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The Ohio State Beekeepers Association serves beekeepers in Ohio and is associated with other
organizations who have an interest in beekeeping.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
BY PEGGY GARNES
As the crisp fall weather reminds me of the beekeeping chores
that still need to be completed, my thoughts keep pulling me
back to the upcoming Fall Conference on October 28 and 29,
2022. This year the annual meeting and conference will be
held at a new venue with more room for attendees and vendors. Registration is open and it’s looking like a nice turnout.
Elections will be held electronically like the past couple years.
Please watch your email for your ballot. If you cannot vote
electronically, please find the mail in version in the newsletter
or online, and have it completed and received by OSBA by October 25, 2022. We are looking for nominations for Vice President and Treasurer. The Treasurer’s position has been made a
bit easier with the updating of the QuickBooks.
As the OSBA year winds down, the planning meeting in December will be addressing next year’s event schedules and volunteers. If you have some suggestions for 2023 or if you would
like to be considered for a Regional Representative position,
please contact me. OSBA is always looking to improve and add
fresh ideas.
With the couple scattered warm days coming up, please check
your hives and mite drops and take appropriate actions to
ensure your bees will be bursting at the seams this coming
spring.
Stay healthy, hug your loved ones, and I hope to see you at the
Fall Conference.

THANKS TO OUR
PRESIDENT
PEGGY GARNES, FOR RESPRESENTING
OSBA AND HONEY BEES ALL OVER THE
STATE THIS SUMMER!
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OSBA FALL CONFERENCE 2022

October 28-29, 2022

The Ohio State Beekeepers Association is pleased to announce the Fall
Conference and Annual Meeting. This event will be held in-person on Friday
evening, October 28th and all day Saturday, October 29th in Wooster, Ohio at
the Fisher Auditorium and Shisler Conference Center located at the OARDC
CAMPUS.

• Ohio Apiary Inspection program
• Reasons That Honey Bees Die and How To Prevent It
• Genetics and Breeding Mite-Resistant Honey Bee Stock in Ohio
and the Midwest.
• Ohio Pollinators Habitat Initiative Program
• Honeybee Pheromones” Common Scents”
• Age Related Task of a Worker Bee “Ethology”
• Mysteries and Management of a Laying Worker
• Fight The Mites” Understanding the Mysterious Tropilaelaps Mite”
• Varroa Anatomy,” Why It Matters To Your Bees.”
• The Legal Ramifications of Doing Honey Bee Cut Outs. “Knowing
the Liabilities and Your Limitations”.
• Understanding and Minimizing Insecticide Bee Kills In Soybeans

CHECK OUT

WHY DID MY BEES DIE?

Fall Conference and
Annual Meeting

The Judged Honey Show - All our great vendors and trades- Raffles - Different Regional Beekeeper Assoc., &
Clubs - Morning coffee and donuts - Afternoon cookies - Friends you haven’t seen
Stop and Shop at the Vendor tables. They are here for you and it’s a great way to make new friends.
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OSBA FALL CONFERENCE 2022

FEATURED SPEAKERS
Hongmei Li-Byarlay Ph.D.

Dr. Sammy Ramsey

The Endowed Professor of Entomology at CU Boulder’s BioFrontiers Institute, where he applies his fascination with invertebrates
to understanding and preserving the ecosystems that they make
possible.

Jon Zawislak

An Assistant Professor of Apiculture and Urban Entomology for
the University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture. He emphasizes understanding the biology and behavior of honey bees
and related pests as key to keeping bees healthy, and minimizing
the use of pesticides in the hives.

Dr James Tew

Dr. James E. Tew is an Emeritus Faculty member of the Ohio State
University, and he is also retired from The Alabama Cooperative
Extension System
Reed M. Johnson, PhD.
Reed is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of
Entomology at The Ohio State University in Wooster, Ohio where
he teaches two courses: one on beekeeping and the other on
pesticide science.

Received her Ph.D. from Purdue University at West Lafayette, Indiana. She is currently the Research Associate Professor of Entomology at Central State University.

Barbara Bloetscher

The State Entomologist/Apiarist at the Ohio Department of
Agriculture since 2009, after 23 years at The Ohio State University
Extension.

Marci Lininger

A graduate of the Masters of Environment and Natural Resources
Program at the
Ohio State University. Marci serves as the Director for the Ohio
Pollinator Habitat Initiative.
Eric “Critter” McCool
The world’s foremost leading expert on stinging insect extractions
and control.

Save the Date: Oct 28-29, 2022
OARDC CAMPUS, WOOSTER OHIO

Register here: https: //ohiostatebeekeepers.org/membership/os-

ba-fall-conference-2022-ticket/
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TELLING THE BEES

TELLING
THE BEES
A CENTURIES-OLD TRADITION

T

he Royal beekeeper
of
England, John Chapple, has carried out the centuries-old tradition of Telling the Bees, officially
informing the beehives on the
grounds of Clarence House and
Buckingham Palace, that Queen
Elizabeth has passed away.
Chapple, a beekeeper for over
30 years has been keeping the
bees for the Royals for 15 years,
caring for 2 hives at the Clarence
House and 5 hives at Buckingham Palace. The bees are Dark
European Honey bees, native
to mainland Britain since after
the last Ice Age, closed the land
bridge in the English Channel.

Royal hives in both locations to
drape each hive in black ribbon
and a bow, say a little prayer,
knock, and say, “The mistress
is dead, but don’t you go. Your
master will be a good master to
you.” Chapple informed the bees
that their new master would be
King Charles III.
Telling the bees is a tradition
After hearing of the Queen’s of many European countries in
passing, Chapple visited the which bees are told of impor-

tant events such as births, marriages, or deaths in the keepers’
lives. The superstition behind it
says that if the bees are not “put
into mourning”, then a penalty
would be paid, such as the bees
absconding, not making honey,
or dying. The custom is practiced in England, Ireland, Wales,
Germany, Netherlands, France,
Switzerland, Bohemia and the
United States.
Fortunately, all of our
OSBA member beekeepers are alive and well.
If you know of the passing of a beekeeper member, please email Avid
Crawford at davidcrawford43113@gmail.com.

A bee is an exquisite
chemist.
The Queen’s hives in mourning
8
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Royal Beekeeper to Charles II

FIVE THINGS I WOULD NOT
DO AS A BEEKEEPER...
by Alex Zomchek (zomchea@miamioh.edu)
A popular meme across social media platforms currently is, “As a professional [blank];
these are the five things I would not do:”
Interestingly enough this aligns with a long
-standing personal challenge with my fellow beekeepers, researchers, and educators: can you condense the essence of beekeeping onto a 3 x 5 inch index card?
Now, more than ever I would argue, yes. So,
let me give it a try. The five things I would
not do as a beekeeper are
1.

Not understanding and the importance and timing of “B-Curves/BTime”, seasonal cycles, nectar flows (&
dearths), durations often resulting in
too little- too late responses.

2.

Not appreciating bee/hive health issues and declines early enough, better
genetics, ready availability of queen
replacements/banks, bee frame infusions, etc.

3.

Not understanding bee behavior stimuli/responses, reactive vs. proactive
beekeeping pounds of cure instead of
ounces of prevention you make better
bees.

4.

Pests & Diseases monitoring/treatments/verification, importance of timing of...

5.

Not understanding the importance of
timed, nutritional feeds. Feeding for
starvation, stimulation, and nutrition.
Broad spectrum feeds not just sugars!

All five of these major no-nos have a timing
concern, and can further be categorized
broadly into macro and micro concerns.
The macro issues have to do mostly with
the environments that we expose our bee
to. Nectar flows, dearth, hot/cold, other bees (with their associated pests and
pathogens), etc. All of these elements (including their interactions!) can be stressors and have to be taken into account.
Micro issues primarily deal with bee (hive?)
health. Principle players are genetics, nutrition, diseases associated with pests (and
other bees!), bee gut or microbiome factors, etc. These elements together with
their interactions have been harder to
identify and nail down – but we are getting tantalizingly close to identifying the
major culprits and coming up with workarounds.
Once we crack these remaining codes,
beekeeping then becomes (depending on
your background) an engineering, project
management, chef, animal husbandry, or
gardening activity. As with other Agri in-

Steve Saum inspecting a hive
dustries; beekeeping can once again be
a wash, rinse, repeat (with variations on a
theme) activity.
This brings us full circle back to our recipe card of five things not to do. Intrinsic to
this list is beekeeper behavior. Beekeepers
play an even bigger role in today’s changing bee world. Passive beekeeping is not
a real thing.
The good news is that we have the knowledge and tools to keep sustainable, productive colonies. The bad news is that for
various reasons we fail to properly and
timely implement and/or follow tried and
true recipe(s). There are consequences of
the five no-nos.
With inflation on everybody’s mind, replacement bees and lost productivity is
hyper inflationary. Put boldly and bluntly,
it is getting more expensive to make the
same ‘ol mistakes. Enough stick; now some
carrot.
Reverse the logic of my above list. Make
it the five things that you as a beekeeper
should be doing in your beekeeping operations to close out this bee season. Further, do consider implementing these five
strategies next season. Fit on a 3x5 card?
You tell me.

