
 

 

September 8, 2024 OSBA Executive Committee and Full Board 

Meeting Minutes 

Officers – Jamie Walters, Lloyd Horst, William Riccio, Kelly Morse 

Communication Officer- Roger Myers 

IT Support Officer- Peggy Yehl 

Directors – Jacob Sublett, Chris Earnhart, Dale Olson, Chris Dresel  

Representatives- Laurie Kehres, Angie Manley, Benjamin Keller, Theresa White, Jim Hopkins, Bob 

Mann, Joe Heider, Laurie Kehres 

Absent: Barb Bloetscher, Kholton Channell,  

Agenda  

The OSBA President called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The Mission Statement was read. 

President Report-  

December 7th Meeting for Fall Planning is set at Waterman Farms. There is a Zoom planning meeting 
open to all OSBA members on November 9th. https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/2025-osba-zoom-
planning-meeting/ .  FB is being updated by Peggy Yehl with Fall Conference, Honey Swap, etc.  

Please reach out to vendors for the Conference and connect with Roger Meyers. Vendor information is 
on the Fall Conference information page and can be mailed or paid online under the invoice payment 
tab. 

Recommended Speakers- Is done and posted on the website. Roger Myers, Peggy Garnes, Benjamin 
Keller and Dale Olson put a list together and the approved applicants are posted on the website.  No 
speaker under 5 years of experience will be accepted at this time. The list is building as people submit 
their credentials and their topics along with their travel requirements, fees and other capabilities. 

Round Table Zoom with Hong Mei Lee Byerley went well. 

Youth Scholarship opened August 3, 5 will be offered this year. The application must be returned by 
October 5th for consideration. 8 judges will be randomly selected and utilize the rubric scoring sheet. We 
have had very few applicants. 

Quality Awards deadline is October 5th. One application from Sandusky has been returned so far. 

Board members- We have openings in the Top of Ohio, Heart of Ohio, Miami Valley and Buckeye Hills. 
Western Reserve Rep Mr. Riccio will need to be replaced as he is running for Treasurer this fall. Lloyd will 
be running for VP as he was appointed last year. We would like to have the clubs’ input as to who they 
would like to see in the various positions rather than the board recruiting members as they know best 
who is involved in the area and would be good to work with. 

Secretary Report- The minutes were presented for approval, there was one correction regarding the 
awards, Sharon and Roger were mis-labelled as recipients, a motion to approve was made by Chris 
Earnhart and Lloyd Horst seconded provided the one correction was made, motion passed. Kelly Morse 
presented a by-law change proposal requested at the previous board meeting, satisfying a need for 
clarification regarding the Life Membership category as follows:  
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e. Life Membership: Available to any individual meeting the requirements 
of membership. Life members shall be granted the rights and privileges 
of membership for life upon the payment of $200, one-time dues, one 
vote. A spouse or significant other may be added to the life membership 
at the time of purchase for an additional $100 and both individuals will 
have one vote each. In the event of a dissolution of the partnership the 
membership and voting privileges will follow the named individuals. Life 
memberships existing prior to January 1, 2025, with two people named 
will be recognized and granted two votes. This category of membership 
is not available under a business name or to a corporation. 

Those Life memberships that already have 2 people listed prior to 1.1.25 will be allowed to 
grandfather in for 2 votes moving forward without paying the additional $100. Discussion took place 
for feedback. This will be voted on at the Board meeting on November 10th and will be put into effect, 
if passed, after an announcement at Fall conference on the proposed date of January 1, 2025. 

Treasurer Report- William Riccio gave the Treasurer’s report.  The CD at SSB Bank is performing as 
expected with a positive return on the investment. Lloyd Horst moved to accept the report and Peggy 
Yehl 2nd, the motion passed. The 2023 Return will be completed soon. Signups for fall conference have 
been steady. 

Newsletter Committee- The updated InDesign now allows collaboration in the Cloud for InDesign. We 
will be including the paper ballot and releasing the newsletter October 1st ideally, as the postmark needs 
to be October 19th and received by Laurie Kehres buy October 23rd. Mail delivery has been extremely 
slow in rural areas and we want to make sure all people who wish to vote have sufficient time to 
respond.  

Traveling Speaker- Joe Heider said there was some confusion regarding the Successful Overwintering 
talk and All about Winter Bees Talk and suggested we clarify further. Joe requested people send in 
“What you wish you had learned in Bee School” comments and experiences to create another talk for 
the speakers. They are breaking even on their budget. Benjamin Keller mentioned contracts are being 
revised for next year to ensure everything is ready including mileage reimbursement changes. It was also 
determined that Speakers in the program were not allowed to be paid when speaking at their home 
club. 

Affiliates-The 990 N for 2021 has been submitted. Working with the tax advocate the affiliate files are 
being reviewed and completed to bring everything up to date by Fall Conference in October. The 
Advocate is supposed to be done reviewing files by 9.9.24. 

Vice President Report- Fall Conference is on track, we are firm with our speakers list and we have a 
schedule posted. Those who have not yet volunteered please do so or you will be assigned a spot 
according to our needs. The committee would like to have a Survey Monkey available after the 
conference for feedback. The location for 2025 will be confirmed in September and will be released at 
this year’s conference. NEW- We are also going to have a QR code for people to submit photos to play 
on the screen LIVE that today. Peggy Yehl is in charge of that project-thank you! 

Fall Conference @ Central State-  

Vendors can obtain the packet and either pay online or send manually. We will be splitting the past 
vendor list up for direct contact by a few volunteers. There has been a discussion regarding sponsorship 
levels for OSBA as a whole. 

Free Grant Writing Class- 2 to 4:30 on Friday is full. 

Hotel Rooms- A block has been reserved and you need to let Jaimie know if you will require one. 



 
 

Registration- Price for members is $60 non-members is $80. The Walk-in price is $90 and the all you can 
eat Buffet is optional, the price is $5 per person, the labs are filling up and are $35. 

Lab breakout sessions- people can see how many openings are left available when they click through to 
the tab that says obtain tickets on the Fall Conference page. Wax Class and Microscopy openings are still 
available. 

Honey Judging- Laurie Kehres submitted the revised rules to be posted to the website conference page 
and will be stepping down from her board position. Laurie has provided a list of the ribbons that need to 
be ordered. William Riccio will provide the checks for the prize winners. There will be a Honey Judging 
class for Judges offered by Jim Thompson in Columbus in 2025 as we are in dire need of cultivating NEW 
qualified judges. 

Honey Swap- Questions? Ask Peggy Yehl, she will write an article about it and the QR code for photos in 
the October Newsletter. 

A site inspection and measurements has been done to confirm placement of tables and talks. Vendors 
will be on the 1st floor in the rotunda. 

All conference sub-committees needing anything costing in excess of $25 must be submitted to the 
Executive Board for payment. 

Nominations -There are people being input on the election ballot as we receive nominations and 
volunteers. Paper Ballots must be postmarked by October 19th and in Laurie’s mailbox by Wednesday, 
October 23rd to Laurie. 

Corporate Sponsors – Chris Earnhart mentioned that we need to approach corporate sponsors to 
generate additional funding for OSBA and the operating budget. Offering web/ newsletter advertising 
placement, stickers and presentations on bees. Discussion and ideas are welcome. We need to 
determine giving levels and what is offered in promotion for the sponsorships.  

Veterans with PTSD organizations- We would like to sponsor and recognize all of these as there are 
several. We need to identify them and investigate how to present them through OSBA. 

2025 Planning Meeting will be December 7th at Waterman Farms- FIRM 

 

Motion to Adjourn  8:20 pm 

Commented [KM1]:  


