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The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and 
not necessarily the Newsletter or the associations. We are always open to 
submissions. Consider advertising in The Official Newsletter of the Ohio 
State Beekeepers Association. This is a great way to reach avid beekeepers, 
gardeners, enthusiasts and individuals interested in sustainability.

This Newsletter is published by Ohio State Beekeepers Association, a non 
profit organization. Ohio State Beekeepers Association neither endorses 
nor accepts any responsibility for the content of the advertisements 
featured in the newsletter.
Published 2023
All rights reserved

MEMBERSHIPS

Annual Student 2022 $15
Annual Senior 2022  $15
Annual Individual 2022 $20
Annual Family 2022 $25
Lifetime   $200

To join or renew your membership 
visit us online at:
Ohiostatebeekeepers.org/join-us/
  
To join or renew by mail, download 
the printable form, fill it out and mail it 
to us with your payment.

Send a check made out to:
Ohio State Beekeepers Association
Treasurer
8118 Lilium Way
Plain City, OH 43064

Memberships available now- If you 
like this publication, please share it, 
recommend it, gift it OSBA needs 
reader support.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook.com/OhioStateBeekeepers

The Ohio State Beekeepers Association serves beekeepers in Ohio and is associated with other  
organizations who have an interest in beekeeping. 

Icicles on hives by Christie Woida, FCBA

Time to renew your dues 
for 2023. It’s easy to do 

online!

http://Ohiostatebeekeepers.org/join-us/
https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/2020-Revised-OSBA-Connecting-Beekeepers-Brochure-1.pdf
https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/2020-Revised-OSBA-Connecting-Beekeepers-Brochure-1.pdf
http://Facebook.com/OhioStateBeekeepers  
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
BY PEGGY GARNES

OSBA President Corner

I would like to congratulate and welcome   the new OSBA Treasurer, Kyle 
Kovacs, and the new Directors: Maumee Valley-Roger Myers, Erie Basin: Chris 
Earnhart; Top of Ohio-Dan Braden; Heart of Ohio-Will Merrill; and Ohio Valley 
returning Director- Kelly Morse.  OSBA is looking forward to a very productive 
year with new, energetic blood. Thank you to the parting Directors: Jamie 
Walters, Linda Miller, Dwight Wells, and Nina Bagley for jobs well done.  The 
accomplishments these Directors have made will leave solid groundwork for 
the incoming new folks
A huge debt of gratitude goes out  to Rod Pritchard, outgoing Treasurer, for 
all his patience and diligent work on straightening out the financial records 
and keeping all the Board within the budget.
As I say goodbye to Vice President, Tom Rathbun, I have to say he has been 
a right hand and a calming force in my time as President and I will miss him.  
During our weekly Monday morning calls Tom has always brought to my at-
tention any issues or complaints, handled all the challenges with the Affiliate 
program with proper protocol, and did an outstanding job as Conference 
Coordinator.  He has left some big shoes to fill – I’m hoping someone will 
step forward to volunteer for his position that remains open at this time. 
Thank you, Tom.
Looking back at the end of my third year as President, I feel that OSBA has 
completed another year of service to the Ohio beekeepers, the public, and 
the clubs in our great state.  At the planning meeting in December, we laid 
out our plans for the next year and explored ways to move more informa-
tion along, We planned the 2023 budget to continue to be the responsible 
fiduciary agents that we have been elected to be.     

“The fat bees were nestled all snug in their hive, while 
visions of pollen and nectar danced in their heads.
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Although most of the physical part of managing colonies 
in Ohio is finished, beekeepers should be checking their 
notes and planning for next year. The number one priority 

on your list should be to 
learn more about beekeeping 
this winter so you are better 
prepared and knowledgeable 
for the following seasons. 
Depend upon peer reviewed 
books, university and 
USDA websites and the two 
beekeeping magazines, Bee 
Culture Magazine (https://

www.beeculture.com)  and American Bee Journal 
(https://americanbeejournal.com/) for reliable and 
accurate sources of information.  If you plan to order 
queens or nucs contact local ODA certified producers 
before the they are sold out.

This is also a good time to reflect upon problems 
encountered this year and determine how to improve 
beekeeping practices.  Was the varroa mite level kept 
below 3 mites per 100 bees?  Were you able to maintain 
space for egg laying and honey storage to avoid lulls in 
brood production?  Was swarming controlled?  Did you 
have time to work the yards when the bees needed to 
be managed or only when your hectic schedule allowed?  
Were queen and nuc production results as successful 
as anticipated?  Did the yard(s) have enough forage to 
support the number of honey bee colonies or were some 
weakened and needing to be fed from August onward?

This past spring was yet another cold, wet one that 
thwarted the bees’ ability to forage.  Flowering was 
delayed because of cold temperatures and the bees could 
not leave the colony to forage, resulting in a reduced 
colony population in early spring, as the winter bees 
died.  A warm period in March prompted an increase 
in egg production, only to be followed with more cold 
temperatures, preventing the bees from being able to 
feed the larvae. Emerging workers were recruited to 
become foragers, leaving an inadequate number of 

nurse bees to care for the larvae.  This slow start badly 
hindered the colonies’ ability to expand.  Beekeepers 
who made “hard splits” leaving very few nurse bees 
and only a few frames of capped brood per colony, did 
not have enough nurse bees to feed developing larvae. 
If the larvae were not fed enough “food”, either because 
nectar wasn’t available, or the colony didn’t have 
enough nurse bees to care for them, those underfed 
larvae either died or emerged weakened and unable to 
nourish the next generation of larvae. Colonies were 
going backwards instead of forwards in population and 
often perished or were combined with another colony.  

Symptoms of European foulbrood (EFB) as well as 
similar problems continued to appear all season. 
Other states have reported an increase in cases of 
EFB as well as difficulty 
controlling it compared 
to 15-20 past years 
ago.  Symptoms of EFB, 
parasitic mite syndrome 
(PMS), starvation, and 
viruses can look very 
similar and will vary 
depending upon the 
genetics and condition 
of the bees, which is why 
it is important to obtain 
advice from the County 
or State Apiarist and 
experienced beekeepers.  

You can collect and send samples of diseased brood to 
the USDA Honey Bee Lab in Beltsville, MD ( https://
www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/
beltsville-agricultural-research-center/bee-research-
laboratory/ ). Make sure to obtain “fresh” samples 
and follow the recommendations on their website to 
obtain and mail the best sample to receive accurate 
results.  Remember that although YouTube videos and 
other social media may provide “quick” answers, they 
are not vested in you or your colonies and may have 

Planning for a More Successful 
Beekeeping Season    by Barbara Bloetscher

State Apiarist/Entomologist

Oxalic Acid Vaporization
by Jason Fought, FCBA

Hive inspections
303Beekeeping

ttps://americanbeejournal.com/) 
( https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center
( https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center
( https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center
( https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center
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colonies in completely different circumstances than the 
area where your colonies are kept.

Points to adhere to in future seasons include:
• Keep mite levels low all season. Once the mites 

have damaged the brood and introduced multiple 
viruses, the colony declines and expends energy 
on recovering instead of growing. The Honey Bee 
Health Coalition has an excellent free guide listing 
the best varroa mite 
management (chemical 
and non-chemical) 
per season. The newly 
updated version can be 
found at: 

        https://
honeybeehealthcoalition.
o r g / r e s o u r c e s / v a r r o a -
management/
• Rotate miticide control 

products per season and 
follow label directions!

• Provide splits with 
generous amounts of 
young bees and frames of brood.

• Feed bees 1:1 sugar syrup in the spring to stimulate 
egg production.  Also feed if larvae are in dry cells 
and/or if foundation needs to be drawn.

• Provide small amounts of pollen substitute 
continuously if needed (don’t stop when they 
consume it all, but don’t leave so much that small 
hive beetles become a spring pest);

• Keep colonies in full sun on platforms off the ground;
• Know the source 
of queens if they 
are purchased. 
Make sure that the 
supplier has a current 
Certificate of Health 
no matter what state 
(or county, if they are 
from Ohio) the bees 
were produced in. 
Being active in a club 

does not necessarily qualify a person as being a good 
queen/nuc producer.

• Send samples of sick brood or bees to Beltsville Bee 
Lab and/ or contact the county or state apiarist.
* Beltsville Bee Lab  (see above)
* ODA Apiary Section:  https://agri.ohio.gov/

Finding the cluster using a Flir
by Bryce Waters,, FCBA 

divisions/plant-health/apiary-program 
• Monitor your colonies at least monthly and act 

quickly if a problem is found.
• For questions about bee disease, please contact 

your County Apiary Inspector or me at the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture.  We are “in this 
together” to help improve and promote the Ohio 
Beekeeping Industry.

Please note that I will be conducting the USDA Honey 
bee Health Survey in 2023 which tests for virus, 
varroa mite levels and Nosema.  Any apiary with 10 
or more colonies is eligible for this free project.  If 
you are interested in having one of your yards tested, 
please contact me.  Thank you!~

Barbara Bloetscher
State Apiarist/Entomologist
Ohio Department of Agriculture
ODA Apiary website: 
614-572-5822
BBloetscher@agri.ohio.gov

Winter emergency feed 
by Jason Fought FCBA

Sugar bricks for winter feed
by Bryce Waters, FCBA

https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/resources/varroa-management/ 
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/resources/varroa-management/ 
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/resources/varroa-management/ 
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/resources/varroa-management/ 
http://BBloetscher@agri.ohio.gov 
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TELLING THE BEES
SONNY WARD,  A FRIEND TO BEEKEEPERS

NOV. 7, 1972 - NOV. 1, 2022

Sonny Ward was one of those people who lived the life 
many beekeepers only experience in their daydreams. 

Facing the challenges of failing health, doctors told Sonny 
in 2013 he could no longer safely navigate the high-rise 

scaffolds that had been a part of his job as an iron worker 
for 10 years. Instead of hitting pause after the doctor’s edict, 
Sonny saw opportunity. “We had five acres and Sonny had 
along talked of starting a business, something with a green-
house, orchard, garden, chickens and bees,” said Melanie, 
Sonny’s wife of 17 years. “But more than anything, he wanted 
to be home,” she said. “He realized he had missed so much of 
his children’s childhood by always traveling from job to job, 
from state to state.” 

Melanie said she won’t forget accompanying her hus-
band to a course on how to create a business plan, nor 

will she forget the year. “It was 2014,” she recalls, the same 
year Sonny underwent a pancreas transplant to forestall 
some of the more severe symptoms of his diabetes. Balan-
cing a health crisis while at the same time launching a new 
career was certainly a challenge, but Sonny was already 
looking past his recovery to bring the family business plan 
to fruition. The beekeeping portion of the business venture 
grew quickly and in many ways overshadowed other busi-
ness components. Two hives soon became 20, he used his 
daughters’ middle names – Mae and Isabel – to come up 
with the company name, Mae-Bel Apiary, and the truck farm 
enterprise was now mainly revolving around bees. “He loved 
bees and being outdoors,” said Melanie. Sonny and daughter 
Cloey, age 13 at the time, took a beekeeping class together 
and spent much of their time together in the bee yard. “Our 
second daughter, Carly, gave it a try, but didn’t have the 
same level of tolerance as Cloey, particularly when she got 
stung,” mused Melanie.