Apiary To Do List
1. Be aware of “B-Curves/B-Time”, seasonal cycles, nectar
flows (& dearths)
2.Pay clos attention to bee/hive health issues and declines
3.Study Bee behavior, stimuli and responses - prevention
4. Monitor and treat for pests and diseases
5. Understand feeding for nutritional feeds. Feeding for
starvation, stimulation, and nutrition.
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RESEARCH

The Role of Spring
Trees in Ohio
Honey Production

well as the proportional abundance of nectar from each
plant. This permits us to identify the flowers that are most
by Harper McMinn-Sauder abundant in each honey sample, and therefore, which plants
on the landscape are contributing most to the honey that is
harvested (Table 1).
In 2019 Ohio honey bee colonies produced over 1 million pounds of honey. Honey production is essential It should be noted that the percent composition determined
for colony survival and is a top reason many beekeep- using pollen metabarcoding may or may not be representaers keep bees, either for personal enjoyment or finan- tive of the true contribution that these flowers make to honcial gain. The importance of honey production makes ey – more research is needed in this area. We also performed
understanding the flowers contributing most to sea- a landscape analysis to assess the percentage of land in row
sonal honey production a topic worthy of research. crop agriculture within a 1.25 mile (2km) radius around each
Ensuring that honey bees have access to the nectar apiary, categorizing apiaries as high agriculture (>50%), meand pollen that they require is a key consideration for dium agriculture (20 – 50%), or low agriculture (<20%; Figure
colony placement. Though beekeepers have a good 2).
sense of the flowers in the landscape that are important for honey production, we do not know which flow- We found that samples collected from apiaries with medium
ers are most important or their relative contribution (20 – 50%) amounts of surrounding agriculture had a higher
to Ohio honey crops. This study aims to identify the diversity of plants detected in honey than apiaries located in
plants contributing most to Ohio honey production, apiaries of high (>50%) or low (<20%) agricultural intensity.
with specific emphasis on the role of soybean nectar
in Ohio honey. In addition, we wish to identify how the
floral origin of honey changes with the intensity of agriculture in the surrounding landscape.
Honey samples were collected from Ohio beekeepers
at the annual
2019 OSBA fall
meeting, along
with
survey
data
including the apiary
location (Figure 1). We performed pollen
metabarcoding
analysis
to identify the (Figure 1. Apiary locations from which honey was
plants contrib- sampled. Red dots indicate high (>50%) surroundagriculture, yellow dots indicate medium (20 –
uting nectar to ing
50%) surrounding agriculture, blue dots indicate low
each sample as (<20%) surrounding agriculture.
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Figure 2. Composition of honey samples collected from apiaries with high (>50%), medium (20 –
50%), and low (<20%) surrounding agriculture in 2019.

RESEARCH

Table 1. Taxonomic composition of honey samples
collected at the 2019 OSBA meeting.

FALL,

We also found that the plant composition of honey samples is similar, regardless of surrounding agricultural intensity. Willow (Salix) was the top detected
plant in honey samples collected from all apiaries. In addition, apple (Malus),
and cherry (Prunus) were detected in high abundance from samples collected from apiaries in highly agricultural environments. Cherry, pear (Pyrus),
and clover (Trifolium) were detected in high abundance in honey samples
collected from apiaries with medium levels of surrounding agriculture, and
cherry and clover were detected in high abundances in honey samples collected from apiaries with low levels of surrounding agriculture.

a good
time to
plant
trees for
BEES!

These results demonstrate the importance of spring trees, primarily willow
and cherry, in honey production in all Ohio landscapes. Access to these early-season resources are crucial for maintaining colony strength during periods of resource scarcity through the summer and fall as colonies consume
honey stored during the spring. In addition, we see that soybeans (Glycine)
played a relatively small role in seasonal honey production in 2019, possibly
due to the same erratic weather conditions that led to late planting and a relatively poor soybean harvest that year. This study highlights the importance
of spring resources for seasonal colony performance, emphasizing the role
of trees in the nectar diet of Ohio honey bees.
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EVENTS

OSBA AT EVENTS
AROUND OHIO

Lithopolis HoneyFest - OSBA and COBA, making balloon bees. L to R -Winnie
Williams, Queen Lucy Winn, OSBA President, Peggy Garnes, and

LCBA Summer Classic

OSBA Display at Farm Science Review

Kelly Morse at the SWOBA beekeeper Training

Peggy Garnes and Honey Queen Lucy Winn at the Lithopolis
Honeyfest

“Betty the Beekeeper”and Laurie Kehres, Dan and Mary Wampler and
President, Peggy Garnes at the Ohio State Fair
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RESEARCH

SOYBEAN IS A COMMON NECTAR SOURCE
FOR HONEY BEES IN OHIO’S AGRICULTURAL
LANDSCAPE
Chia -Hua Lin and Reed Johnson

We would like to begin this article by saying “Thank you!” to OSBA
for supporting the Bee Lab’s research in Ohio’s agricultural land
programs over the years. You probably have seen our “honey testing table” at OSBA Conferences or even donated honey samples
for us to check for soybean pollen. Where have all these samples
gone? Well, we are happy to
share that we have just published a peer-reviewed paper
in the Journal of Economic Entomology (https://doi.
org/10.1093/jee/toac140) that
demonstrated the role of soybeans as an important nectar
source for bees in Ohio’s agricultural landscapes.
Figure 1. Honey testing lab at the
This study started years
2014 OSBA Fall Conference.
ago as a small project, after
a casual conversation with
beekeepers about the role of soybeans in honey production, to
investigate whether honey bees regularly collected soybean nectar. With the help of several Bee Lab students, we brought our
lab equipment and set up the first honey testing lab at the 2014
OSBA Fall Conference in Plain City, Ohio (Figure 1). Our plan was
to take one-tenth of an ounce of each honey sample provided by
OSBA conference attendees, dissolve it in 70% ethanol, centrifuge
the mixture to isolate pollen particles, then mount the pollen on a
glass slide so we could look for soybean pollen under a microscope
(Figure 2). Honey samples began flowing in as soon as we arrived
and nearly a hundred samples were collected by the end of the
day!

Figure 2. Steps of preparing honey samples for microscopic examination.

Back in the lab, we combed through the apiary survey submitted
with each sample by beekeepers and decided to focus on honey
harvested in Ohio in 2014. After filtering out samples with incomplete information or that did not yield enough pollen grains for
quantitative assessments, we ended up with 31 samples in the final
14
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analysis. The honey samples were grouped by harvest months as
“before soybean bloom” (May–June) and “during or shortly after
soybean bloom” (July–September); the latter generally included
nectar stored by honey bees during the period of soybean bloom.
For each sample, we counted 300 pollen grains under a microscope to determine the percentages of soybean vs. non-soybean pollen. To evaluate how the surrounding landscape affects
the floral origins of honey, we evaluated land use data within a
1-mile radius of each apiary using the 2014 USDA-NASS Cropland
Data Layer (https://nassgeodata.gmu.edu/CropScape). The land
use categories were then defined as soybean (including single
and double cropping categories) or non-soybean to estimate the
percentage of land planted with soybeans near each apiary.
What did we find? Soybean pollen was detected in 17 (55%) of
the 31 samples analyzed. Only six honey samples were harvested before soybean bloom (May–June), all of which contained no
soybean pollen regardless of the surrounding landscape. In honey harvested during or after soybean bloom, the abundance of
soybean pollen increased with the area of soybeans surrounding
the apiaries (Figure 3).

Figure 3. Relative abundance of soybean pollen (percent of total pollen grains) in
honey increased with soybean crop area surrounding the apiaries. Open circles
represent honey harvested before soybean bloom (May – June). Solid circles represent honey harvested during or after soybean bloom (July – September).

Our results provide evidence that honey bees housed near soybean fields in Ohio frequently collect nectar from soybean flowers. Increasing abundance of soybean pollen in honey suggests
that soybean nectar makes up a higher proportion of the honey
from colonies that are surrounded by more soybeans. The immense area of soybean fields in Ohio can supply substantial nectar flow for bees when the crop is in bloom.

NEW LIFE MEMBERS AND DONATIONS

NEW

Nathan Davis

LIFE MEMBER

Photo by NIna
Bagley

This beekeeper has shown his support of OSBA by becoming a Life Member. Life Membership consists of a one-time dues payment of $200. Then
you never have to worry about paying dues again.!

DONATIONS
TO OSBA

Daniel B. Wood
Patrick McGuire
George Andrews
Timothy Ray
Davie Wood

OUR FUNDING IS IMPORTANT IN HELPING TO
PROVIDE EDUCATION, OUTREACH, SERVICES,
AND PROGRAMS TO OUR MEMBERS.
YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED.
THANK YOU!

