Information

OSBA will be hosting a beginning beekeeper certification
course on Saturday, October 24, 2026. This is a full day
event, allowing you time to visit the vendors at the OSBA
Fall Conference.

Be ginnin eekep
¥ oo

This course will cost:
Early Bird Special $50.00 starting Jul 1st
Registration $65.00 starting Aug 1st

You will receive Bee-sentials Book, by Lawrence John
Connor, Wicwas Press, plus any handouts that each
instructor will distribute.

Upon the completion of all the classes, each student will
receive a certificate of completion from OSBA instructors.

Schedule

1. Beekeeping Basics: Getting Started and Equipment (9:00 till 10:00)

What is beekeeping? Managing honeybee colonies for honey, pollination, wax etc.

Bee biology overview — Colony structure, roles (queen, workers, drones), and social behavior.
Woodenware - Bottom board, hive bodies, hive stand, frames, supers, covers.

Hive tools — Bee Suit, hive tool, framer puller, smoker, veil, gloves.

Order bees —nucs, packages, or swarms.

Choose a location — Sunlight, space, and windbreak.

2. Seasonal Management: Spring & Summer (10:30 till 11:30)
Spring — Install bees, feed if needed, monitor for swarming.
Summer — Weekly inspections, add supers, manage pests and harvesting honey.

Lunch and Visit the Vendors (11:30 till 12:30)

3. Seasonal Management: Fall & Winter (12:30 till 1:30)
Fall — Prepare for winter, fall feeding if necessary.
Winter — Minimal care; protect from weather and predators.

4. Pests, Parasites, Record Keeping & Learning (2:00 till 3:00)

Common threats — Varroa mites, Hive Beetles, Wax Moths, Bears, Skunk, Racoons, Possums
Diseases - American Foulbrood, European Foulbrood, Nosema, Chalk Broad

Maintain logs — Hive inspections, treatments, honey production.

Join a beekeeping association — Networking, resources, and support.

Continue education — Classes, books, online courses.

5. Wrap Up and Questions (3:15 —4:00)
Life Cycle of a Colony
Questions

Any questions, please contact Communication-officer@ohiostatebeekeepers.org @SBA
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