Catching swarms, doing cutouts, mentoring other 
beekeepers and raising queens kept Sonny busy 

and he was respected for the time and advice he gave 
other beekeepers. “Anytime someone would call with a 
beekeeping problem he would stop what he was doing and 
help. Several times he drove to Hardin County to help some 
of the Amish beekeepers and when he arrived there would 
be yet a larger group gathering around to learn from Sonny. 

He always had queens on hand and if someone did-
n’t have the money he just gave it to them,” she said.  

Sonny established a reputation with the Ohio Sta-
te Beekeeping Association as a role model, parti-

cularly for those just starting out with bees. He was 
an OSBA district representative for many years and 
utilized OSBA grants to help establish beekeeping li-
braries in many schools and beekeeping clubs in his 
area of the state. He was a judge for 4-H beekeeping 
projects at the Ohio State Fair and instrumental in 
starting a beekeeping club in Wyandot County. He 
also had served as a state apiary inspector for Har-
din, Richland, Miami and Morrow counties.   

On Nov. 1, at the age of 49, Sonny passed away 
due to complications related to his transplant. 

He remained engaged in beekeeping long into 
his illness with the help of his family. Melanie says 
the bees have not been a priority of late, and she 
finds it hard to go into the barn where Sonny sto-
red beekeeping and woodworking equipment and 
spent much of his time. “We have a friend who’s 
going to come over and check through the hives,” 
she said. “We’ll see how many are living and go from 
there.”  
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The frozen apiary
by Christie Woida

 Many colonies of bees have already starved to 
death and we are just waiting for the pronouncement, 
and the following death certificate, which will come 
sometime next spring in the form of an early inspection 
or some statistic.  
Starvation started in many colonies this year in late 
summer, all the indications were there just waiting for 
the identification or reveal, which seldom comes until 
it’s too late.  Experienced beekeepers saw this in real 
time and acted to mitigate damage, while the novice is 
not aware yet! 
What were the indications colonies may be in for a 
disappointing outcome?  This year it started turning 
colder than normal with excess amounts of rain in 
September; rain and cold are not conducive to honey 
production.  Even if the bloom is good, cold and 
moisture prevents free movement of the bees, and 
rain dilutes or completely washes away nectar from 
the bloom.  Translation: goldenrod and asters, the last 
hurrah of the season produced nothing for the bees at 
the end of this season, at least here in northern Ohio.  
Honey production will be down in these areas this year, 
and beekeepers may have taken off too much honey, too 
early.         

This brings me to the 
point of this article 
- beekeepers usually 
announce their colony 
is winter ready when the 
last bloom disappears.  
When, in fact, this 
pronouncement should 
not be made until the last 
available opportunity 
to open a colony and 
change provisions 

is past, and tilt a predetermined, eventual negative 
outcome into a positive one.  The real beekeeping 
season is not over until December 1st, when we see the 
first snow fly, but rather when the last honey flow is in 
(progress), and this is usually the month of September 
when it is still very warm and beautiful.   At this point 

many opportunities present themselves to turn almost 
anything around.    
 When the last drop of nectar enters the mouth of 
a colony, some races of honey bees continue to produce 
brood as if there was no tomorrow; some of necessity, 
some genetics, and as a result, many of these colonies 
will continue to consume just as much honey as if 
winter is a distant memory instead of a future event.  
Some colonies produce excess brood all the way up to 
and after snow falls, some enter winter with very large 
clusters, all of which eat and eat and eat with nothing 
coming in to replace a diminishing winter store - all of 
this occurring long before the first snowflake, sometime 
months before; all the while resources are dwindling!  
When January rolls around and 1- to 2-pounds of 
dead bees litter the snow around and in the colony, 
blocking the entrance with death.  But not until each 
bee has eaten its 
share of honey.  
P o t e n t i a l l y 
setting the 
colony up for 
a shortage of 
resources next 
spring.  At some 
point colony 
resources reach 
a point where colony reproduction and survival may 
come into conflict - Do we conserve honey to survive or 
do we produce brood to survive? These are not decisions 
colonies make well even without the stress of winter.   
Generally, colonies with fewer than 3 frames of honey 
do not produce excess brood to grow the population, 
and as a result develop at a stunted rate until honey flow 
or feeding occurs.  Conservation of resources may be 
necessary depending on the time of year, spring is not 
such a time.  Is there something that could be done to 
eliminate excess aged out honey bee populations prior to 
winter and before eating their weight in the gold stuff?  
One old school method of reducing colony population 
was to move a colony midday, on a nice day.  The 
effectiveness of this can be buffered by nectar flow, verses 
none, time of day, rain, etc., and is not recommended for 
colonies and all situations, but will work if the shoe fits.    
Beekeepers generally base the future results on the past 
experience instead of the worst case scenario when it 
comes to winter.  For example, the last several winters 
have been reasonably mild, but this winter’s projection 
is for below normal temps for all of Ohio and above 

Starvation
     by Denzil St.Clair
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Wrapped hive
by Jeannie Saum, FCBA

normal precipitation for the lower half of Ohio and this 
Starvation, cont.

does not take into consideration the length of winter, which has been ongoing since 
mid-September.  The above prognostication in conjunction with an already very 
early start, to even a normal winter, spells disaster for all beekeepers whose plan is 
to keep bees as before.  No two colonies are the same!  No two races are the same!  
No two winters are the same!  No two beekeepers are the same!  No two colonies 
pollen/honey resources are the same! etc.  
I am aware of the debate surrounding insulation, but debate withstanding, it is proven 
cold bees consume more resources than do warmer bees.  How much difference 
does insulation make in colony temperatures, 7 to 10 degrees max?  This is nothing 
unless it is averaged out, cumulatively over the entire winter, and then it becomes 
substantial.  It allows for a more even colony temperature throughout, larger brood 
space during spring build up, less honey consumption, less condensation, greater 
ability to move about the colony/box.  The debate should center around: is this 
necessary? AND IT CAN BE!  But now my answer becomes less a matter of fact and 
starts with depends?   It should be a must for the following: New beekeeper, weak colony, nuc, colonies with less 
than ideal resources, and any questionable colony!  
The one size fits all in beekeeping has destroyed many a new beekeeper and many a colony of bees.   Let’s face it, 
winter has always been the most stressing and difficult time in beekeeping and I’m not just speaking of the honey 
bee.  We may all look the same in a bee suit but that is where the similarities end! 

  Mr. Russel Lamp was the September speaker for the Maumee Valley 
Beekeepers.. Mr. Lamp has been involved with bees and insects for 
over 50 years.  He has a degree in entomology from The Ohio State 
University. Mr. Lamp is a certified venom collector, collecting wasps 
and hornets to use for immunotherapy treatments. He became 
involved in immunotherapy when his wife developed Multiple 
Sclerosis. 
Mrs. Lamp built up her stings to 30 every few days  This treatment 
not only helped to lessen her Multiple Sclerosis symptoms, but also 
nearly eliminated her arthritis symptoms.  Russell is one of only 
about 100 people across the United States that collects wasps and 
hornets for venom therapy. 

Interesting facts from his presentation 

Hornets will lay approximately 200 queens per season.  In a normal 
season, approximately 1% of those queens will survive through 
the winter and begin two new colonies in the spring.  Generally, 
European Hornets live near the Cleveland area.  Asian Hornets 
survive in hills and niches.  There are several species of Hornets; the 
most common in our area is the Bald Faced Hornet.  The outside of 
a hornet’s nest is made of paper, which is designed to shed water.  
The hornet makes the nest from pieces of wood found around the 
area.  Yellow jacket queens will lay up to 500 queens per year, if 1% 
survive through the winter, there will be 5 more colonies of yellow 
jackets in the spring. 

The caste system in hornets and yellow jackets is the same as bees.  
There is one queen, drones to mate the queen and workers.  Males 
or drones do not have stingers, just like bees.  If you have each of 
these lined up, you can see that the male has long antenna, female 
has shorter antenna. The largest wasp in our area is the cicada killer, 
which does not kill the cicada, but paralyzes it, so that it can eat a 
live insect. Hornets and wasps have very straight stingers different 
from honey bees, which have a barb on the end. Hornets and wasps 
can sting you repeatedly, while a honey bee can only sting you 
once and it dies. 

When Mr. Lamp collects nests, he collects them at night, uses 
carbon dioxide to sedate the hive and then he can remove the nest.  
Wasps and hornets are like bees; they react to noise and vibrations, 
and are very sensitive to shadows.  

The number ONE most common pesticide used worldwide is soap.  
The number TWO most common pesticide used worldwide is 
nicotine; liquid, Nicotine is a deadly insecticide.  DDT was one of the 
most effective insecticides created.  It helped us win World War II.  
Soldiers were soaked with it.  Unfortunately, DDT caused birds to lay 
soft shells, which would then break in the nest.  

LD-50 is a lethal dose determined for its effect on humans.  Honey 
bees have a very high LD-50 which is why many people develop 
allergies.

An Evening with 
Mr. Russel Lamp

by Roger Myers
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Not-so- “Inert- Ingredients” 
Can Be Toxic to Honey Bees
Brandon Shannon (Shannon.325@OSU.edu) | Reed Johnson (Johnson.5005@
OSU.edu)

Honey bees are essential to the production of bee-pollinated crops, especially 
almonds in California, where over 85% of the managed honey bees kept in the US were 
transported to satisfy the pollination needs of this crop (Figure 1). A 2021 survey found 
that 19% of beekeepers providing bees for almond pollination observed lethal effects 
and 56% observed sublethal effects in their colonies that they blamed on pesticide 

exposure. 

Pesticide applications sprayed during almond bloom may contain multiple products comb
ined into a “tank mix” and can include one or more of fungicides, insecticides, and/or spray adjuvants. Spray 
adjuvants are intended to improve pesticide performance by providing functions that can include pH balance, 
anti-foaming, drift reduction, and surfactants, which increase pesticide spreading or penetration.

There are laws intended to mitigate the impacts of pesticides to bees. However, the testing required by these laws 
is generally performed only on individual pesticides rather than product combinations. None of the pesticides 
that are applied to almonds during bloom contain warnings on the label that indicate toxicity to honey bees. In 
contrast to traditional pesticides, adjuvants are made from “inert ingredients,” and do not undergo the same testing 

and regulation. 