Bee collecting water Mindi McConnell

MORE OSBA OUT
AND ABOUT
Pollinator Expo at Wright Patterson AFB Apiaries

Audrey Gargas, Vince Dubesa and Kathy Borling
assist a shopper in making her selection

Summer Classic Raffle Items
15
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BEE-ing Natural

is obviously the solution!
We sell propolis and honey that
are harvested by hand, as well as
beehive-based products, such as
Propolis Supplements,
BEE Rescue Cream,
BEE Elevated CBD Products, &
Simply Bee Skincare

10% OFF Discount Code ( OSBA1021 )

BEE RESCUE CREAM

Contains the highest percentage of bee
propolis of all our skin care products.
Specially formulated for skin that
needs some TLC to return it to its
healthy state. Don’t underestimate
what propolis can do.

BEEpothecary is based around the benefits of
PROPOLIS. Propolis protects the bees against
harmful bacteria, viruses, molds, and fungi. Honey
Bees make propolis from trees and it is used all
over the world for its benefits and are meant to
boost antioxidants in humans. Propolis should be
added to your routine. Order Today!
					

BEEpothecary.US

info@BEEpothecary.US		

STATE
BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION
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WORKER BEE BEAT AND OSBA TRAVELING SPEAKERS

OSBA Traveling Speaker Program
OSBA volunteers - working for You!
These are tasks that the OSBA board and committee
members have been working on for
Ohio Beekeepers:
• OSBA Booth at Lithopolis Honey Fest
• Booth at Farm Science Review
• Outreach booth at End of Summer Classic
• Upcoming OSBA Fall Conference
• Traveling Speaker Program
• Ongoing improvements to the new website - it’s
fast!
• Affilate websites uploaded to new OSBA Site
• Foulbrood Test Kits sent to all Ohio County Bee
Inspectors

•

This program is an easy way to schedule a presentation for your club! We offer six different topics
and for just $35.00 for OSBA Affiliates and $50.00
for non-affiliates, A speaker will either provide a
Zoom presentation or come in person if they can.
Topics are:
• Honeycomb Management
• Chemical Treatments for Varroa Control
• Successful Overwintering
• Monitoring for Sustainability
• Sustainable Beekeeping: Using Nucs in the Apiary
• Sustainable Beekeeping: Queen Rearing for the
Hobbyist Beekeeper
Send your club/association’s name and meeting
date/time; the requested presentation(s); and your
contact person(s) name, phone, email address to:
get-a-traveling-speaker@ohiostatebeekeepers.org

• Beginner Internship - monthly
support for new beekeepers
• Honeycomb Management
Presentation
• Start-up assistance for new
bee clubs
Honey Bee on Aster by Chrisie Woida
18
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OUTREACH

OSBA New Beekeeper Outreach:
This program provides enrollment in the monthly online Beginner
Internship virtual class, presented by Maumee Valley Representative
Roger Myers. This online Forum provides video presentations and
live Q & A to novice beekeepers who have attended a local club
Introduction to Beekeeping Class. All local clubs are encouraged to
submit their class attendee list to take advantage of this program.
Participants are enrolled for a one year compimentary OSBA
membership if not previously a member.
Materials for over 1250 students were sent out this year !

Collecting Pollen on Goldenrod, by Ryan Lehman

In 2023 Clubs willl receive the latest Honey Bee Health Coalition’s
publication Guide for Varroa Management along with class support
materials such as pens and brochures.
Clubs interested in receiving these complimentary materials may
contact newbeekeeperoutreach@ohiostatebeekeepers.org Please
include the date, time, location, contact person and class fees. To
help you increase awarenes of your classes, we will post your classes
on the OSBAmaster calendar of events on the website.

Bee on Flower by Nina Bagley

OSBA Affiliate Program
https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/affiliate-application-renewal-forms/

What is the OSBA Affiliate Program for local clubs?
BENEFITS INCLUDE:
• 501(c)(3) Non-profit status through the OSBA
group exemption
• Access to discounted club insurance – Liability
and Director/Officer insurance
• Reduction in yearly tax filing paperwork

• Annual reports to the IRS and Ohio Attorney General
• Tech Soup membership (discounted software for
club)
• Discounted OSBA Traveling Speaker fees
• Affiliate club discounts to special OSBA workshops
19
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USE YOUR PRODUCTS OF THE HIVE TO

Make Beeswax Candles
CALL US:

800-632-3379 |

SHOP ONLINE:

250+ SILICONE CANDLE MOLDS

betterbee.com

Betterbee

EASY POUR & REMOVAL

MARKET & SELL MORE HIVE PRODUCTS

MADE IN

P LAND
POLYSTYRENE HIVES & NUCS
2-88 FRAME HONEY EXTRACTORS
WAX & HONEY PROCESSING EQUIPMENT
BEEKEEPING SUITS & JACKETS
EASY-TO-USE SILICONE CANDLE MOLDS

20
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®

RESOURCES

Honey Bee Health Coalition

A Great Resource, honeybeehealthcoalition.org has great resources for beekeepers and bee clubs. From hive management
tools, best practices, and the varroa guide, to app for your phone
and programs for your club. Check out their many offerings. Find
their excellent Varroa Management Guide here:
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/resources/varroa-management/

Seeking Artwork, Articles,
Poems and Photos

BEE CITY USA
Are you interested in encouraging your
city to become a BEE CITY USA? It could
be a great bee club outreach program,
getting involved in local government
and making a difference for bees! Here
are the commitments required.
• Establish a standing Bee City USA
committee to advocate for pollinators.
• Create and enhance pollinator
habitat on public and private land by
increasing the abundance of native
plants and providing nest sites.
• Reduce the use of pesticides.
• Incorporate pollinator-conscious
practices into city policies and plans.
• Host
pollinator
awareness
events.
• Publicly acknowledge Bee City
USA affiliation with signs and an online presence.
• Pay an initial application fee and
annual renewal fee. (based on population, from $100 - $500)
• Annually apply for renewal and
report on the previous year’s activities.
• Apply here: https: beecityusa.
org/apply-to-bee-city-usa/

Artwork –Submit your original paintings, drawings and craft ideas
Articles –300 to 1500 words in length or one and one half pages single spaced
Word Document
Poems–Whether Ballad, Free Verse, Haiku, Sonnet, Limerick, Concrete, Ekphrastic ,
Ode or Elegy we would enjoy sharing your work with fellow beekeepers
Photos –Please include the equipment used to capture the image as well as a title
All of the forms for each category are encouraged or submit a favorite piece
giving proper credit to the creator.
Thank you for your time and dedication to beekeeping,
Deadlines are the 1st of December, March, June and September

Have you Seen THE NEW NHB ONLINE STORE!
The National Honey Board is excited to bring you an improved program and streamlined
ordering experience. That said, here are some of the changes you can look forward to:
Materials available include stickers, hang tags, and numerous kid’s activity sheets, all
offered at no charge.
Customers may place ONE order per year.
$9.95 Flat rate shipping to the continental United States (excludes AK and HI).
While it may get to you sooner, please allow 3 weeks for delivery of materials.
21
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OSBA SUPPORT

SUPPORT OSBA
WHILE YOU SHOP!

T

hese retail organizations donate to nonprofits you

choose, based on your percentage of spending.

The Kroger Community Rewards program makes
fundraising easy by donating to local organizations
based on the shopping you do every day. Once you
link your Card to OSBA on Kroger’s website, all you have to do
is shop at Kroger and swipe your Shopper’s Card. You can do
that right here!
Https://www.kroger.com/signin?redirectUrl=/account/
communityrewards
Amazon Smile Charity Lists is a meaningful and easy way
for you to shop and donate items directly to charities in need.
Simply find the charities you’d like to support, add items from
their lists to your cart, and check out – it’s that easy. Amazon
Smile donates 0.5% of your eligible Charity List purchases to
your selected charity, at no extra cost to you.
Go to https://smile.amazon.com/charity/ or Search Charity
List.
Choose in your account settings. Ohio State Beekeepers
Association Inc
You will see: Ohio State Beekeepers Association Inc
Location: Akron, OH | Year Founded: 2014
Mission: The Ohio State Beekeepers Association, Inc. Promotes
sustainable beekeeping by providing education and training,
resources and outreach to beekeepers, local beekeepers
associations, and the general public.
Supporting Programs: Traveling Speaker
Now every time you purchase you are giving a little bit to the
OSBA’s traveling Speakers - Speakers who come to your local club
and speak on different hive related programs.
Save the Honey Bee License Plate! If you ask for this
specialty car license, $15 of your purchase will go to Ohio
State Beekeepers and as you drive around town, everyone will
know you are a beekeeper! https://bmvonline.dps.ohio.gov/

SUPPORT OSBA WHILE YOU SHOP!
How cool is that?!
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BZZZZZZZZZZZZZ.....
What do you suppose
A bee sat on my nose
What do you think
He gave me a wink
He said “I beg your pardon
I thought you were the garden.”

