directors is 

made up of 23 voting members. Eighteen of these members 

represent each of the nine regions of Ohio. They are the people 

who represent the membership and your region in all votes 

taken by the OSBA board regarding the business of OSBA. 

Get to know your Representatives; they are here to help you.

2022 Officers, Staff & Newsletter Deadlines  
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/associations/local-associations/

OSBA Executive Committee

                           
President            
Vice-President   
Secretary            
Treasurer
Past President            
                           

Peggy Garnes                      
Tom Rathbun
Jeannie Saum                      
Rod Pritchard
Terry Liberman-Smith              
                           

     330.723.6265
419.603.1749     
614.975.6139     
614.216.3386
937.272.6549      
                           

president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

vice-president@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

secretary@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

treasurer@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

pastpresident@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

                           

   Maumee Valley      
   Maumee Valley   
   Erie Basin           
   Erie Basin           
   Western Reserve 
   Western Reserve  
   Top of Ohio         
   Top of Ohio         
   Heart of Ohio      
   Heart of Ohio      
   Crossroads          
   Crossroads          
   Miami Valley      
   Miami Valley      
   Ohio Valley          
   Ohio Valley          
   Buckeye Hills      
   Buckeye Hills      
                              

OSBA Regional Directors & Regional Representatives
   Regional Director             

Regional Rep.   
Regional Director              
Regional Rep.  
Regional Director              
Regional Rep.
Regional Director             
Regional Rep.   
Regional Director             
Regional Rep. 
Regional Director              
Regional Rep.   
Regional Director             
Regional Rep. 
Regional Director             
Regional Rep.  
Regional Director            
Regional Rep.
                              

Jamie Walters      
Roger Myers 
Linda Miller     
Laurie Kehres      
Allyson May       
Dale Olson        
Dwight Wells      
Dan Braden      
Nina Bagley        
Will Merrill      
Lloyd Horst
Joe Heider                  
Rich Stewart
        
Kelly Morse       
Jim Hopkins      

          
 
                              

maumee-valley@ohiostatebeekeepers.org    

maumee-valley-rep@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

 erie-basin@ohiostatebeekeepers.org 

erie-basin-rep@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

western-reserve@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

western-reserve-rep@@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

top-of-ohio@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

top-of-ohio-rep@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

heart-of-ohio@ohiostatebeekeepers.org 

 heart-of-ohio-rep@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

crossroads@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

  crossroads-rep@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

 miami-valley@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

 

 ohio-valley@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

 ohio-valley-rep@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

 

 

                              

419.438.7335
567.686.5698
419.552.9242
419.610.5196
440.590.1845
216.408.0446
937.477.9251
419.303.0983
614.783.7868
614.226.8219
330.465.7402
330.833.8249
937.728.0427

859.468.4560
513.518.8961

Staff Appointments
                            Newsletter Editor                
Telling The Bees
Artwork
Articles                        

Jamie Walters                          
David Crawford
Laurie Dotson
Jeannie Saum                             

                            editor@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
davidcrawford43113@gmail.com
artwork@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

                            articles@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

Quarterly Newsletter - 2022 Deadlines 
                            Winter Edition
Articles / Photos

                        December 1st 

Spring Edition
Articles / Photos

                     March 1st

Summer Edition
Articles / Photos

                     June 1st

Fall Edition
Articles / Photos

                     September 1st
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Ohio State Beekeepers Association 2022 Membership Form

Ohio State Beekeepers Association is a 501c3 non-profit organization supporting people who have an 
interest in honey bees and beekeeping. You do not need to be a beekeeper or live in Ohio to join OSBA. 
Membership includes on-going activities of the association to promote honey bees and beekeeping, 
voting in annual elections, discounts on publications, and an annual subscription to Ohio Beekeeping.

For new memberships and renewals, visit  to join electronically orhttps://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/join-us/
send checks payable to OSBA with this completed form to:
Ohio State Beekeepers Association
955 Murnan Road
Galloway, OH 43119

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

City: _________________ State: ___ Zip: ______________ County: ____________________

Phone: (__ _) ______-___________    Email Address (Print clearly) _______________________

Name of Local Bee Association: ____________________________________

Number of Hives:_______________
    $15.00 Senior (age 60 or over)/for 1 year
    $15.00 Student membership for 1 year
    $20.00 Individual membership for 1 year
    $25.00 Family membership for 1 year
    $200.00 Lifetime membership (individual or family)

I would also like to donate � $5 � $10 � $20 � $_________ to support 4-H/FFA and honey bee research.

Membership is based on the calendar year, January through December
OSBA is a 501c3. Donations may be tax-deductible.

Ohio State Beekeepers Association Newsletter is the official publication of the Ohio State Beekeepers Association. 
Annual subscriptions are included with membership in OSBA. Send news about your bees and your experiences, 

as well as any corrections, letters, comments, photographs, story suggestions, interviews, and additional requests to:

             editor@ohiostatebeekeepers.org newsletter@ohiostatebeekeeper.org

Please support our advertisers. When you place an order, tell them you saw their advertisement in the 
Ohio State Beekeepers Association Newsletter.

Thank you on behalf of our collective newsletter colony, 
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