Figure 1. Honey bee 
colonies pollinating 
almonds near Davis, 
California (photo 
credit: Reed Johnson)

Previous studies have shown that some mixtures of insecticides and fungicides have toxicity to honey bees. We 
wanted to perform a study to determine if spray adjuvants could be toxic to honey bees when applied alone or 
when applied in pesticide tank mixes. To do this, we treated 3-day old adult worker bees with tank mixtures using 
a Potter Spray Tower, which simulates field-relevant pesticide sprays (Figure 2). We tested 12 different adjuvants, 
four different fungicides, two different insecticides, and combinations of individual adjuvants with individual 
pesticides. 
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The results of the second study showed that 10 of the 16 
tested principal functioning agents are toxic to honey 
bees at field-relevant concentrations when applied 
alone. The principal functioning agents showing 
toxicity were in the ethoxylate, organic polymer, and 
organo-silicone chemical groups (Figure 3). 
Because spray adjuvants often contain multiple principal 
functioning agents at proprietary concentrations, more 
work is needed to connect formulated adjuvants to the 
toxicity observed with specific principal functioning 
agents.

Based on this research, we would recommend that 
pesticide applicators should only use adjuvants when 
they are absolutely necessary and, if a spray adjuvant 
is required, only use these products at the lowest rate 
possible.  And, as with all pesticides, they should only 
be applied in the evening when bees are not actively 
foraging. The Almond Board of California already 
recommends against any adjuvant use during almond 
bloom. Beekeepers should talk with their pollination 
clients about the pest management in the crops they 
are pollinating, particularly regarding the components 
of the tank mixtures and the times of day in which 
they will be applied. Communication can improve 
willingness to cooperate and trust, which will reduce 
pesticide risk for beekeepers and maintain high levels 
of crop pollination for farmers. 

Our results showed that five of the twelve tested spray 
adjuvants caused bee death at concentrations near the 
field application rates when applied alone. Adjuvant-
pesticide combinations with the adjuvants 

Figure 2. Methods for Potter Spray Tower treatment of honey bees

Kinetic, Induce, Surf 90, and LI-700 were found to be 
more toxic than equivalent applications of adjuvant or 
pesticide alone. On the other hand, adjuvant-pesticide 
combinations including the adjuvants Cohere, Dyne-
Amic, and LI-700, were found to be less toxic than the 
adjuvant alone.  
One of the main barriers to understanding the toxicity of 
adjuvants to bees is that the exact identity and relative 
proportions of each specific principal functioning agent, 
the “inert ingredients” that make up spray adjuvants, is 
considered proprietary information and is generally 
not listed on the label. Because of this, we performed a 
follow-up study to determine the toxicity of individual 
components found in spray adjuvants. We used the 
same methods as the first study using the Potter Spray 
Tower, testing 16 different principal functioning agents, 
classified into five different chemical groups.
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ALLERGIES
Don’t have to be scary!

BEEpothecary Propolis Oils, Throat & Nasal Sprays, 
BEE Rescue Cream and BEE Elevated CBD+Propolis Oils.
bee propolis protects the bees against harmful bacteria, viruses, 
molds, and fungi. it works for us in the same way. 

Amplify your self-care and boost your defenses!  
highest percentage of bee propolis in our skincare products.  
specially formulated for skin that needs some tlc to return 
it to its natural condition. 

Don’t Underestimate What Propolis Can Do!  

BEEpothecary.US
harvesting health from the hive
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Many commercial beekeepers transport their bees to 
California for almond season. Now that blueberries are 
creeping their way into Ohio, hobbyists and sideliners 
have a chance to offer pollination services to local farms. 
When you think of fresh blueberries, you most likely 
think of varieties that hail from Michigan, Oregon, or 
Maine. That’s because these bushes flourish in wetland 
ecosystems and prefer acidic soil to the dense clay that’s 
found in Ohio.

But, lucky for us, blueberry fields are steadily increasing 
in Ohio. That not only means tastier cobbler, but also 
more pollination opportunities. Need a crash course on 
how offering pollination services benefits both your bees 
and the farmer? Read the three reasons below and use 
the information to position yourself as a vital partner to 
a local farm.

1. Blueberries Must Be Pollinated by Insects
Sometimes pollination services are “nice to have,” but 
for blueberry bushes, they’re a “must have.” Here’s a 
snapshot into blueberry pollination:
 

• Blueberry pollen can’t move on its own. If you 
consider the shape of a blueberry flower (it’s bell-
like), you’ll quickly understand how rare it is for 
pollen to consistently fall on its own. But even if 
pollen does drop, it’s heavy and sticky, meaning 
the wind struggles to move it.

• The majority of seeds must be fertilized for 
growth. There are dozens of seeds inside each 
blueberry, and the majority of them must be 
fertilized in order for normal fruit to develop. 

• Hosting honey bees ensures pollination. 
While honey bees may not be the most efficient 
pollinator for blueberry bushes (native bees are 2.3 
times more efficient), they are the most reliable. 
According to George Hoffman, Ph.D., of Oregon 
State University, pollination occurs 66% of the 
time a honey bee lands on a blueberry cluster.

2. Blueberry Fields Can Host A LOT of Bees
With the decline of native bee populations, it’s a gamble 
for farmers to rely only on native species for consistent 
pollination. That’s why smart farmers partner with 

beekeepers. And, fortunately, blueberry fields can host 
a lot of bees. Obviously, a small number of beehives on 
a farm will result in better pollination and a higher yield 
than none at all. But you also want to consider the other 
end of the spectrum: too many bees in a condensed area 
means there’s not enough forage to go around. 

If you want to be exact when calculating the right 
number of hives to move onto a blueberry farm, here’s 
University of Maine’s rule of thumb:  

• In small, isolated fields, surrounded by woods, use 
two hives per acre, as most of the bees’ activities 
will be limited to the blueberry field.

• In small blueberry fields surrounded with fields 
containing competing flowering species, use two 
to three hives per acre.

• In large fields as on the blueberry barrens, use 
three to five hives per acre.

• 

Note: It’s best practice to ask the farmer about their 
pesticide use. It’s important that pesticides are not 
sprayed mid-day while bees are flying. At best, pesticides 
disorient the bees and they can’t find their way back to 
the hive. At worst, the bees die and cause a weakened 
hive.

3. Blueberry Season Alleviates Dearth Periods
Did you know that, like apples, there are different kinds 
of blueberries? And while most people consider June 
as blueberry season, it actually extends from spring 
to early fall. Here’s where offering pollination services 
benefits you and your bees: you’ll help alleviate two 
dearth periods, early spring and late summer. 

Specifically, Mike Newton, owner of The Newton Family 
Farms, grows eight varieties – or cultivars – on his fields 
in Georgetown, Ohio. They grow at different times 
during the year: the blooms start in April and extend all 

The Benefit of Partnering 
with Blueberry Farmers
By Kate Super

https://extension.umaine.edu/blueberries/629-honey-bees-and-blueberry-pollination/#:~:text=Because%20of%20the%20year%20to,for%20adequate%20levels%20of%20pollination.
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the way into August. “It was important to grow different 
varieties,” he explains. “At first it was trial and error – 
which varieties were most successful in Southwestern 
Ohio, which tasted sweet versus sour, which were best 
for baking. Now that I have 9,000 blueberry bushes in 
the ground, it’s time to ensure that they yield the best 
crop possible.”

Ready to begin a partnership with blueberry farmers? 
Take the next few months to research local farms in 
your area and draft an agreement. By the time spring 
rolls around, you’ll be ready to move your bees to their 
land to begin the pollination process! Bee on blueberry

        IPMimages.org

A huge thank you to  the parting Directors: Jamie Walters, Linda 
Miller, Dwight  Wells, and Nina Bagley for jobs well done!  The 
accomplishments these Directors have made left solid groundwork 
for the incoming new folks

OSBA Treasurer, Kyle Kovacs 

W
E
L
C
O
M
E

NEW Directors 

Maumee Valley: Roger Myers

Erie Basin: Chris Earnhart

Top of Ohio: Dan Braden

Heart of Ohio: Will Merrill

 Returning, Ohio Valley: Kelly Morse

LOOKING 
FORWARD TO A 
GREAT 2023!
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OSBA Traveling Speaker Program 

• This program is an easy way to schedule a presentation 
for your club! We offer six different topics and for just 
$45.00 for OSBA Affiliates and $60.00 for non-affiliates, A 
speaker will either provide a Zoom presentation or come 
in person if they can. Topics are:

• Marketing your Honey

• Honeycomb Management

• Chemical Treatments for Varroa Control 

• Successful Overwintering 

• Monitoring for Sustainability 

• Sustainable Beekeeping: Using Nucs in the Apiary 

• Sustainable Beekeeping: Queen Rearing for the Hobby-
ist Beekeeper

Send your club/association’s name and meeting date/
time; the requested presentation(s); and your contact 
person(s) name, phone, email address to:

get-a-traveling-speaker@ohiostatebeekeepers.org 

OSBA volunteers - working for You!
These are tasks that the OSBA board and committee 
members have been working on for Ohio Beekeepers:

• Traveling Speaker Program 

• Ongoing improvements to the new website – it’s 
fast! 

• Affiliate websites uploaded to new OSBA Site 

• Beginner Internship - monthly support for new  
beekeepers 

• Marketing your Honey Presentation 

• Start-up assistance for new bee clubs 
• 
• Planning for 2023

• Election of new Officers and Directors

mailto:get-a-traveling-speaker@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
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OSBA New Beekeeper Outreach:
The education of beekeepers is critical to their success 
and that of the bees they tend.

This program provides a one year complimentary mem-
bership to students not previously enrolled as members 
in OSBA. Benefits of the membership include access to 
the Beginner Internship monthly recordings designed to 
walk the beekeeper through an entire year’s worth of ac-
tivities, educational webinar recordings, Newsletters and 
more. 
The first shipments for the 2023 season’s classes will begin 
shipping after January 1, 2023 and we are in the process 
of gathering the class information for those clubs wishing 
to recieve pens, brochures, Honeybee Health Coalition’s 
Varroa Management guides and brochures including Best 
Management Practices. 
Clubs wanting to be sent these materials and enroll their 
novice students may email newbeekeeperoutreach@
ohiostatebeekeepers.org or contact their regional OSBA 
Director or Representative. Please include the date(s), time 
location, number of expected students, contact person(s) 
and cost. We will post your classes on the OSBA master 
calendar. Please allow 2 weeks for processing

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 

• 501(c)(3) Non-profit status through the OSBA 
group exemption 

• Access to discounted club insurance – Liability 
and Director/Officer insurance

• Annual reports to the IRS and Ohio Attorney 
General 

• Reduction in  yearly tax filing paperwork

• Tech Soup membership (discounted software for 
club) 

• Discounted OSBA Traveling Speaker fees 

• Affiliate club discounts to special OSBA work-
shops 

OSBA Affiliate Program time to Renew!
 https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/affiliate-application-renewal-forms/ 

What is the OSBA Affiliate Program for local clubs? 