ADVERTISER

Our newest edition!
The 42nd Edition of the

ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture
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The ABC and XYZ of Bee
Culture has been keeping
beekeepers around the world
successful since 1877!
• Over 800 pages packed
with information
• Hundreds of color photos
and illustrations
throughout
• More than 50 contributors
discuss everything
honey bee
• This book is a mix of
reference, the how and
why things are done and a
history of how beekeeping
got where it is today
• A must for every
beekeeper large and small

Get your copy today at
www.Store.BeeCulture.com/Books/
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WINTER HEALTH FROM THE BEES

WINTER HEALTH POWERED BY YOUR
BEES
BY JEANNIE SAUM
Did you know that honey bees can help protect you and your
family’s health this winter? It’s true! Honey bees make resources in the hive that support your general health, have medicinal
benefits, and also kill germs in and on your body and in the air.
Honey - More Than Just Sweet
Honey, the most popular hive resource, is an equal blend of glucose and fructose. It is full of amino acids and proteins, minerals, enzymes and antioxidants. It is a natural sugar, metabolized
more like fruit. It has no additives and when protected from air
and moisture, has an indefinite shelf life.
Raw honey has many health benefits proven by research. Honey
can reduce metabolic and oxidative stress and lowers cortisol
levels. It protects against elevated triglycerides in the blood and
shows cardio- protective qualities. Honey has a lower insulin
response than other sugars and can help stabilize blood sugar.
Honey is stored in the liver, which provides on-demand energy
food for the brain. Sometimes, frequent waking in the night is
due to low energy stores in the liver, signaling the brain that it
needs nourishment and waking you up. A spoonful of honey before bed can
sometimes
help
with
restorative
sleep.
Raw honey
is also a super fuel for
exercising,
providing a
A beautiful frame of honey by Jeannie Saum
much healthier, longer-lasting boost of energy than the popular energy gels
which are full of high fructose corn syrup and caffeine. The minerals, protein, and other nutrients qualify raw honey as a beneficial dietary supplement.
Medicinal Benefits of Raw Honey
Honey has been used for centuries, going back to the ancient
civilizations, for its medicinal benefits. In recent decades, it has
begun to be used by modern medicine practitioners in hospitals, clinics, private practices and nursing facilities, because of its
proven medicinal properties.

Bee on Aster, by Christie Woida, FCBA

Raw honey is an effective antibacterial. Its acidic property inhibits growth of bacteria. Its hygroscopic quality (ability to absorb
moisture) makes it able to pull moisture from bacterial cells, killing them. Honey also has the ability to make tiny amounts of hydrogen peroxide in a wound, which naturally debrides the wound
of dead tissue, eliminating the need for painful manual debriding.
Amazing, isn’t it! These qualities make honey a great treatment
for kids’ cuts and scrapes and for more serious issues like burns,
deep wounds, bedsores, ulcers, and even MRSA!
Honeys made from different floral sources have differing amounts
of antibiotic ability, with Manuka Honey, from Manuka trees in
New Zealand, being recognized as having the most antibiotic
ability. It is marketed as Medi-Honey and can be found in tubes
of salve or treated gauze forms, and is quite pricey. All raw honey
can kill bacteria, and your local raw honey can be used at home as
a natural antibiotic, too. No need to buy expensive Manuka honey
for most home treatments. It can be used on cuts, bites, rashes,
burns and wounds. Just smear it over a wound and cover with a
bandaid! And research says honey is better for cough than dextromethorphan! (Grandma was right!)
Pollen – Food for the Bees, Nutrition for Us
Honey bees collect pollen from hundreds of different types of
flowers including trees, wild flowers, perennials and annuals. Pollen is considered a “Super Food” due to the wide range of nutrients it contains. Pollen has
40% protein, free amino acids, and vitamins, including
B-complex and folic acid.
However, most people do
not realize that pollen is indigestible due to its hard
coat. Sprinkling fresh or
dried bee pollen on cereal or
yogurt is not going to benefit one’s health! Pollen must
be ground in order for one
to be able to digest it and
benefit from its nutrients.
Collecting Pollen by Mindi McConnell, FCBA
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WINTER HEALTH FROM THE BEES
This can be done with a mortar and pestle or a coffee or spice
grinder.
Heat destroys the active enzymes in pollen and reduces the nutrient value, so it should be eaten in fresh or dried form. Fresh
pollen must be kept refrigerated or frozen. Dried pollen should
be kept in a sealed container, and will last longer in the refrigerator - up to one year. Once ground, add it to smoothies; uncooked fruit, nut, or cereal bars; yogurt; salads and dressings;
etc.; for a super boost of nutrients!
Health and Medicinal Claims
There are many health and healing claims about bee pollen being repeated in our culture, There have been some animal studies in recent years showing that pollen inhibits harmful bacteria, regulates intestinal function, increases white and red blood
cells, increases levels of hemoglobin, normalizes cholesterol and
triglycerides, delayed/prevented cancerous tumors in mice, and
fights infection
and
disease.
Most medical
information
sites, however, claim that
the evidence
is still insufficient and that
more research
is needed. Both
m e d l i n e p l u s.
Dried pollen will need to be ground or soaked.
com and webmd.com report
that there is insufficient evidence to rate effectiveness for many recent claims, including using pollen to prevent allergies and hay fever!
Pollen is, however, a powerful nutritive supplement that can
help provide vital vitamins, minerals and protein to your diet.
Propolis - Miracle of the Hive
Propolis is a hive
resource
that
the honey bees
make from tree
resin. This resin is
in the buds and
bark of trees and
acts to protect
the trees from
Clean propolis drying before use by Jeannie Saum
bacteria viruses
and molds. The bees collect the resin from poplar and evergreen
trees and bring it back to the hive in their little leg baskets. In
the hive, they mix the resin with enzymes in their bodies, which
makes a thick sticky substance similar to taffy. They use this to
cover the entire inside of the hive, whether they live in a tree or
a hive box. They also glob up the propolis in all the cracks and
crevices to block out light and air. This propolis coating serves to
disinfect the hive, by killing bacteria, viruses, fungi, and molds.

Sometimes, in the winter, a mouse will get into the hive to steal
the bees’ honey stores. The bees will sting the mouse to death to
protect their food, but they can’t remove the dead mouse from the
hive. This presents a problem for the bees. A decaying mouse carcass will bring disease into the hive, but God’s little bee creatures
have an amazing way to counteract this. They cover the mouse in
propolis and it makes a mummy out of the mouse carcass, preventing its decay! The use of propolis can actually be traced back
to the ancient Egyptian times, when it was used for embalming!
It is possible that the Pharaohs in the pyramids were embalmed
with propolis!
Propolis Power for Health and Wellness
What does this all have to do with our winter health? Well, propolis not only kills germs and bacteria that affect the trees and
the bees, it also kills many bacteria, viruses, molds and fungi that
affect our health as well! Over seventy years of research which
you can find on the National Institutes of Health website – nih.
gov – shows that propolis kills bacteria like: staph, strep, MRSA,
e-coli and salmonella; it kills viruses such as: wart, shingles, stomach, common cold, influenza; it kills athlete’s foot and yeast fungi
and has amazing wound healing properties, even on hard to heal
wounds. Its flavonoids and caffeic acids are proving to be the medicinally active components.
Propolis Products You Can Make
Propolis is made into tinctures (alcohol based), infused oils or
creams and can be taken orally or used topically on skin, ears, and
nose during times of illness, or as a preventative. Propolis oil or
tincture can also be used in an aromatherapy room diffuser to
sanitize the air in your home or workplace. This is a great use especially during the winter, when we all bring home germs to a
closed up house.
Propolis is
used all over
the
world
for human
health and
most often
found
in
pharmacies in other
countries.
We are told
Making batches of propolis tincture, by Jeannie
that EuropeSaum, FCBA
ans choose
propolis over pharmaceutical antibiotics. To find out more about
these amazing honey bee resources you are welcome to email
me at saum.jeannie@gmail.com. There is also a great web page
on all the hive resources at: https://www.fao.org/common-pages/
search/en/?q=value%20added%20products%20from%20beekeeping
Stay well this winter! Let your honey bees help!
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RECIPIES

Recipes

Breakfast Bites or Bars with Pollen and Honey

Ingredients
• ¼ cup RAW honey
• ¼ cup peanut butter (or other nut butter)
• Add 5 – 6 cups total of any of the following
• 1 cup Dried Plums or Figs, or other dried fruit, chopped. (or a
ripe banana)
• 1/4 cup Flax seeds
• 2 TBSP Chia seeds
• 1 ½ cup rolled oats
• 2 TBSP ground Polle
• 1 cup nuts
• ½ cup coconut
• Others: pistachio nuts, sunflower, pumpkin ,poppy, sesame
seeds, 1 scoop protein powder,
Instructions
1. Using a food processor, add the dry ingredients one cup at a
time and blend to your desired size/texture.
2. Add the honey and peanut butter.
3. Finish by pulsing until well blended.
4. Make into balls with a 1 Tbs cookie scoop or press recipe
into an 8” x 8” pan and cut into bars.
5. Store in sealed container and refrigerate.

These are great for breakfast or as a mid-day snack! This recipe is a great way
to get protein, fiber, and antioxidants.
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Propolis Oil and Tincture
Ingredients
• 1 liter of vodka, 584 gr - or any other alcohol - Brandy is
gluten free

OR

• 584 gr / 2.5 cups of vegetable oil and
• 59 gr of clean propolis, smashed when froze to oat size
Instructions
1. Put the propolis in a large mason jar.
2. Add either the alcohol OR the oil to the jar and screw the lid
on tight.
3. If alcohol tincture, let the jar sit for 3 weeks, shaking it up every day. Check in 3 weeks. If it numbs your tongue, it’s ready
to strain and use!

