@ Obhio State Beekeepers Association

May 18, 2025 OSBA Executive Committee and Full Board Meeting
Minutes

Executive Officers — Jamie Walters, William Riccio, Lloyd Horst, Kelly Morse

Communications Officer-Roger Myers

IT Support Officer- Peggy Yehl

Directors — Carole Russell, Chris Earnhart, Benjamin Keller, Robert Mann, Angie Manley, Dale Olson

Representatives and Volunteers Doug Ricci, Patti Klingel, Kimberly Carey, Dave Collins, Jen
Chartier, Dalyla Walters, Joe Heider, Kathy Ouma

Absent: Jim Hopkins, Larry Johnson

Agenda

The OSBA President called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Treasurer- William Riccio gave the monthly report. Lloyd Horst made a motion to accept the monthly
financial report as presented and Peggy Yehl seconded. The motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report
passed. Our tax return has been filed and accepted, the charitable organization registration is complete
and the Ein is accurate and up to date.

The Treasurer report of 2024 will be posted the end of May when we post the 990s.

President Report -

SPAM- we are being inundated with Phishing email scams. It’s very important to understand the
consequences of clicking on links and not responding with any information.

The Ohio State Fair- we will be a sponsor at the $1,000 level year. They will not provide free tickets
and parking is NOT free. We will only need volunteer staff for the table on the weekend. The table will
be stocked with signage and literature bearing a QR codes directing people to the website and
informational links.

Affiliate Insurance- OSBA is only waiting for a few clubs to send in items to finish their renewal. The group
insurance has been sent to those clubs that have ALL paperwork turned in. This week, everything will be
finished. Thank you for reaching out to club presidents/treasurers. Fairfield, Geauga, Greater Grand
Lakes, Greene, Lake County, Maumee, Richland Area, and Tuscarawas remain outstanding at this time.
Bob Mann stated that Tuscarawas has mailed their submission.

Honey Judging- Called off due to an insufficient number of registrations, we had 9. The last class of 35
produced 2 certified judges. We will try again in February so we will try again in the mid/late February
so they can attend and judge at the Tri County Spring Workshop. Additional activities and certifications
will be needed and it may take 1-2 years depending on the student. We simply do not have enough
Ohio Judges at this point. Discussion ensued regarding many states adopting the Welsh method.

Decals- Peggy Yehl was the creator of the winning entry. There is a price break as the quantities increase.
We plan to order 5,000. The winner will receive decals and a shirt. They will be available to clubs on a
donation basis.



Print on Demand OSBA branded merchandise such as shirts, hats and other items will be available
once the shopping pages are set up for posting.

Honey Judging Class- John Grafton, Peggy Garnes, Laurie Kehres, Jim Thompson may agree to teach a
class to train more judges which are currently in short supply. The cost is $145, a minimum of 12-15
people as students will be needed in order to hold the class at Waterman Farms. We have 9 people
signed up at this point

Traveling Speaker- Shirts are in the works. The newest speaker to join the Traveling Speaker program
is James Lyons from the Springfield area.

Bee Inspection Training-Jaime plans to make the bee Inspection videos available on the OSBA website.

Memberships-People paying twice in the same year for membership are given the option of a refund
or having the next year credited. This is being implemented in the backside of the website.

Scott Martin our Website administrator has implemented an automated Newsletter submission 6,000
characters and up to 6 images may be uploaded. Please note the captions of each photo. This will
make things easier for Directors and Reps as well as the clubs. Newsletter Club articles will be able to
be submitted directly on the Newsletter website page along with pictures in addition to the option of
submitting via their regional OSBA Officers. We hope this lightens the workload for the Directors and
Representative without diminishing outreach and communication between OSBA and individual clubs.

We would like feedback as this innovation is implemented. This is another item we are hoping will lighten
the load for future volunteers on the board.

A big thank you to Peggy and the anonymous donor that paid the fee for OSBA to have a primary
position on the Beeswarmed.org application. There are many positives to the usage of this including
the application. The person reports a swarm once and is_ done...they don’t have to go through a list of
names and make calls until they get an answer. A beekeeper agrees to take the swarm and then the
details for retrieval are given. It avoids multiple people going to the swarm site and another
beekeeper having already been there to take the bees.

This site shows the Ohio State Beekeepers Logo and we have the ability to approve the
people(members) who sign up through us after ensuring their membership is current. These swarm
reporting options will be used side by side to provide the best tools available, serving individuals in the
manner they wish to be served to the best of our ability. The app Beeswarmed keeps individual
personal information private as opposed to the way it is currently on our existing swarm list.

Awards- Dale Olson broached the topic of current award categories and their requirements. Some
members have expressed the opinion the they are too stringent and unattainable for most.

Beekeeper “5 yrs and Under” and “Great Beekeeper”, “Outstanding Intermediate Beekeeper” of the
year were suggested as new award categories. Dale suggested this to retain club volunteers and
recognize the efforts of those who are less experienced but committed to furthering beekeeping.

It was suggested that we have 2 awards that are awarded regionally perhaps Sr and Jr.

Secretary Report- April minutes were posted to the website. Changes and corrections were requested,
as there were none, a motion to approve was given by Doug Ricci and a second was given by Angela
Manley. The minutes were approved.

Vice President — Reported on Fall Conference and the Mid-Ohio Conference Center location. The next
meeting is June 12t at 7:30. Kent State Ashtabula will be visited May 20t as a potential for next year. There
will be 16 tracks in total and 1-2 different labs. They have honored last year’s price for us and we have
secured our dates. Speakers and Vendor packets must go out to every one of the speakers. The next
meeting will be the 12 of June. Hotels are being investigated. Rollout with Details will be July 1. We



will have a honey swap again this year and give attendees more time with vendors. Elections-Member
voting will be similar to last year with paper and electronic options. The ticket cost will be voted on at
the next conference meeting and we anticipate offering a S5 dollar discount Early Bird Special. The

Traveling Speaker Program is looking for a new talk for next year. Discussion took place regarding
options, suggestions are appreciated.

Our next Board Meeting is June 8th

Motion to Adjourn 9:08 pm by Lloyd Horst was seconded by Dale Olson