Traveling SpeakerS
Individuals willing to provide 
programs for local clubs in Ohio using 
the Traveling Speaker Committee’s 
Power Point Presentions.  As a 
speaker, you will be provided training 
and may choose to present in 
person or via Zooom.  Presenters are 
compensated for mileage and given a 
stipend. Contact travelingspeakers@
ohiostatebeekeepers.org if 
interested

mailto:newbeekeeperoutreach@ohiostatebeekeepers.org
mailto:newbeekeeperoutreach@ohiostatebeekeepers.org


20 OHIO STATE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

Ohio State Beekeepers
Strategic Action Plan

We honor these responsibilities by :

• Maintaining and Producing Healthy honey 
bee colonies in a way that is sustainable, 
economic, safe for the bees, consumers, 
and the environment.

* Reducing the overuse and misuse of pesticides 
in the hive and the environment;

* Adhering to all pesticide and Food Safety laws 
as well as State laws and regulations;

* Managing varroa mites. Ohio beekeepers 
continually lose 30%-40%+ colonies to Varroa 
mites and the diseases/secondary affects 
caused by mites. This is unacceptable. OSBA 
can help beekeepers by promoting vetted 
management tools such as the new 8th Edition 
of “Tools for Varroa Management”.

• Constantly learning and improving; 

• we provide links and information on local, state, 
and national meetings and hold an annual 
meeting for our members. Zoom webinars on 
current topics are also available.

• 
• Inviting transparency- 

• A summary of our meeting minutes and our 
Constitution and Bylaws are available on our 
website. The history of the Association and 
historic archives are also available.

• 

• Paying attention to our products;

• Honey, wax products, and propolis made from 
honey bees, tinctures and other hive products 
are safe for consumption and use;

• Being prepared-

• Our Association attends meetings and 
presentations to learn about new pests 
and threats so that we can be prepared for 
unexpected events.

• Supporting local communities.

• We are comprised of local beekeepers and work 
with local growers which depend upon honey 
bees for pollination.  Beekeepers and the honey 
bee colonies they manage play a critical role 
in local economies. We are proud to support 
county and other organizations that promote 
beekeeping.

https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/meeting-minutes/
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Queen Marking

Queen Marking is an important thing to consider as we come out of winter and begin 
to see the need to make splits as a swarm prevention measure. The queen-marking 
can be done at any time during the beekeeping season, with the exception of the 
winter period when the temperature is too low and the bees are in cluster. It is always 
preferable to mark the queen, as soon as she has been fertilized in the fertilization 
nucleus. This operation takes place in early spring or in autumn (when the families are 
fewer).

There are five queen bee marking colors that follow an internationally recognized color sequence depending on 
the last number of the year that the queen was born. Since queens do not live more than 5 years, the color code 
starts over in the sixth year. If you mark your queens, you should follow the international queen-colour code: White 
in 2016 and 2021, Yellow in 2017 and 2022, etc. (see table below)This system has been around for decades because 
it’s uniform, consistent, and lets a beekeeper know the age of the queen while making it easier to spot her in a 
crowd. If the color is imprinted incorrectly, the rubbing between the queen bee and other bees could gradually 
make it disappear, so this operation must be carried out very carefully.

Once the queen has been marked, you should wait a few minutes before reintroducing her into the hive.
This is important so the paint is perfectly dry and there are no foreign smells that could annoy the bees or the 
queen herself. Preventing the queen from carrying a foreign odor is important as otherwise the hive would run 
into a reaction called “curling”. The huddling is a form of defense by bees when they do not recognize the queen’s 
scent. They perceive it as a danger factor, therefore it must be eliminated.

Marking also helps us to see if the bees have re-queeened or become queenless (for example we could observe 
the presence of a brood while not sighting the queen). In this case, a new queen should be sought to be inserted 
and marked again).

A common mnemonic used by beekeepers to remember the colors is, 

“Will you raise goods bees”. (start at 1 -white, yellow, red, green, blue) 

))

Queen Marking Tube
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Com
ing

 

Soo
n!

Master Beekeeper Certificate

(800) 873-3321
sales@ernstseed.com

Promote
pollinator landscape

https://bit.ly/ErnstOSBA

22002233  PPaacckkaaggee  BBeeeess

Check our Website in
December for Dates



23OHIO STATE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

These retail organizations donate to 
nonprofits you choose, based on your 
percentage of spending.  

The Kroger Community Rewards program makes 
fundraising easy by donating to local organizations 
based on the shopping you do every day. Once you link 
your Card to OSBA on Kroger’s website, all you have to 
do is shop at Kroger and swipe your Shopper’s Card. You 
can do that right here!
Https://www.kroger.com/signin?redirectUrl=/
account/communityrewards

Amazon Smile Charity Lists is a meaningful and 
easy way for you to shop and donate items directly to 
charities in need. Simply find the charities you’d like 
to support, add items from their lists to your cart, and 
check out – it’s that easy. Amazon Smile donates 0.5% 
of your eligible Charity List purchases to your selected 
charity, at no extra cost to you. 
Go to https://smile.amazon.com/charity/ or Search 
Charity List. 
Choose in your account settings. Ohio State 
Beekeepers Association Inc
You will see: Ohio State Beekeepers Association Inc
Location: Akron, OH | Year Founded: 2014
Mission: The Ohio State Beekeepers Association, 
Inc. Promotes sustainable beekeeping by providing 
education and training, resources and outreach to 
beekeepers, local beekeepers associations, and the 
general public.
Supporting Programs: Traveling Speaker

Now every time you purchase you are giving a little bit to 
the OSBA’s traveling Speakers – Speakers who come to your 
local club and speak on different hive related programs.

Save the Honey Bee License Plate! If you ask for this 
specialty car license, $15 of your purchase will go to 
Ohio State Beekeepers and as you drive around town, 
everyone will know you are a beekeeper! https://
bmvonline.dps.ohio.gov/

SUPPORT OSBA 
WHILE YOU SHOP!

SUPPORT OSBA WHILE YOU SHOP!
How cool is that?!

The bee is more honored than other 

animals,not because 

she labors,

but because 

she labors

 for others.

St. John Chrysostom

Https://www.kroger.com/signin?redirectUrl=/account/communityrewards
Https://www.kroger.com/signin?redirectUrl=/account/communityrewards
Go to https://smile.amazon.com/charity/ 
https://bmvonline.dps.ohio.gov/   
https://bmvonline.dps.ohio.gov/   
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ABSTRACT

Nosema ceranae is a microsporidian fungus that parasitizes the midgut epithelial cells of honey bees, Apis 
mellifera. Due to the role that midgut microorganisms play in bee health and immunity, food supplementation 
with prebiotics and probiotics may assist in the control of N. ceranae. The dietary fiber prebiotics acacia 
gum, inulin, and fructooligosaccharides, as well as the commercial probiotics Vetafarm Probotic, Protexin 
Concentrate single-strain (Enterococcus faecium), and Protexin Concentrate multi-strain (Lactobacillus 
acidophilus, L. plantarum, L. rhamnosus, L. delbrueckii, Bifidobacterium bifidum, Streptococcus salivarius, and 
E. faecium) were tested for their effect on N. ceranae spore loads and honey bee survivorship.

 Bees kept in cages were inoculated with N. ceranae spores and single-dose treatments were administered in 
sugar syrup. 

• Acacia gum caused the greatest reduction in N. ceranae 
spore numbers (67%) but also significantly increased 
bee mortality (62.2%). 

• However, Protexin Concentrate single-strain gave 
similarly reduced spore numbers (59%) without 
affecting the mortality. 

In a second experiment, multiple doses of the probiotics 
revealed significantly reduced spore numbers with

•  2.50 mg/mL Vetafarm Probotic, and
•  0.25, 1.25, and 2.50 mg/mL Protexin Concentrate single-

strain. 

Mortality was also significantly reduced with 
• 1.25 mg/mL Protexin Concentrate single-strain. N. 

ceranae-
• Inoculated bees fed 3.75 mg/mL Vetafarm Probotic had higher survival than N. ceranae-inoculated bees, 

which was similar to that of non-inoculated bees, 
• while N. ceranae-inoculated bees fed 2.50 mg/mL Protexin Concentrate single-strain, had significantly 

higher survival than both N. ceranae-inoculated and non-inoculated bees.

 Protexin Concentrate single-strain is promising as it can reduce N. ceranae proliferation and increase bee 
survivorship of infected bees, even compared to healthy, non-infected bees.

TO READ THE FULL STUDY GO TO https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2607/9/3/481

 Borges D, Guzman-Novoa E, Goodwin PH. Effects of Prebiotics and Probiotics on Honey Bees (Apis mellifera) Infected with the 
Microsporidian Parasite Nosema ceranae. Microorganisms. 2021; 9(3):481. https://doi.org/10.3390/microorganisms9030481 
PRINTED WITH PERMISSION

FROM GUELPH UNIVERSITY. ONTARIO, CANADA:

Effects of Prebiotics and Probiotics on Honey Bees (Apis mellifera) 
Infected with the Microsporidian Parasite Nosema ceranae

by Daniel Borges, Ernesto Guzman-Novoa andPaul H. Goodwin 2
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MARKET & SELL MORE HIVE PRODUCTS

POLYSTYRENE HIVES & NUCS

2-88 FRAME HONEY EXTRACTORS

WAX & HONEY PROCESSING EQUIPMENT

EASY-TO-USE SILICONE CANDLE MOLDS

BEEKEEPING SUITS & JACKETS

CALL US: 800-632-3379   |   SHOP ONLINE: betterbee.com

P   LAND
MADE IN

Make Beeswax Candles
USE YOUR PRODUCTS OF THE HIVE TO

250+ SILICONE CANDLE MOLDS         EASY POUR & REMOVAL

Betterbee®
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 5 deep frames in a corrugated nuc box. 
 Stocked with frames and bees from healthy 

Ohio overwintered colonies. 
 Carniolan and Italian queens from reputable 

breeders. 
 Pickup dates in May and June in London, Ohio. 

 $80 deposit plus $100 due on pickup. 

Place your order online at Dunhambees.com 

Dunham Bees - London, Ohio. (614)-562-0909 
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Puzzles and Fun Beekeeping History
Some things never change...

Honeybee Anatomy OHIO QEEN BEE
   Nina Bagley

MANDIBLES
PROBOSCIS
OCELLI
ANTENNA
THORAX
ABDOMEN
STINGER
FOREWINGS
FORELEGS
HIND WINGS

COXA
TROCHANTER
TIBIA
FEMUR
METATARSUS
TARSUS
LABRUM
MAXILLA
GLOSSA
PHARYNX

ESOPHAGUS
BRAIN
MIDGUT
ILEUM
RECTUM
STINGER
PROVENTRICULUS
AORTA
FLIGHT MUSCLES
WAX GLANDS

AIR SAC
HEART
FOOD CANAL
VENOM SACK
ANUS
HIND LEGS
MIDDLE LEGS
COMPOUND EYE

F A H W A X G L A N D S H U V X M A J A
P R O V E N T R I C U L U S E I F I P Q
J M U S R U M E F M H Q B P N N A R H S
G U M P J K W U A I S R R V O M I S A D
U T B B L U V N N G E O A T M G B A R I
O C E L L I T D E T B S I I S X I C Y Z
N E W L D E W L N O A Z D B A U T F N Y
A R L T N I D A S P T G L L C K N Q X K
B N B N N N H C I B U A Z S K P M A J A
O F A G I C I V O T A S S O L G M Z Z L
O O S H O S E L C S U M T H G I L F E L
N R H R E S O P H A G U S S U S R A T I
I E T T R L A N A C D O O F M N K H J X
A W T H H L Y D S S E L B I D N A M P A
R I R O M E T A T A R S U S C O X A V M
B N A R J R E G N I T S W L O Z O U L G
Y G E A L A B R U M T K A B D O M E N G
J S H X Z H K I L E U M N R E G N I T S
S A Q Q A O R T A E Y E D N U O P M O C
X H P F O R E L E G S G E L E L D D I M

WORD LIST:

 

Did you Know?
• At a top speed of 15-20 miles per hour, honey bees 

are not the fastest fliers in the bug world. That's 
because they're built for short trips from flower to 
flower, not for long-distance hauls. 