OR
4. If oil, fill a large pot with water and put the jar of oil in. Heat
the water up to 120 degrees fand hold for 20 minutes. It is
now ready to strain and use, orally or topically.

BUG ZOO / OSBA LEADERSHIP

VISIT THE UNITED TITANIUM BUG
ZOO IN THE WOOSTER SCIENCE
BUILDING
There are estimated to be 7 million different species of
insects and related “bugs” on the planet Earth. While
beekeepers are especially fond of one particular insect
species, the European honey bee (Apis mellifera), how
often do you have a chance to take a really close look at
some of the other 6.999 million? At the upcoming Ohio
State Beekeepers Association meeting in Wooster you’ll
have the opportunity to see and interact with some of
the other arthropods that are kin to our honey bees.
The Ohio State University Department of Entomology’s
United Titanium Bug Zoo is located on the first floor
of the new Wooster Science Building. From 6-9PM on
Friday, October 28 zookeeper Jeni Filbrun and Entomology students will be hosting a Halloween Open
House at the Bug Zoo. Take a trip across the street from
Fisher Auditorium to see and hold Madagascar hissing
cockroaches, view an impressive collection of tarantulas
and other spiders, and be fooled by Blue Death Feigning beetles. You can also lay back and get a view of a
termite colony in action. For younger beekeepers there
will also be insect-themed face painting and “trick-ortreating” with camouflaged insects. Costumes are optional, but you’re welcome to dress up as a beekeeper!

Two Bug Zoo visitors taking a
look at the 4000 residents in a
termite colony.

Officers
PRESIDENT 		
VICE-PRESIDENT
SECRETARY 		
TREASURER 		

Peggy Garnes
Tom Rathbun
Jeannie Saum
Rod Pritchard

330-723-6265
419-603-1749
614-975-6139
614-216-3386

Regional Directors
MAUMEE VALLEY
ERIE BASIN 		
WESTERN RESERVE
TOP OF OHIO 		
HEART OF OHIO
CROSSROADS
MIAMI VALLEY
OHIO VALLEY 		
BUCKEYE HILLS

Jamie Walters
Linda Miller
Dale Olsen
Dwight Wells
Nina Bagley
Lloyd Horst
Rich Stewart
Kelly J. Morse
(Open)

419-438-7335
419-552-9242
216-408-0446
937-477-9251
614-783-7868
330-465-7402
937-728-0427
859-468-4560

Regional Representative
MAUMEE VALLEY
Roger Myers
ERIE BASIN 		
Laurie Kehres
WESTERN RESERVE
(Open)
TOP OF OHIO
Dan Braden
HEART OF OHIO
Will Merrill
CROSSROADS
Joe Heider
MIAMI VALLEY
(Open)
OHIO VALLEY 		
Jim Hopkins
BUCKEYE HILLS
Don Crock
Contact Them 				

567-686-5698
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330-833-8249
513-518-8961
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Local Bee Clubs

A lubber grasshopper
laying eggs
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LOCAL CLUB NEWS

ERIE BASIN report for OSBA

HEART OF OHIO report for OSBA

REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Linda Miller

REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Nina Bagley

REPRESENTATIVE: Laurie Kehres

REPRESENTATIVE: Will Merrill

SANDUSKY RIVER VALLEY BEEKEEPERS
ASSOC.
We’ve had a busy summer with lots of
events! We are grateful to all the members
who step up to help by giving presentations to civic groups and
school kids, manning both County and Ohio State fair booths, and
providing educational events for our
club. They are all the glue of the club
and we truly appreciate them!
Members shared their talents with
several field days: There was a great
turn out when Kim Root and Tami
Wylie showed the group how to
make candles from bees wax. What
fun! We also had a morning meeting
Queen Marking
and showed beekeepers the different
Field Day
methods of marking queens, hopefully making it less intimidating.
Many thanks to Dr. Mike Stone for hosting our annual picnic. Everyone had a terrific time and I’m sure they didn’t leave hungry!
In October there will be a presentation on “Overwintering Bees”.
We will also be handing out bears for members to fill with honey
to give to local food pantries.

Sandusky River
members at their Local
and the Ohio State Fair

Richland Area Beekeepers
Black Fork Bee Club
North Central Beekeepers Assoc.
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CENTRAL OHIO BEEKEEPERS
Summer and the start of fall have been busy for
COBA. Our Youth scholars are off to a great start in
their beekeeping and provided the General meeting very informative presentations.
The partnership with Easton town center has
been beneficial to both parties. Our bees are thriving, and several
education programs have been hosted. Easton Management reports
more and more of their staff interested in pollinators. Observation
hives and other information were the highlights of National Bee Day
at Easton. COBA was presented with a check for the Foundation to
further our education programs.
COBA also provided education at the Ohio State Fair in conjunction
with the Ag Science booth and provided educational information at
the Franklin County Fair.
Members have been active in informing local government officials
the benefits to allowing residents to raise bees and educating them
on how they can provide “bee friendly” ordinances that benefit the
community.
FAIRFIELD COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Fairfield County Beekeepers had in-person meetings all summer
with good attendance. Bee yard has been well
attended also. We are enjoying getting to know
our new beekeepers. At our June meeting,
Nina Bagley, Franklin County Inspector and Barb
Bloetscher, State apiarist talked about what to
expect from your county inspector, pests, and
the condition of bees in Ohio. Jerry Hayes came in July and shared his
many beekeeping experiences and what he has learned. In August,
Carmen Conrad, a master of showing honey and hive products, shared
with us the tips and tricks for submitting fine hive specimens into the
upcoming county fair. We hope many of our members will enter. Our
junior member, Josiah Edwards was elected, by Fairfield County 4-H,
to go on to the Ohio State Fair, with his beekeeping
project. Josiah presented eloquently, and was awarded Outstanding of the Day, 1st place, and the coveted
clock award! We are so proud of our youngest member!
New beekeepers and volunteers who earned recognition for their hours of service to the club, received
Josiah Wampler
club T-shirts, sponsored by a grant from South Central
1st Place
Power. Our Outreach Committee did several events,
giving bee presentations at Senior Living facilities.
We also attended Bugstravaganze at a local metro park to talk about
bees with participants. Several club members sold honey at our local
Tractor Supply Beekeeping Event. Another club member held a Saturday “Enrichment “ class on how to make creamed and flavored honey. Participants brought their own honey and used provided herbs,
spices and dried fruit rinds and peppers to
flavor their honeys. It was a fun and creative day and a great way to get to know
fellow beekeepers better. We have several
veteran members raising queens this year,
Linds Smith at
sharing their techniques and successes on
Bugstravaganza
our Facebook page.

LOCAL CLUB NEWS

HEART OF OHIO Continued
THE SCIOTO VALLEY BEEKEEPERS
Scioto valley beekeepers meet the second thursday of
each month. The next regular meeting begins at 6:00 p.M.
Thursday (9/8) in the basement meeting room of good
shepherd united methodist church, 310 e. Main st. In circleville. The entrance is down the steps in the rear of the
building. All members are welcome and urged to attend and share in
the educational and social opportunities.

East Central Ohio Beekeepers Association
Our meetings are held the third thursday of each month at
taft reserve south, located at 10383 fairview rd se, newark, oh 43055. Meetings
begin at 6:30 pm. It is a potluck/snack
affair, so please bring a dish or snack to
share with the group
Knox County Beekeepers Association

MAUMEE VALLEY report for OSBA
REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Jamie Walters
REPRESENTATIVE: Roger Myers

MAUMEE VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
The Maumee Valley Beekeepers meet on the
third Tuesday of each month. Members attend
meetings via zoom and in person. Our members
receive information through our Facebook page,
the monthly member newsletter and if possible to
tape, through our YouTube channel.
June was a month of many opportunities. Jamie Walters and Roger
Myers hosted aqueen rearing class for any beekeepers in Northwest
Ohio. It was well attended and everyone left with several queen cells,
along with a wealth of information about rearing queens. The Maumee Valley Beekeepers met with the Black Swamp Beekeepers for
our annual field day! Jamie Walters offered a microscopy display of
European Foulbrood. He, Roger Myers and a few other members are
being trained to identify European Foulbrood through microscopic
research. European Foulbrood is beginning to become a major problem for beekeepers.
Michelle Wallace from Central State University Extension Office
gave a presentation entitled, “Does Your Hive Have Good Genes?”
Through a research project at Central State University, there is continuing research into bees with good grooming methods and bees
with larger mandibles that tear body parts off of varroa mites.
Beekeepers are encouraged to take samples of varroa mites in their
hives and submitting samples of bees that might have a genetic predisposition towards eliminating mites.
The grand finale was a presentation by Rich Wieske, president of

