@ Obhio State Beekeepers Association

April 27, 2025 OSBA Executive Committee and Full Board Meeting
Minutes

Executive Officers — Jamie Walters, William Riccio, Lloyd Horst, Kelly Morse
Communications Officer-Roger Myers
IT Support Officer- Peggy Yehl

Directors — Carole Russell, Chris Earnhart, Benjamin Keller, Robert Mann, Larry Johnson, Angie Manley,
Dale Olson

Representatives and Volunteers Doug Ricci, Patti Klingel, Kimberly Carey, Dave Collins, Jen
Chartier, Dalyla Walters, Joe Heider, Kathy Ouma

Absent: Jim Hopkins

Agenda

The OSBA President called the meeting to order at 7:00.

Treasurer- William Riccio gave the monthly report and stated that the club remains in good shape. Bob
Mann made a motion to accept the monthly financial report as presented and Angie Manley seconded. The
motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report passed. William has obtained the letter of good standing from the
IRS.

The Treasurer report of 2024 will be posted the end of May when we post the 990s.

Secretary Report- February minutes were posted to the website. The Secretary requested changes
and corrections to the March, as there were none, Kelly Morse requested a motion to approve. A
motion to approve was given by Dave Collins and a second was given by Jen Chartier. The minutes
were approved. We would like to find an alternative to the email Google Groups and be able to email
directly from the website membership to make things more seamless. Life membership thank you
notes will be printed from the template that Cara Keller gave Kelly Morse for InDesign.

Communications- Roger Meyers is still seeking club contact info from a few clubs. There is a list in
KEEP of the Clubs and Affiliates for which we have yet to obtain updated contact information. Jamie
covered where to find the Club Association Contact Form.

IT Support- Submit an Event- all events are posted that have been sent.

President Report —

Affiliate Insurance- the policy has been updated to reflect current needs, saving us a great deal on the
premium. Affiliate 501©3 need to be confirmed and outstanding affiliate paperwork will be tracked
down. Another meeting will occur in 2 weeks.

Swarm removal has been moved front and center on the tool bar. Peggy Yehl is working on the Bee

Swarmed (beswarmed.org) application to supplement the swarm page currently in use on the OSBA
website. There are many positives to the usage of this including the application. A beekeeper agrees
to take the swarm and then the details for retrieval are given. It avoids multiple people going to the

swarm site and another beekeeper having already been there to take the bees. The Kickstarter



Sponsorship is $500 for this amazing tool. Peggy Yehl and another anonymous Board Member donor
will be covering that cost as a donation to OSBA.

This site would show the Ohio State Beekeepers Logo and we would have the ability to approve the
people(members) who sign up through us. These will be used side by side to provide the best tools
available, serving individuals in the manner they wish to be served to the best of our ability. This keeps
individual personal information private as opposed to the way it is currently on our existing swarm list.
Peggy stated that many don’t understand how many bots are out there scraping websites for personal
information. BeeSwarmed.org- Peggy Yehl has an article in the Newsletter in April explaining how it
works. Dave Collins stated that his club uses it and it is a great program though it has some room for
improvement. Lloyd Horst made a motion that we incorporate this into the tools for our membership
and general public, Kim Carey seconded and the motion passed.

Adobe Account- we have a free trial for Express Premier the next 30 days.

We need to ensure people understand that OSBA supports the local cubs, we are not the rule maker
for individual clubs, they operate autonomously. We have no oversight, we are a facilitator. They
operate under their own documents and by-laws.

The Ohio State Fair cost us over $4,000 last year and they have yet to contact us about our
participation. They will not provide free tickets and parking is NOT free. Last year our benefit was
nominal (8) in terms of membership sign-ups. The public education piece is the largest benefit. It
required 96 people to staff last year and we paid for the Honey Judges and the ribbons as well. Roger
Meyers stated that in some years we have only staffed a table on the weekend. He was the only
member that utilized the stage and gave a presentation. It went very well and we would like to see
more people sign up to use the speaking stage. We have not yet received any communication from
any fair personnel and will decide in the May meeting about the level of our participation. We would
have to pay $2000 for a vendor spot and then we could sell honey. Dale Olson stated that we had a
bad location last year.

Coming Soon! Scott Martin our website administrator has implemented an automated Newsletter
submission 6,000 characters and up to 6 images may be uploaded. Please note the captions of each
photo. This will make things easier for Directors and Reps as well as the clubs. Newsletter Club articles
will be able to be submitted directly on the Newsletter website page along with pictures in addition to
the option of submitting via their regional OSBA Officers. We hope this lightens the workload for the
Directors and Representative without diminishing outreach and communication between OSBA and
individual clubs.

Scott already implemented the one for New Beekeeper Outreach ~ direct submission of the class
attendees has worked very well.

Honey Judging Class- John Grafton, Peggy Garnes, Laurie Kehres, Jim Thompson may agree to teach a
class to train more judges which are currently in short supply. The cost is $145, a minimum of 12-15
people as students will be needed in order to hold the class at Waterman Farms. We have 9 people
signed up at this point. Additional activities and certifications will be needed and it may take 1-2 years
depending on the student.

Print on Demand OSBA branded merchandise such as shirts, hats and other items will be available
once the shopping pages are set up for posting.

Decal Contest- We had 5 submissions for the 2 inch sticker. The winner will be published in the
Newsletter and online.

Vice President — Reported on Fall Conference and the Mid-Ohio Conference Center location. Dale Olson
found this location, Thank you! There will be 3-4 tracks and 1-2 different labs. They have honored last
year’s price for us and we have secured our dates. Peggy Yehl will post a save the date for social media.



Laurie Kehres has identified a caterer and there were a couple of other committee members that were
investigating food providers. The main room holds 400 and the IT tools are stellar. Speakers and Vendor
packets must go out to every one of the speakers. The next meeting will be the 15" of May.

Awards- Dale Olson broached the topic of current award categories and their requirements. Some
members have expressed the opinion the they are too stringent and unattainable for most.

Check in with all clubs for updates-

Traveling Speaker- New Talk is “What | wish I'd learned in Bee School” Joe says the 1% one presented
by Mark Beougher went well and Emily Mueller will be presenting it later this month. Benjamin Keller
has scheduled 9 more talks thus far. Thumb drives need to go out yet.

Webinar Training- Many educational videos have been posted on the site by Roger Myers

Youth Scholarship- Bob Mann reported Students are assembling their equipment in preparation for
the bees.

Zoom Hosting is available to all clubs through OSBA

Website Review: This should be done by everyone once a month. This is being updated, changed, and
corrected as comments & recommendations are being received.

Motion to Adjourn 8:11 pm by Dale Olson was seconded by Angie Manley