• Their tiny wings must flap 12,000 to 15,000 times 
per minute just to keep their bodies aloft for a 
flight home to the hive—usually at a clip of about 
12 miles per hour—when fully loaded up with 
pollen.
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ERIE BASIN CLUB REPORTS

    REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Chris Earnhart 
    REPRESENTATIVE: Laurie Kehres

Dan Wampler, Liz Edwards, Josiah Edwards, Mary Wampler at the 
FCBA fair booth

OHIO BRED 
QUEENS AND 

NUCS


CREESBEES.COM

SANDUSKY RIVER VALLEY BEEKEEP-

ERS ASSOC.
Another beekeeping season is in the 

books!  It’s been a busy year for our club 
with teaching, mentoring, talks to civic and children’s groups, and 
lots of fellowship.
Our generous members bottled 338 honey bears to give out to 

local food pantries in five counties this year.  We met in November 
to label and put a festive ribbon on each bottle.  They are always 
appreciated by so many people.
Our Christmas party took place on December 5th.  We had some 

great door prizes and raffles including a full hive set-up and lots of 
other goodies!  We will also have election of officers for 2023.  
The Beginner Beekeeping class is scheduled for March 4, 2023.  

The class will fill up fast so anyone interested should sign up early.  
The registration can be found on our website at www.srvba.ohio-
statebeekeepers.org  

RICHLAND AREA 
BEEKEEPERS 

richlandbeekeepers@gmail.com

BLACK FORK BEE CLUB 
blackforkbeeclub@gmail.com

NORTH CENTRAL BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Officers
PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER

Regional Directors
MAUMEE VALLEY
ERIE BASIN
WESTERN RESERVE
TOP OF OHIO
HEART OF OHIO
CROSSROADS
MIAMI VALLEY
OHIO VALLEY
BUCKEYE HILLS

Regional Representatives
MAUMEE VALLEY
ERIE BASIN
WESTERN RESERVE
TOP OF OHIO
HEART OF OHIO
CROSSROADS
MIAMI VALLEY
OHIO VALLEY
BUCKEYE HILLS

Peggy Garnes
(Open)
Jeannie Saum
Kyle Kovacs

Roger Myers
Chris Earnhart
Dale Olsen
Dan Braden
Will Merrill
Lloyd Horst
Rich Stewart
Kelly J. Morse
(Open)

Pending
Pending
Pending
Pending
Pending
Pending
Pending
Pending
Pending

330-723-6265

614-975-6139
614-886-0172

567-686-5698
419-937-4108
216-408-0446
419-303-0983
614-226-8219
330-465-7402
937-728-0427
859-468-4560

https://www.facebook.com/Sandusky-River-Valley-Beekeepers-Association-243367949120501/
https://www.facebook.com/Sandusky-River-Valley-Beekeepers-Association-243367949120501/
http://www.srvba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org   
http://www.srvba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org   
mailto:richlandbeekeepers@gmail.com
http://blackforkbeeclub@gmail.com
mailto:blackforkbeeclub@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242848549962653/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242848549962653/
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The Fairfield County Beekeepers will 
enjoy some rest this winter, after 

a busy fall.  We had our Second Annual Potluck and Club 
Auction in October, with new member Roy Adams acting as 

auctioneer and new member, Jennifer 
Cordova, volunteering to be the 
Event Chairperson.  Funds raised will 
help support our Youth and Veteran 
Scholarships for 2023. We had an 
informational booth for seven lo-o-
o-ng days at our Fairfield County Fair, 
selling members’ honey and sharing 
our observation hives and the 
many hands on displays. Our youth 
scholarship winner, Adriana Denner, 
senior from Lancaster, was crowned a 

fair honey princess and earned several other awards for her 
leadership in 4-H. She took beautiful 
seniors pictures with her bee suit 
and bees. In November, we  had  an  
interesting presentation from our 
Bee Yard Coordinator, Bryce Waters, 
about Winter Preparations and our 
two club hives are going into winter 
strong.  We will spend the next few 
months getting our Bee School 
prepared and choosing scholarship 
winners. And we wait, for spring.......

HEART OF OHIO CLUB REPORTS

            REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Will Merrill 
            REPRESENTATIVE:  (Open seat)

FAIRFIELD COUNTY BEEKEEPERS  
ASSOCIATION 

Adriana Dennerby Cassie 
Clarkson Photography LLC

Roy Adams, Auctioneer

CENTRAL OHIO BEEKEEPERS 
COBA has been active with closing the First Year 
Bee Yard for the season, preparing the apiaries at 
Easton Town Center and Franklin Park Conserva-
tory for the winter. Many thanks to the members 

who make this happen.
COBA has been successful with developing a Foundation allowing 
tax free contributions. The funds are then used to support further 
education efforts on beekeeping and supporting the Youth Schol-
arship program.
Elections were held in October at the Annual meeting. President is 
Med Lutmerding, Vice-President is Claudia Khourey-Bowers, Trea-
surer, Winnie Williams and Secretary Mark Erbaugh. See the website 
for a full listing of Trustees.

November was the Banquet. Will Merrill was recognized for his 
Presidency and Todd McDaniels was recognized as Beekeeper of 
the Year.

THE SCIOTO VALLEY BEEKEEPERS 

Scioto valley beekeepers meet the second thursday 
of each month. The next regular meeting begins at 
6:00 pmM. Thursday in the basement meeting room of 

Good Shepherd United Methodist Church, 310 E. Main St. In Circleville. 

The 2023 beginning beekeeping class offered by Scioto Valley
Beekeepers will be held the evenings (6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.) of Feb.
15, 22 and March 1 in Circleville. The class is convenient for
anyone in surrounding counties wishing to learn more about
beekeeping. It is led by experienced beekeepers and
timing is perfect for those who want to get an early start with their
very own bee hives in the spring. 
Class size is limited so please
register early to avoid being closed out. Cost is still $65 per
person and includes a reference book, handouts, classroom
instruction, beeyard experience, a one-year membership in the
Scioto Valley Beekeepers and a one-year membership in the
Ohio State Beekeepers Association. Interested? Send an email to
sciotovalleybeekeepers@yahoo.com and request a registration 
form.

HEART OF OHIO Continued

KNOX COUNTY BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION

EAST CENTRAL OHIO BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION

Our meetings are held the third Thursday of each 
month at Taft Reserve South, located at 10383 Fairview Rd SE, New-
ark, Oh 43055. Meetings begin at 6:30 pm. It is a potluck/snack affair, 
so please bring a dish or snack to share with the group. We are cur-
rently accepting reservations for our Beekeeping Classes that are in 
January and February.  The application is now open for our Youth 
Scholarship.You can register at our website.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/fairfieldcountybeekeepers.org/
file:https://centralohiobeekeepers.org/
mailto:sciotovalleybeekeepers@yahoo.com
https://knoxbees.com/
https://knoxbees.com/
https://e-coba.org/schools-and-scholarships
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MAUMEE VALLEY CLUB REPORTS

            REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Roger Myers 
            REPRESENTATIVE: Jamie Walters  

BLACK SWAMP BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Our annual honey tasting & presentation contest 
was impressive with the addition of speaker, 
Mr. Dylan Westrick, sharing “Mead Brewing”. 

Honey’s of all flavors and even a couple from Africa were there to 
taste test. Along with other treats; specialty honey cakes, fresh fruit, 
vegetable tray, and homemade cookies. Sorry to our invited guests 
and others that didn’t make it...you missed a SWEET time! Thank 
you to everyone who participated and spent their evening with 
us. It was a great season Mr. Jeff Smucker. He shared information 
about his beekeeping trip and the opportunity to taste honeys 
from Africa. Congratulations to Mrs. Theresa White for winning the 
2022 “Best Presentation” of honey. She was awarded a plaque and 
the bragging rights to go with it. BSBA is proud to present the 
2023 Beekeeping Scholarship Program. Supporting new young 
students that want to get into beekeeping. We are offering this to 
applicants from Defiance, Paulding, Henry, and Williams Counties. 
You are welcome to email blackswampbeekeepersassoc@
gmail.com for the application or if you have any questions. 

NORTHWEST OHIO BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION
We are meeting at the Ottawa County Exten-

sion Office, 1206 East Second Street, Ottawa, OH. 
The meetings start at 7:00pm. email northwest.
ohio.beekeepers.assoc@gmail.com.

POLLINATOR SANCTUARY AND 
TRAINING  FACILITY

MAUMEE VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
We meet on the third Tuesday of each month.  
Members attend meetings via zoom and in person.  
Our members receive information through our 

Facebook page, the monthly member newsletter and if possible to 
tape, through our YouTube channel.  \

The speaker for our September meeting was Russell Lamp.  Mr. 
Lamp has been involved with bees and insects for over 50 years.  
He has a degree in entomology from The Ohio State University.  
He has been a bee inspector and has trained bee inspectors.  Mr. 
Lamp is a certified venom collector, collecting wasps and hornets 
to use for immunotherapy treatments. He became involved in 
immunotherapy when his wife developed \multiple Sclerosis. S

The speaker for our November meeting was Dwight Wilson, 
who presented, How to Keep Bees Alive Through Winter.  There 
are several things to consider when preparing for winter.  Some 
preparation begins in the fall with mite treatments and feeding 
bees 2:1 sugar water to build up their stores. As fall approaches, 
build candy boards or place mountain top sugar on top of the hives.  
You can add 2” of Styrofoam to the top of the hive for insulation.  To 
add ventilation, consider placing a 20 penny nail between the inner 
cover and the top of the hive.  Remember to add mouse guards 
to protect the hives from mice and shrews.  As winter approaches, 
ask yourself, what could you do better next year?  Use the winter to 
read and educate yourself.  

Through the year, Dwight Wilson encouraged beekeepers to treat 
for mites.  Around the second week of March, as the maple trees 
begin to bloom in Northwest Ohio, feeding 1:1 sugar water gives 
the bees a drink when they need it.  In April-May and also July, 
beekeepers should consider building nucleus colonies.  Nucleus 
colonies help with a brood break and also build the apiary.