MAUMEE VALLEY Continued

the Michigan Beekeepers Association and Education Director of
the Southeastern Michigan Beekeepers Association Bee School. His
presentation included solar wax melters, cleaning wax and wax creations. Everyone who was interested was encouraged to produce a
luminary by dipping a water filled balloon into hot wax. In addition,
there were sheets of wax available to roll a candleand finally there
was wicking available to produce a hand dipped candle.
In July, our club met to hear Jeff Wesolowski speak about his use
of Warre hives along with his research into Varroa Sensitive Hygienic genetics research. He creates his own frames for his Warre hives
using regular frame tops and wooden skewers to create a smaller
frame. His research with the Warre hive
and VSH research involves small frames
in a small nucleaus hive. He focuses on
not using any type of varroa mite treatment. At this point, that involves losing
quite a number of hives, but he is making progress.
In August, our club was given the opportunity to tour and demonstration of
the extracting facility of Jerry Sawicki. He
has an excellent set up for his beekeeping business.
In January, we will be offering our anDan Schmitt at the
nual Introduction to Beekeeping. This Toledo Metro Parks’ Bugfest
will be offered once a month in January,
February and March. Follow our Facebook page for more information and updates.
NORTHWEST OHIO BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
We want to make sure everyone is receiving the newsletter. If
you have not received or would like to receive the monthly newsletter, please send an email to northwest.ohio.beekeepers.assoc@
gmail.com and say “ADD ME”. A receipt email will be sent to confirm
the email address. We are meeting at the Ottawa County Extension
Office, 1206 East Second Street, Ottawa, OH. The meetings start at
7:00pm a change from the previous start time of 7:30pm.
BG BEE GROUP
We typically meet the 3rd Thursday of each month, at the Wood
County District Office, 18729 Mercer Rd., Bowling Green, OH 43402,
from 5:30 7:30pm. For additional information contact Mike Soboleski at 419-494- 2226 or email: sobeehoney@gmail.com
BLACK SWAMP BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
We want to make sure everyone is receiving the
newsletter. If you have not received or would like
to receive the monthly newsletter, please send an
email to blackswampbeekeepersassoc@gmail.com
and say “ADD ME”. A receipt email will be sent to
confirm the email address.
Our programs are science & education-based. Our meetings
(February thru November) are on the 1st Monday of each month,
at 7pm, at the Defiance City Building, 631 Perry Street, Defiance.
You are welcome to join our club and learn more about the
beekeeping world
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MAUMEE VALLEY Continued

MIAMI VALLEY REGION report for OSBA

MIAMI VALLEY REGION continued

SOUTHWESTERN OHIO BEEKEEPERS
SWOBA is made up of beekeepers from Hamilton, Butler, Clermont, and Warren counties in Ohio and some from Indiana and
Kentucky. We have some beekeepers with more than 50 years of
experience.
Upcoming presentations:
Michelle Flenniken, Ph.D. Meeting - October 26th, 2022
(Joint event with Virginia Beekeepers Association)

REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Rich Stewart
REPRESENTATIVE: (Open seat)

BUTLER COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
We typically hold monthly meetings the second Thursday of
every month at the Miami University Ecology Research Center
(5806 Somerville Road, Oxford, OH 45056) check our FB page
CLINTON COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
The members of the Beekeepers of Clinton county meet the
second Tuesday of every
month at Dove Church in
Wilmington at 7:00 pm.
These meetings are very
insightful for new and experienced beekeepers and are
great to share knowledge
and the trials of beekeeping.
The meetings are led by
Rich Stewart, Clinton County
Beekeeper President and
Master Beekeeper. To reach
the club, please contact the
communications representative, Brenda Compliment
GREENE COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Greene County Beekeepers keep the buzz going on in the
Greater Greene County Area. This summer is humming along
with the annual picnic and a
return to in-person meetings
on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month. GCBA is also expanding our popular public eventHoney Harvest! This family-oriented educational event
not only draws large crowds,
but also a large population
of volunteers. Summer also
means the Greene County
Fair, where many members
vie for the title of “Best Honey
in the County”! Come visit
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WARREN COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
Our September Picnic held September 11th at Armco Park was
a beautiful day. Thanks to all that took the time to come and share
good food and bee conversation and knowledge. Many of us think
that autumn is the best season, and it is a great time of year; however, it is a very busy time for beekeepers. As beekeepers we need to
be thinking one season ahead, that is planning for winter now – you
can bet your bees are! The queens are producing winter bees that
will carry the colony through the winter, while the worker bees are
evicting the free-loading drones. What should you be doing in the
apiary? You should make sure that your colonies are strong going
into the winter months. Treating for varroa mites is a very important
task; if you haven’t treated yet do not delay! Our speaker for the
October meeting, Paul Dorger, will be discussing IPM (Integrated
Pest Management) and treatment for mites. Paul is an engaging
speaker and very knowledgeable about all aspects of beekeeping.
You should also consider preparing your apiary for the winter. This
may be done by setting up windbreaks and wrapping the hives for
insulation. Placing mouse guards in the entrances of the hives will
keep the mice out and your hives clean. Finally, save the date for
our club’s Christmas Party and officers election, more details will
be in the upcoming Beezette. Please consider helping the club by
volunteering for an officer’s position.
MORROW COUNTY BEEKEEEPERS ASSOCIATION

GREATER DAYTON BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

LOCAL CLUB NEWS

OHIO VALLEY REGION report for OSBA
REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Kelly J. Morse
REPRESENTATIVE: Jim Hopkins

OHIO VALLEY REGION Continued
		

GALLIA COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION
Members and guests of the Gallia
County Beekeepers Association were
again treated to some great and timely
ADAMS COUNTY OHIO BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
presentations on beekeeping. The
As usual meetings are held the third Thursday of each month at
presentation in September talked about
7:00pm at the Bible Baptist Church 9840 State Route 41 West Union. treatment for mites. This photo is shortly
Youth Hive recipients will be presenting for graduation certificates at after a formic acid treatment and is
the upcoming meetings!
somewhat normal for the first 24 hours.
Formic is a very strong acid. You have
Photo by
to be mindful of temperatures, too hot
BROWN COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
Randy Katz
and it could kill you queen or cause an
The Brown County Beekeepers Association
abscond. Formic is the only treatment that
have had a productive Summer and
penetrates the brood cap and kills mites in the cells. It does not
successful Fair this year.
need reapplied on over a period of 21 days.
July Featured Jamie Walters in our first
In October we discussed feeding your bees and winter prep.
ever virtual presentation on “Honeycomb
Those who brought jackets worked the bees.
Management” through the Traveling
As a reminder, club meetings are held the first Monday of the
Speaker program offered by OSBA.
month at6:30 PM at the Fellowship of Faith Church, 20344 State
August members were educated
Route 554,
and entertained by Jim Coss of The
Honey and Bee Connection with his
open Q and A format to suit all skill
OHIO RIVER BEEKEEPERS SOCIETY
levels. In September Jim Hopkins
Information email Misty Spring Akers
set up an educational area at the midway
Jim Hopkins at
of the Wilmington Bible Baptist Family
the Bible Baptist
Days and Rodeo. More than 600 people
Midway
were in attendance, sampled honey and
observed extraction while Lynn Hopkins
assisted Jim in sharing the 61 verses
in the Bible that reference honey and
bees. Gary Keuffer began to cover the
necessary tasks for Fall hive survivability
preparation and we planned for the
“Little State Fair” as the Brown County Fair is Volunteers Mike and
know locally. October continued the focus Tracy McHenry, Tom
on Winter preparation featuring Kevin and
House and Linda
Liz Jones of Happbee Acres.
Rhonemus
Our November meeting will wrap up
the year with our traditional food and
fellowship meeting for which attendees
are encourged to bring a food item
to share and/or an item for our raffle
drawing.
“ An Introduction to Beekeeing”
Happy Fair Goers
programs are scheduled at the following
Enjoying Comb
locations:
Fall Asters, Fountain of Life
Honey
November 5th, 2022, at 10:00 AM, the
for the Bees, by Hanna
Felicity Branch of the Clermont County
Costello,
Library.
November 19th, 2022, at 10:00 AM,
the Sardinia Branch of the Brown County
Library.
Honey Judge
Alex Zomchek
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WESTERN RESERVE report for OSBA

MEDINA BEEKEEPERS

REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Dale Olsen

Hot, humid weather and straggling storms have
kept the bees in the county still swarming. Our
August speaker, Kellie Docherty, from Medina Soil
and Water gave a wonderful presentation on native
plants during our picnic at the Buckeye Woods Park
pavilion. Kellie had handouts to be referred to later asgentle reminders of her presentation.
The Medina Library hive struggled with a pesticide kill and the bees needed immediate attention. Luckily the bees were saved and relocated in
a rehab nuc. Recovery is slow but we hope they Dave Noble’s September
Presentation
will survive. A new colony was installed, and all is
looking well.
Fall nectar flow is slow and it looks like the bees
won’t be enjoying goldenrod nectar for their winter stores in some areas. Other areas are reporting
strong aromas, so time will tell. Knotweed and Asters are starting to bloom now, so the beekeepers
are hopeful. Mite mitigation is still on the schedule
and hopefully everyone will go into winter mitefree.
Medina Library
Dave Noble will speak on getting ready for winter Observation Hive
and Elections/4 Corner Topics are upcoming in October and November.

