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Pollinator Steward

Certification

Training Workshop
October 23 & 24, 2026

Hosted by Pollinator Partnership and
Ohio State Beekeepers Association
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Day 1 (all times in Eastern Standard Time)

6:00 PM - Introduction and Welcome (20 mins)
e Brief introductions, PSC program overview, review
agenda, housekeeping.

6:20 PM - Pollinators 101 (35 mins)

e What is pollination, how is it done, who are the
pollinators, bee evolution, plant co-evolution,
bee diversity, managed and native bees, and how
to help pollinators intro.

6:55 PM - Overlooked Pollinator Groups (15 mins)
¢ Description of the different pollinator groups that
often get overlooked and a discussion of their
importance and connections with ecosystems and
the agricultural crops we rely on.

7:10 PM - Indigenous Perspectives (15 mins)
e Community gardening, perception of plants,
insects, and pollinators with an emphasis on the
lens with which we view the world.

7:25 PM - Break (15 mins)

7:40 PM - Habitat for Pollinators (40 mins)
e Ways of creating habitat, habitat elements,
regional considerations, habitat options and
resources.

8:20 PM - Day 1 Questions (10 mins)

8:30 PM - End of Day 1

Day 2 (all times in Eastern Standard Time)

9:00 AM - Creating Pollinator Habitat: Home Gardens (30
mins)
e Planting day, plant layout, digging, planting, watering in,
mulching and more. Longer term care, ways to manage native
plant habitat into the future.

9:30 AM - Creating Pollinator Habitat: Honey Bees and
Native Bee Forage (60 mins)

e Overview of where and how honey bee forage can be created,
general information for farmers, road, utility and land
managers, as well as home owners who are interested in
enhancing honey bee forage as well as habitat for native bees
and other pollinators.

10:30 AM - Rain Gardens (15 mins)
e The importance of rain gardens on maintaining healthy
landscapes.

10:45 AM - Break (15 mins)

11:00 AM - Beakout Sessions (30 mins)
¢ Instructions, worksheet on creating pollinator habitat--
considerations, challenges.

11:30 AM - Group Discussion (30 mins)
e Discuss answers from the worksheet

12:00 PM - Lunch Break (60 mins)

1:00 PM - Identification and Monitoring (60 mins)

e Pollinator ID: who are the main pollinators, what are the
characteristics of different groups, how do you tell them
apart. Monitoring: how to monitor habitat for pollinators,
tools, resources, examples of community science
opportunities.

2:00 PM - Outside Walk and Talk (60 mins)
e Use pollinator ID tips and tricks learned in the previous
section to observe pollinators and plants around the
conference location and upload observations to iNaturalist.

3:00 PM - Short Break (15 mins)

3:15 PM - Expand Your Impact! (45 mins)
e Effective communication, outreach options and examples,
engaging community members, how data monitoring can help
with storytelling.

4:00 PM - PSC Next Steps (15 mins)
e PSC Next steps to complete certification, examples of habitat
and outreach activities.

4:15 PM - Day 2 Questions (15 mins)

4:30 PM - End of Day 2

For more information about Pollinator Partnership, visit POLLINATOR

pollinator.org or reach out to info@pollinator.org
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Alyson Wakeen, Midwest Agricultural Coordinator, Pollinator
Partnership. Alyson graduated from West Virginia University with
a Bachelor's of Science in Wildlife and Fisheries Resources and a
minor in Conservation Ecology. Her early career focused on
resident and migratory bird species across an urban-rural
gradient, highlighting for her the resiliency of wildlife, and the
importance of high-quality habitat. Alyson's professional career
has been enriched by experiences in wildlife research, habitat
planning, stormwater management, and community engagement.
While working with a local park district in Northeast Ohio she fell in
love with education and community engagement as she
interpreted and brought to life nature's patterns and nuances.
Alyson's role with Pollinator Partnership focuses on creating and
delivering P2's Pollinator Steward Certification for Ohioians,
helping her community connect with pollinators and learn how
they can support wildlife. Outside of this role, Alyson enjoys
growing plants, creating herbal teas and tinctures, and helping her
community connect deeper with nature.

Isabel Nazarian, Midwest Regional Partner Biologist, Pollinator
Partnership. Isabel Nazarian is the Midwest Regional Partner
Biologist with Pollinator Partnership, bringing a lifelong passion
for native plants and ecosystem restoration rooted in her rural
Ohio upbringing. She earned a B.S. in Environmental Science from
The Ohio State University, specializing in Ecosystem Restoration,
and conducted research at OSU’s Honey Bee Lab focused on hive
mortality, pesticide impacts, and the value of restored and
agricultural landscapes as pollinator forage. Isabel has experience
in conservation education, wetland restoration implementation,
and evaluating land for USDA conservation programs. In her
current role, she provides pollinator-focused technical assistance,
education, and outreach to agricultural producers and NRCS staff
across the Midwest. Through this work, she supports Farm Bill
applications and conservation planning to help establish
pollinator-friendly habitat and farming practices across both
urban and rural landscapes.

For more information about Pollinator Partnership, visit

pollinator.org or reach out to info@pollinator.org
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