David Veith demonstrated building candy boards, using 25 lb. of 
sugar, 1-2 T. of ascorbic acid, and 1 quart of apple cider vinegar.  
Mix this, using a shim with ¾” hardware cloth, lay down a sheet of 
newspaper and add the sugar mixture.  Leave at least two holes for 
bees to get into the candy board.  Allow the candy board to dry for 
1-2 weeks before placing it on top of the hive to help with moisture 
control and food for the bees.

Our club will be offering a New Beekeepers Class, it will be held on 
January 18, February 22 and March 22.  The cost of the class is $50 
for new beekeepers.  Topics covered will include, introduction to 
beekeeping, honey bee biology, hive anatomy, equipment, honey 
bee pests and diseases, and Ohio Department of Agriculture rules 
and laws.  The class will be available through zoom.  If interested in 
this class, please email 123mvba@gmail.com 

Maumee Valley
Winners from the Honey Tasting Contest. L-R Scott Nowak Best 
Honey, Jacob Sublett club President, Dave Gallaher Best Varietal 
Honey.

https://www.facebook.com/BlackSwampBeekeepersAssociation/
mailto:blackswampbeekeepersassoc@gmail.com
mailto:blackswampbeekeepersassoc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/NorthwestOhioBeekeepers
https://www.facebook.com/NorthwestOhioBeekeepers
mailto:northwest.ohio.beekeepers.assoc%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northwest.ohio.beekeepers.assoc%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/greaterdaytonareabeekeepers 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063717215449
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063717215449
file:https://www.facebook.com/Maumee-Valley-Bee-Keepers-Association-151553878221074/
mailto:mailto:123mvba%40gmail.com%20%20%20?subject=
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MIAMI VALLEY CLUB REPORTS

                  REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Rich Stewart
                REPRESENTATIVE: (Open seat)

SOUTHWESTERN OHIO 
BEEKEEPERS

FACEBOOK PAGE

CLINTON COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
The members of the Beekeepers of Clinton 

county meet the second Tuesday of every 
month at Dove Church in Wilmington at 7:00 
pm. These meetings are very insightful for 

new and experienced beekeepers and are great to share knowl-
edge and the trials of beekeeping. The meetings are led by Rich 
Stewart, Clinton County Beekeeper President and Master Beekeep-
er. To reach the club, please contact the communications represen-
tative, Brenda Compliment 

GREENE COUNTY BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION  Greene County Beekeepers 
(www.gcbeekeepers.org) continued the 
exciting buzz toward a strong finish to 
their amazing year with interesting local 
speakers and a fun-filled carry-in dinner.  
Elections were held electronically in order 

to ensure that all members had the opportunity to participate 
in electing their 2023 GCBA Board.  Speaking of the 2023 Board, 
they have picked up the ball and already had a planning meeting 
for a dynamic and fun year!  Greene County Beekeepers is THE 
location for beekeepers who want education, involvement, fun 
and outreach in 2023.

BUTLER COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
We typically hold monthly meetings the second Thursday of ev-

ery month at the Miami University Ecology Research Center (5806 
Somerville Road, Oxford, OH 45056) check our FB page

GREATER DAYTON BEEKEEPERS
 ASSOCIATION

WARREN COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
Our next meeting is Sunday, February 12, 2023 at 1:30, and will 

meet at the Lebanon Presbyterian Church. There is no club meet-
ing in January. 
DECEMBER MEETING: The Christmas gathering and lunch was 

a pleasant share of bee and wildlife information among the club 
members. Alan and Rose DeJarnette gifted a hive ornament and 
their honey for all those in attendance. Their creativity and honey 
are thoughtful and appreciated! 
Our thanks to past president Geoff Hultgren for his leadership 

and support of the club through the pandemic and recovery. 
Geoff kept the club active and informed through a time when ev-
erything was more difficult for us all. 
Mr. Paul Dorger is the newly elected President of the Warren 

County Ohio Beekeepers Club. Paul was a past President for the 
club We are grateful for his commitment to the club and look for-
ward to meetings in the New Year Registration is now open for our 
Beekeeping class. Follow this link for more information. 

MORROW COUNTY 
BEEKEEEPERS  ASSOCIATION 
October is our annual honey tasting contest.  Best 
Varietal Honey was won by Dave Gallagher.  Best 
Tasting Honey was won by Scott Novak.  (See Image 
on previous page)
Our club purchased and donated 12 pairs of leather 

gloves to Wildwood Environmental Academy so that the students 
are able to inspect the bee hives on the school property.  We hold 
our meetings at the Wildwood Environmental Academy

 BG BEE GROUP
We typically meet the 3rd Thursday of each month, at the Wood 
County District Office, 18729 Mercer Rd., Bowling Green, OH 43402, 
from 5:30 7:30pm. For additional information contact Mike Soboles-
ki at 419-494- 2226 or email: sobeehoney@gmail.com

https://www.swohiobeekeepers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150520042149799
https://www.facebook.com/groups/250625229195238/
http://Greene County Beekeepers Association
http://Greene County Beekeepers Association
 https://www.facebook.com/Butlercountybeekeepers/
https://www.facebook.com/Butlercountybeekeepers/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/greaterdaytonareabeekeepers/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/greaterdaytonareabeekeepers/
https://warrencountyohiobeekeepers.org
https://warrencountyohiobeekeepers.org/bee-school/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057774753519
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057774753519
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GEAUGA COUNTY BEEKEEPERS

WESTERN RESERVE CLUB REPORTS
       REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Dale Olsen  
       REPRESENTATIVE: (Open) 

ADAMS COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
We have purchased over 20 hives to be awarded in memory 

of long time member and mentor Joe Scott.  His insight is sorely 
missed. Some hives will go to the new Youth Scholarship winners 
of 2023, so apply today if interested! As usual meetings are held 
the third Thursday of each month at 7:00pm at the Bible Baptist 
Church 9840 State Route 41 West Union. It is always a carry in 
meeting , please bring a dish if you wish to share.

BROWN COUNTY BEEKEEPERS 
As we complete the holiday season, that 

time of year for giving and receiving, the 
Brown County Beekeepers Association 
has been giving the gift of beekeeping 

knowledge. The program, 
“An Introduction to Beekeeping” was presented on November 

5th at the Felicity Branch of the Clermont County Library and again 
on November 19th at the Sardinia Branch of the Brown County 
Library. Always willing to share out knowledge and experience 
with other beekeeping clubs, the program on “ The Winter Feeding 
of Bees” was given to the Warren County Beekeepers Association 
on November 13. 
Our October 11th meeting featured the program, “ Preparing 

Your Hives for Winter”, presented by Kevin and Liz Jones, owners 
of HappBee Acres bee supplies. The November meeting was our 
final meeting of the year and we had our annual “Fun, Food and 
Fellowship” event. The highlight of the evening was the club raffle. 
Club members brought  a variety of bee related items that were 
raffled off to generate funds to help with the club’s operating 
expenses.
The club will begin the new year on January 10, 2023, when 

the program, “ An Introduction to Beekeeing” will be given at 7:00 
pm in the Community Room of Western Brown High School in Mt 
Orab, Ohio. 

GALLIA COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

TRI-STATE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

With great pride the Tri-State Beekeepers Association announces our 
2023 Beekeeping for the Novice Course.  The course will again be pre-
sented by John Welty and Steve Roth.  John and Steve are recipients 
of the Master Beekeeper designation from the University of Montana 
and the West Virginia Beekeepers Association.  Steve and his wife 
Kathie were  the 2018 WV Beekeeper of the year. Pre-registration is 
required, please email tristatebees@gmail.com.

OHIO VALLEY CLUB REPORTS

REGREGIONAL DIRECTOR: Kelly J. Morse
       REPRESENTATIVE: Jim Hopkins

OHIO VALLEY Continued

Welcome to 2023!  We will have our first meeting on February 6th, 
2023.  This will be an organizational meeting. I will send out more 
information as we get closer to the meeting date. We will coninnue 
to meet on the first Monday of the month at 6:30.

OHIO RIVER BEEKEEPERS SOCIETY 
Information email Misty Spring Akers
Check out Rob Cassell’s useful videos on 
Haplo Diploidy sex determination and 
Torpor on our FB page
https://youtu.be/xD62suykD6o

The Geauga County Beekeepers Association had 
their last meeting of the year in October and will 
not have another meeting until February of 2023. It 
was a very busy meeting as we had a guest speaker. 
Stephanie Turney from the Happy Honeybee Cp, 

LLC, came to talk about “how to sell your bee products”, mostly 
hand creams, lip balm, candles and more. She was excellent and 
very knowledgeable about how to sell your honey products.  
We also had elections for treasure, and our new treasurer will be 
John Senderek. We want to thank our past treasurer Susan Dunlap 
for all her work and expertise in handling the bookkeeping for 
our association. We are still in need of a vice president to fulfill 
that position since Dale Olson was nominated and voted into 
the position of president. The vice president’s job is to assist the 
president.
During the winter months we are looking forward to executive 
meetings and going over the schedule of topics to be taught for our 
upcoming meetings. We must also plan for field day and to begin 
to find speakers for the new year. This is a very important time for 
everyone on the executive board and to come together and plan for 
the new year. Any members who have an idea for a topic they wish 
us to talk about can contact any member of our executive board.
Keep warm and let’s look forward to a mild winter and lots of healthy 
bees come spring.

GREATER CLEVELAND BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION
GCBA has had a full and exciting year to say 
the least. It began with teaching 30+ new 
class participants in February to World Bee 
Day May 2022, where some of our members 
volunteered to teach at schools in the Cleve-

land area. From there we began to get ready for The Cuyahoga 
County Fair August 9th through the 14th. This year the fair board 
provided us with our bee barn, a 60’ x 60’building where now 
hangs our beautiful 4’ x 10’ sign and a 30’ x 60’ pollinator garden 
with bee yard, to grow and support honeybees to its fullest extent. 
What a great building and garden for educational purposes. The 
fair attendance was a record breaker with 20,000 through the gate

https://sites.google.com/geaugacountybeekeepers.org/geaugacountybeekeepers/home
http://https://www.facebook.com/Adams-County-Beekeepers-Association-214316711916893/
http://browncountybeekeepersassociation.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2317700341608048
http://Tri-State Beekeepers Association
mailto:tristatebees@gmail.com
mailto:mistyakers%40ymail.com?subject=
https://greaterclevelandbeekeepers.com/
https://greaterclevelandbeekeepers.com/
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WESTERN RESERVE Continued

BUCKEYE HILLS REGION CLUB REPORT\ 
             REGIIONAL DIRECTOR: (Open)
              REPRESENTATIVE: Pending

MID-OHIO VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
MOVBA meets on the fourth Tuesday of every 
month at 7:00 p.m. May through September 

meetings will be held at Tomlinson City Park on Highland Ave., Wil-
liamstown, WV 26187. We do not meet in December. The meeting 
place in April and October is the Lions Club in Boaz, 315 Valley Man-
or Lane Williamstown, WV 26187.