REPRESENTATIVE: (Open)

Geauga County Beekeepers Association
2023 ELEANOR SPIRKA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION PERIOD IS NOW OPEN
LORAIN COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
LCBA has been keeping busy this summer by
starting with our “Varroa Mite Treatment” members meeting in June. New beekeepers were able
to assist in dribble and vapor oxalic acid treatments. In July, our mascot Beatrice, made an
appearance at the Wellington 4th of July parade on the square and Wellington’s First Friday event. August was busy getting ready for
Alice in Honeyland at
the Lorain County Fair. Our theme was “Alice
the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party
in Honeyland “and the Mad Hatter, who first
appeared in downtown Wellington on August 1, inviting everyone to come and visit
his tea party at the fair. On August 21, he
mysterically made his way to the fairgrounds,
Our amazing Bee Maze, complete
where everyone had a chance to visit his tea
with buzzing bee noises and lights!
party. The fair attendees were able to enjoy
our seller’s booth, 2 observation hives, honey
entries area, photography area, bee maze, the
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, educational booth, and
our information table. Thank you to everyone
who helped make it a great success.
Fairgoers sitting back to watch
Our Memorial Garden is looking great, one of our three trains while their
thanks to all the hard work of Corrie Marquis children play in the Bee Maze.
with John Roses’ assistance. She has renovated the garden into a more practical teaching
area and added lots of flowers, dirt, mulch,
trees, and a bench to sit back and enjoy
watching the bees from the teaching hives
LCBA Sellers Booth
fly in and out all day. Soon we will have the
names of our past beekeepers posted on the
Memorial Light Stands.
We are looking forward to our September
24th “End of Summer Classic” event at the Lorain County Fairgrounds from 10 am to 3:30 pm. Amanda Manamhman
Our guest speakers include Sue Cobey, who will
and Kathy Borling
be speaking on “Selection Methods for the Hon- helping a customer at
our taster’s station
eybee Breeding” and “Instrumental Insemination Techniques,” and Kim Flottom. There will
be welcome tables, educational booths, bee
vendors, craft vendors, food venders, 2 beehive raffles with bees, 1 complete beehive
raffle with 2 deeps, basket raffles, door prizes,
children’s obstacle course, Amish buggy rides
LCBA Bee Maze with our dog
bone train track
and a Car Cruisin, hosted by Frank LaManna.
Mark your calendars now for this special event.
More information can be found at www.loraincountybeekeepers.
org, Hope to see you there!
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Portage County Beekeepers Association
Summit County Beekeepers Association

BUCKEYE HILLS REGION report for OSBA
REGIONAL DIRECTOR: (OPEN)

REPRESENTATIVE: DON CROCK

GUERNSEY NOBLE BEEKEEPERS
September 6th - Tuesday meeting -Picnic at Belle Valley City Park
October 3rd - Honey Show
November 7 - Winter Preparation
December 5th Banquet
Meetings will be held at 6:30 at Mid-East Career Center - Buffalo
Campus
July thru September at Belle Valley City Park
We typically meet the first Monday of the month see Facebook for
the location.
MID-OHIO VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
MOVBA meets on the fourth Tuesday of every
month at 7:00 p.m. May through September
meetings will be held at Tomlinson City Park on
Highland Ave., Williamstown, WV 26187. We do not
meet in December. The meeting place in April and
October is the Lions Club in Boaz, 315 Valley Manor Lane Williamstown, WV 26187.
ATHENS COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION (ACABA)
Meets on the third Thursday of each
month during the “busy bee” season.
Meetings start at 7PM and are located
at the Ohio State Extension Office on
West Union Street

LOCAL CLUBS

CROSSROADS REGION report for OSBA

TOP OF OHIO REGION report for OSBA

REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Lloyd Horst

REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Dwight Wells
REPRESENTATIVE: Dan Braden

REPRESENTATIVE: N/A

Joe Heider

COLUMBIANA MOHONING COUNTY
BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
The Columbiana & Mahoning County Beekeepers’ Association
is a non-profit organization founded in 1984. Our membership
dedicates themselves to the protection and preservation of
honey bees. We work to educate the public about the important
role honey bees play as pollinators and demonstrate the value
to our ecology and economy. We strive to help educate novice
beekeepers in the proper management of colonies as well as
provide instruction to experienced beekeepers regarding new
concepts and practices and provide a forum through which we
can all share our knowledge and experiences.
COSHOCTON COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
We’re going to have another get together at the Wooly Pig Farm
Brewery on Friday 9/2 at 6pm. As usual, this affair will be for
socializing, sharing our bee yard experiences, asking questions
and generally enjoying all things honeybee related in a relaxed,
informal setting. Consider attending even if you aren’t currently
keeping bees but are fascinated with these amazing creatures
like we are! Bring the family and some lawn chairs and look for
our banner staked out in the yard outside the Wooly Pig.
JEFFERSON COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
JCBA meetings are held at the Jefferson County Joint Vocational
School 1509 County Highway 22 A, Bloomingdale, OH 43910.
Meetings take place at 7 PM, usually on the last Monday of the
month, February through October. Please Note: We do not meet
at the JVS during the months of June and July.

STARK COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
Gene McCune, founder of McCune Family Apiaries, spoke on “Marketing Your Honey”. He’s an
experienced honey producer and a wonderful
speaker. SCBA meets the first Tuesday of each
month at
St Timothy’s Episcopal Church, 226 3rd St. SE,
Massillon, OH 44646.

TRI COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
TCBA will be at the Holmes County Fair and
will be at the Wayne and Ashland County
Fairs. Wayne County Sept. 10-15. 2022, Ashland County Sept. 18-24, 2022. TCBA meetings
are held the last Wednesday of each month.

Greater Grand Lakes Beekeepers
Association
mdosohio9866@gmail.com
We meet the 2nd Tuesday of every
month at 7:00 pm in the St. Mary’s Public
Library Community Room.
Miami Valley Beekeepers Association
We promote beekeeping by teaching and mentoring all those
interested in the world of honeybees. We invite anyone interested in learning more about bees and beekeeping to attend our
next meeting or event and join our organization! Membership
only $20/year. Join MVBA Meeting 7:00 p.m. Monday Oct 3,
2022 In-Person (Tipp City Library)
West Central Ohio Beekeepers Association

Here are some of the Bee Clubs in Ohio. We want to thank every
club for their efforts to educate and to provide a meeting place
where Beekeepers can come to meet, learn and teach each
other.
If your club is not represented please send us your logo and
activity information to:.
Newsletter@OhioStateBeekeepers.org

Need a Club Logo?
There’s a great free program at Canva.com, that
has dozens of club logo templates. You pick
one you like and then fill in your images and
lettering. When you are satisfied, download to
your computer as a PNG or JPG. Lastly, send it
to newsletter@ohiostatebeekeepers.org.
It’s super easy!
If you are not a techie and need a lesson, contact Jeannie Saum at
secretary@ohiostatebeekeepers.org,
and she will give you a quick Zoom lesson.
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Puzzles and Fun

Puzzles and Fun
Coloring Picture

Different Types of Honey
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WORD LIST:
ACACIA
ALFALFA
APPLE
AVOCADO
BASSWOOD
BLACKBERRY
BLUEBERRY
BORAGE
BUCKWHEAT
CANOLA
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CLOVER
COCONUT PALM
COTTON
DANDELION
EUCALYPTUS
FIREWEED
FUCHSIA
GOLDENROD
HAWTHORN
HEATHER
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HOLLY
IVY
KNAPWEED
LAVENDER
LEATHERWOOD
LINDEN
MANUKA
MAPLE
MEADOW FLOWER
MELILOT

MESQUITE
REWAREWA
ROSEMARY
SAINFOIN
SUNFLOWER
SWEET CHESTNUT
THISTLE
THYME
TULIP TREE
TUPELO

Did You Know?
Some people in Europe do breathing
treaments with hive air.

Winter Prep

WINTER PREPARATION
WHAT TO DO?
Hives in winter by Nina Bagley

I

t’s time to start preparing our hives for winter and every beekeeper does it a different way, If you are a new beekeeper, you
will have to try different things, and see what works for you.
The issues to think about are:
1.

Is there enough food?

2.

Low mite count.

3.

Ventilation to prevent condensation.

4.

Discourage 4-legged critters from getting in your hives. Insulate or not.

5.

Protection fron wind and weather.

• Put a 2”-3” shim on the hive. This is a 2”3” deep shallow box that adds a space to
feed solid patties or blocks.
• Put a quilt box filled with absorbent material on top of
Hive Quilt with wood
the hive. This
shavings by Jeannie
can be an empty super that
you’e stapled loosely woven material to the bottom and filled with
wood shavings.
• Insulate your hives by wrapping
them in black roofing paper or
black plastic shrink-wrap.

Here are some actions to consider doing to protect your
bees in the the winter months:

• Insulate your hives using rigid foam,
making a box of the foam that fits snuggly around the hive

• Feed, feed, feed 2:1 sugar syrup until
tempereature drops below 54 degrees
F.

Top Feeder

• Cut out 4 pieces of the foam that match the dimension of
your hive stacks.