LORAIN COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
 ASSOCIATION

   MEDINA BEEKEEPER

WESTERN RESERVE Continued 

 on Saturday! During fair, we hold our regular monthly meeting 
on Wednesday evening and our members are given free passes to 
attend the fair from the fair board. 
 An ongoing project throughout 2022, was the Bee Yard and Barn 
Beautification Project that we had the privilege to participate in 
with the Belmont Correctional Institute in St. Clairsville, Ohio. From 
February on, we worked closely with the Warden and the inmates, 
both builders and artist, to create a pollinator garden and bee yard 
that is beautiful beyond words. We are so grateful for Mr. W. Shook 
and Warden Grey for all their efforts along with inmate Freeze and 
those who worked on all the signage and Beehives. We greatly 
appreciate all you did.
The Bee Yard at Belmont is a sight to behold with 50 members 
in their beekeeping club. We look forward to the opportunity to 
attend one of their meetings soon and maintaining our friendship 
for years to come.
 One last thought, as past Fair Chair, one thing that I implemented 
in 2021 was a yearly motto.  To create a vision of what we want to 
express or a reminder of the things that are important to all! 
 The 2021 Motto, “Alone we can do so little, together we can do so 
much,” - Helen Keller
 Tom Kennish, 2022 Fair Chair “The Hum of the bee’s is the voice of 
the Garden,” - Elizabeth Lawrence
 See our pictures on page 38.
Hope you enjoyed the holidays and take care of the bees,

SUMMIT COUNTY BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION

ASHTABULA COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
sjriccio@yahoo.com

TRUMBULL COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
trumbullcountybeekeepers@yahoo.com

October brought beautiful beekeeping weather 
and our annual Fall Banquet and Auction to support 
our LCBA Building Fund, the Thermometer sits 

momentarily at $60,000.00.  We had a great turnout and lots of fun 
by everyone attending.  Thank you to all who donated items and 
supported our auction. This year’s auction and donations amassed 
an amazing, best ever, $1700.00.
The momentum for the building fund is proof that when people 
with a vision come together great things happen. Even though this 
building fund campaign is titled LCBA , this building set in Lorain 
County will be for all beekeepers ,Ohio Proud!
October also hosted a one-day Fall Beginner Beekeeping Class 
which was well attended.  Our November meeting started off with 
our Annual Best Tasting Chili Contest and Honey judging. Twenty 
honey entries and 12 Scrumptious crock pots full of Hearty Chili, the 
best of the best in both categories! Attendees had a hard decision 
to make with 12 different chili’s to vote on.  Congratulations to our 
Best Chili Winner - Paul Kelly with his Hot & Sweet Chili.  Second 
place was Lynn Weigel with her Sweet Chili and third place was 
Peggy Vasu with her Chili Verde.  Our speaker for the evening was 
Jeannie Saum speaking on the “ Health Benefits of Hive Products” 
which everyone enjoyed.  Our evening was concluded with our 
Best Tasting Honey Contest. The competition was thrilling with 20 
individual entries.  Congratulations to our winners - first place was 
Sherry Oleyar, second place was Jeff Kimble and third place was 
Brenda Grimmett.  We are looking forward to our December Potluck 
and White Elephant Exchange and are planning our upcoming year 
events!

GREATER CLEVELAND BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION

2023 is looking to be a great year for the 
Medina Beekeepers.  Beginner classes are 
set to start on February 11 & 25 for Saturday 
Classes and February 21 thru March 21 for 
the Tuesday evening series.  Please check our 

website for additional information on time and topics.   www.
medinabeekeepers.com 
Welcome to the elected officers, Kate Reusch-Treasurer, Sharon 
Carpenter-Secretary, and returning Director, Larry Watson.  
Looking to the new year, MCBA is looking forward to hosting on 
Zoom Tom Nolan, NOD Apiary Products, Glenn Turner in person 
on building and managing Long Hives, and an in person panel 
discussion on preventing swarming in our area.
Medina Beekeepers have been gathering in person now with good 
attendance for the meetings.  This fall we have had Dave Noble 
of Red Beard Bees, the popular 4-Station Round tables, and the 
Christmas Party will be held at Santo Sousa.  A food donation is 
being collected for Feeding Medina to further the support of the 
beekeepers.  

Summit County Beekeepers Association is offering a beginning 
beekeeping course to all who are interested, even those who have 
no plans to become a beekeeper in the near future. 2/11,18 and 25.

PORTAGE COUNTY BEEKEEPERS 

ASSOCIATION

http://Mid-Ohio Valley Beekeepers Association
http://www.loraincountybeekeepers.org/
http://www.loraincountybeekeepers.org/
http://www.medinabeekeepers.com
http://Summit County Beekeepers  Association
http://Summit County Beekeepers  Association
mailto:mailto:sjriccio%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/trumbullbeekeepers/
https://greaterclevelandbeekeepers.com/
https://greaterclevelandbeekeepers.com/
https://www.portagecountybeekeepers.com/
https://www.portagecountybeekeepers.com/
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COLUMBIANA MOHONING COUNTY 
BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

COSHOCTON COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSO-
CIATION 

JEFFERSON COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
JCBA meetings are held at the Jefferson County 

Joint Vocational School 1509 County Highway 22 A, Bloomingdale, 
OH 43910. Meetings take place at 7 PM, usually on the last Monday 
of the month, February through October. Please Note: We do not 
meet at the JVS during the months of June and July. 

STARK COUNTY BEEKEEPERS 
SCBA meets the first Tuesday of each month at 
St Timothy’s Episcopal Church, 226 3rd St. SE, 
Massillon, OH 44646. 

 

TRI COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
The Education committee of TCBA is 

working hard on their 2023  Spring  Work-
shop on March 3 and March 4.  The keynote 
speaker is Jerry Hayes, editor of Bee Culture 
Magazine.  The theme Is:   VIBRANT VIABLE 
BEEKEEPING.  So please mark your calendars!  
To learn more about the Workshop 

speakers, breakout sessions, and registration details, please check 
TCBA’S website.  It will be updated as more details become available.
Also, the members  of TCBA are considering a pro-

posal to purchase a local apiary that is for sale. 
The apiary could be used for Field Days with hands on teach-

ing of correct beekeeping methods.  The apiary could pro-
vide a local raised nuc   for TCBA  scholarship winners.  There 
are many pros and cons for the club to consider on wheth-
er to undertake this or not.  Stay tuned for more details.

CROSSROADS CLUB REPORTS

            REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Lloyd Horst
            REPRESENTATIVE: Joe Heider

TOP OF OHIO CLUB REPORTS

            REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Dan Braden

            REPRESENTATIVE: Open

Greater Grand Lakes Beekeepers 
Association
mdosohio9866@gmail.com
We meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month 
at 7:00 pm in the St. Mary’s Public Library 
Community Room.

WEST CENTRAL OHIO BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION
(WCOBA) met December in Troy, Ohio
With about 10 members present. Several 
members were busy with family activities that 
prevented them from attending this close to 

the holidays. We did have a new family getting into beekeeping 
next year. We are slowly rebuilding our meeting attendance at our 
monthly meetings.
WCOBA is having a beginning beekeeping school in the early part 
of 2023 for those folks thinking of getting into beekeeping in the 
surrounding counties of Miami County watch our WCOBA Face-
book Page for the date of our school. We already have several folks 
who will be attending the school. Our unique projects in WCOBA 
are Swarm Trapping for feral honey bees instead of bringing in hon-
ey bees from outside areas from the southern and western states. 
In 2022 our club caught feral swarms in about 10 different coun-
tries. WCOBA members own several hundred colonies that are from 
swarm traps, cutouts or hanging swarms in isolated areas. Those 
bees have behaviors that keep the varroa populations at a safe 
healthy level.
Another project is working with Purdue University in Indiana check-
ing honey bee DNA in our colonies plus swarms we catch. We are 
hopeful to share some of our DNA results in the next OSBA news-
letter.
Many of our WCOBA members have known each other for many 
years and enjoy talking about Beekeeping over the years. Several 
are two and three generation beekeeping families, all stationary 
beekeepers, enjoying the rewards of Ohio local honey bees. It may 
be producing honey products or producing over wintered Nucs or 
other bee related products.
Over the last three plus years, due to Covid, we have developed 
different ways of keeping in touch with each other, plenty of long 
phone calls, texting or emails.
Now we are welcoming new members into our WCOBA Beekeep-
ing family and include them in meetings plus texting etc!
We enjoy welcoming new beekeepers into the club, be it 4H mem-
bers, families with
Young kids, empty nest couples or retirees. It’s exciting to watch 
the new members gain experience and become part of our Bee-
keeping family. Over the years I’ve noticed those clubs who have 
special beekeeping projects that get beekeepers working together 
as teams are the most successful. Mentoring, a necessary activity 
within our club, and experience make the most successful bee-
keeping communities

GUERNSEY NOBLE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
secretary_guernseynoblebeekeepers@outlook.com

BUCKEYE HILLS Continued

ATHENS COUNTY 
BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION (ACABA) 
Meets on the third Thursday of 

each month during the “busy bee” season. Meetings start at 
7PM and are located at the Ohio State Extension Office on West 
Union Street

http://cmcba.net/
http://cmcba.net/
http://cmcba.net/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064267316485
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064267316485
http://Jefferson County Beekeepers
https://www.facebook.com/StarkBees
https://tricountybeekeepers.org/
https://gglba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/
https://gglba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/
mailto:mdosohio9866@gmail.com
vhttps://www.facebook.com/WESTCOBA/
https://www.guernseynoblebeekeepers.com/?fbclid=IwAR3hD1v2Dgry9bMytuJ8uR1YqL0nTg9EbzjYIgy_YRcvgstgq3PoWYnQZOk
mailto:mailto:secretary_guernseynoblebeekeepers%40outlook.com?subject=
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Honeybee Anatomy OHIO QEEN BEE
   Nina Bagley

MANDIBLES
PROBOSCIS
OCELLI
ANTENNA
THORAX
ABDOMEN
STINGER
FOREWINGS
FORELEGS
HIND WINGS

COXA
TROCHANTER
TIBIA
FEMUR
METATARSUS
TARSUS
LABRUM
MAXILLA
GLOSSA
PHARYNX

ESOPHAGUS
BRAIN
MIDGUT
ILEUM
RECTUM
STINGER
PROVENTRICULUS
AORTA
FLIGHT MUSCLES
WAX GLANDS

AIR SAC
HEART
FOOD CANAL
VENOM SACK
ANUS
HIND LEGS
MIDDLE LEGS
COMPOUND EYE

F A H W A X G L A N D S H U V X M A J A
P R O V E N T R I C U L U S E I F I P Q
J M U S R U M E F M H Q B P N N A R H S
G U M P J K W U A I S R R V O M I S A D
U T B B L U V N N G E O A T M G B A R I
O C E L L I T D E T B S I I S X I C Y Z
N E W L D E W L N O A Z D B A U T F N Y
A R L T N I D A S P T G L L C K N Q X K
B N B N N N H C I B U A Z S K P M A J A
O F A G I C I V O T A S S O L G M Z Z L
O O S H O S E L C S U M T H G I L F E L
N R H R E S O P H A G U S S U S R A T I
I E T T R L A N A C D O O F M N K H J X
A W T H H L Y D S S E L B I D N A M P A
R I R O M E T A T A R S U S C O X A V M
B N A R J R E G N I T S W L O Z O U L G
Y G E A L A B R U M T K A B D O M E N G
J S H X Z H K I L E U M N R E G N I T S
S A Q Q A O R T A E Y E D N U O P M O C
X H P F O R E L E G S G E L E L D D I M

WORD LIST:

Need a Club Logo?
There’s a great free program at Canva.com, 
that has dozens of club logo templates. 
You pick one you like and then fill in your 
images and lettering. When you are satis-
fied, download to your computer as a PNG 
or JPG. Lastly, send it to newsletter@ohio 
statebeekeepers.org. It’s super easy! 