• Do a mite check and treat if necessary.
Repeat mite check after treatment.

• Use duct tape to connect the rectangles to each other
forming corners. Tape 3 corners,

•
Push bees down
by moving all brood
frames to the bottom box and consolidate honey and pollen frames into one
box on top.
• Remove extra boxes from the top
that the bees haven’t filled.
• Add a mouse guard over the entrance.

Hive wrapped in roofing
paper by Jeannie Saum

• Wrap it snuggly around the hive and then tape the last
corner.
• Cut a piece that fits inside the rim of the telescoping cover
Bottom of Mite
Check Jar Counting mites
byJason Fought

• Insulate with purchased quilted hive blankets
• Or don’t insulate - Bees can stand the cold. But they can’t survive with a high mite load, if they don’t have
food near the cluster, or being wet.

• Put down tack strips,
facing up, on the ground in
front of your hive entrances. (Keeps skunks and other
4-legged critters away.)

• Make a wind break on the west/
north sides of the hives out of
T-posts and tarp, bales of hay, parking a big camper on the west side of
the apiary.

Mouse Guard

• Tilt your hives a little to
the front, soany condensation that
collects on the inside of the lid, runs
to a wall, instead of dripping on the bees,

• Drill an upper entrance hole or prop the tesescoping cover
up just a little, to create a vent for air movement and preventing condensation.

•
Put up electric fence
around your hives if you have
bears in the area.
•

Put on sugar patties, sugar
bricks or candy board to prevent late winter starvation
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ADVERTISERS

Promote
pollinator landscape

(800) 873-3321
sales@ernstseed.com

https://bit.ly/ErnstOSBA

Cree’s
Bees
Apiaries

Queens and
Nucs
614-832-0047
creesbees.com

Chris@creesbees.com

Your Source
for Native
Grass &
Wildflower
Seed Since
1998
866-569-3380
www.opnseed.com
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ADVERTISERS

Bees do have a smell, you know,
and if they don’t they should,
for their feet are dusted with
spices from a million flowers.
Ray Bradbury
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2023 Package Bees
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Check our Website in
December for Dates
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WORD LIST:
ACACIA
ALFALFA
APPLE
AVOCADO
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COCONUT PALM
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DANDELION
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REWAREWA
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BLACKBERRY
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LEATHERWOOD
LINDEN
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MEADOW FLOWER
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SUNFLOWER
SWEET CHESTNUT
THISTLE
THYME
TULIP TREE
TUPELO
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A note from the Vice President
It’s hard to believe that fall is here, the temperatures are dropping and the
leaves are starting to change color. Nature’s way of keeping everything
crisp and clean.
As I write this letter, the OSBA Fall Conference/ Meeting is just a few short
weeks away. This year we are having it in-person for the first time since
the Covid-19 outbreak. We have some outstanding speakers and vendors
lined up and not to mention a great hot lunch. The Business meeting will
consist of a Presidential report along with a Treasurer’s financial report.
When Peggy Garnes was elected President of OSBA, I was asked by her if
I would consider being her Vice President to fill out her remaining Vice
President term. I was very humbled to be asked to fill such a powerful
position, and I ultimately then ran for the position to fill out the next term.
The president and I have had a great working relationship, we did inherit a
few problems with some issues with EIN Numbers with the IRS with the Affiliate Program. These issues have
been rectified and should no longer be an issue. We’ve rebuilt and updated the OSBA website with the
OSBA board members recommendations and approvals to make the site much more user friendly. We’ve
implemented the Affiliate Round Table discussions that we held around the state quarterly to help area
clubs rebuild after Covid and to answer questions and concerns that clubs were
having, we’ve given numerous talks to bee clubs, Fairs, and area festivals around the state. Everything that
I’ve been involved in with OSBA has beena great honor and privilege to have been a strong part of.
But with all good things, my time has come to a closing. Even though it’s been an honor to be your Vice
President, I will not be running for a second re-election. I want to spend more time with my own bees, enjoy my grandkids with baseball, football, soccer and even a few dance recitals. To be honest it’s always good
to bring in some fresh ideas to better the organization. I’m proud of what I’ve accomplished as your OSBA
Vice President. I’ve met a lot of great people and made a lot of new friends. I will still and always continue to
support OSBA and its members.
Thank you,
Stay safe and enjoy the bee yard,
Tom Rathbun
OSBA Vice President

2023
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Honey Judging Fall Conference

Honey Judging Fall Conference 2022
Rules
• Open to Current OSBA Members
• Entries must be pre-registered by October 24, 2022
• Exhibitor may have one entry per clas ; no two entries in any class are to be from the same
family or apiary.
• All entries must be in place the day of the event by 9:00 am and remain in place until after
the closing session.
• Honey & products must be produced by exhibitors within the past year (from fall conference to fall
conference).
• All entries must follow the rules for the class entered.
• Entries must be picked up after the closing session. Any entry not picked up at end of the event
will be the property of OSBA and may be discarded.
• Entries must NOT have the exhibitor’s name and/or address on entry.
• Decisions made by the judges are final.
Classes: (All entries must have standard packaging, including lids)
Extracted Honey
• Light Class: water white, extra white, white
• Medium Class: extra light amber, light amber
• Dark Class: amber, dark amber
Three (3) 1lb. glass Queenline or Gamber Glass Jars only.
Entries for Extracted Honey to be placed in class by exhibitor
Cut Comb Honey
• Three 16 oz. cut comb sections in leakproof clear plastic boxes.
Creamed Honey:
• Plain or Flavored. Three 8 oz. or 12 oz. glass jars of the same flavor.
Wax:
• One piece, block, not less than 1lb. not more than 2lb. (Not a candle)
Honey Cookies:
• Six (6) cookies on a disposable plate with the recipe attached, sealed with clear plastic. Honey is
used as the only sweetener. No frosting, or glazing.
Prizes
1 st      Ribbon and $20.00 (One award for each category)
2 nd     Ribbon and $10.00 (One award for each category)
Best of show:  Rosette and $25.00
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OSBA MEDIA KIT AND RATE CARD
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OSBA MEDIA KIT AND RATE CARD
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ELEVATE YOUR QUEEN GAME WITH OHB SASKATRAZ ™

THE SASKATRAZ™ PROGRAM WAS
ESTABLISHED WITH DIVERSE GENETICS TO
ENRICH SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC TRAITS
SUCH AS:
• Honey Production • Tolerance to Varroa Mites
• Overwintering • Gentle Temperament
• Economic Sustainability

A healthy planet starts with healthy bees.

ORDER SUMMER QUEENS NOW!
OHBEESHQ

OLIVAREZ HONEY BEES, SASKATRAZ™

CALIFORNIA/HAWAII
530. 865. 0298

TOLL FREE
877. 865. 0298

OHBEES.COM

A bee is an exquisite chemist.
Royal Beekeeper to Charles II
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Absentee Ballot

OSBA Board Member Nominees

Vote for one candidate in each catagory or write-in candidate.

OSBA members may only vote once. Absentee ballots must be postmarked by Tuesday, October 25th
to be accepted. Mail your ballot to: Laurie Kehres, 4662 State Route 181, Crestline, OH 44827
(MUST HAVE YOUR RETURN ADDRESS ON THE ENVELOPE)

OSBA Vice~President
Write-In First Name

Last Name

Home City/Bee Club

OSBA Treasurer
Kyle Kovacs
Write-In First Name

Last Name

Home City/Bee Club

OSBA Director of Erie Basin
Chris Earnhardt
Write-In First Name
Last Name

Home City/Bee Club

OSBA Director of Maumee Valley
Roger Myers
Write-In First Name
Last Name

Home City/Bee Club

OSBA Director of Top of Ohio
Dan Braden
Write-In First Name
Last Name

Home City/Bee Club

OSBA Director of Heart of Ohio
Will Merrill
Write-In First Name
Last Name

Home City/Bee Club

OSBA Director of Ohio Valley
Kelly Morse
Write-In First Name
Last Name

Home City/Bee Club

OSBA Director of Buckeye Hills
Write-In First Name
Last Name

Home City/Bee Club

Write-in candidates are permitted under the following guidelines:
*The name on the write-in ballot section must be spelled correctly using the first and last name.
*The home address or name of home club or home city of the write-in candidate must be used to
avoid any like named persons.
*The candidate must be an OSBA member in good standing.

PACKAGE BEES
HEALTHY

PRODUCTIVE STRONG

HIGH QUALITY

Look no further than Mann Lake for high quality Saskatraz packages and queens to
start the season off right! Italian and Carniolan are also available. Our bee supplier, OHB,
consistently produces strong and healthy bees year after year to ensure you’re getting
productive packages with gentle queens.
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We work with OHB, the exclusive breeder of Saskatraz bees, to offer
Saskatraz queens and packages to our customers.

PRE-ORDERS STARTING SOON

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION!
800-880-7694

www.mannlakeltd.com
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Hackensack, MN • Wilkes-Barre, PA • Woodland, CA • Marshall, TX
Winter
Haven,
FL
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*Nationwide shipping is limited to the lower 48 states within the U.S.