If you are not a techie and need a lesson, 
contact Jeannie Saum at secretary@ohio 
statebeekeepers.org and she will give you 
a quick Zoom lesson.

TOP OF OHIO Continued
We have members with 50 years experience to first year beekeep-
ers, we ensure all work together on our projects.
WCOBA is fortunate to have two members with each having over 
30 years experience as ODA county bee inspectors. They share tips 
to help the new beekeepers with their bee problems.
WCOBA is blessed to have beekeepers who are members of Propo-
lis Projects which holds three leases with the Defense Department 
to allow us to have 3 yards of honey bees at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base near Dayton, Ohio. Due to our team efforts at WPAFB, the 
base is a Bee City USA site.
Our WCOBA Facebook page contains many photos showing exam-
ples of our projects, giving ideas to our FB visitors. Communication 
is essential to any successful organization. Our club motto is Bee-
keepers Helping Beekeepers!
In my travels giving presentations to groups in the Midwest I’ve no-
ticed the organizations that have a large cross section of ages and 
experience are the most successful beekeeping communities. 

Barb Bloetscher 
and Maddie 

Mullins collecting 
bee samples for 
USDA study in 

Maddie’s bee yard.

Feeding protein and 
carbohydrates to a 

recently caught swarm 
WCOBA

Frames of 
sealed brood 
from feral bee 
hives. Maddie 
Mullins member 

of WCOBA

Miami Valley Beekeepers Association
We promote beekeeping by teaching and mentoring all those 
interested in the world of honeybees. We invite anyone inter-
ested in learning more about bees and beekeeping to attend 
our next meeting or event and join our organization!  Mem-
bership only $20/year. Join   MVBA Meetings 7:00 p.m.  In-Per-
son (Tipp City Library)

http://Canva.com
http://newsletter@ohiostatebeekeepers.org.
http://newsletter@ohiostatebeekeepers.org.
http://secretary@ohiostatebeekeepers.org,
http://secretary@ohiostatebeekeepers.org,
http://mvba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/


36 OHIO STATE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

Want the best demonstration and teaching tool that 
your club can provide?   Consider a club bee hive, a 
hive or two located where everyone in the bee club 
can have a hands-on learning experience.  We of the 
Stark County Beekeepers Association (SCBA) were 
fortunate to acquire just such a hive.  A young woman 
working on her Gold Star Award for Girl Scouts did 
the front work, getting permission to place the hive 
in a city park.  She solicited the community and local 
organizations for funds to purchase the bees and 
woodenware.  A fencing company donated a secure 
enclosure that can be locked.  

As you can see from the photo, the hive is on public 
land but is placed away from the walking paths, ball 
fields and other facilities at the park.

The goal of this project was to get it set up and in place 
and then donate it to the local beekeeping club.  She 
even made arrangements for the local community 
food pantry to receive honey donations from the hive.  
Doing this was a wonderful way of including a prior 
Gold Star project and including our local food food 
pantry.

The hive is now in its first full year (2022) of our 
ownership and the SCBA is discovering how it can be 
used to help our club members be better beekeepers.  
Initially, we scheduled hive inspections during 
monthly club meetings.  It turns out that, especially 

early in the season, neither the bees nor the weather 
were cooperative. But as the season progressed, we 
held hive sessions on weekend mid-mornings.  Our 
inspections were less hectic and oft times people 
would stay to seek out information from the more 
experienced in our club, gathering in small groups 
to talk about their hives.

Should your club be 
considering a club 
hive, keep in mind that 
a secured area such as 
ours limits the number 
of people that can 
enjoy the ‘hands-on’ 
experience.  Although 
we’ve tried to cycle 
people through the 
enclosure, doing this 
and giving detailed 
explanations while 
‘reading the frames’ resulted in some pretty irritated 
bees and hurriedly terminated sessions.  Finding 
the best approach to teach is, indeed, a work in 
progress.

Our club has been generously presented with 
great teachable moments.  Perhaps one of the 
most important for the members was the demise 
of our bees the first winter we inherited them.  

While the newer 
beekeepers were 
wondering what 
they had done 
wrong if they 
had a hive loss, 
so were we!  It 
was a chance to 
show that we all 
experience bee 

loss.  We autopsied the hive, took a lot of notes and 
pictures and presented our findings as a CSI report 
at one of our monthly meetings.  

Consider a Club Hive
by Carol Kralik

This hive was installed in Louisville, 
Ohio’s Metzger Park by a local Girl Scout 
for her Gold Award project. It is now 
being maintained by members of the 
Stark County Beekeepers Association

The hive installation is visible to park visitors from a distance. 
The field in front of the hive is not mowed by park personnel 
until August to accommodate birds and pollinators.

Club members are invited to watch 
and participate in hive inspections. 
Enclosure protects hive from predators 
and vandals, but limits access to a few 
individuals at a time
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Winter Hive Work
It’s cold outside but your work’s not done!

Monthly: 
• Go out and check for where the cluster is in 

each hive. Use your ear to the wood, use, a 
stethoscope, or a FLIR thermal imaging device

• Peak under the lid. Is there ecsessive 
condensation on the lid? I f so, create more 
ventilation or add a quilt box

• Can you see that the cluster is in the top box? 
if so, youwill need to add winter emergency 
feed - sugar blocks, sugar patties, mountain 
camp, candy board.

• Plan for next year - will you need more 
equipment or bees? If so, order now.

• Clean idle equipment. Scrape propolis off of 
frame edges . Scrape wall sof the hive boxes 
and the top ledges.  Save your propolis for use 
by your family.

• In late winter, add some pieces of pollen 
patties right on the top frames.

Matt Woida doing a winter check
by Christi  Woida

Winter Feed
by Chris Morrow

FLIR Image
by Bryce Waters

We met again to install a nuc in May under threat of 
tornado.  It was a great ‘hands-on’ experience that 
was hurried along by darkening skies but we got it 
done. Now all the new beekeepers could compare the 
progress of the club hive to theirs.  A month later we 
were able to present an article in our newsletter about 
queen supersedure complete with photos of multiple 
queen cells on frames, so that when our members 
see this unexpected event, they have a reference 
point.  Routine inspections, mite washes and counts 
and treatment with formic acid have all been great 
demonstrations.  It has been a wonderful teaching 
year for our club.  But we are hoping that we don’t get 
to do another CSI report!

Queen cells on frames in club hive provide a 
teachable moment for novice beekeepers.
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Special Thanks to Bren Leiby from GCBA for all the great pictures of the Pollinator Garden, Auction and 
our October presentation by Jeannie Saum of Beepothecary!
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THREE LOCATIONS! 
MAIN LOCATION - Deersville   SATELLITES -  Adamsville and New Bedford 

Winter Hives by Christie Woida
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Youth 
Scholarship 
Program
Ohio State Beekeepers Association supports new young 
beekeepers through our Youth Scholarship Program. We 
realize that the success of a new beekeeper is not reliant 
on just the student's work and money alone, but on the 
partnership's effort. Thus, the Youth Scholarship Program 
encourages the participation of the parents/guardians, 4-H/
FFA Ohio advisers, local Ohio associations, and mentors.

The 2023 scholarships have already been awarded. Students 
are busy preparing their woodenware and will soon attend 
Beginning Beekeeper classes taught by clubs in their region. 
Students will be encouraged to work under the tuteledge of 
the club in their area and an assigned mentor.

In the next issue, we will post the Student Scholarshp 
recipients’ reports of their experiences thus far. The 2024 
Scholarshp Pogram will open in July of 2023 with applications 
due in mid-Sept., and winners announced in mid-October. 

New beekeeper’s first  package of bees -
Nick McConnell 

Teaching bee yard attracts older folks and the youth
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The gold , silver and bronze coin-pins 
will be awarded to clubs for their 
members to 
wear with pride.

OSBA’s 
New Quality 
Awards Program 
The  Ohio State Beekeepers Association is launching 
a new program to help bee associations set their 
goals at the beginning of the year and check them 
at the end of the year. The program is called the 
Quality Awards Program. The association’s goals will 
be divided into 12 different parts encompassing 
almost every aspect of the association’s work  for 
the year. Some of these goals are:  planning for the 
whole year, incorporating a welcoming committee, 
and keeping an accurate website. Each of the 
twelve parts introduce strategies for growing your 
club in number and impact.

 At the end of the year, the associations will be 
asked to turn in their results and according to 
their score, receive either a bronze, silver, or gold 
quality award. This award will be a beautiful pin to 
wear and show-off the status of your association. 
Associations will need to purchase the pins for 
members who want them, at $3 each. Clubs will 
also receive a certificate suitable for hanging. 

This is a way to let everyone know your club is a 
Quality Award winner. More will be forthcoming as 
we get ready to send this out to all local associations. 
Dale Olson, Director of Western Reserve Region will 
be the chairman for this program.

OHIO BRED 
QUEENS AND 

NUCS


CREESBEES.COM

Your Source 
for Native 
Grass & 

Wildflower 
Seed Since 

1998
866-569-3380

www.opnseed.com

OHIO BRED 
QUEENS AND 

NUCS


CREESBEES.COM

mailto:western-reserve%40ohiostatebeekeepers.org?subject=
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ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture
- Over 800 pages packed  

with information
- Hundreds of color photos  

and illustrations
- More than 50 contributors
- A mix of reference, the how and why 

things are done and a history of how 
beekeeping got where it is today!

- A MUST for every beekeeper  
large and small

Bee Culture
The Magazine of American Beekeeping

Bee Culture®

Produced in Ohio for over 150 
years. Keep your support local by  

subscribing to Bee Culture!

One-Year Print Subscription: $32
Two-Year Print Subscription: $58

One-Year Digital Subscription: $22
One-Year Digital AND Print  

Subscription Bundle: $40
Two-Year Digital AND Print Subscription 

Bundle: $66

www.BeeCulture.com

www.Store.BeeCulture.com


